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INTRODUCTION. 


The  House  Books  of  the  City  of  York  are  sometimes  described 
as  Minute  Books,  but  they  are  not  so  in  the  strict  meaning  of  the 
word,  as  they  do  not  contain  a  complete  record  of  the  business 
transacted  at  Council  Meetings,  but  only  certain  items.  To  some 
degree  it  is  probable  that  the  Clerk  used  his  own  judgement  in 
deciding  what  should  be  put  on  record;  some  entries,  it  is  stated, 
are  in  the  book  by  express  orders  of  the  Council;  other  documents 
naturally  take  their  place,  such  as  ordinances  and  bye-laws,  records 
of  arbitration  cases,  appointment  of  officials,  important  letters 
received  or  sent;  further,  we  have  an  account  of  notable  events 
such  as  visits  of  kings  and  persons  of  importance.  One  of  the 
great  features  of  the  York  House  Books  is  the  extraordinary 
variety  of  their  contents;  all  the  different  sides  of  the  City’s  life 
are  here  presented.  They  are  not  only  a  mine  of  information  for 
local  history,  but  seeing  that  York  was  a  place  of  great  political 
importance,  they  also  provide  material  for  the  history  of  England. 

In  the  present  volume  are  the  contents  of  House  Books 
I- VI.  The  earliest  document  is  dated  2  March  1474-5,  the  latest, 
January  1486-7.  Formal  documents  such  as  bonds,  recognizances 
and  leases,  and  the  long  lists  of  persons  in  arrears  to  the  Chamber¬ 
lains  have  not  been  printed.  House  Books  II,  III,  IV  are  not 
large  and  have  been  bound  together  in  one  volume.  House  Book 
V  consists  mainly  of  lists  of  people  owing  money  and  has  only  a 
few  records  of  meetings.  It  was  decided  that  in  this  first  volume 
of  civic  records,  documents  should  be  printed  in  extenso,  but  this 
will  not  be  possible  in  future  volumes  as  the  amount  of  material 
is  so  great. 

It  will  be  observed  that  some  of  the  documents  printed  are 
not  derived  from  the  House  Books,  although  they  are  plainly 
documents  of  House  Book  character  belonging  to  the  period. 
There  are  two  groups.  The  first  is  found  at  the  end  of  MS.  A/Y, 
published  by  the  Surtees  Society,  under  the  title  of  The  York 
Memorandum  Book ,  edited  by  Dr.  Sellers.  The  matter  belongs  to 
the  troubled  reign  of  Richard  III,  and  the  Council  may  have 
thought  it  politic  not  to  enter  them  on  their  official  Register. 
The  second  group  is  from  a  MS.  lettered  Miscellanea  Vol.  I,  a  source 
for  the  period  hitherto  untapped,  and  containing  valuable  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Scottish  Expedition  and  one  document  which 
throws  light  on  what  York  people  thought  of  Richard,  Duke  of 
Gloucester.  Quite  a  number  of  the  political  documents  in  this 
volume  have  been  printed  before  by  Robert  Davies,  Town  Clerk 
of  York,  in  1840.  As  his  book  is  not  easily  obtainable  and  as  it 
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has  no  documentation  it  was  decided  to  include  them  in  this 
volume.  Davies’  notes  are  of  great  value.  In  this  volume  notes  are 
cut  down  to  the  minimum  in  order  to  print  as  many  documents  as 
possible. 

From  time  to  time  historians,  who  knew  the  value  of  the 
York  House  Books,  have  suggested  that  they  ought  to  be 
published.  No  definite  step  was  taken,  however,  until  Councillor 
H.  E.  Harrowell  was  Lord  Mayor.  The  Council  of  the  Yorkshire 
Archaeological  Society  was  approached  and  gladly  consented  to  the 
publication  being  included  in  their  Record  Series. 

The  City  of  York  was  governed  by  the  Mayor,  who  was  assisted 
by  12  Aldermen  and  by  the  body  known  as  the  Twenty-Four, 
and  the  two  Sheriffs  for  the  time  being.  The  Mayor’s  position  was 
one  of  great  dignity  and  authority;  he  was  the  embodiment  of  all 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  the  City  and  on  these  he 
took  a  firm  stand,  not  permitting  interference  from  others,  however 
powerful.  When  Lord  Clifford  offers  to  advise  the  Council 
how  best  to  receive  Henry  VII  on  his  visit,  he  is  told  that 
it  is  none  of  his  business  and  that  "the  Mayor  is  lieuten¬ 
ant,  having  full  power  and  authority  under  the  king  and 
the  laws  to  rule  and  guide  the  City.”  When  Stafford  the  coiner 
is  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  for  examination,  the  Mayor  says 
that  this  procedure  is  subject  to  the  rights  of  the  City  not  being 
infringed,  "so  that  the  privileges,  liberties,  rights  and  franchises  of 
this  City  granted  heretofore  unto  the  same  by  the  King’s  highness 
and  his  most  noble  progenitors  may  be  saved  and  in  no  way  hurt.” 
Even  Henry  VII  is  kept  in  his  place;  he  asks  over  and  over  again 
that  his  nominee  be  chosen  as  Recorder,  but  the  Council  puts  him 
off  on  various  pretexts  until  their  own  candidate  is  available. 
When  Henry  nominates  a  new  sword  bearer,  the  Council  refuse 
his  nomination  and  put  on  record  that  the  King  had  already 
promised  them  the  enjoyment  of  their  ancient  privilege  of  free 
election  of  their  officers  and  they  recalled  the  ancient  rule  of  the 
City  that  any  one  who  sued  to  a  King  or  lord  for  a  city  office 
should  never  after  be  eligible  for  an  official  position,  and  they 
decided  that  the  King’s  nominee  on  this  occasion  should  come 
under  this  rule.  In  itself  the  position  of  Mayor  as  head  of  the  City 
was  one  of  great  importance,  and  this  was  enhanced  when  men 
of  strong  character  such  as  Sir  Richard  York  filled  the  position. 

In  this  volume  we  see  the  first  beginnings  of  what  later 
was  to  be  the  King’s  Council  in  the  North,  which  gave  royal 
authority  a  living  reality.  To  retain  the  good  will  of  the  City  of 
York  was  of  importance  to  the  rulers  of  England.  Richard  III 
was  able  to  do  this,  not  merely  because  he  was  a  strong  character 
and  a  clever  man,  but  also  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  North. 
Whilst  he  managed  to  keep  the  City  Council  on  his  side,  it  is  plain 
that  he  was  distrusted  and  disliked  by  many  of  the  commons. 
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When  Richard  died  at  Bosworth  the  governing  body  at  York  were 
seemingly  in  an  awkward  position,  but  they  knew  that  it  was  not 
in  Henry’s  interest  to  quarrel  with  them  and  certain  things  were 
conveniently  forgotten;  documents  which  might  have  implicated 
them  too  deeply  on  the  side  of  Richard  were  omitted  from  the 
official  register  of  their  transactions  and  a  long  statement  was 
drawn  up  showing  how  loyally  York  had  supported  the  cause  of 
the  Red  Rose  in  the  civil  war. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  or  members  of 
the  24  attending  Council  Meetings  are  carefully  recorded.  A  rule, 
which  was  to  stand  for  ever,  imposed  a  fine  of  4d.  for  non-attend¬ 
ance  and  2d.  for  being  late;  being  late  was  to  arrive  after  the 
Minster  clock  had  struck  the  quarter,  or  after  the  sand  glass  had 
run  out.  Proceedings  at  the  meetings  were  to  be  kept  strictly 
secret  and  a  fine  of  no  less  than  £10  was  to  be  imposed  on  any  one 
who  broke  this  rule.  No  one  could  leave  a  meeting  without  per¬ 
mission.  Heavier  fines  were  imposed  for  non-attendance  at  meetings 
of  special  importance.  When  any  member  of  the  Council  had 
committed  an  offence  involving  any  other  member  of  the  Council 
he  had  to  kneel  down  and  ask  forgiveness  from  the  person  of¬ 
fended.  Councillors  received  a  fee  of  20  shillings  a  year. 

The  outstanding  figure  in  this  volume  is  that  of  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester  who  becomes  Richard  III.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
estimate  his  character  except  in  so  far  as  any  light  is  thrown  upon 
it  from  documents  in  this  book.  It  is  plain  that  the  York  Council 
looked  upon  him  as  a  man  of  decided  character;  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  show  that  they  tried  to  play  with  him  as  they  did  with 
Henry  VII;  they  appoint  his  nominee  without  question;  they 
comply  with  his  repeated  requests  for  soldiers;  they  do  what  he 
bids  them.  It  is  sometimes  asserted  that  the  City  Council  loved 
Richard,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  it.  They  obeyed  his  orders 
and  gave  him  presents,  but  received  a  most  adequate  return  in  the 
remission  of  the  fee-farm.  The  delay  in  sending  soldiers  from 
the  City  to  take  part  in  Bosworth  fight  does  not  show  love,  but 
rather  anxiety  to  keep  out  of  it  and  to  join  the  winning  side. 

As  for  the  general  mass  of  York  citizens  there  is  evidence  to 
show  that  a  considerable  section  distrusted  Richard.  Tavern 
gossip,  which  when  reported  to  the  Council  was  denied,  as  it  was 
bound  to  be,  was  prevalent.  A  man  sitting  at  ale  in  the  tavern 
of  the  Eden  Berrys  in  Goodramgate  is  reported  to  have  said, 
“I  wish  we  could  have  Wrangwish  for  our  Mayor,  as  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester  will  do  things  for  him.”  The  answer  comes,  “If  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  is  for  Wrangwish  then  we  don’t  want  him  for 
Mayor.”  An  important  fresh  piece  of  evidence  as  to  what  York 
people  thought  of  Richard  has  come  to  light  in  a  new  document 
found  in  a  Book  of  Miscellanea — another  bit  of  gossip  which  was 
denied.  “What  might  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  do  for  our  City?” 
it  was  reported  to  have  been  asked  and  the  answer  was,  “Nothing 
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but  grin  at  us.”  This  recalls  the  sly  sardonic  look  on  portraits  of 
Richard.  Citizens  felt  that  he  was  laughing  at  them.  Six  years 
after  his  death  the  schoolmaster  at  St.  Leonard’s  Hospital  avers 
that  Richard  was  a  caitiff,  and  that  he  loved  him  never;  that 
he  was  a  hypocrite  and  a  crouchback. 

Dislike  of  Richard  in  York  did  not  merely  find  expression 
in  gossip,  but  lead  to  actual  disturbances.  In  1482  when  Richard 
was  staying  at  the  house  of  the  Austin  Friars  in  Lendal,  the  bell, 
which  was  used  to  summon  the  Commons  to  their  meetings  in 
the  Guildhall,  was  rung.  The  Guildhall  was  only  150  yards  away 
from  the  Austin  Friary.  It  was  a  “seditious”  ringing  of  the  bell 
and  created  a  great  stir  and  the  offenders  were  put  in  prison 
for  a  while. 

The  most  unpopular  thing  Richard  ever  did  in  York  was  to 
ask  for  and  receive  from  a  compliant  Council  some  common 
pasture  near  St.  Nicholas’  Hospital.  This  was  in  March  1483-4 
and  in  the  following  October  the  Commons  made  a  forcible  entry 
on  this  land  which  had  been  given  to  the  king.  The  king’s  letter 
regarding  this  riot  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Commons;  in  it 
he  says  that  if  they  had  a  grievance  about  this  common  land,  in¬ 
stead  of  setting  out  to  recover  their  supposed  rights  “by  any  such 
sinister,  unfitting,  unlawful  and  riotous  assembly  or  insurrection,” 
they  should  have  made  known  their  claim  to  the  Mayor. 

In  the  light  of  what  is  revealed  in  this  book  it  is  clear  that 
there  existed  much  dislike  of  Richard  among  the  people  of  York; 
in  spite  of  all  he  said  about  his  love  for  York  they  felt  that  he  was 
playing  a  game  with  them,  that  in  his  dealings  with  them  he  was 
a  hypocrite. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration  of  York  for  their  help  towards  the  publication  of  the 
City  Records;  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  R.  J.  Anderson)  for  access  to 
the  Records  and  for  the  provision  of  a  comfortable  working  room; 
and  Mr.  Mackie  and  the  office  staff  for  invariable  kindness. 
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Book  i.  fo.  la.  Search  in  City  Records. 

For  asmuche  as  the  testimonye  and  due  declaracion  of 
trouth  ben  nat  onele  full  pleasaunte  to  our  Lord  God  but  also  ben 
full  necessarie  and  behovefull  to  be  made  in  ande  for  th’avoidyng 
of  alle  maner  ambiguytiez,  debates,  undue  titles  and  injuriose 
claymez  hade,  made,  dependaunte,  or  persuyed,  in  courte  or  oute 
of  courte,  to  the  damage  of  every  wele  disposed  persone  or  persones 
ayenste  trouthe  ande  well  dysposed  coustume:  therefore  we  the 
Maier,  Shirryffes  ande  Aldermen  of  the  Cite  of  York  notifye, 
declare  and  recorde  by  thees  our  lettres  universally  to  the  notice 
of  alle  true  Christen  people;  that  where  nowe  late  our  well 
beloved  concitysins,  John  Stokesly  and  Hugh  Howler,  commyng 
in  thair  propre  personnes  in  our  Counsail  Chambre  of  the  saide 
Cite  before  us  the  day  of  makjm  of  hereof,  willing  there  of  us  to 
knowe  for  a  trouthe  whether  that  the  fourme  and  contynue  of  a 
scedull  writen  by  maister  Roger  Burton,  late  the  Common 
Secretarie  of  the  saide  Citie,  whiche  scedull,  as  it  is  saide,  resteth 
in  the  possession  of  our  well  beloved  cocityson,  John  Byrdsall, 
merchawnt,  ande  by  hym  the  same  scedull  hath  be  shewed  ayenste 
the  saides  John  Stokesly  and  Hugh  afore  this,  in  ande  for  the 
fortifycacion  of  the  title  of  the  said  John  Byrdsall,  as  we  ben 
enfourmed,  were  regystred  in  our  saide  Counsail  Chambre  or  noo, 
desired  of  us  with  greate  instance  and  lowely  prayer  that  our 
Registres,  Archives  and  other  books  of  aide  and  newe  remem- 
braunces  alway  abiding  and  remaynyng  in  our  saide  Counsall 
Chambre  under  saufe  and  suyre  keping  might  been  serched 
thurghly  with  alle  diligence  to  the  same  intente;  according  to 
whose  instance  and  prayer,  we  the  saide  Mayre  incontynent  caused 
due  serche  in  that  partie  to  be  made  by  suyre  and  sadde  deliber- 
acion,  ande  noo  maner  or  forme  ne  mension  therof  we  kan  fynde 
there  specifyed  in  enny  bok  abiding  within  our  saide  Chambre,  as 
our  Lord  God,  the  veray  registre  of  all  trouthe  and  ryghtwisness 
knoweth.  In  witnesse  whereof  we  to  thees  our  lettres  have  put  the 
seal  of  our  office  of  Mairaltie  of  the  saide  Cite.  Yeven  the  seconde 
day  of  Marche  in  the  yere  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereine  Lorde 
King  Edward  the  Fourth  the  XV  (1 474-5). 1 

1  This  document  is  pasted  on  a  blank  page  at  the  beginning  of  Book  I. 
Roger  Burton,  mentioned  in  it,  was  "Common  Secretarie"  between  1415 
and  1433. 

The  first  Book  of  the  Council  Minutes  contains  many  purely  legal  docu¬ 
ments  such  as  bonds,  recognizances,  etc.,  in  Latin,  and  of  no  historic  interest, 
These  are  not  being  printed. 
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fo.  I.  Attendance  at  the  Minster. 

23  February.  16  Edward  IV  (1475-6)  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Mayor,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv.  It  is 
agreed  and  ordained  that  all  Aldermen  and  the  xxiv  and  the 
Sheriffs  and  others  of  the  Council  of  this  city  for  the  honour 
of  this  city  shall  go  with  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being  to  all 
Processions  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Peter,  when  summoned 
— under  a  penalty  of  2d. 

fo.  2.  Assize  of  Wine. 

Assisa  vini  capta  in  Guihalle  civitatis  Ebor.  coram  Thoma 
Wrangwish,  Maiori  et  vice  comitibus,  die  Martis  in  festo  Sancti 
Gregorii,  xiij  die  Junii.  Jurati. .  .  .qui  dicunt  super  sacramentum 
quod  dolium  vini  rubii  optimi  de  Vasconia  in  portu  de  Kvngston 
super  Hull  valet  ix  marcas. 

Et  dolium  secundi  vini  valet  ibidem  viij  marcas. 

Et  dolium  tercii  vini  ibidem  valet  vij  marcas. 

Et  ideo  assignatus  est  per  Maiorem  vinetariis  hujus  civitatis 
ad  vendendam  lagenam  de  optimo  vino  tarn  rubeo  quam  albo 
pro  viijd.  et  non  ultra  sub  pena — xs. 

fo.  2b.  Visit  of  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  Royal  Proclamation. 

Memorandum  quod  die  mercurii,  xiij  die  March  Anno  Regni 
Regis  Edwardi  iiij11.  xvjmo  (1475-6)  venerunt  ad  civitatem  istam 
Ebor — Ricardus  Dux  Gloucestriae,  magnus  Constabularius  et 
Admirallus  Angliae  ac  Henricus  Comes  Northumbriae  cum  qam- 
plurimis  baronibus,  militibus,  armigeris,  valettis  et  aliis,  ad 
numerum  vml  hominum,  quibus  obvenerunt1  Maior,  Aldermanni 
et  Vice-comites  ac  xxiiij  de  dignioribus  hujus  Civitatis,  et  post 
obviacionem  ac  debitam  salutationem  eis  factam  et  habitam, 
praefatus  nobilis  Dux  dictis  Maiori  et  Aldermannis  publica  et 
aperta  voce  infra  barram  de  Botham  hujus  Civitatis  quamplurimis 
ibidem  circumstantibus  et  audientibus  dicebat  :  “Domine  Maior, 
sit  vobis  notum  quod  causa  mei  adventus  jam  ad  istam  Civitatem 
est  pro  honore  ejusdem  et  bono  regimine  populi  domini  nostri  Regis 
habendo  ac  pace  ipsissimi  Regis  reformanda  et  conservanda.” 
Et  super  hoc  missa  fuit  et  directa  quaedam  proclamatio  per 
ipsos  Ducem  et  Comitem  praedicto  Maiori  ad  pronuntiandum  et 
proclamandum  per  totam  Civitatem  cujus  tenor  sequitur  in  his 
verbis  : — 

The  King  our  Sovereine  Lorde  straitely  chargith  and  com- 
maundith  that  no  manere  man  of  what  so  evere  condicion  or 
degre  he  be  of,  make,  ne  cause  to  be  made  any  affray,  or  any 
other  thing  attempt  or  doo  wherthrough  the  pease  of  the  King 
our  saide  Sovereine  Lorde  shulde  be  broken.  Nor  that  no  man 
make  nor  pike  any  quarrell  for  any  olde  rancour,  malice,  matier 

1  In  text,  obvianerunt. 
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or  cause  heretofore  doone.  And  that  no  maner  man  here  axe, 
bille,  longdebefe,1  piked  staffe,  swerde  or  othir  unlawful  wepyn 
(except  the  King’s  officers)  upon  payne  of  inprisonment  of  thaire 
bodies  at  the  King’s  will,  forfaiture  of  thaire  wepens,  and  making 
fine  and  raunsom  at  the  King’s  pleasure.  And  overe  this  the 
right  high  and  mightie  Prince,  Richard,  Due.  of  Gloucestre,  grete 
Constable  and  Admirall  of  England,  and  the  right  noble  Lorde, 
Henry  Erie  of  Northumberland  on  the  King’s  behaulf  strait ely 
chargieth  and  commaundith  that  every  man  observe,  kepe  and 
obeye  all  the  premisses  upon  the  peyne  above  saide.  And  if  any 
misguided  persone  make  any  affraie,  as  God  defende,  that  no  man 
take  parte  with  the  same,  but  indevore  hym  to  appease  it,  and  to 
bring  the  offender  to  the  King’s  Gaole  to  prison,  upon  the  ( fo .  3) 
same  payne,  and  as  they  woll  avoide  their  displeasure  and  utter 
indignacions.  And  that  no  man  presume  to  take  gages,  but  suche 
as  shalbe  assigned  or  appoynted  by  the  herbigers2  of  the  saide  Due 
upon  the  grievous  peyne  that  therefore  maie  ensue  and  folowe. 

Quae  in  omnibus  per  totam  istam  Civitatem  proclamata  et 
executa  fuit  secundum  mandatum  praefati  Ducis  et  Comitis  per 
ipsum  Maiorem  die  et  anno  supradicto. 

fo.  3.  Letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  about  Fishgarths.  * 

Right  Reverende  fader  in  God  and  our  ful  special  goode  lorde, 
after  ful  humble  recomendacion,  with  alle  deue  honour  and 
reverence,  please  it  your  goode  lordeship  to  understande,  the 
King  our  sovereine  Lorde  now  late  hath  directed,  as  well  unto  us 
as  to  othir  Knights,  Squiers,  and  lerned  men  within  his  Countie 
of  York,  his  gracious  lettres  of  commission,  chargeing  us  straitely 
to  oversee  the  waters  and  rivers  of  Ouse,  Wharfe,  Eyre,  Donne, 
Nidde,  Yore,  Swale,  Derwent,  and  Humbre,  and  to  make  deue 
inquisicion  of  all  the  gootes,  fishgarthes,  milnes,  milnedammes, 
lokkes,  hebbyng  weres,  piles,  kidelles,  hekks,  flodeyates,  and  all 
other  impediments,  that  bene  of  newe  arered,  sett,  fixed  or  elarged, 
in  any  of  the  saide  waters  or  rivers,  sithen  the  tyme  of  King 
Edward,  the  son  of  King  Herry,  to  the  hurt  and  noiseaunce  of  the 
King’s  liege  people,  straiteing  and  letting  of  the  passagges  of  shippes, 
botes,  and  othir  vessails;  and  to  charge  and  cause  the  offenderz 
therayene  to  cast  doune,  pulup,  and  ammove  all  the  saide  fishegarthes 

1  Longdebefe.  French  Langne  de  bceuf,  referring  to  the  shape  of  the 
weapon,  like  an  ox-tongue. 

*  Herbigers:  Heralds. 

*  The  question  of  Fishgarths  will  come  up  frequently  in  the  House 
Books. 

Calendar  of  Patent  Rolls,  1466-77,  p.  572.  Commission  to  the  Mayor 
and  Recorder  of  York,  Sir  Robert  Constable,  Sir  William  Plumpton,  Sir 
William  Stapleton  and  others  to  survey  the  Yorkshire  Rivers  pursuant  to 
the  act  in  the  last  Parliament  at  Westminster  regarding  fishgarths. 

A  Fishgarth  was  a  portion  of  the  River  enclosed  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  and  preserving  fish;  it  was  an  obstruction  to  navigation, 
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and  other  premissez,  within  iij  monethes  next  after  the  premonicion 
to  thayme  therof,  made  upon  payne  of  an  C.  mark  to  forfet  unto 
our  saide  Sovereine  Lorde;  and  that  not  doone  within  the  saide 
iij  monethes,  every  moneth  after  that  an  C.  mark  to  forfet  in  lik 
manere  &  fourme,  whiche  commission  now  late  we  shewed  unto  the 
high  &  mighti  Prince,  and  our  ful  noble  lorde  the  Due  of  Gloucestre, 
and  after  the  sight  therof  it  hath  pleased  his  goode  Lordeship  to 
graunt  to  us  therin  his  gracious  aide  &  assistence,  and  overe 
that  to  directe  his  ful  honorable  lettres  ( fo .  3b)  unto  his  baillies 
and  tenauntz,  after  the  tenour  &  forme  that  folowith  :  “Richard, 
“Due  of  Gloucestre,  Constable  and  Admirall  of  England,  to  our 
“well  beloved  the  Bailiffs  and  tenauntz  of  our  Lordship  of  Houke, 
“and  to  all  other  personne  or  personnes  having,  holdeing,  & 
“occupieing  any  fishegarth  or  fishegarthes,  piles,  stakes,  hays, 
“scarves,  or  kiddelles,  within  the  King  our  sovereine  Lords  rivers 
“in  thies  parties,  to  the  noisaunce  of  his  sugetts  of  this  his  reaulme, 
“and  in  especial  of  his  Citie  of  York,  and  the  inhabit  aunts  of  the 
“same,  and  ayenste  the  effecte  of  diverse  statutes  ordeined  in  that 
“behaulf,  greteing;  we,  on  the  behaulf  of  our  saide  sovereine  Lorde 
“strait ely  charge  you,  and  in  our  owne,  will  that  ye,  incontinent 
“after  the  sight  of  thies  our  lettres  ammove,  takup,  and  with- 
“drawe,  and  iche  of  you  ammove,  take  up,  and  withdrawe  all  suche 
“forsaide  fishegarthes,  piles,  stakes,  hays,  scarves,  and  kiddelles, 
“as  well  to  us  belongeing  as  to  any  of  you,  within  the  saide  ryvers, 
“beyng  noisaunt  as  is  aforsaide,  as  ye  intende  to  please  us  and  to 
“eschewe  the  juperdies  that  therof  mowe  ensewe.  Geven  under 
“our  signet.”  We,  haveing  a  singuler  confidence  in  your  full 
goode  lordeship  afore  othir,  humbly  beseche  your  saide  lordeship 
to  directe  your  lettres  to  your  baillyes  and  tenauntz  in  Howden- 
shire,  and  other  places  adjoyneing  to  the  saide  rivers  in  like 
fourme,  for  the  amending  and  deue  reformacion  of  the  premisses, 
according  with  the  saide  commission  and  statutes  therof  ordeined, 
as  we  shalbe  redie  at  all  tymes  to  doo  that  maie  be  to  the  pleaser 
of  your  goode  lordeship,  with  the  grace  of  Allmighti  God,  whome 
we  moste  humbly  beseche  to  preserve  you,  Right  Reverende 
fader  in  God,  and  our  ful  special  goode  lorde,  in  parfitt  joye  and 
ful  prosperous  astate  longe  to  endure.  Writen  at  Yorke  the  xxij 
day  of  Marche. 

fo.  13b.  Alleged  Slander. 

Mem.  that  Thomas  Welles,  goldsmyth,  cam  to  fore  the 
Maire  the  ixth  day  of  Novembre  the  xvj  yere  of  Kyng  Edward  the 
iiij  (1476)  and  ther  shewed  how'one  Herman  Goldsmyth  shold  do 
things  the  which  Nicholas  Pereson  said  unto  hym  he  was  a  untrewe 
man  and  a  theiffe  for  certan  things  he  knewe  with  him,  and  that 
the  said  Nicholas  wold  say  and  prove.  And  uppon  that  incontinent 
the  same  day  the  said  Maire  sent  to  the  said  Nicholas  Pereson, 
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John  Eglesfield,  Esquire  to  the  Swerd,  to  understond  the  words 
the  which  the  said  Nicholas  said  to  the  said  Thomas  anense 
Hermann  Goldsmyth.  He  sayeth  to  the  said  John  Eglesfield  that 
he  knewe  none  untreuth  be  the  said  Herman,  for  and  he  hadd 
knowen  he  had  ben  a  untrew  man,  he  and  his  felows  wold  both 
seised  the  said  Herman  and  his  gudes;  the  said  Nicholas  bad  he 
sholde  fynde  a  other  alter  and  hym  for  he  wold  in  that  have  no 
thyng  to  do;  and  uppon  that  William  Goldsmith  the  same  day  cam 
to  fore  the  said  Maire  and  ther  said  he  hard  Thomas  Welles  say 
he  shold  prove  Herman  false  man.  And  after  that,  John  Gary  as 
goldsmyth,  on  of  the  serchors  of  the  goldsmyths,  said  and  declared 
he  hard  Thomas  Welles  say  unto  the  said  Herman  for  such  things 
he  knewe  with  hym  he  shold  prove  hym  a  untrewe  man  and  a 
unjuste,  and  that  wold  Nicholas  Pereson  prove.  Also  Thomas 
Osbaldson,  goldsmyth,  swore  and  said  that  he  hard  Thomas 
Welles  say  that  Herman  was  a  untrewe  man;  and  also  John 
Tullan  sworne,  he  said  he  hard  Thomas  Welles  say  that  Herman 
was  a  false  theiff  and  that  Nicholas  Pereson  say  and  prove  and  he 
als.  Also  John  Tirell,  goldsmyth,  afermed  the  same  saying  of 
John  Tullan  in  the  mater  above  said. 

fo.  14b.  Examination  of  Players. 

xIt  is  ordeinid  and  stablished  by  ye  ful  consent  and  auctoritie 
of  the  Counsaile  aforesaide,  the  day  and  yere  within  writen,  from 
this  day  furth  perpetually  to  be  observed  and  keped,  that  is  to 
say,  that  yerely  in  the  tyme  of  Lentyn  there  shal  be  called  afore 
the  Maire  for  the  tyme  beyng  iiij  of  the  moste  connyng,  discrete 
and  able  players  within  this  Citie  to  serche,  here  and  examen  all 
the  plaiers  and  plaies  and  pagents  thrughoute  all  the  artificiers 
belonging  to  Corpus  Christi  plaie  and  all  suche  as  thay  shal  fynde 
sufficant  in  personne  and  connyng  to  the  honour  of  the  Citie  and 
worship  of  the  saide  Craftes  for  to  admitte  and  able,  and  all  other 
insufficant  personnes  either  in  connyng,  voice  or  personne  to 
discharge,  ammove  and  avoide. 

And  that  no  plaier  that  shal  plaie  in  the  saide  Corpus 
Christi  plaie  be  conducte  and  reteyned  to  plaie  twise  on  the  day 
of  the  saide  plaie,  and  that  he  or  they  so  plaing  plaie  not  over  twise 
the  saide  day  upon  payne  of  xl8  to  forfet  unto  the  Chaumbre  as 
often  tymes  as  he  or  thay  shal  be  founden  defaultie  in  the  same. 

fo.  19b.  Attendance  at  Corpus  Christi  Procession. 

The  last  day  of  May,  16 Edward  IV  (1476).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Mayor,  1 1  of  the  xii,  the  2  Sheriffs,  5  of  the  xxiv. 

Agreed  that  henceforth  every  Alderman  and  each  member  of 
the  xxiv  shall  each  year  at  the  Procession  on  the  Friday  after  the 

1  See  York  Mystery  Plays  edited  by  Lucy  Toulmin  Smith,  p.  xxxvii 
and  York  Memorandum  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  6. 
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Feast  of  Corpus  Christi  have  a  servant  with  him  bearing  a  Torch 
to  the  praise  of  God  and  in  honour  of  the  City  under  a  penalty  of 
xl8. 

And  that  all  other  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this  City 
belonging  to  Guilds  and  Crafts,  carrying  or  having  carried  for  them 
torches,  shall  yearly  take  part  in  the  said  procession  and  shall  walk 
peacefully  in  their  order,  form  and  place,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  Common  Clerk  of  this  City  for  the  time  being.  Penalty  for 
non-attendance,  xls. 

fo.  20b.  Linen  Weavers. 

Also  the  daie  and  yere  afore  writen  it  was  by  all  the . 

ordeined,  enacted  and  stablished  from  thensfurth  fermely  to  be 
observed  and  keped,  that  for  so  moche  as  the  lynen  wevers  of  the 
cite  of  York  have  in  thaire  propir  personnes  comen  afor  the  said 
Maire  and  Counsaile,  and  there  of  thaire  fre  mocion  and  will  have 
bounden  thayme  and  thayre  Craft  perpetually  to  kepe,  bryng 
forth  and  plaie  or  make  to  be  plaied  yereli  upon  Corpus  Christi 
day  a  pageant  and  play  called  1Fergus  at  thaire  proper  costs  and 
expenses,  that  they  sail  from  this  day  furth  for  evermore  clerely 
be  discharged  and  acquited  of  all  manere  payments,  dewties 
subsidies,  or  any  otherings,2  paying  or  yielding  unto  the  Craft  and 
Pageant  of  the  Tapiters,  any  acte,  constitucion,  composition  or  any 
othering  betwene  the  saide  Crafts  afore  this  tyme  made,  ordeined 
or  hadd,  not  withstanding. 

Also  if  ther  be  any  personne  frome  this  day  furth  that 
occupieth  any  linen  lome  within  the  Citie  or  the  frauncheses 
therto  adjoining,  having  any  werke  out  of  the  Cite,  that  every 
suche  persone  paie  unto  the  sustentacion  of  the  saide  Pageant 
yearly  at  the  saide  feste  of  Corpus  Christi  iiijd3 

Also  that  every  persone  of  what  condicion  or  Craft  he  be  off 
that  shall  from  this  day  furth  of  newe  set  upp  within  the  saide 
Citie  any  lynen  lome,  that  he  pay  at  his  upsett4  for  every  lynen 
lome  xvjd,  the  oone  haulf  to  the  Chaumbre  and  the  other  half 
to  the  saide  Craft  to  the  sustentacion  and  the  bringing  furth  of 
theyre  Pageand  and  in  like  wise  Pageaunt  silvere  of  the  saide 
lome  or  lomes  from  hensfurth  to  be  sett  up  or  arrerid. 

Also  if  there  be  any  persone  of  the  saide  Crafte  that  is 
disobedient  and  rebell  unto  his  sersor  and  wilnot  come  at  thair 
summonicion  and  warneng  to  the  tymes  and  places  by  them 
assigned,  that  he  forfet  and  paie  at  every  tyme  iiijd  in  manere 
and  fourme  aforesaide. 

1  Fergus.  See  York  Mystery  Plays,  L.  Smith,  p.  xxvii  and  note. 

*  Otherings.  This  word  seems  only  to  occur  here  and  on  p.  8. 

8  Line  crossed  through  here.  “The  forsaide  craft  of  the  Tapiters  oonely 
and  holy  excepted.” 

4  Upsett.  Setting  up  in  business  as  a  master  or  becoming  a  free  man 
in  a  particular  trade. 
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Also  if  ther  be  any  personne  of  the  saide  Crafte  that  wirketh 
not  his  worke  justely  and  sufficiently  unto  the  wele  and  profit 
of  the  awner,  worship  of  the  Citie  and  Craft,  that  he  at  every 
tyme  founden  defautie  therin  forfet  and  paie  in  like  manere  and 
forme  vid;  and  overe  that  to  make  a  dewe  satisfaccon  and 
amendes  unto  the  partie  to  whom  he  offendith,  according  with  the 
lawe  and  goode  conscience.  And  more  overe  it  shall  be  lawfull  to 
the  sersors  of  the  saide  lynen  wevers  at  all  tymes  after  this  to  seise 
all  manere  of  lynen  lomes  had  or  to  be  hadd  and  occupied  as  well 
by  the  saide  Craft  of  the  Tapiters  as  by  any  other  withoute  let 
or  impeding  of  the  same. 

fo.  21.  Weavers  Regulations. 

1Item  the  xxviijth  of  May  the  xix  yere  of  King  Edward  the 
iiijth  1479  it  was  enactid  and  ordeiged  aswel  by  assent  of  William 
Wellys,  than  beyng  Maire  of  this  worshipful  Citie  and  the  hole 
Counsell  of  the  Chambre  as  consent  of  the  gudemen  of  the  Craft 
above  said,  that  every  forant  wever  from  this  day  forward,  havyng 
eny  stuffe  owte  of  this  Cite  to  wirke,  be  yerelie  contributorie  and 
pay  unto  the  sustentacion  ande  bringyng  furth  of  the  said  Pageands 
yerelie.  iiijd.  Item,  the  same  day  it  was  agreid  that  every  man 
called  a  Journyman  occupyng  within  that  said  Cite,  suburbs  and 
precincts  of  the  same,  pay  yerelie  to  the  brynging  furth  of  the  said 
Pageant  jd;  ande  that  is  rebell  ande  wil  not  fulfill  the  premissez 
pay  ande  forfet  xijd  withoute  pardon  Camerae  et  Arti.  Item,  it  is 
agreid  that  from  this  forsaid  day  forward  it  be  not  leful  to  any 
man  of  the  said  Craft  to  set  up  any  lome  within  this  said  Citie, 
suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same  unto  the  tyme  he  be  agreid  with 
his  sercheors  of  the  said  Craft  upon  the  peyn  of  xijd  to  the  Citie 
and  Crafte  equaliter  dividend. 

fo.  21b.  Award  as  to  a  Gutter. 

20  August  xv j  Edward  IV  (1476).  John  Burgh,  William 
Stanehouse,  William  Cole  and  Richard  Blakelok,  seircheours  of 
the  Wrights  an  Tilers  within  the  Citie  of  Yorke,  the  same  day 
above  writen  come  to  fore  Thomas  Wrangwish,  Maire,  and  the 
Chamberleyns  in  the  Counsell  Chambre  uppon  Owse  brygg,  and 
award  and  jugement  gaffe  of  a  variaunce  of  a  ground  be  twix 
John  Gilyot,  Alderman,  of  the  an  partie,  and  Ambrose  Preston  of 
London,  chandeler,  of  the  other  partie.  First  thai  deme  a  gutter  that 
liggez  in  length  from  the  streit  of  Petergate  be  fore  down  thrugh 
a  tenement  of  the  said  John  Gilyot,  Alderman,  to  the  Kyngs  dyke 
behynd  of  the  one  partie,  and  a  tenement  of  the  said  Ambrose 
Preston  of  the  other  partie,  the  whiche  said  gutter  and  the  leid 
thereof  we  the  said  seirchours  fynds,  be  our  discrecons,  pertenyth 

1  This  entry  was  made  in  1479,  there  being  just  sufficient  room  for 
it  at  the  bottom  of  fo.  21. 
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evenly  to  the  foresaid  John  Gilyott  and  the  said  Ambrose;  never 
the  lesse  we  consider  the  greit  cost  and  expenses  that  the  forsaid 
John  Gilyot  maid  and  don,  we  therfore  gifts  and  awards  that 
the  said  John  Gilyot  shall  have  the  said  gutter  all  hole  to  hym  seifs, 
so  that  he  giff  to  the  foresaid  Ambrose  or  to  his  depute  for  cause  of 
eissement  in  watter  fallyng  owt  of  the  forsaide  gutter  uppon  the 
ground  of  the  said  Ambrose  iij8  iiijd  now  furthwith,  and  never  after 
this  to  giff  more  to  the  said  Ambrose  for  the  said  gutter  and  els 
the  said  John  Gilyot  to  bere  charge  of  the  watter  comming  of  the 
said  gutter. 

fo.  22.  Non-attendance  at  Council  Meetings. 

Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

26  June  xvi  Edward  IV  (1476)  in  Council  Chamber  on  Ouse 
Bridge.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish,  Maior,  9  of  the  xij,  2 
Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv.  Ordered  and  agreed  that  William  Snawes- 
hill  and  John  Glasen  shall  paie  unto  the  Chaumbre  iche  of  theyme 
vj8  viijd  for  so  moche  as  thaie  were  sufficiantly  warned  by  the 
Maire's  squier  to  come  unto  the  saide  Counsaile  at  the  saide  day 
and  place  and  did  not,  but  willfully  and  knowingly  withdrewe 
thayme. 

Also  that  John  Eglesfelde,  one  of  the  Mair’s  squiers  shal 
ride  unto  th’erle  of  Northumberland  with  a  lettre  from  the 
saide  Maire  and  Counsaile,  to  answer  a  lettre  sent  by  the  said 
Erie  unto  the  saide  Counsaile  for  Thomas  Yotten,  late  Common 
Clerk,  under  the  tenour  and  forme  to  this  annexed. 

fo.  22b.  Weights  and  Measures. 

28  June  xvi  Edward  IV  (1476).  Came  John  Baylye  of  Yorke, 
waterleder,  in  his  propir  personne  afore  Thomas  Wrangwishe, 
Maier  of  the  Citie  of  York,  and  the  Chamberleynes  of  the  same, 
and  there  and  then,  according  with  an  Acte  and  Ordinance  made 
and  ordeined  by  all  the  hole  Counsaile  of  the  Chaumbre,  at  the 
speciall  desire  and  request  of  all  the  Comenes  of  the  said  Citie,  and 
hathe  taken  of  thayme  in  the  name  of  all  the  hole  bodie  of  the  Citie 
the  mettes  and  mesures  of  all  manere  graynes,  salte,  coles  and  all 
otherings  mesurable,  on  the  water  of  Ouse,  commyng  unto  the 
saide  Citie  of  Yorke  to  be  solde.  To  have  and  to  occupie  the  saide 
measures  with  all  the  commodities  and  proffites  of  the  same, 
as  it  after  more  pleynely  apperith,  to  the  said  John  from  the 
Feste  of  the  Nativitie  of  Seint  John  Baptiste  last  passed  afore  the 
date  of  this  present  writeing,  unto  the  ende  and  terme  of  v  yere 
then  next  sewing,  yelding  and  payeing  therfor  yerely  unto  the 
handes  of  the  Chaumberleynes  of  the  saide  Citie  for  the  tyme  beyng, 
to  the  commen  use  of  the  same  Citie  dureing  the  saide  v  yeres  at  the 
termes  of  Martynmas  and  Witsonday  xxvj8  viijd  by  even  porcions. 
For  the  whiche  mesures  with  the  tolles  to  thayme  belonging  and 
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perteining,  it  is  ordeined  and  enacted  by  all  the  hole  Counsaile  of 
the  Chaumbre  of  the  saide  Citie  that  the  saide  John  shall  have  and 
receyve  of  every  ship,  bote  and  other  vessell  commyng  unto  the 
Stathe  of  the  saide  Citie  with  any  maner  graynes,  salt,  coles  or  any 
othering  that  aughte  to  be  metted  or  mesured  by  mette,  bushell, 
half  bushel,  pekk  and  (fo.  23)  half  pekk,  to  be  delivered  at  all  tymes 
by  the  saide  John  to  the  sellers  and  awners  of  the  saide  graines, 
salt,  coles  or  any  othering  mesurable.  That  is  to  say,  for  every 
xx  quarters  of  every  kynde  of  greynes  and  coles  jd  and  for  v 
quarters  of  salt  jd,  and  so  after  that  rate  encreceing  and  decreceing. 
And  what  persone  soevere  that  disobeith  and  doothe  contrarie  to 
this  saide  Acte  and  Ordinance,  to  forfet  and  paie  at  every  tyme  that 
he  or  she  shall  offende  and  trispasse  ayenst  the  same  xld  unto  the 
Chaumbre  of  the  saide  Citie,  withoute  grace  or  parden  to  be  doone 
or  made  in  the  same. 

fo.  23b.  Letter  to  the  King  concerning  Thomas  Yotten. 

Thursday  4  July  16  Edward  IV  (1476).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Mayor,  10  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv.  Con- 
gregati  tarn  in  Aula  Communi  sive  Guihald  Civitatis  Ebor  xa  hora 
dicta  die,  anno  predicto,  quam  unanimo  assensu  et  consensu  totius 
communitatis  ejusdem  Civitatis.  Et  concordatum  et  ordinatum 
est  quod  una  litera  sub  suo  sigillo  communi  mitteretur  et  diri- 
geretur  Domino  nostro  Regi  versus  Thomam  Yotten  sub  forma  et 
tenore  sequenti. 

Moste  high,  moste  mighti,  most  excellent  Christen  Prince  and 
our  moste  redoubted  sovereine  liege  Lorde;  we  your  most  humble 
sugetts  and  trewe  liege  men  with  all  humilitie  recommaund  us 
to  your  moste  roiall  Maiesti.  Please  it  your  Highnesse  of  your 
most  noble  grace,  we  your  saide  moste  humble  sugetts  and  trewe 
liegemen,  for  diverse  and  many  (fo.  24)  offences,  excessive  takyngs 
of  money,  misguideing  of  the  books,  accompts  and  other  evidences 
of  the  Cite  of  York,  with  other  grete  trespasses  by  Thomas  Yotten, 
late  our  Common  Servant  and  Clerk,  ayenst  the  pleaser  of  God, 
your  lawes  and  the  common  wele  and  prof  fit,  doone,  taken  and 
committed,  as  it  pleynely  and  evidently  apperith,  as  well  by  his 
awne  confession,  open  voice  and  fame  thrughoute  all  your  saide 
Citie  as  by  certaine  articles  objected  ayenste  him;  wherein  now 
late  he  and  his  accusers  by  your  moste  gracious  lettres  and 
commaundments  were  called  to  examinacion  at  diverse  tymes 
and  seasones,  before  certaine  honorable  personnes  assigned  to 
here  and  examen  the  saide  articles,  with  many  other  personall 
matiers  and  compleyntes;  and  there  and  then  the  saide  articles 
diligently  and  indifferently  by  the  saide  personnes  harde  and 
examened,  according  with  reason  and  goode  conscience.  And 
the  saide  Thomas  Yotten  in  some  of  the  saide  articles,  and  many 
other  offenses,  misguideings,  and  personall  matiers  there  laide  and 
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objected  ayenste  hym,  not  contenied  in  the  saide  articles,  by  his 
owne  confession,  open  prewe,  and  sufficiant  testimonie  was 
detected  ande  founden  culpable,  defective  and  not  able  to  occupie 
amongs  us  for  ourwele  and  profit  (for  the  whiche  under  your  most 
gracious  proteccion).  We,  according  with  our  othe,  and  his 
demerits,  by  all  our  hole  and  comen  assent  have  discharged  and 
avoided  hym  from  our  saide  service  and  office,  moste  humbly 
beseeching  your  Highness  to  stonde  unto  us  goode  and  gracious 
sovereine  Lorde,  and  of  your  habundance  tenderly  to  have  in 
your  most  noble  consideracion  the  same  with  the  uni  tie  and  comon 
wele  of  your  saide  Citie  and  under  your  most  gracious  permisson 
to  licence  us  to  accept  and  admitte  our  comen  Servant  and  Clerke 
unto  the  said  office,  according  with  our  liberties  and  graunts  by 
your  Highness  of  your  habundant  grace,  and  your  moste  noble 
progenitors,  Kyngs  (fo.  24b)  of  this  your  moste  roial  Reaulme 
hertofore,  for  the  grete  honour  and  comen  wele  of  your  saide  Citie, 
to  us  and  our  predecessors,  citizens  of  the  same,  graunted  and 
confermed,  and  after  our  olde  ordinances  and  accustumes  thereof, 
yerely  hadd,  observed  and  accustumed  oute  of  tyme  of  mynde. 
And  we  shall  evermore  moste  humbly  beseche  Allmighti  God  for 
your  moste  roiall  and  prosperous  astate.  Writen  under  our  comen 
seale  at  your  saide  Citie  of  Yorke  the  iiijth  daie  of  July. 

Copy  of  two  Letters  sent  by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  to  the 
Lords  Stanley  and  Hastings. 

Right  worshipful  and  right  entierly  beloved  Cousin  I  recom- 
aunde  me  unto  you  as  hertily  as  I  can.  Cousin  it  is  so  that  the 
Maire,  Shireffs,  Aldermen  and  Commens  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke  have 
shewed  unto  me  how  that  thay  for  diverse  and  many  offences, 
excessive  takings  of  money,  misguideing  of  thaire  bokes,  ac- 
compts,  and  evidences,  with  other  grete  trespassez  doone  and 
committed  by  Thomas  Yotten,  late  thaire  comen  servaunt  and 
Clerke;  wherin  he  is  of  his  owne  confession,  open  prouffe  and 
sufficiant  testemonie,  founden  culpable,  defective  and  unable  to 
occupie  that  rome;  I  have  by  thaire  hole  and  comen  assent  dis¬ 
charged  and  avoided  hym  from  ferther  occupieng  of  the  same, 
and  nowe  thay  by  thaire  lettres  under  thaire  comen  seale  have 
writen  to  the  Kings  Grace,  reciteing  the  premissez  (fo.  25)  and  have 
instaunced  me  to  shew  unto  theyme  therin  my  goode  lordeship. 
I  not  oonely  considering  the  saide  premissez,  and  thaire  comen 
wele  and  proffit,  but  also  thaire  goode,  herty  and  feithfull  dis- 
posicions,  whiche  thay  according  to  thaire  dewties  in  sundrie 
behaulfes,  doo  here  towardes  the  King’s  Highness,  desire  therfore, 
Cousin,  and  in  my  ryght  herty  wise  pray  you  to  be  unto  theyme 
herin  so  goode  and  lovyng  lorde,  as  at  this  myne  instaunce  and 
praier  to  move  the  King’s  good  Grace  on  my  behaulf,  that  it  maie 
like  the  same  to  permitte  and  licence  theyme  to  name,  accepte  and 
admitte  thay  re  Comen  Servaunt  and  Clerke  to  occupie  the  saide 
office,  according  to  thayre  liberties,  graunts,  privilags,  laudable 
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custumes  and  olde  ordinances  by  his  Highness  and  his  most  noble 
progenitours  graunted,  approved,  ratified  and  confermed,  and 
ther  of  tyme  that  no  mynde  is  used,  observed  and  accustomed,  and 
to  be  unto  theym  therin  the  more  singler  goode  and  graceous 
Sovereine  Lorde  for  my  sake;  and  in  this  your  so  dooing  ye  shall 
not  oonely  have  merite  of  God,  but  doo  unto  me  right  singler 
pleaser,  and  to  thayme  thing  right  thankful;  that  knoweth  our 
Lorde,  who  preserve  you,  right  worshipful  and  ryght  entierly 
beloved  Cousin,  in  his  moste  assured  proteccion.  Writen  at  my 
Castell  of  Middelham  the  viij  day  of  July. 

fo.  28.  28b.  Grant  to  Ellerton  Priory. 

Grant  from  the  King  of  privileges  &  exemptions  from  tolls 
etc.  to  the  Prior  &  Convent  of  Ellerton  in  respect  of  lands  in 
Yorkshire,  Nottingham  &  Westmoreland. 

fo.  30b.  The  Stakes  under  Ouse  Bridge. 

Tuesday  27  August  16  Edward  IV  (1476).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Maior,  6  of  the  xi,  2  Sheriffs  and  2  of  the  xxiv.  This 
day  and  yere  all  above  assembled  in  the  Counsell  Chambre  uppon 
Ouse  brig  was  aggreid  and  fully  assented,  that  the  staks  stondynge 
in  the  JQuene  Bowe  undre  Ouse  brig,  the  which  is  in  holdynge  of 
John  Wright,  Fisher,  shalbe  avoid  and  cast  doune  be  the  said 
John  Wright  within  xiiij  daies  next  ensuyng  after  this  present  day. 

fo.  32a.  Non-attendance  at  Council  Meetings. 

14  September  16  Edward  IV  (1476).  It  is  assented,  ordeyned 
and  agreid  be  all  above  writen,  the  xiiij  day  of  Septembre,  the  xvj 
yere  of  Kyng  Edwarde  the  iiij,  that  Thomas  Wandesford,  Es¬ 
quire  for  the  Maise,  he  takyng  with  hym  Thomas  Fynch,  yoman, 
Serjant  to  the  Maise,  shold  goo  to  William  Holbek  Alderman,  and 
reporte  to  hym  these  words  under  writen — That  for  as  much  as 
the  said  William  Holbek  base  absent  hym  selfe  diverse  tymez 
frome  the  Counsell,  when  he  have  been  sent  fore  and  called  thareto 
be  the  said  Maire,  and  also  removed  hym  selfe  and  his  householde 
owte  of  the  fraunches  of  the  saide  Citie  into  the  2frerys  of  tofts 
within  the  fraunches  thare  and  sayntuary,  the  which  is  not 
worshipfull  for  none  alderman  of  the  said  Citie  so  to  doo,  and 
abide  with  his  said  household,  sayng  to  hym  that  he  be  at  the 
Comon  Hall  ther  with  the  said  Counsell  of  the  said  Citie  uppon 
Saynt  Mathewe  day  next  commynge,  and  therto  she  we  his  gude 
adwise  and  counsaill  in  the  eleccion  of  the  Shireffs,  and  also  for 

1  In  House  Book  viij,  fo.  71,  is  mentioned  “  the  fyshing  of  the  Quenez 
bowe  under  Ouse  Bridge.”  One  of  the  arches  of  the  Bi’idge  was  called  the 
Queen's  Bow,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  a  Fishgarth  here. 

*  The  Frerys  of  Tofts.  The  Friary  of  the  Dominicans,  or  Friars 
Preachers  which  occupied  a  part  of  the  King’s  Tofts.  The  site  of  the 
Friary  is  now  occupied  by  the  L.N.E.R.  offices  and  the  old  Railway  Station. 


12 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


Book  I. 

to  declare  the  cause  of  his  said  absentyng  frome  the  said  Counsell 
heretofore;  and  if  the  said  William  Holbek  disobejr  and  absent  hym 
frome  the  said  Counsell  that  day,  that  than  the  Maire  and  his 
brethren  is  fully  agreid  to  name  and  electe  another  to  put  in  the 
place  of  the  said  William  Holbek,  the  which  be  the  grace  of  God 
will  attend  and  assist  the  said  Counsell  and  all  thinges  therto 
belongynge,  and  the  said  William  Holbek  to  be  utterlie  discharged 
and  avoided  of  the  said  Counsell  frome  hensforth.  And  incontinent, 
the  same  day,  the  said  Thomas  Wandesforth,  accordyng  with  the 
said  agrement  and  ordynaunce,  went  [to]  the  said  William  Holbek 
be  the  comaundment  of  the  said  Maire  and  his  brethren,  Guy 
Fairfax,  Recorder,  and  Rychard  Pygot,  servaunt,  saying  unto  hym 
— my  said  lorde  Maire,  and  all  my  maisters  comaund  thame  to  you, 
and  marvels  much  that  ye  have  not  commen  comyng  to  the 
Counsell  when  ye  have  bene  sent  fore  and  called  therto  for  diverse 
maters  perteyning  to  the  weill  and  worship  of  this  Citie;  wherfor 
my  lord  and  my  maisters  desires  and  willes  you  that  ye  be  with 
thame  at  the  Comon  hall  uppon  Saynt  Mathew  day  above  said, 
at  the  said  eleccion  of  the  Shireffs,  ther  to  say  your  advise,  and 
also  to  shewe  why  ye  have  not  commen  to  the  said  Counsell 
hertofore,  or  elles  thai  will  dysmiss  you  of  the  said  Counsell,  and 
take  such  as  will  attend  and  assist  to  the  said  Counsell  accordyng 
to  the  ordy nance  and  ancheyn  custom  of  this  Citie.  The  said 
William  Holbek  answered  saying,  he  wold  not  com  thare  to  he  had 
seen  the  Kyng’s  Highnesse,  for  he  wist  not  if  he  myght  saiff  com  and 
goo.  The  forsaide  Maire  and  all  the  hole  Chambre  with  the  lerned 
Counseile  of  the  said  Citie  consideryng  the  premissez  by  one 

. and  commen  assent  named  and  elected  in  the  said  William 

Holbek  place  Robert  Amyas  of  the  said  Citie,  Draper  and  merchant 
. as  one  of  the  Aldermen . 

fo.  33.  Discharge  from  taking  Office. 

22  September.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mayor.  9  of 
the  xij.  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv.  Agreid  that  William  Warde  of 
Yorke,  draper,  for  consideracons  resonable  and  for  xli  paying  to 

the  common  use  of  this  Cite . and  also  thai  consideryng  the 

greit  dekey  and  sekenisse  of  the  said  William  Warde,  that  he  frome 
that  tyme  furth  for  the  soume  of  xli  be  discharged  of  beryng  of 
eny  maner  of  office  within  the  said  Citie,  and  he  to  have  his  writyng 
under  the  comen  seall  thereof  to  be  maide  in  deue  forme. 

fo.  36.  Tenants  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  to  be  free  from  certain 

Tolls  in  York. 

By  the  Kyng.  19  October  xvi  Edward  IV  (1476).  Right 
trusty  and  welbeloved,  we  grete  you  wele;  and  all  bee  it  that  all 
the  tenauntes  of  oure  Duchie  of  Lancastre  and  thinhabitaunts  and 
receants1  within  the  same  have  amongs  othir  liberties,  used  to  be 

1  Receaunts  or  resiants:  Residents. 
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discharged  in  al  places  where  thai  have  commen,  of  tolle,  stallage, 
wharvage,  picage1  and  passage  by  graunts  made  unto  thame 
as  wele  by  oure  noble  progenitours,  as  by  us,  certified  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  auctoritie  of  parliament;  We  be  enformed  that  this 
notwithstandyng,  ye  constrayne  thame  to  pay  tolle  within  oure 
Citie  of  Yorke  and  suburbes  of  the  same,  contrarie  to  the  said 
liberties,  to  oure  greit  marvaill  and  displeasor,  if  it  so  be.  We 
therfore  wol  and  desire  you,  and  nathelesse  straitly  charge  you, 
that  ye  frome  hensforth  suffre  all  oure  said  tenaunts,  inhabitaints 
and  receaunts  to  have  use  and  enjoy  thaire  said  liberties  and 
fredomes  without  let  or  interupcion  of  you  or  eny  of  you;  or  elles 
that  ye  appere  by  your  seifs  or  your  attorneys  afore  oure  Chanceller 
and  Counsaill  of  oure  said  Duchye  at  our  Paleis  of  Westminster  in 
the  quinzesine  of  Saint  Hillare  next  commyng,  shewyng  causes 
whi  ye  wil  not  or  owe  not  so  to  doo.  Nat  faillyng  as  ye  wil  avoid 
oure  grete  displeaser,  and  answere  unto  us  at  your  perilles.  Yeven 
under  oure  signet  at  our  Palais  of  Westminster,  the  ixth  day  of 
Novembre.  Too  our  right  trusty  and  welbelovyd,  the  Maire  and 
the  Shireffes  of  our  Citie  of  York,  and  to  every  of  thame. 

fo.  36b.  Property  of  Lord  Roos  in  York. 

20  October.  An  order  to  the  Mayor  and  others  to  find  out 
what  property  Thomas  late  Lord  Roos  was  seized  of  on  4th  March 
in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  They  say  he  had  no 
property  in  York  or  the  suburbs. 

fo.  39b.  Case  of  Piracy. 

Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Kyng  of  England,  and  of 
Fraunce,  and  lorde  of  Ireland,  to  oure  right  trusty  and  wel¬ 
belovyd  the  Maire  of  oure  Citie  of  Yorke,  and  to  the  Shireffs,  and 
othir  our  officers  ther,  gretyng;  and  where  as  it  hath  be  complayned 
unto  us,  and  therupon  dyverse  requests  made  of  the  behallf  of 
the  high  and  myghty  Prynce,  oure  dairest  brothre,  the  Duke  of 
Burgoigne,  that  oon  Petit  John  du  Montherry,  subject  to  our  said 
brothre,  dwelling  in  his  toun  of  Estaples  in  Picardie,  as  he  cam 
saylinge  oute  of  Scotland  with  his  merchaundise  ther  bought,  that 
is  to  say,  salt  hides  to  the  nombre  of  iiijc  lxx,  amountyng  in  the 
hole  to  the  value  of  ccc11,  was  mette  by  oon  William  Talbot, 
our  subject,  uppon  the  see  betwen  Yermouth  and  Crikley,2  the 
which  William  Talbot  wrongfully  pretendyng  that  oure  said  brothre 
hadde  not  contented  him  all  his  wages,  for  the  tyme  that  he 
was  in  the  service  in  the  werre,  spoyled  oure  brothre  his  said 
subject  of  his  said  merchaundise  agaynst  all  lawe  and  conscience, 
and  the  said  merchaundise  brought  upp  by  hym  to  Flamborgh, 
sholde  ingrosse  to  on  John  Newton  merchaunt  of  our  said  Citie 

1  Picage:  Toll  paid  for  breaking  ground  to  set  up  a  stall. 

*  Crikley:  query  Kirkby,  near  Lowestoft, 
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of  York.  We  therfor  willing  the  said  Petit  John  to  be  restored  to 
his  said  merchaundises,  in  whos  hands  that  ever  they  be  or  can  be 
found,  accordyng  to  the  artucules  of  thintercourse  made  and 
concluded  betweene  us  and  our  said  brothre,  and  acordyng  to 
the  lawes  and  statuts  of  our  lande  provided  in  this  cas,  wol  therfor, 
and  charge  you  and  everich  of  you,  as  to  hym  it  shal  apperteyne, 
that  ye  see  the  said  hydes  or  the  verey  value  of  the  same  to  be 
entirely  delivered  and  restored  to  the  said  Petit  John,  or  to  John 
Norman,  our  awn  berer  hereof,  which  for  the  povertye  of  the 
(said)  Petit  John  we  send  at  oure  awn  charge  for  the  sute  and 
attaynynge  of  the  said  goods,  and  yf  ye  fynde  any  resistence  or 
deficultee  in  the  said  Newton  why  the  said  restitucion  shold  not  be 
made  and  at  ye  can  not  put  oure  said  entent  in  due  execucion, 
accordyng  to  the  premisses,  that  then  ye  charge  and  comaunde 
in  oure  name  the  said  John  Newton  upon  paine  of  c11;  whom  also 
we  charge  and  comaunde  by  thees  presents,  by  you  to  be  notified 
unto  him,  that  he  appiere  personelly  afore  our  Chaunceller  of 
England,  where  soever  he  be,  within  viij  dayes  nexte  after  the 
said  notificacion  to  hym  made,  to  answere  unto  the  premisses, 
and  to  doo  receyne  therin  as  reason  and  law  requireth;  willy ng, 
moreover,  and  charging  you  that  of  all  that  by  you  shalbe  doon 
in  this  matier,  ye  certifie  our  said  Chauncellor  clerely  and  des- 
tinctly  in  writyng  by  our  said  servaunt,  berer  of  thees.  Not  fayling 
herof  as  ye  wol  eschew  our  grevous  displesor.  Yeven  under  our 
Prive  seal  at  Westminstre  the  iiijth  day  of  Novembre,  the  xvi 
yere  of  our  Reigne  (1476). 

fo.  40.  The  Council  and  the  Case  of  Piracy.  Letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Chancellor  of  England. 

Right  Reverende  fader  in  God,  and  our  ful  goode  and 
gracious  lorde;  we  your  full  humble  and  special  orators,  Thomas 
Wrangwishe,  Maire  of  the  Citie  of  York,  William  Todde  and 
Nicholas  Pereson,  Shireffes  of  the  same,  in  the  most  humble  wise 
that  we  can  or  maie,  recommaund  us  to  your  ful  goode  and  gra¬ 
cious  Lordship.  Please  it  your  goode  grace;  we  your  said  orators, 
the  iiij  day  of  this  presente  moneth  of  December  with  all  humilitie 

dewe . and  reverence  have  resceived  the  King’s,  oure  moste 

redoubted  sovereine  Lorde,  his  lettres,  under  his  prive  seele  to  us 
directed,  and  by  the  handes  of  John  Norman,  servaunt  to  our 
saide  sovereine  Lorde,  to  us  delivered,  the  wordes,  tenor  whereof 
holie  enseweth.  “  Edward,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
and  of  Fraunce,  and  lord  of  Irland  etc.”  ut  in  folio  praedicto . . .  .whos 
most  gracious  commaundment,  we  his  moste  humble  suggetts, 
withoute  any  difficultie  or  resistence  have  in  all  things  executed 
and  performed,  certifieing  your  ful  goode  and  gracious  lordeshipp, 
that  we  your  saide  oratours,  in  the  ful  accomplishement  and 
performyng  our  saide  sovereine  Lord’s  moste  noble  pleaser  and 
commaundement  above  rehearsed,  have  the  ix  day  of  this  saide 
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moneth  seene  iiijc  lxv.  salt  hides  of  the  forsaide  nombre  of  iiijc  lxx, 
holie  and  entierly  delivered  and  restored,  by  the  saide  John 
Newton  at  Yorke,  unto  the  saide  John  Norman,  as  to  us  saide 
Maire  and  Shireffs,  subgetts  to  our  saide  sovereine  lorde  by  his 
saide  lettres  it  is  commaundit,  under  whos  guidyng  and  governance 
the  saide  hides  remayne  and  abides  at  this  day.  And  as  to  the  v 
hides,  residewe  of  the  saide  nombre  of  the  iiijc  lxx  conteinid  in 
the  saide  prive  seele,  thay  came  nevere  to  the  handes  of  the  saide 
John  Newton  as  he  afore  us  and  the  saide  John  Norman  by  his 
othe  upon  the  holie  Evangelist  did  swere  and  make  goode.  And 
for  the  more  credence  to  be  had  and  yeven  by  your  gude  and 
gracious  lordship  in  the  premisses,  the  seals  of  the  office  of  the 
Mairaltie  of  the  said  Citie  to  thies  present  lettres  certificatorie  we 
have  put  at  York,  the  same  ix  day  of  Decembre  in  the  xvi  yere 
of  the  Reigne  of  our  said  moste  dreid  sovereine  Lorde. 

fo.  41.  New  Common  Clerk  to  be  chosen. 

Wednesday  11  December  16  Edward  IV  (1476).  Present — 
Thomas  Wrangwishe  Maior,  9  of  the  xij  &  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 
The  Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  York  on  this  day  were  summoned  before 
the  Mayor  and  the  general  Council  of  the  Chamber  in  the  Council 
Chamber  within  the  Common  Hall  of  the  City  and  there  were 
chosen  and  admitted  of  the  same  Council  of  the  Chamber  and  there 
took  the  due  and  accustomed  oath.  On  the  same  day  there  were 
gathered  in  the  Common  Hall  the  Mayor  with  the  Council  and 
very  many  of  the  Commons  before  whom  was  read  a  letter  under 
the  signet  of  the  King  and  his  sign  manual  addressed  to  the 
aforesaid  Mayor,  Council  &  Commons,  as  follows — By  the  Kyng — 
Trusty  and  welbeloved,  we  grete  you  well;  and  where  as  we  com¬ 
mitted  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  Guy  Fay  ref  ax  and  Richard 
Pigot,  our  ser jaunts  in  the  lawe,  to  examen  tharticles  concernyng 
Thomas  Yotten,  late  your  Common  Clerk,  and  the  proves  on  the 
same,  and  theruppon  to  make  report  unto  us;  we  understande 
by  our  saide  Ser  jaunts,  that  according  to  our  commaundement 
they  have  examyned  the  saide  articles  (fo.  41b)  and  proves  upon 
the  same,  and  made  report  unto  us  in  that  behalf  as  theym  semed 
according  to  the  trouthe.  Wheruppon  we  be  content  and  pleased 
that  ye  shall  at  your  libertie  and  pleasor  chose  and  accept  unto 
you  such  a  discrete  personne  for  the  office  of  your  saide  Commen 
Clerk  as  ye  shall  think  most  convenient  thereunto,  and  woll 
that  ye  so  doo.  Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our  Paleis  of  West¬ 
minster  the  ijd  day  of  Decembre.  To  our  trusty  and  wellbeloved 
the  Maire  &  Aldermen  and  Commonaltie  of  our  Citie  of  York. 

fo.  42b.  Present  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.  Breach  of 
Guild  Ordinance.  New  ordinances  for  the  Tanners. 

31  December  1476.  Present — Thos.  Wrangwishe,  Maior, 
10  of  the  xij,  7  of  the  xxiv.  The  saide  day  and  tyme,  by  the  forsaide 
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Maire  and  Counsaile  it  was  holie  agreed  and  assented  that  the  Due 
of  Gloucestre  shall  for  his  grete  laboure  of  now  late  made  unto 
the  King’s  goode  Grace  for  the  confirmacon  of  the  liberties  of  this 
Citie,  that  he  shalbe  presented  at  his  commyng  to  the  Citie  with 
vj  swannes  and  vj  pikes. 

Item,  the  same  day  and  tyme  it  was  agreed  and  assented 
that  Thomas  Coly  shall  for  his  grete  offences  doone  and  com¬ 
mitted  in  setting  up  and  kepeing  of  a  vestment  maker  of  London, 
within  his  inne,  ayenste  the  ordinance,  acts  and  statuts  of  the 
Citie  and  Craftes  within  the  saide  Citie;  that  he  shall  forfet  and 
lese  his  fraunches,  and  over  that  to  paie  and  forfet  the  payne  in 
the  saide  ordinances,  acts  and  statuts  thereof  enacted,  ordeined 
and  provided. 

Item,  the  same  day  and  place  it  was  agreed  and  assented 
by  all  the  hole  Counsaile  abovesaide  at  the  humble  suplicacon 
of  all  the  Tanners1  of  this  Citie,  and  for  viij8  iiij d  payng  in  hande 
unto  the  Chaumbre  to  the  commen  use  of  the  saide  Citie,  that  they 
shulde  have  certaine  ordinances  of  newe  by  theyme  made  and  en¬ 
acted  to  be  added  to  theire  ordinaunces  of  olde  tyme,  herafter 
perpetually  to  [be]  observed  and  keped  in  the  same  Craft;  as  it 
pleynely  appereith  in  the  lesse  Regestre  of  the  saide  Chaumbre 
amonges  other  actes  and  ordinaunces  of  the  Crafte  abovesaide. 

fo.  44.  Election  of  City  Officials. 

On  the  Feast  of  St.  Blaise  (3  February)  in  the  Guihald  of 
the  City  of  York.  16  Edward  IVth  (1476-7).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish  Maior,  5  of  the  xij  7  of  the  xxiv.  Assembled  in  the 
Common  Hall  with  a  great  number  of  the  Commons  then  and 
there  they  chose  John  Tonge  Maior  for  the  ensuing  year.  Also 

they  elected  John  Hag,  William  Letwyn  and  William  . 

to  be  Chamberlains.  Lastly  they  chose  Thomas  Lumley  and 
Michael  White  Wardens  of  Ouse  Bridge  and  William  Baxter, 
girdeler  and  Simon  Cokey,  Wardens  of  Foss  Bridge. 

fo.  48.  Letter  to  William  Tankard.  “Seneschall  of  Burghbridge.” 

Right  Wirshupful  Sir,  I  recomend  me  unto  you;  and  where 
of  late  we  werre  enformed  be  our  cocitecynS  of  a  trobelus  impedi¬ 
ment  to  thayme  doen  in  your  lordship  of  Burghbrig,  for  a  senistre 
reporte  to  you  and  others  diverse  of  ye  same  Toun  of  Burghbrig 
made;  wherein  we  gretely  marvel  consideryng  that  on  William 
Carter  which  conveid  the  Corn  be  cache  to  the  said  Burghbrig; 
to  whome  the  wrong  in  takyng  of  Tolls  was  done,  as  it  was  supposed, 
apertly  and  distinctly  in  our  Counsell  Chaumbre  of  Ousebrig 
tofore  me  and  my  brethren  confessid  that  he  in  nowise  was  inter- 
upte  in  his  viage  ne  charged  wrongfully  in  tolls,  otherwise  than  he 

1  The  old  ordinances  of  the  Tanners  (1416-28)  are  to  be  found  in  the 
York  Memorandum  Book,  vol.  II,  p.  164;  the  new  ordinances  referred  to 
above  are  to  be  found  in  the  same  vol.,  p.  165, 
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was  accustomed  afore  tyme;  wherefore  we  desire  you  and  pray 
you  to  be  of  lyke  disposicion  towerd  us,  and  our  cocitecyns,  as  we 
be  in  delyng  to  the  folks  of  your  said  Toun,  and  shalbe,  be  the 
grace  of  God  who  preserve  you.  Writen  at  our  Citie  of  York  the 
xth  day  of  May1  By  the  Maire  of  York. 

fo.  48b.  Tankards  reply. 

To  the  ryght  honorable  and  ryght  worshipful  sir,  the 
Maire  of  Yorke.  Ryght  honorable  and  worshuppful  sir  I  recomend 
me  to  you;  and  accordyng  the  tenour  of  your  writyng  I  hafe  well 
understand  it,  and  your  gude  and  gentil  disposicion,  prayinge  you, 
hertely  it  may  so  contynue  in  your  behalf e  and  your  brethern  and 
other  officers,  tollers  and  they  that  takes  moriages2  be  your 
comaundement,  noght  to  distruble  none  persones  of  the  forest 
of  Knaresburgh,  ne  of  the  Soke,  ne  none  of  the  Townes  that  is  put 
in  writyng  be  twix  you  and  us,  and  if  thare  be  eny  other  personnes 
or  Townes  that  under  colour  claymed  eny  dieutie  lat  thame  be 
distreyned  be  your  said  officers,  or  elles  to  se  surety  within  you 
and  we  shal  notefie  treuth,  and  they  to  be  punysshed;  and  Sir,  as  on 
our  partie  we  shal  do  the  same,  and  if  the  Citie  vexid  and  he  do 
me  knowe  he  shalbe  eissed  in  al  gude  haste  to  his  plesour;  and  Sir, 
at  this  tyme  one  of  the  maryners  werr  with  us  and  made  grete 
complaynte  they  werre  vexed  onely  bot  for  toll  and  examyned 
tofore  diverse  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke  that  werre  vexid,  so  I  consave 
by  you  he  hath  reporte  the  contrarye,  appon  the  which  he  werre  to 
be  punysshed.  Trusting  in  God  it  shalbe  no  more  so,  and  your  gude 
rewle,  to  the  plesour  of  God  who  evermore  have  you  in  his  kepyng 

Your  Awne  W.  Tankerd. 

fo.  62b.  Proof  of  Birth. 

To  the  most  worshipfull  and  ther  especiall  Maister  John 
Tong,  Mair  of  the  Cite  of  York.  Be  it  credebly  certefid  to  your 
moost  wirschupfull  and  honorabyll  mastership,  that  wher  as  off 
late  tym,  a  man  of  the  Cite  of  York,  cald  John  Colyn,  was  notyd 
and  diffamyd  of  the  chylder  of  iniquite  be  veray  malesse,  that  he 
shud  be  a  Skotte  and  no  Ynglysman;  wherefor  we,  Maister  Robt 
Symson,  deane  of  Derlyngton,  Sir  Robert  Clerk,  prest.,  William 
Betts,  Jamys  Brand,  Richard  Deman  William  Zotson,  W.  Smart. 

Robert  Kay,  W.  Marshall,  John  Robynson, . John  Symson 

declars  hym  on  our  honestie  and  trewth,  that  the  said  John  was 
born  at  Cokyrton,3  and  cristynede  in  the  Fount  of  this  Derlyngton, 
and  is  a  trew  Ynglys  man  born,  both  of  fader  and  moder;  that  will 

1  See  York  Memorandum  Book,  II,  241,  and  Knaresburgh  and  its 
Rulers,  by  Wm.  Wheater,  p.  216.  All  tenants  and  inhabitants  in  the  Forest 
of  Knaresburgh,  as  being  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  were  free  from 
tolls. 

*  Moriage;  toll  for  mooring  a  vessel, 

8  Cockerton,  Darlington. 
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we  vereffy  and  mak  good  agan  all  manner  of  men  that  saie  the 
contrary,  oblyssyng  also  our  selve  to  tham  in  c11  yff  the  contrary 
wise  be  lawfully  provyd,  be  this  our  writyng.  Also  we,  William  Betts, 
Thomas  Brand,  Richard  Deman,  William  Zotson,  in  the  moost 
humbly  wys  thanks  your  mastershup,  that  it  wald  plese  your 
goodness  as  to  do  as  mych  for  our  saks  as  to  shew  the  sayd  John 
your  favour,  for  the  wych  we  in  tym  comyng  sail  do  your  plesour 
and  servyce,  yff  it  ly  in  our  power,  and  in  record  that  thes  premisses 
be  trew,  we  to  the  said  have  sett  to  our  seiles.  Yevyn  at  Darlyngton 
the  iij  Sonday  of  Lentyn.1 

fo.  63b.  Property  of  John  Thirsk  in  Hungate. 

Mem.  that  the  xiij  day  of  Juyn  the  xvij  yere  of  Kyng 
Edward  the  iiij  (1477)  Richerd  York,  John  Fereby,  Aldermen  of 
the  Citie  of  Yorke,  William  Tod  of  the  same  Cite,  merchaunt,  and 
on  of  the  Shireffs  of  the  same,  John  Jinse  of  Yorke,  merchaunt, 
John  Dawney,  esquire,  Ralf  Gascoigne  esquire,  and  Sir  John 
Gregson,  Prest,  came  to  for  John  Tonge  than  beyng  Mare,  and 
thare  shewed  and  declared  how  thai  had  ben  with  Sir  William 
Barbour,  Prest,  the  day  abovesaid,  and  howe  he  of  is  frewill 
uncoact  said  of  his  presthode  unto  thame  how  that  John  Thriske,2 
late  of  Yorke,  merchaunt,  made  a  estate  be  mouth  to  the  said 
William  Barbour,  Prest,  and  to  Sir  John  Tumour,  Prest,  of  and 
in  a  tenement  with  the  appertenaunts  in  Hungate  within  the 
Citie  of  Yorke,  the  which  the  said  John  Thriske  sum  tyme  dwelt 
in,  and  the  said  Sir  John  Tumour,  Prest,  tuke  possession  in  the 
said  place  to  the  behuffe  of  thame  both.  And  after  that,  the  said 
Sir  William  and  Sir  John  Tumour,  Prests,  delyverd  estate  ayane 
to  the  said  John  Thriske  as  it  more  planely  appereth  be  a  dede  be 
the  said  John  Thriske  to  Agnes  his  wiffe  made. 

fo.  64.  Alleged  Bribery.  Men  of  Appleby  claim  freedom  from 

York  Tolls. 

William  Stanesby  merch*.  Thos  Denton  carpenter.  Thomas 
Braunfeld,  sledman,  pledges  for  producing,  when  the  Mayor  shall 
demand,  the  person  of  William  Parr  of  York,  carpenter,  to  answer 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester  on  divers  matters. 

Mem.  that  the  xvj  day  of  July  John  Dudman  of  Ricall  cam 
in  to  the  Counsell  chambre  to  fore  the  Mare  and  other,  and  thare 

1  Other  similar  documents  will  occur  later  in  this  volume.  They  show 
how  deep  was  the  hatred  of  the  Northerner  against  his  dreaded  enemy.  In 
mediaeval  times  no  Scot  was  allowed  to  enter  York  until  permission  had  been 
received  from  the  civic  authorities,  and  whilst  in  the  city  he  was  under 
constant  watch. 

a  John  Thirsk  was  a  benefactor  to  the  Church  of  St.  John  Baptist  in 
Hungate.  13  December  1466  he  received  licence  to  found  a  chantry  in  the 
Church  to  pray  for  Ellen,  Alice  and  Agnes  his  wives  and  for  Richard  Russel 
and  Petronilla  his  wife.  This  was  not  a  new  chantry,  but  an  augmentation 
of  the  one  founded  by  Richard  Russel  in  1435. 
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and  then  confessed  that  he  never  said  to  John  Dalynson,  that  and 
John  Dalynson  wold  yiff  unto  Thomas  Wandesfford  vjs.  viijd, 
he  might  have  iiij  or  v.  Rowmes.  standyng  in  the  water  of  Ouse. 

1Mem.  that  William  Wilson  of  Appilby,  bower,  will  bring 
before  the  Mayor  a  copy  of  the  Liberties  of  Appilby,  granted  by 
the  King,  and  a  copy  of  an  agreement  between  the  City  of  York  & 
the  said  town  of  Appilby,  to  the  intent  that  men  of  York  should  be 
freed  from  toll  (quieti)  in  Appilby,  and  that  men  of  Appilby  should 
be  free  of  toll  in  York  after  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord 
next  following  namely  Edward  Pattenson,  bower  and  Henry 
Monkton,  bower.  And  if  William  does  not  bring  the  said  writings 
then  they  shall  pay  tolls,  murage  and  the  rest. 

fo.  64b.  A  New  Recorder.  Letter  from  the  King. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved,  we  grete  you  wele;  and  forsomuch  as 
we  be  enformed  that  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  Guy  Fairefauxe, 
oon  of  our  Sergeauntes  at  the  lawe,  and  Recorder  of  our  Citie  of 
Yorke  entendeth  and  is  disposid  in  shorte  tyme,  for  suche  causes 
that  moven  hym,  to  leve  the  same  his  office,  we  having  tender 
respecte  towards  the  goode  disposicion,  konnyng  and  habilite 
of  our  right  welbeloved  Miles  Metcalf,  whome  we  have  in  the 
singuler  favour  of  our  grace,  desire  you  in  our  herty  wise  that 
whansomever  the  said  Guy  shall  so  leeve  the  said  office  ye  will, 
at  the  contemplacion  of  thies  our  lettres,  by  for  eny  other, 
have  the  said  Miles  specially  recomended,  and  by  you  admitted 
and  receyved  therunto  in  maner  and  fourme,  as  the  said  Guy 
had  and  ocupied  the  same,  as  our  trust  is  in  you,  any  cause  you 
moovyng  to  the  contrarie  not  withstandyng.  Wherin  ye  shall  not 
only  be  perceved2  of  a  full  convenient  officer,  but  also  for  the 
performyng  of  that  same  deserve  of  us  right  speciall  thanks. 
Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our  Palace  at  Westminster  the  iijde  day 
of  July. 

fo.  65. 

1st  Day  of  September  1477.  Present — The  Mayor,  10  of  the 
xij,  2  sheriffs,  11  of  the  xxiv.  Guy  Fairfax  lays  down  the  office  of 
Recorder,  and  Miles  Metcalfe  was  unanimously  chosen  in  his  place. 

fo.  65a.  Request  for  removal  of  Fishgarth  at  Gowdall. 

The  Copy  of  a  lettre  made  to  Guy  Fairfax  and  other  of  the 
Kyngs  Counsell  of  his  Ducherie  of  Lancastre  for  the  prostracion 
of  Goldall  Garth  and  other  in  the  ryver  of  Ayre. 

Right  worshupfull  Sirs,  we  recomend  us  unto  you.  And  where 

1  Henry  II  granted  to  burgesses  of  Appelby  freedom  from  tolls,  etc. 
in  York.  See  York  Memorandum  Book,  I,  p.  124. 

*  Perceved,  here  means  received,  supplied  with.  1512  Knaresborough 
Wills  (Surtees  Society),  I,  4,  “I  will  that  my  forsaid  doghters  have  and 
persaive  all  the  revenieuse,”  1512. 
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as  the  fisshegarth  of  Goldale  and  other  fysshegarthes  within  the 
ryver  of  Ayre  is  stondynge  as  yit  to  the  greit  common  anoisaunce 
and  intolerable  hurt  of  the  Kyngs  Chaumbre  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke, 
contrarie  the  Acts  of  the  Parliament  in  that  behalve  ordeyned  and 
stablisshed,  we  therfore  humble  besecheth  you  to  be  of  such  tendre 
favour  towerd  us  to  be  a  mene  to  the  Kyngs  gude  grace  at  the 
said  fisshegarth  of  Goldale  with  other  may  be  prostrait  and  takyn 
up  without  his  high  displesour,  wherein  ye  shal  ne  onelie  a  singuler 
remuneracion  of  the  immortall  God  above,  bot  the  favour  and 
diligent  servis  that  we  can  or  may,  wittenesse  God  who  preserve 
you.  By  the  Mare  and  his  brethren  of  the  Cite  of  Yorke. 

fo.  66.  St.  Leonards  Hospital. 

Order  from  the  King  to  the  Mayor  of  York  to  admit  to 
real  and  corporal  possession  of  the  wardenship  of  S*  Leonards 
Hospital,  George  Fitzhugh,  clerk,  who  has  by  letters  patent  been 
appointed. 

Dated  at  Westminster  3  day  September  17th  year  of  the 
reign  (1477). 

fo.  67b.  York  Dyers  not  to  buy  cloth,  etc.  in  Markets 

of  other  towns. 

The  xxijd  day  of  Octobre  the  xvij  yere  of  Kyng  Edward  the 
iiijth  (1477)  cam  to  fore  John  Tonge,  Mare,  in  the  Counsell 
Chaumbre,  John  Selenger,  John  Newton,  Nicholas  Pierson,  Michael 
White,  William  White,  Herry  Bachiler,  William  Peirson,  John 
Wetewod,  Thomas  Watson,  elder,  Thomas  Watson,  yonger, 
William  Brown,  Thomas  Anderson,  William  Thomson,  John 
Herryson,  and  John  Michell,  dyers,  and  thare  and  then  be  a  hole 
assent  and  consent  desired  of  the  said  Maire,  that  for  so  much  as 
hertofore  diverse  variaunce  have  ben  ensug  (sic)  thrugh  for  goyng 
to  forent1  marketts,  that  it  myght  be  enacted  and  stablisshed  that 
from  now  furth  none  of  the  said  dyers  ride  ne  go  by  hym  self,  ne 
be  none  of  his  menyall  servaunts  so  to  none  market  without  the 
fraunches  and  liberties  of  this  Citie  for  to  take  eny  cloth,  wollez 
or  eny  other  thing  to  be  broght  to  Yorke  to  be  dyed  be  thame  or 
eny  to  thame  belongyng,  bot  at  all  such  clothes,  wollez,  and  all 
other  thyng  that  shalbe  dyed  be  broght  unto  this  Citie  of  York 
to  the  awners  and  be  none  of  the  said  dyers  ne  none  to  thame 
belongyng.  And  who  of  the  said  dyers  that  doeth  contrarie  in  the 
premissez  he  to  fynne  in  the  contempt  of  xiij8  iiijd;  as  oftymes  as 
he  doith  the  contrarie,  that  to  be  paied  without  eny  pardon,  the  on 
halfe  to  the  use  of  the  Commonaltie  of  this  Citie,  and  the  other 
halfe  to  the  uphaldyng  of  the  pageant  of  the  said  dyers,  providyng 
alway  if  this  forsaid  Acte  at  eny  tyme  hereafter  be  thogt  be  all 
the  said  dyers  or  be  the  more  parte  of  thame  eny  prejudice  to  the 
1  Forent,  foreign,  i.e.,  belonging  to  some  other  town. 
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said  craft,  that  it  shalbe  lefull  to  the  Maire  for  tyme  beyng  uppon 
ther  lawfull  complaynt  to  restreine  the  said  Acte.  More  owr  it 
is  enacted  that  none  of  the  said  dyers,  now  beyng  within  this  said 
Citie  or  hereafter  shalbe,  have  no  drawers  of  cloth,  wollez  ne  other 
things  to  be  dyed  in  the  Countrie  uppon  forfatour  of  the  said  payn. 

fo.  68.  Searchers  of  the  Hostelries.  There  shall  be  signs  over 
the  Doors.  Hours  of  the  Haver  Market. 

Dues  paid  to  City  Officials  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  case  of  John  Sponer. 

20  October  17  Edward  IV  (1477).  Present — John  Tonge, 
Maire,  9  of  the  Aldermen,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

1Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsell  chambre,  and  thare  and  then 
be  a  hole  assent  and  concent  it  was  agreed,  that  from  now  furth  the 
seirchours  of  the  ostilleries  of  this  Citie  shall  have  full  power  to 
make  dieu  and  trewe  serche ....  in  everie  osterie  within  this  said 
Citie,  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same,  of  all. . .  .mesures,  that 
is  to  say,  busshell ....  pek  and  half  pek  and  bottells  of  hay,  and  at 
the  bottells  kepe  a  sufficient  weght  accordyng  to  the  statuts  in 
the  Chaumbre,  and  he  or  she  that  is  founden  culpable  in  the 

premisses  or . forfate  and  leive  vjs  viijd,  the  oon  halfe  to  the 

Chaumbre,  and  the  other  halfe  to  the  sustentacion  of  the  pageant 
of  the  said  ostillers.  And  also  that  no  man  ne  woman  within  this 
said  Citie,  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same  holde  non  osterie 
commune  without  that  thai  have  a  sygne  ower  thare  dore,  and  he 

or  she  that  doe  not . to  forfat  and  pay  without  eny  pardon 

xiijs  iiijd  in  maner  and  forme  as  is  abovesaid,  and  at  all  the  said 
ostellers  and  every  of  thayme  at  holdez  innes  or  osterie  without 
syne  have  thare  synes  up  be  the  fest  of  the  Nativitie  of  our  Lord 
next  ensuyng,  after  the  present  Acte.  And  also  it  is  agreid  from 
now  furth  that  no  baxter  that  kepys  osterie  bak  ne  horsebreid .... 
upon  payn  in  a  statute  thereof  ordeyned  and  providet.  Item  it  is 
enactid  from  now  furth  that  no  havermele  maker  of  this  Citie, 
suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same  cum  into  the  havermarket  of 
this  said  Citie  to  by  non  haver  within  the  said  market  unto  a  xj 
of  the  clok  be  striken  at  all  Halows  chirch  of  the  Payvement,  and 
he  or  she  that  doeth  contrarie  forfait  and  pay  without  eny  pardon 

iijd . in  maner  and  forme  beforsaid.  Item  the  same  day 

presents  and  place  it  was  fermelie  enacted  to  be  kepit  from  this 
day  forwarde  that  all  officers  belongyng  to  the  Chaumbre  of  this 
Cite,  that  is  to  say  Chamberleyns  or  Common  Serjants  to  the 
Maise  that  have  resavyd  eny  dieutiez  belongyng  to  the  said 
Chaumbre  and  have  un  accompted  ther  of,  shalbe  called  in  tofore 
the  Maire  and  Chamberleyns  for  tyme  beyng,  and  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  said  dieutie  without  pardon.  Item  the  same  day  and  place, 
cam  to  fore  the  said  Maire  and  all  other  above  named,  John  Sponer, 

1  Part  of  this  document  is  faded  and  illegible. 
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late  on  of  the  Comon  Serjants  to  Thomas  Wrangwish,  late  Mare 
of  the  said  Citie,  and  there  and  then  (fo.  68b)  for  certen  money  be 
hym  takyn,  the  last  yere  passed,  of  certain  persones,  the  which 
money  ensueth;  first,  the  said  John  as  it  was  said  resavyd  of  John 
Huchonson  ijd. . .  .the  said  John  Huchonson  was  sent  fore  tofore 
the  said  Maire  the  xvij  day  of  Octobre  above  writen  and  ex- 
amyned  wether  he  payd  the  said  John  Sponer  above  writen  ijd 
as  it  is  above  writen  or  nay;  which  John  Huchonson  thare  uncoacte 
said  he  paied  the  said  ijd  to  the  said  John  Sponer,  as  is  above  said. 
And  uppon  that  incontinentlie  the  said  John  Sponer  was  sent 
fore,  and  be  the  Mare  examyned  wether  he  resavyd  the  said  ijd 
he  saying  “ye  sir”  the  said  Maire  unto  hym  answerd  said,  “I 
marvel  ye  wold  resave  eny  dieutie  belonging  to  this  Chaumbre  and 
accompt  not."  Theruppon  the  said  Sponer  answerd  ayane  un- 
curtaslie  to  the  said  Maire  with  a  greit  spirit,  and  said,  “Wei,  sir 
and  ther  wer  no  man  that  had  don  wars,  and  that  the  mater  were 

son  amend/'  The  Maire  answerd  hym  and  said  “ . eny  man 

here  within  this  place  that  have  don  otherwise  than  hym  aght 
for  to  doo.”  The  said  Sponer  said  “Wei,  sir  ye  have  don  me  the 
warst  that  ye  can  do,  and  have  takyn  my  lyvelode1  from  me,  bot 
I  trust  to  God  to  have  a  better  lorde  next  yere  to  bere  me  furth 
than  ye  shall  have"  with  other  unfittyng  language  and  uppon  that 
committed  the  said  Sponer  unto  prison  and  there  he  contynued 
and  abode  from  the  said  xvij  day  of  Octobre  unto  the  xx11  day  of 
the  same  moneth;  at  the  which  day  the  said  Maire  and  all  other 
above  writen  was  assembled  in  the  Counsell  Chambre,  and  there 
and  then  it  was  agreid  at  the  said  John  Sponer  shold  of  his  la  we 
sumicion  be  dismissed  of  the  said  prison,  and  at  he  from  thens- 
furth  sholde  be  of  gude  demenyaunce  in  worde  and  dede  to  the  said 
John  Tonge,  Maire,  and  to  all  his  successors,  Maires  of  this  wor- 
shupfull  Citie,  durant  the  lief  of  the  said  John  Sponer.  The  which 
John  Sponer  was  sent  fore  oute  of  the  prison  tofore  the  said  John 
Tong,  Maire,  and  all  other  of  the  Counsell  above  writen  in  the 
Counsell  chaumbre;  and  there  the  said  Sponer  lawlie  uppon  his 
kneys  maid  his  sumicyon  to  the  said  Maire  in  forme  folowyng — 
My  lorde  the  Maire  it  is  so  that  I  uppon  (fo.  69)  friday  last  past  was 
tofore  your  lordship  and  then  of  my  greit  negligance  and  over¬ 
sight  words  unfittyng  escaped  me  to  the  greit  displesour  of  your 
said  lordship;  wherin  me  sore  repents  and  lowlie  pray  your  lord- 
ship  for  to  forgive  me. 

He  is  freed  from  prison  &  bound  over  in  10£  to  be  of  “gude 
demenance  in  worde  and  dede." 

fo.  75.  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  about  Fishgarths. 

Magno  Constabulario  et  Admirallo  Angliae;  copia  cujusdam 
litterae  factae  Ricardo,  Duci  Gloucestriae  pro  reformacione  de  lez 
fishegarthez. 

1  Lyvelode:  means  of  living. 
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Right  high  and  myghty  Prince,  and  our  ful  tendre  and 
especiall  gude  lorde,  we  your  humble  servaunts,  as  lawlie  as  we 
can  or  may  recomends  us  to  your  high  and  gude  grace,  havyng 
a  singler  confidence  in  your  high  and  noble  lordship  a  fore  eny 
other,  besecheth  your  Highnese  to;  impende  your  favorable  gude 
grace  to  our  servaunt,  the  berer  hereof,  in  maters  diverse,  which 
he  shal  of  our  behalf  propose  in  writyng  to  the  Kyng,  our  sovereins 
lorde  gude  grace,  concernyng  the  reformacion  of  certan  fisshe- 
garthez  as  yit  standyng  in  certan  ryvers;  wherein  we  humble 
besecheth  your  high  and  gude  grace  to  be  a  men  to  the  Kyng  our 
said  soverigne  lorde  in  thies  premissez.  And  we  your  said  humblie 
servants  shal  evermore  pray  to  the  Almyfluent1  God,  for  your 
prosperus  estate.  Writen  at  York  the  xvith  day  of  Octobre. 

fo.  75b.  Letter  to  the  King  about  Fishgarths. 

To  the  Kyng  our  lige  Lorde.  Mekely  sheweth  unto  your 
Highnes  and  gude  Grace  your  trewe  and  humblie  subjetts,  the 
Maire  and  Commons  of  your  Cite  of  Yorke,  that  where  in  your 
grete  Court  of  Parliament  last  holdyn  at  Westminster,  among 
other  it  was  ordeigned  and  enacted  that  diverse  estatuts  and 
ordinancez  be  for  that  tyme  made  for  the  consirvacion  of  your 
fressh  ryvers  within  this  your  Realme  of  England  shold  be  observed 
and  kept,  and  that  kiddelles  and  fisshegarthez  reryd  in  the  same 
fressh  ryvers  contrarie  to  your  lawez  shold  be  prostrait  and  cast 
doun,  as  in  the  same  last  Acte  more  planelie  it  apperith;  for  the 
execucion  of  the  same  it  hath  pleasid  your  Highnes  to  assigne  and 
make  the  Maire  of  your  said  Cite  and  other  your  Commissioners 
to  seirch,  view  and  to  inquire  for  the  reformacion  of  all  the  said 
kidells  and  fisshegarthez  wrongfullie  arerid  and  usied  within  the 
Shire  of  your  Cite  of  Yorke  and  Yorke  Shire,  in  the  waters  of 
Owse,  Ayer,  Wherff,  Darwent,  Nid  and  other.  Whereuppon 
accordyng  to  your  said  Commission  the  Commissioners  hath  made 
lawful  serche  in  the  forsaid  waters,  and  by  the  same  serche  and 
viewe  diverse  and  meny  kidells  and  fisshegarthez  arrerid  and  set 
to  the  greit  anoisaunce  to  all  your  lige  people  in  thies  parties  be 
ammovid  and  casten  doun;  yit  it  is  so,  Soverigne  Lorde,  that  a 
fisshegarth  is  arrerid  and  set  in  your  ryver  of  Ayre  called  [fo.  76) 
Goldalegarth,  in  the  parissh  of  Snayth,  pertenyng  to  your  Highness 
as  parcell  of  your  Duche  of  Lancastre,  the  which  so  instrats  the 
same  ryver,  that  all  your  lige  people  in  the  same  passyng  and 
repassyng  with  thare  shippes  and  botes  ben  gretely  lettyd  and 
stoppet  and  oftentymes  many  of  thame,  by  the  same  as  yit  stand¬ 
yng,  have  ben  liklie  to  be  perisshed.  The  amoving  of  which  fisshe¬ 
garth  and  puttyng  doun  of  the  same  your  sade  besechours  durst 
not  ne  will  attempt,  your  plesor  not  knawen  to  theym  in  that 
behalfe.  Please  your  Highnes  the  premissez  considered,  to  set 

1  Almyfluent:  occurs  only  here. 
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such  direccion  therin  as  shalbe  thoght  to  your  gude  Grace  most 
expedient.  And  your  said  besechers  shall  pray  to  God  for  the 
preservacion  of  your  most  Roiall  estate. 

Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  about  Fishgarths. 

The  Due  of  Gloucestre  Constable  and  Admirall  of  England. 
Right  trusty  and  wellbelovyd,  we  grete  you  wele;  and  asserten 
you  that  accordyng  to  your  desires,  late  by  your  servaunt  to  us 
broght  touchyng  reformacion  of  Goldale  Garth  or  eny  other,  we 
have  moved  the  King’s  Grace  in  the  same,  and  therupon  his  said 
Grace  hath  commaunded  us  at  our  next  home  commyng  to  take  a 
vewe  or  oversight  of  the  said  garthes  and  weeres  and  suche  of 
thame  as  have  not  ben  alowed  afore  Justics  of  Ayre,  to  see  at  they 
be  pulled  doune;  the  which  or  eny  other  thing  that  we  may  do  to 
the  wele  of  your  said  Cite  we  shall  put  us  in  our  uttermost  devour 
and  gode  will,  by  Gods  grace,  who  kepe  you.  Yeven  under  our 
signet  at  London  the  xv  day  of  Novembre.  To  oure  Right  trusty 
and  well  belovyd  the  Maire  and  Aldermen  of  the  Cite  of  Yorke. 

fo.  76b.  Proof  of  Birth. 

Mem.  the  xijth  day  of  Novembre,  the  xvij  yere  of  Kyng 
Edward  the  iiij  (1477)  cam  into  the  Counsell  chambre  of  Ousebrige, 
to  fore  John  Tonge,  Maire  of  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  Thomas  Wrang- 
wisshe,  Robert  Amyas,  Aldermen,  John  Hag,  William  Letwyn 
Chamberleyns  of  the  same  Cite,  and  other,  thare  beyng  present, 
on  John  Saunderson  of  Yorke,  fissher,  and  ther  and  then  shewed 
howe  that  he  of  late  ayanest  right  and  gude  conscience  by  the 
children  of  wekydnese  was  wrongfully  noysed,  slaundered  and 
defamed  that  he  shold  be  a  Scotisheman,  and  born  in  Scotland; 
the  saide  John  Saunderson  willyng  to  subdiew  and  avoid  the  said 
noise  and  slaunder  and  declare  and  prove  hym  self  a  trewe 
Englissheman,  cam  a  fore  us  in  his  propre  person  with  other  ful 
notable  and  discreit  personez  born  within  the  Counties  of  North- 
umbreland,  Westmerland  and  Cumberland — that  is  to  say,  Herry 
Horseley,  gent  Robert  Wivell,  Sir  Robert  Cutbert,  prest,  Laurence 
Lelegrave,  yoman,  William  Spacy,  Nicholas  Hay,  with  others,  and 
there  and  then,  in  and  on  the  premisses  dieulie  sworn  and  ex- 
amyned,  said  and  confessed  that  they  verelie  knewe  the  said 
John  Saunderson  for  a  trew  Englissheman,  and  at  he  was  born  in 
Chest wyk  in  Northumbreland  and  son  to  John  Saunderson  of  the 
same,  husbond,  and  Alyson  the  wiffe  of  the  same  John,  his  moder, 
and  at  William  Saunderson  Robert  Saunderson  and  Elyn  Saunder¬ 
son  were  godfaders  and  godmoder  unto  the  same  John  Saunder¬ 
son,  fissher. 

fo.  78b.  Question  of  Character. 

Mem.  quod  Ricardus  Wedyrby,  Taverner,  com  in  his  propre 
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person  to  fore  John  Tonge,  than  beyng  Mare  of  this  Cite,  and 
there  and  than  examyned  whether  he  knewe  eny  falsed  with  on 
Robert  Symme,  servaunt  to  Thomas  Milner,  saddiller,  the  said 
Richerd  dieulie  sworne  and  examyned  said  and  declared  that  he 
knewe  no  thing  with  the  said  Robert  Symme  bot  at  a  gude  and 
trewe  childe. 

fo.  79.  Mace-bearers  to  carry  their  proper  maces. 

Wednesdy  18th  December  17  Edward  IV  (1477).  Present — 
John  Tonge,  Mayor,  10  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the  xxiv.  The 
same  day  be  a  hole  assent  and  consent  of  all  above  writen,  that 
from  this  day  furth  ther  shalbe  no  Sergeant  beiongyng  to  the  Mare 
ne  Shireffs  of  this  Cite,  were  ne  bere  no  maise  within  this  said 
Cite,  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same,  without  that  maise  that 
he  berys. 

fo.  80.  Too  poor  to  be  Sheriff. 

Friday  the  [blank]  day  of  January,  17  Edward  IV 
(1477-8).  Present — John  Tong,  Mayor,  8  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 
The  same  day  it  was  agreid  be  a  hole  assent  and  consent  that 
Brian  Conyers  shalnot  be  called  to  the  office  of  Shirefwyk  within 
this  Cite  of  Yorke  within  the  space  of  viij  yeres,  olesse  than  he  be 
the  grace  of  God  within  the  said  viij  yeres  may  growe  in  guds  and 

ryches  to  have  the  said . ,  than  he  to  be  exlect  and  accepted 

to  the  same  office  by  the  assent  of  the  hole  Counsell. 

fo.  81.  Oversight  of  the  City  Walls. 

Tuesday  3  Feb . Present — John  Tonge  Mayor,  8  of  the 

xij,  9  of  the  xxiv.  It  was  agreid  that  Robert  Davyson,  mason,  from 
this  day  forward  shall  view  and  oversee  yerelie  the  walles  of  this 
Citie,  and  all  defalts  therin  to  shew  and  declare  to  the  Mare  and 
Chamberleyns  for  tyme  beyng;  and  he  at  all  tymez  to  have  and 
persave  for  hym  and  his  servants,  laboryng  in  the  said  defalts, 
such  wags  as  belongeth  to  a  mason  to  tak  be  day.  And  more  over 
it  was  agreid  at  the  same  Robert  Davyson  shold  have  frelie  a 
house  in  Walmegate  of  the  Commonaltie,  late  in  the  holdyng  of 
Robert  Tonge,  mason,  without  yeldyng  of  eny  rent  or  ferme 
to  the  Brigmaisters  of  Fosse  brig,  to  the  use  of  the  said  Common¬ 
altie.  And  also  the  said  Robert  Davyson  to  have  yerelie  a  goune, 

called  the  Mares . *of  the  costage  of  the  Citie,  to  be  delyvered 

be  handes  of  the  Chaumberleyns  for  tyme  beyng  in  this  Citie  at 
the  fest  of  Whitsonday  yerelie  durant  all  the  tyme  at  the  said 
Robert  shall  occupie  and  contynue  in  the  said  vieu  and  oversight 
of  the  saide  walles. 

1  Illegible. 
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fo.  82b.  Freedom  of  the  City. 

Vicesimo  quarto  die  mensis  Maii  anno  xviij  Regni  Regis 
Edwardi  iiij  (1478)  deliberata  fuit  una  littera  de  libertate  Civitatis 
Johanni  Brigham,  priori  prioratus  domus  Beatae  Mariae  de 
Thornholme  in  Com.  Lincoln,  sub  sigillo  Maioratus  secundum 
communem  tenorem  isto  libro  precedentem. 


fo.  94.  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  about  the  poverty 

of  Holy  Trinity  Priory  in  York. 

12  July  18  Edward  IV  (1478).  Present — Mosour  le  Maire, 
John  Fereby,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  9  of  the  xij,  the  two 
Sheriffs,  3  of  the  xxiv.  The  same,  day,  presens  and  place  by  all 
abovesaid  that  for  somoche  as  the  prior  of  the  Trinites  in  this  Cite 
of  Yorke  thare  presently  in  his  propre  person  petyvouselie  besoght 
the  said  Maire  and  his  brethren  that  he  myght  have  in  thare  namez 
under  the  Seall  of  Office  a  letter  of  rogation,  and  maid  unto  the 
right  high  and  mighty  prince,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  shewyng  to 
his  Highnesse  the  grete  povertie  of  the  said  place,  the  which  desire 
of  the  said  Prior  wer  graunted  and  thentent  therof  followeth. 

Right  high  and  mighty  Prince  and  our  ful  gude  gracious 
lorde.  After  moste  humble  recomendacion  with  all  devotions  and 
reverence,  pleas  it  your  gude  grace;  Dane  Robert  Hallowes,  Prior 
of  Priore  of  the  Trinites  within  the  Kyng  our  said  sovereines  Cite 
of  Yorke,  and  the  Convent  of  the  same,  have  nowe  late  commen 
afore  me  and  my  brethren  in  our  Counsell  Chaumbre  in  the  said 
Cite  and  there  petivouselie  shewed  us  there  grete  penury,  povertie 
and  trowble  with  many  other  grete  and  intolerable  hurts  and 
myschevys,  done  and  committed  ayanest  the  wele  of  your  said 
place  by  Edward  Dernton,  late  called  Prior  of  the  same,  for  the 
reformacion  wherof  with  other  things  concerneyng,  they  have 
wryten  unto  your  gude  grace,  according  with  thare  dewtie  and 
the  more  credence  to  be  had  and  yeven  therin,  send  it  to  your  gude 
grace  by  our  trusty  and  entierlie  welle  belovyd  brother,  Thomas 
Wrangwish,  with  certeyn  credence  concernyng  the  same.  Which 
writyng  and  credence  we  understond  for  trewth,  the  more  petie, 
discomforte  to  all  the  loufers  and  wellwillers  of  the  said  place, 
remembryng  the  grete  honour  held  and  kepid  by  the  Prior  therof 
in  tyme  passed  as  wele  in  mayntenyng  of  divine  service,  sadd 
guyding  of  the  Religious,  beldyng,  nurter,  welefare,  and  hospitalitie, 
as  in  all  other  things  concernyng  the  pleasour  of  God,  the  goode 
Rule  of  Religion  and  worship  of  the  Citie,  which  withoute  your 
habundaunt  grace  ande  dewe  reformacion  wilbe  utterlie  extincte 
and  expired  for  ever.  We,  therfore,  most  humbly  beseche  your 
gode  grace  after  your  ful  noble  pleasour  to  parvey  dewe  remedie  in 
the  premissez,  and  to  yeve  credence  to  our  said  brother  in  such 
thyngs  as  he  shall  enfourme  your  gude  grace  belongyng  to  the 
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same.  And  we  evermore  pray  to  the  blessed  Trinite  for  your  noble 
and  prosperous  estate.  Writen  at  York.1 

fo.  96.  The  King’s  visit  to  the  North. 

Every  Tapiter  may  dye  his  own  Yarn. 

2  Sep.  18  Edward  IV  (1478).  Present — John  Fereby,  Mayor, 
4  of  the  xij,  one  Sheriff,  6  of  the  xxiv.  2Wer  assemblied  in  the 
Counsell  Chaumbre,  and  agreid  that  Pires  Coke,  yoman  ser jaunt, 
shall  ride  towarde  the  Kyngs  gude  Grace  to  understand  the 
disposicon  of  his  said  gude  Grace  in  his  commyng  towards  this 
countrie;  and  what  placez  his  gude  Grace  purposeth  to;  ande  also 
whether  he  intendeth  to  com  to  this  his  Cite  or  nay. 

Item,  the  same  day,  presens  and  place,  it  was  agreid  that 
thies  personez  under  wrytinge  (sic)  shall  ride  to  mete  the  Kynge 
in  case  his  gude  Grace  intends  not  to  com  to  this  his  Cite,  with  all 
dewe  honour  and  reverence  desiryng  his  gude  Grace  unto  the  same, 
that  is  to  say,  The  Recorder,  John  Marshall,  Thomas  Wrangwish, 
John  Tong,  William  Welles,  Aldermen;  Robert  Hancok,  Sheriff, 
Alleyn  Wilberfosse  and  Nicholas  Pierson  of  the  xxiiij  with  persones 
at  ending  upon  thame. 

3Item,  the  same  day  it  was  agreid  that  from  this  day  forward 
it  shalbe  lefull  for  every  Tapiter  of  this  Cite  that  nowe  is  or  for  tyme 
shalbe  to  colour  his  awn  garnez  to  his  propre  use,  so  that  he  colour 
no  games  of  non  other.  And  that  Tapiter  that  is  culpable  in  that 
and  lawfully  proved,  shall  pay,  and  forfet  without  pardon  vj8  viijd 
tociens  quociens. 

Item  the  same  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lorde  the  Maire 
shall  call  to  hym  two  Aldermen  and  two  of  the  xxiiij  to  common 
what  William  Letwyn  will  yeve  for  his  discharge  of  eny  office 
within  this  Cite  from  this  day  forward,  and  with  William  Dekyn 
in  like  case. 

fo.  97b.  A  city  barge  to  be  built. 

23  December  18  Edward  IV  (1478).  Present — John  Fereby, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalf,  Recorder,  9  of  the  xij,  a  lawyer,  the  2 

1  The  troubles  of  this  Priory  are  revealed  in  the  Calendar  of  Patent 
Rolls,  1467-77,  p.  355.  A  commission  was  issued  to  William  Holbek,  Mayor 
of  York,  and  others,  on  the  complaint  of  Robert  Huby,  the  Prior,  that 
Robert  Marshall  and  John  Garland,  monks,  have  put  off  the  habit  of  their 
religion,  and  gathering  evil  doers  have  gone  to  the  monastery,  entered  into 
divers  of  its  lands  and  possessions,  wasted  its  goods,  and  threatened  the 
Prior  and  his  fellow  monks.  This  is  dated  11  September  1472.  The  same 
year,  on  14  December,  another  commission  was  issued,  on  the  information 
that  John  Dameton,  monk,  has  gathered  together  certain  evil  doers  and 
gone  to  the  monastery,  entered  into  divers  of  its  lands  and  possessions, 
and  imprisoned  three  monks. 

1  For  an  account  of  the  King's  visit  see  York  Memorandum  Book, 
vol.  II,  p.  240.  Davies,  Extracts  from  York  Records,  pp.  78-9. 

8  The  ordinances  of  the  Tapiters  are  printed  in  the  York  Memorandum 
Book,  vol.  II,  pp.  195-6.  See  also  glossary  in  the  same  volume,  p.  306,  s.v. 
Tapiter. 
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Sheriffs,  17  of  the  xxiv.  Wer  assemblied  the  same  day,  presens 
and  place;  and  there  ande  then  it  was  fully  agreid  by  all  above 
writyng  that  whoso  happyn  of  eny  of  the  wirshipful  sirs  of  the 
Twelve  to  be  this  next  yere  Maire  of  this  wirshupfull  Cite  shall  for 
the  wele  ande  wirship  of  the  same  make  and  fully  fenysshe  a  barge 
for  to  seirch  the  Ryvers  of  Ouse,  Wherff,  Ayre  and  other  ryvers 
comprehendit  more  at  large  in  the  Kyngs  Commission.  And  he  and 
is  Chaumberleyns  to  have  and  perceve  all  the  tymbre  and  other 
stuff  yeven  towards  the  said  barge,  as  it  apperith  in  a  bill  of 
Thomas  Wandesforth  honde.  And  if  so  be  that  the  Maire  at  shalbe 
this  next  yere  renay,1  and  wilnot  observe  and  kepe  this  said 
ordynaunce,  he  to  ryn  in  the  contempt  of  x11,  that  to  pay  withoute 
pardon,  and  to  be  restrenyd  of  his  fee  by  the  hands  of  his  Chamber¬ 
leyns  the  same  yere,  and  if  the  Chamberleyns  wilnot  restreyne  the 
said  sowme  of  x11,  they  to  pay  the  said  soume  of  x11  withoute  pardon. 
The  parcells  of  the  stuff  yevyn  to  the  said  barge  filoweth — that  is 
to  say,  a  greit  tre  to  a  botham2  tree,  and  three  other  treis,  and  a 
half  hundreth  of  clift  burde  boght  of  William  Scolemaister  for  the 
soume  of  xxij8  vjd;  the  which  is  unpayd  as  yit,  and  to  be  paid  by 
the  hands  of  the  Chamberleyns  this  next  yere,  the  which  burds  is 
remanyng  in  the  store  house. 

fo.  98.  Case  of  suspected  felony. 

The  viij  day  of  Feveryere  the  xviij  yere  of  Kyng  Edward  the 
iiij  (1478-9),  Robert  Wood,  late  dwelling  with  John  Marshall, 
yoman  of  the  chaumbre  unto  my  lorde  of  Northumbreland,  was 
takyng  within  the  Cite  of  Yorke  for  suspecion  of  felonie.  Ex- 
aminid  tofore  John  Fereby,  Maire  of  the  same  Cite,  ande  William 
Wellys,  elect  of  newe  into  the  office  of  the  Marialtie  of  the  same, 
John  Gylliat,  William  Snawsell,  John  Tonge,  John  Glasyn,  Robert 
Amyas  of  the  nowmbre  of  the  Aldermen;  Robert  Gyll  and  William 
Tayte,  Shireffs;  Richerd  Claybruke,  John  Towthorp,  Herry 
Williamson,  Aleyn  Wilberfosse,  William  Todd,  Nicolas  Peirson  of 
the  xxiiij,  and  other  ther  and  then  present  in  the  Counsel  Chaumbre 
of  the  same  Cite,  said  and  confessed  that  he  was  in  service,  and 
abidyng  with  the  said  John  Marshall  by  the  space  of  thre  yeres 
last  past  tofore  this  present  dayte  and  howe  that  he  within  the 
space  of  thre  weks  last  passed  departed  oute  of  his  said  service 
from  the  said  John  Marshall,  and  from  hym  went  unto  Maister 
Metham  place  at  Cotyngham;  ande  from  that  unto  Beverley,  and 
from  Beverley  to  Hull,  ande  to  Beverley  ayane,  and  thare  con- 
tynued  to  Seterisday  next  after  the  fest  of  the  Purificacion  of  our 
Lady  last  passed,  ande  so  from  that  to  Brighton,3  ande  there 
aboyde  by  the  space  of  a  nyght  with  on  William  Hostiller  ;  ande 
also  he  confessed  more  tofore  the  said  presens,  that  he  at  Roiston 

1  renay:  refuse. 

2  botham:  obsolete  form  of  bottom,  N.E.D. 

3  Query,  Brayton  ? 
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in  the  In  of  the  Grenend  staill  a  caskit  of  on;  and  what  sowme  was 
within  the  same  he  couth  not  declare,  bot  he  more  said  ther  was 
no  more  left  of  money  at  that  tyme  beyng  in  the  said  caskit  bot 
vj11  vs  the  which  v11  v8  was  delyvered  to  John  Odlowe,  on  of  the 
Chaumberleyns  of  the  said  Cite  in  the  presens  of  the  said  John 
Fereby,  Maire,  William  Wellys,  elect  of  new  Maire  ande  other 
above  writyn  in  the  said  Chaumbre  savelie  to  be  kepit. 

fo.  98b.  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

To  Our  right  trusty  and  wellbelovyd,  the  Maiour,  Aldermen 
and  Shireffs  of  the  Cite  of  Yorke.  Right  trusty  and  well  beloved, 
we  grete  you  wele;  and  desire  ande  pray  you  that  in  such  things 
as  we  have  comaunded  our  right  trusty  servaunt,  this  bringer,  to 
opyn  and  disclose  unto  you  on  our  behalve,  ye  will  yeve  ferme 
feith  and  credence,  ande  shewe  therin  your  good  willes  ande  lovyng 
disposicions,  ande  that  we  may  be  assertened  by  hym  of  your 
towardenes  in  the  same  as  our  especiall  trust  is  in  you.  Yeven 
undre  our  signet  at  Raby  the  last  day  of  Novembre.  The  Due 
of  Gloucestre,  grete  Chamberleyn,  Constable  ande  Admiral  of 
England. 

fo.  114b.  Letter  from  John  Vavasour  about  Fishgarths. 

After  due  recommendacion,  liketh  it  your  maistershups  to 
have  knowlige  that  I  was  late  with  the  Kyngs  gude  Grace,  ande 
emongs  other  maters  I  shewed  to  his  Highnes  the  statut  late  maide 
for  the  fisshegarthes  to  the . of  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  ande  there¬ 

upon  the  grete  cost  and  charge  that  ye  bere  in  the  said  Cite  for  the 
executing  of  the  said  Acte,  and  that  not  withstondyng,  incontinent 
after  that  ye  have  pulled  downe  the  said  fisshegarthes  according 
to  the  said  estatut  yit  diverse  persones,  immediatelie  efter,  have 
newe  rered  theire  fisshegarthes  ayane,  and  so  by  that  meen  to 
put  you  to  an  infenite  cost  and  labour;  the  Kyngs  Highnes  con- 
sideryng  theise  premisses  hath  yeven  me  in  comaundment  to 
bid  his  attourney  to  sewe  the  said  estatut  ayainst  theym  that  so 
have  broken  it,  ande  forthermore  the  Kyng  said  to  me  that  he 
wold  utterlie  releiff  his  said  Cite,  and  se  that  the  said  Acte  wer  put 
in  execucion.  I  wolde  therfore  avise  you  to  send  upp  your  Clerke, 
the  which  is  for  the  Cite,  with  a  copy  of  your  said  estatut  ande  the 
scire  facias  that  Sir  Guy  Fairfax  haith  caused  to  be  made  afore 
tyme;  ande  also  your  presentments  that  ye  take  immediatelie 
when  the  said  estatut  was  made;  ande  also  the  namez  of  thame 
that  offendeth  in  brekyng  of  the  said  estatut,  that  the  said  names 
may  be  presented  to  the  Kyngs  Highnes,  ande  therappon  by  his 
attorney  to  sewe  the  accions  uppon  the  said  estatut  as  it  will  like 
the  Kyngs  Highnes;  for  peraventure  some  persones  will  he  sewe 
and  som  he  will  comaund  to  leve  ther  fisshegarthes  after  his 
discression;  and  notwithstandyng  this  said  sute  I  wolde  avise  you 
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to  sewe  an  accon  ayanest  on  of  your  owen  frends,  to  the  intent  that 
the  Maire  for  the  Cite  myght  have  a  jugement;  I  trowe  the  Kyng 
wolde  be  agreable  to  dispens  with  that  person  for  it  shall  pertene 
unto  hym  for  his  partie  and  doo  the  same  for  the  partie  of  the  Cite. 
I  wolde  ye  called  your  lerned  Counsell,  ande  by  your  discression  and 
theires  take  a  sad  discussion  in  this  matter  that  myght  be  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Cite,  and  to  the  plesure  of  God,  who  have  you 
wel  in  his  kepyng.  From  London  the  xxxth  day  of  Octobre 

Your  awn  frende  &  servaunt  John  Vavesour. 

fo.  116.  Lord  Lovel’s  claim  of  pasturage  on  Knavesmire. 1 

13  August  19  Edward  IV  (1479).  Present — William  Welles, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  Richard  Yorke,  John  Tong, 
John  Glasyn,  Robert  Amyas,  Thomas  Asper,  learned  in  the  law; 
Robert  Gyll,  and  William  Tayte,  Sheriffs,  Richard  Claybruke, 
Thomas  Allyn,  William  Chymney,  William  Todd,  Allan  Wilberfosse. 
On  which  day  gathered  in  the  Guyhald  there  came  before  them  the 
Lord  de  Lovell  with  his  counsel  and  sought  from  them  the  cause  why 
Richd  Carbert,  his  farmer  of  Drynghouse,  was  in  divers  years  last 
past  forbidden  the  pasture  of  Knavesmyre;  for  he  and  his 
predecessors  had  from  tyme  out  of  mind  right  to  have  xx  gaits2  and 
one  bull  on  the  same  pasture,  and  Miles  Metcalf  answered  that  neither 
the  foresaid  Lord  nor  any  other  had  any  right  to  pasturage  but 
only  the  citizens  of  York.  Case  adjourned  till  Easter  next  following 
for  examination  of  evidences  to  be  brought  forward  by  Carbert. 

fo.  116b.  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  about  the 

felony  case. 

Right  worshupful  and  right  hartily  byloved  frende,  and  right 
trusty  and  welbiloved  frends,  I  commaund  me  unto  you;  and  thanke 
you  of  your  allez  gode  herts  and  lovyng  disposicion  to  me  shewed 
in  tyme  past,  wherein  I  pray  you  to  persever  and  continue.  And 
where  as  my  right  welbelovyd,  John  Eglisfeld,  your  servaunt,  hath 
on  your  behalves  by  the  reason  of  your  right  brought  unto  me 
certaine  money  that  was  stolne  by  Robert  Wode;  right  hartily, 
biloved  frends,  I  thanke  you  for  your  gode  willes  and  ye  shal 
understand  that  I  have  ever  bene  and  wilbe  of  as  god  wille  to  my 
power  to  that  myght  be,  for  the  wele  of  you,  and  the  Cite  as  eny 
man  lyvyng,  and  at  no  tyme  entending  your  cost  nor  charge. 
Wherfor  I  send  yon  the  same  money  ayaine  by  your  awne  servaunt. 
Natheles  for  asmuch  as  if  the  said  Robert  had  nat  myscheved3 

1  See  Davies,  Walks  through  York,  p.  95;  and  also  p.  81  of  this  present 
volume  for  the  sequel. 

1  A  Gait :  In  Best's  Farming  Book  a  gait  is  explained  as  the  stray  or 
grazing  of  cattle. 

8  Myscheved  hymself,  i.e.,  done  himself  bodily  harm,  N.E.D.  In  a 
Consistory  Court  case  for  1615  a  York  man  is  told  :  “You  were  watched 
by  the  constable  of  Crux  parish  one  night  least  you  should  mischeive 
yourself." 
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hymself  his  deth  shuld  have  ben  sued  according  to  the  laws,  on 
the  behalve  of  the  gentilman  from  whom  the  saide  money  was 
stolne.  Yf  it  like  you  in  consideration  therof,  to  his  behove  to 
send  it  for  the  discharge  of  myn  host  at  Roystone  I  woll  desire  and 
pray  you  so  to  do.  And  according  to  the  premissez  I  am  your, 
allers  to  my  power,  that  knoweth  our  Lorde  God  who  preserve  you 
all  with  gode  fortunes  lange  to  endure  in  joye  and  felicite.  Writen 
in  my  castell  of  Wresill  the  second  daie  of  Marche. 


fo .  117b.  False  Statement.  King  Richard's  Sword. 

Md  the . day  of  Septembre  the  xix  yere  of  Kyng  E.  (sic) 


the  iiij*  (1479)  cam  John  Fulford  into  the  Counsell  Chaumbre  to 
fore  William  Welles,  than  beyng  Maire,  and  there  and  then  where 
it  was  said  that  maister  Richerd  Yorke  shold  for  maytenaunce  of 
the  said  John  ayanest  Christopher  Bell  resave  and  take  a  scaffold, 
the  said  John,  uncoact,  sworn  uppon  the  holy  Evangelist  that  the 
said  Maister  Yorke  boght  the  said  scaffold  uppon  hym  for  x8,  the 
which  x8  was  paid  in  forme  folowyng,  that  is  to  say,  vj8  of  silver 
to  hym  self  and  iiij8  to  the  chaumbre. 

Md  there  is  delyvered  a  unce  and  a  half  of  brokyn  silver,  that 
was  to  penaunt  of  a  gyrdell  of  Kyng  Richerd  swerd,  the  ix  day  of 
Novembre,  to  Thomas  Wandesford 

fo.  118.  Expected  visit  of  the  sister  of  the  King  of  Scotland. 

Letter  from  the  King. 

Virus  ty  and  welbelovyd,  we  grete  you  well;  latting 
you  wite  how  it  is  agreed  betwix  us  and  our  deirest  cousin 
and  brother,  the  Kyng  of  Scotts,  that  our  right  dere  cousine,  his 
suster,  shall  in  all  goodly  hast  arrive  in  this  our  Royaume  for  to 
come  towards  our  Toune  of  Notyngham  for  hir  mariage,  so  that 
with  Godds  mercy  she  shalbe  at  our  Cite  of  Yorke  upon  Satirday 
the  ixth  day  of  Octobre  next  commyng;  for  whiche  cause  we  desire 
and  pray  you,  that  with  the  worshipful  persones  of  our  said  Cite 
arredie  to  mete  and  receyve  hir  into  the  same,  and  that  for  the 
time  of  hir  being  there  ye  wol  make  hir  and  alle  other  in  hir  com¬ 
pany  such  lovyng  and  herty  chier  as  we  therfore  may  have  cause 
to  yeve  unto  you  our  right  especial  thank.  Yeven  under  oure 
signet  at  our  Toun  of  Guyldeford  the  xxjth  day  of  August.  To  our 
trusty  and  welbelovyd,  the  Mayor  and  his  brethren  of  our  Cite 
of  Yorke. 

fo.  122.  Testimony  to  Character. 

13  January  18  Edward  IV  (1478-9).  William  Witherman, 
taillour,  came  in  his  oun  person  to  fore  John  Fereby,  Maire.  Ande 
there  sworn  uppon  the  holy  Evangelist  that  he  knewe  neyther 

1  This  visit  did  not  take  place.  See  Davies,  Extracts  from  York 
Records,  pp.  99-102.  The  date  of  this  document  is  doubtful. 
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treson  ne  felonie  by  on  Christopher  Bell,  tyler,  nor  non  unfitting 
words  said  uppon  the  said  Christopher  Bell  within  this  Cite  ne 
elsewhere  and  that  he  is  redy  and  wilbe  redy  to  prove  that  at 
tymes. 

fo.  122b.  The  Parson  of  St.  Peter  the  Little  diffames  John  Tong, 

the  Mayor. 

Thomas  Knayton,  bocher,  cam  personalie  to  fore  John 
Tonge,1  Maire  and  ther  examyned  what  language  that  he  herd  the 
person  of  Petre  Kyrke  Litell  say  as  touchand  the  same  Mare;  he, 
uppon  the  holy  Evangelist,  sworne  opynlie,  said  that  he  herd  the 
said  person  say  that  John  Tong,1  now  beyng  Mare,  was  not  able 
to  be  Mare  of  this  Wirshupful  Cite  and  bad  fye  uppon  hym  for  he 
was  bot  a  begger.2 


VOL.  II,  III,  IV.3 

fo.  4.  The  dispute  between  the  City  and  St.  Mary’s  Abbey  about 

rights  in  the  Common  at  Fulford. 

vij  die  April  (1480).  Present — John  Marshall,  Mayor. 
Guy  Fairfax,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  Richd  Pygott,  serviens  ad 
legem,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  11  of  the  xxiv.  At  the  wich  day  it 
was  shewed  by  the  right  wirshipful  Sir  Guy  Fairfax,  knyght,  and 
Richerd  Pigod,  servant  at  the  lawe,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  the  right  worshupful  Sir,  the  abbet  of  Saynt  Mary  abbey, 
that  the  same  Abbet  and  the  hole  Convent  of  the  same  wold  gladlie 
that  a  pesable  end  werre  had  be  twix  theyme  and  the  Cite  of 
York  for  certan  groges  dependyng  be  twix  theyme  as  tochand 
comon  and  other;  to  the  which  was  namyd  Guy  Fairfax,  Knyght, 
Richerd  Pygot,  and  John  Vavesour,  servants  at  the  lawe,  indiferent, 
Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  and  Thomas  Asper  for  the  Cite,  John 
Marshal,  Thomas  Wrangwish,  John  Tonge,  John  Fereby,  Robert 
Amyas  and  William  Todd,  Aldermen  or  thre  of  theym,  Alleyn 
Wilberfosse,  Robert  Gyll,  John  Hagg,  Robert  Hancok  of  the 

xxiiij  or  two  of  thym . Thys  be  the  yedicacion  of  the  said 

arbitrours  of  poyntement  in  the  premissez . that  noyn  of  the 

said  Citizens  shall  occupy  the  common  in  the  feld  of  Fullford  with 
beists  afor  the  said  fest  of  Saint  Mychaell  next  cumyng  nor  after 
yf  the  weddvr  be  fowyll  and  unsesonabill,  so  that  the  tenaunts  of 
Fullford  may  [not]  in  thair  coryn4  for  unsesonabill  weddyr,  on  to 
soch  tym  as  the  coyrn  be  full  inyd,  and  also  that  noyn  of  the  said 

1  Tonge  was  mayor  in  1477. 

9  This  entry  is  crossed  through  in  the  original. 

3  House  Books  No.  2,  3,  and  4  have  been  bound  in  one  volume,  which 
is  numbered  2,  3,  4  and  a  new  continuous  foliation  has  been  given.  The 
first  three  folios  are  missing. 

4  In  their  corn  :  gather  in  harvest, 
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Citizens  shall  tedyr  in  the  said  feld  [until]  soch  tym  as  the  corn  be 
fully  in  yd,  but  that  every  man  shall  tedyr  of  hys  awne  ground, 

providyng  all  wai  that  yf  the . of  Fulford  occupy  common 

in  the  saide  feld  afore  the  said  Fest  the . the  said  citizins  in 

lyke  forme  evyn  furth  with  shall  occupy  thar ....  [the  rest  is  illegible]. 

fo.  4b.  No  Butchers  to  have  Pastures  within  six  miles 

from  York. 

2  April  xx  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — John  Marshall, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  10  Aldermen,  18  of  xxiv.  Isto 
die  datum  est  carnificibus  quod  citra  festum  sancti  Michaelis 
Archangeli  proximi  quod  non  teneant  pasturas  infra  sexmillia 
Civitatis  sub  pena  forisfacturae  ad  usum  Communitatis  Cs  et 
libertatis  dictae  civitatis,  nisi  aliter  per  consilium  praedictum  ob 
causas  racionabiles  remediatur  ut  alibi  in  Libro  pro  re . .  hoc  anno 
plene  liquet. 

fo.  5.  Thomas  Wrangwish  to  attend  the  King's  Council. 

Letters  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and  others. 

19  April  20  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — the  Maire,  8  of  the 
xij,  2  Sheriffs,  13  of  the  xxiv.  At  the  which  omnes  prescripti  con- 
senserunt  unanimiter  quod  Thomas  Wrangwish,  Aldermannus, 
equitabit  London  ad  consilium  Regis  pro  diversis  materiis  et 
Nicholaus  Pereson  equitabit  cum  ipso  et  diversae  literae  factae  a 
Maiore  et  Consilio  Ricardo  Duce  Gloucestro,  Domino  nostre 
Cancellario,  Domino  de  Chamberleyn,  Guidoni  Fairfax,  Ricardo 
Pygot  et  Johanni  Vavesor.  Et  quod  Thomas  Davyson  equitabit 
Duci  Gloucestr,  Miloni  Metcalfe,  Recordatore  pro  diversis  literis. 

fo.  5b.  24  March  1480 

Present— Le  Maiour,  8  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 
It  was  accorded  by  the  hole  assent  and  consent  of  all  present  that 
Thomas  Wrangwish  shall  ryde  to  London  to  the  Kvnges  counsell, 
and  that  Alan  Wylberfosse  shall  ryde  with  hym. 

fo.  6.  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

6  May  20  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — The  Mayor,  5  of  the 
xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv.  Quo  vero  die  quidam  serviens  illus- 
trissimi  princepis  Ricardi  Ducis  Gloucestre  pertulit  quandam 
literam  Maiori  et  in  presentia  personarum  (praedictorum)  lecta  fuit 
et  declaracio  cujus  res  tractatae  in  eadem  litera. 

fo.  7.  A  City  Sheriff  sent  to  prison. 

31  May  20  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — John  Marshall, 
Maior,  8  of  the  xij.  omnes. ....  .concessere  quod  Ricardus  Marston, 
unus  vice  comitium  civitatis  Ebor  committatur  prisonae  ibid. 
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moraturus  quousque  etc.,  pro  sua  inobediencia  erga  Maiorem  in 
uno  brevi  de  supersedeas  praefato  Ricardo  a  dicto  Maiore  misso 
quod  quidem  breve  de  supersedeas  dictus  Ricardus  vicecomes 
recusavit  admittere  et  allocare. 

fo.  9.  Messenger  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  with 

letters  and  credence.  Letter  received  from  Earl 
of  Northumberland. 

13  August  20  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — John  Marshall, 
Mayor,  14  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv.  Omnes  concordant 
quod  Thomas  Davvson  et  Johannes  Sponer  equitabunt  illustri 
principi,  Ricardi  Duci  Gloucestre  in  negotio  tam  per  literam 
missivam  quam  cum  credentia  prout  per  literas  hoc  anno  irro- 
tulatas  plene  liquet.  Et  postea  eodem  die  consilio  praedicto  prius 
tracto  et  concluso,  venit  Johannes  Newton,  Secretarius  Henrici, 
Comitis  Northumbriae  cum  litera  scripta  et  credentia  cujus 
tenor  literae  irrotulatur  in  dicto  libro  hoc  anno. 

fo.  9b.  The  Scottish  Expedition. 

15  August.  Present — John  Marshal,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij, 
12  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv.  Consideratum  est  quod  omnes  homines 
qui  equitant  versus  Scociam  habebunt,  et  quilibet  eorum  per  se 
habebit  tam  de  Civitate  quam  wapentagio  de  Aynesty  unum 
jaket  de  albo  et  rubio  de  expenso  communi.  Et  ulterius  con¬ 
sideratum  et  ordinatum  est  quod  qualibet  parochia  dupliciter 
solvet  prius  assessam. 

fo.  10.  The  Scottish  Expedition. 

Penultimo  die  Augusti  xx  Edward  IV  (1480).  Present — 
John  Marshall,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  2  sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv.  Ad 
quern  diem  litera  illustrissimi  Principis,  Ricardi  ducis  Gloucestre. 
pro  viagio  cum  dicto  principe  versus  Scociam  publica  lecta  fuit. 
Et  ulterius  concessum  est  portatori  standerdi,  habere  in  regardo  de 
camera  vj8  viijd  ultra  vadia  parochiae  et  pro  equo  suo  x8  de  camera. 
Et  Thomae  Clerk  pro  equo  suo  xjd  de  camera. 

Miscellanea,  Vol.  1.  /.  496.  Intended  Invasion  of  the  Scotts. 

Soldiers  to  be  sent  from  York. 

The  Due  of  Gloucestre.  Right  trusty  and  welbeloved,  we  grete 
you  wele,  and  let  you  wyt  that  it  is  shewyd  unto  us  that  the 
Scotts  in  grete  multitude  entende  this  Saterday  nyght  in  thre 

boosts  to  entre  into  the . marches  of  these  north  partyes; 

and  by  suche  knowlage  as  our  Cosin  of  Northumbreland  hath  thatt 
they  entende  to  entre  into  hys  marches,  we  trustyng  to  God  to  be 
mete  to  resiste  their  malice  what  soever  marches  that  they  may 
entre,  on  the  Kyng  our  soverayn  Lords  behalve,  we  desire  and 
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require  you  therfore,  and  on  our  owne  hertely  praye  you  that  for 
the  defence  of  this  his  realme  and  resistence  of  their  said  malice 
ye  do  send  unto  us  to  Duresme  on  Thursday  next  comyng  a 
servaunt  of  yours  accompanyd  with  suche  certen  nombre  of  youre 
Citee  defensibly  araied,  as  that  ye  entende  and  may  deserve  right 
speciall  thanks  of  the  Kyngs  Hyghnes  and  us;  and  that  this  be 
not  failled  as  our  faithful  trust  is  in  you.  Yeven  under  our  signet 
the  viijth  day  of  September  (1480).  To  our  right  trusty  and 
welbelovyd  the  Maiour,  Shereffs  and  Aldermen  of  the  Cetie  of 
Yorke.1 


Miscellanea,  Vol.  I.  fo.  489.  The  Scottish  Invasion. 

Your  hertilie  lover,  H.  Northumberland.  Right  worshipful 
frend  and  right  hartelie  bilovyd  friends  I  commaund  me  unto 
you,  and  for  as  much  as  the  Scotts  in  greit  nombre  ar  entred  into 
Northumberland,  whos  malice,  God  helpyng,  I  entend  to  resist; 
therfor  on  the  Kyngs  our  soveraine  Lords  behalve  I  charge  you, 
and  on  myn  behalve  as  Warden  desire  and  praye  you  that  all  suche 
persones  as  ye  goodly  may  make  in  thair  beste  and  most  defensible 
array,  on  horsse,  be  with  me  upon  Monday  next  cumyng  by  viij 
of  the  clok  to  fore  none  apon  Northallerton  more;  this  I  pray  you 
be  applyed,  as  my  speciall  trust  is  in  you  and  as  ye  entend  the 
welle  and  surety  of  thes  parties.  And  I  beseche  God  send  you  all 
good  fortune  and  us  gud  spede.  Writtyn  in  my  castell  of  Wresyll 
in  hast  the  vijth  daie  of  Septembre  (1480).  To  the  right  worshyp- 
full  and  my  ryght  hartely  belovyd  frende  and  frends  the  Maiour 
and  his  bretheryn  of  the  Citee  of  Y ork  and  the  Comons  of  the  same 
and  every  of  them. 


fo.  10b.  A  New  Archbishop. 

12  September.  Present — John  Marshal  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij, 
2  Sheriffs,  5  of  the  xxiv.  Congregati  in  camera  consilii  civitatis 
Ebor.  ob  electionem  (stc)  Bullarum  Thomae  Rotherham,  archi- 
episcopi  Ebor,  de  novo  electi.  Edward  iiij. 


fo.  11.  Fishgarths. 

13  October.  Present — John  Marshall,  Mayor.  Ad  quam  diem 
consensum  est  quod  Petrus  Coke  equitabit  London  ad  solicitand- 
um  pro  le  fisshegarthes. 

1  This  document,  with  several  others  chiefly  relating  to  Scottish  ex¬ 
peditions,  is  taken  from  a  Book  amongst  the  York  Records,  lettered. 
Miscellanea,  Vol.  I.  Edward  IV  to  Henry  VII.  This  book  is  almost  entirely 
filled  with  names  of  people  in  arrears  to  the  Chamberlains,  but  it  contains 
some  documents  of  importance,  which  seem  to  have  hitherto  been  unnoticed, 

*  Bee  Plumpton  Correspondence,  p.  40, 
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Miscellanea,  Vol.  I.  jo.  490.  The  Scottish  Invasion. 

H.  Northumbreland.  Sir  Maiour  I  grete  you  wele;  and  for 
asmoche  as  the  Scotts  ben  entered  into  Northumbreland,  therfor 
on  the  Kyngs  our  sovereyn  lorde  behalve  I  charge  you,  and  also 
on  myn  as  Warden  that  ye  cause  all  suche  persones  as  ye  may 
make  to  be  redy  to  attende  apon  me  for  the  defense  of  them  assone 
as  ye  have  warnynge,  without  delay  or  tarying,  as  you  wyll  answer 
at  your  perill.  Writtyn  in  my  Castell  of  Wresyll  the  xiijth  daye  of 
Octobre.  To  the  Maiour  of  the  Citie  of  York. 


Miscellanea,  Vol.  I.  fo.  491.  The  King  thanks  York  for  help  given 

against  the  Scotts. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele,  and  by  the  reaporte 
of  our  derest  broder  the  Due  of  Gloucestre  we  have  undirstande  to 
our  ful  good  pleasir  your  redy  disposicon  to  serve  us  in  hys  company 
ayenst  oure  enemys  and  rebells  the  Scotts,  for  the  whyche  we 
tenderly  thanke  you  and  pray  you  of  your  continuance  in  the  same; 
lattyng  yow  wytt  that  in  suche  reasonabyll  thynges  as  ye  shall 
have  to  doo  with  us  herafter  we  shal  therfor  so  remembre  youre 
saide  disposicons  as  shalbe  to  your  wele  and  honnour  in  tymes  to 
come.  Yeven  under  our  signet  in  our  Castell  of  Nottyngham  the 
xixth  day  of  October.  To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  maior 
and  aldermen  of  our  Citie  of  York.1 


fo.  lib.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  at  Sheriff  Hutton. 

2Die  Octobris  anno  xx  E.  iv.  (1480).  Present — John  Marshall 
Mayor.  5  of  the  xij,  6  of  the  xxiv.  At  the  which  day  it  was  agreid 
that  Robert  Amyas,  on  of  the  Aldermen,  shall  ryde  unto  Shireff 
huton  unto  the  right  high  and  myghti  prince,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre, 
and  with  hym  John  Egglesfield.  Item  it  is  agreid  that  Richard 
Colynson  of  Essingwold,  yoman,  shall  inlaw3  his  body  to  fore  the 
Maire  and  his  Counsell  uppon  monday  next  commyng. 

1  In  the  York  Chamberlains  Accounts  for  1480  folios  41b,  42,  42b  are 
the  receipts  from  the  Constables  of  the  York  Parishes  for  soldiers  going  to 
Scotland.  Mem.  that  the  chamberleyns  have  rescevyd  be  the  hands  of 
John  Broketts  and  John  Wyndrys,  constabills  of  Sanct  John  parich  of  Owse 

.brygg  end  in  pairt  of  payment  of  certain  money  lent  to  certan  sochers  by 
Thomas  Davyson  at  thys  last  viage  now  made  to  Skotland  as  it  aperys  by 
a  bill  tharof  made,  that  is  to  say  for  Richard  Heryson  ijs,  John  Colson, 
shipman  ijs,  Robert  Smyth,  shipman  ijs  and  xijd  for  the  standerd  berer; 
in  the  holl  vijs.  The  Collections  for  the  other  19  Parishes  follow.  Total  sum 
collected  lxixs  viijd. 

2  The  date  of  the  month  is  not  given. 

■*  Inlaw — the  opposite  to  outlaw;  to  bring  under  the  protection  of 
the  law. 
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fo.  12.  Charges  against  two  tailors  and  a  walker. 

10  November.  Friday.  Present — John  Marshall,  5  of  the  xij. 
8  of  the  xxiv.  At  the  which  day  cam  tofore  the  said  Maire  and  his 
Counsell  in  the  Counsell  Chaumbre,  Thomas  Fissher,  Taillour, 
and  ther  and  then  for  unfittyng  language  by  the  said  Thomas, 
don  and  had  as  anenst  the  Maire  and  Shireffs  by  hym  said  in  the 
tavern  of  Richerd  Gascoyn,  and  also  in  fortefyng  of  the  same 
language  with  warse  to  fore  the  said  Maire  and  his  Counsell,  he  was 
committed  to  prison  ther  to  abide  unto  tyme  he  fynde  sufficiant 
suretie  from  hensfurth  of  his  gude  beryng,  by  obligacion  of  sowme 
of  x11.  Item  that  where  it  was  late  presented  ayanest  John  Davyson, 
taillour,  that  he  shold  have  a  childe  of  his  into  the  Castell,  out  of 
the  fraunches  of  this  Cite,  and  ther  left  hym  with  the  gaoler,  for 
a  trispas  by  the  said  childe  don  to  hym,  ayainst  the  right  of  the 
fraunches  of  this  Cite,1  and  also  for  unfityng  language  by  hym  said 
to  Richerd  Clerk,  on  of  the  Shireffs.  For  that  cause  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  said  John  Davyson  shold  be  discharged  of  his 
fraunches,  and  soo  incontinent  this  same  present  day  he  was. 
And  more  over  where  it  was  shewed  by  William  Sponer,  on  of  the 
xxiiij,  that  John  Turpan,  walker,2  shold  say  unfittyng  language 
of  the  Maire  and  the  Counsell  of  the  Chaumbre,  the  ixth  day  of 
July  the  xxu  yere  of  Kynge  E.  iiijth,  the  which  sayng  was  opynlie 
red  before  hym,  and  uppon  that  he  was  committed  to  prison. 

fo.  12b.  Examination  of  Aliens. 

Mace  and  sword  bearer. 

Friday,  17  November.  Present — John  Marshall,  Mayor, 
&  15  others.  It  is  agried  that  the  Alienyenes,  inhabet  within  the 
Cite,  shalbe  called  tofore  the  Mair  and  examynd  upon  the  ordin- 
aunce  apon  theym  and  that  he  or  thei  shall  make  fyne  such  as 

shall . by  the  Mair  and  his  Counsell.  And  if  thai  or  ony  of  tham 

refuse  so  to  do  then  to  discharge  him  or  theym  of  his  fraunches. 
Also,  for  as  much  as  where  an  auncyene  ordinance  hath  been 
used  in  this  Citee  in  the  eleccon  of  Mair  Esquires,  that  were  officer 
of  the  said  Citee,  of  the  two  Esquirs  in  the  first  that  the  elder  in 
the  office  bere  the  mase  and  the  yonger  the  swerd  from  now 
furth  nothing  withstanding. 

fo.  14b.  Refusal  to  be  an  Alderman. 

Sunday  13  January  20  Edward  IV  (1480-1).  Present — 
John  Marshall,  Mayor  and  7  others.  At  the  which  day  it  is  agreid 
that  for  so  much  as  William  Todd  wilnot  ne  myght  not  com  to 
the  Counsell  this  day  to  take  the  office  of  Aldermanship  uppon 
hym,  and  his  othe  to  that  ordeigned,  that  if  he  still  so  stand  and 
wil  not  abbey,  to  forfet  xl11  without  pardon,  to  be  paid  withoute 
he  be  reformed  be  twix  this  and  the  xv  day  of  the  moneth  above- 

1  The  next  sentence  is  crossed  through. 

a  Walker,  a  fuller. 
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said;  forsene  alway  that  the  Mair  shall  send  for  hym  and  to  take 
payment  of  suretie  of  the  said  William  Todd  for  the  said  xl11, 
and  if  he  denys  that,  the  Maiour  to  kepe  hym  sure  to  tyme  it 
be  paid.  And  if  the  Maiour  [be]  remisse  or  necligentlie  lat  the 
said  William  Todd  departe  withoute  payment  or  suretie,  he  to  pay 
the  said  xl11  hym  self  to  the  behufe  of  the  Commonaltie  withoute 
pardon. 

fo.  16.  Various  Regulations  about  Aliens  and  others. 

13  February.  Present — Mosour  le  Maire,  8  of  the  xij,  2 
Sheriffs,  12  of  the  xxiv.  Omnes  prescripti  eodem  die  ad  primum 
articulum,  viz,  quod  nullus  alienus  forensicus  admittatur  ad  liber- 
tatem  civitatis  ab  hoc  die  in  antea  nisi  se  inhabitat  infra  istam 
civitatem  consenserunt  esse  bonum.  Et  ad  secundum  articulum 
omnes  prescripti  consenserunt  quod  omnes  illi  qui  pre  antea 
recepti  sunt  ad  libertatem  inhabitant  se  ipsos  infra  istam  civitatem 
citra  festum  Ad  Vincula  Petri  proximi  sub  pena  ammissionis 
liber tatis  suae.  Et  eciam  quod  nulli  aliegeni  admittantur  ad 
libertatem  ab  hoc  die  in  antea  nisi  quilibet  eorum  solvit  xl8.  Et 
eciam  quod  nulli  piscenarii  forensici  qui  portant  pisces  marinos 
ad  istam  civitatem  vendendos  non  vendunt  pisces  suos  nisi  ad 
Scabell.1  Et  eciam  quod  homines  forinseci  qui  portant  diversos 
pannos  lanitos  ad  istam  civitatem  vendendos  non  vendunt  per 
retail  sed  in  grosso.  Et  eciam  quod  carnifices  non  tenent  pasturas 
infra  sex  milia  civitatis.  Et  eciam  quod  nulli  tenent  acram 
porcorum  infra  civitatem.  Et  eciam  quod  nullus  officiaiis  vendit 
nec  alienat  officium  suum  alicui  sub  pena  exoneracionis  officii  sui. 
Et  eciam  quod  omnes  qui  utlagi  sunt  infra  civitatem  portant 
onera  escaeta  ejusdem.  Et  eciam  quod  omnes  illi  qui  vendunt 
allices  et  alios  in  articulo  specif icatos  vendunt  iu  foro  Jovis2  et 
non  alibi.  Et  eciam  quod  mercatores  London  non  vendunt 
mercandisas  suas  nisi  mercatoribus  civitatis.  Et  eciam  quod 
gardiani  civitatis  ambulant  cum  maiore  infra  wardam  suam  ad 
supervidendos  diversos  defectus. 

fo.  19.  Soldiers  from  York  and  Ainsty  for  the  Campaign 

against  Scotland. 

It  was  commoned  as  tochand  the  Kyngs  plesour  in  his  roiall 
viage  into  Scotland,  what  numbre  of  sowgeours  shold  attend  uppon 
the  Kyngs  gude  grace,  and  it  is  thoght  and  past  that  ther  shalbe 
of  the  cite  of  Yorke  and  Aynstie,  of  gude  and  able  men,  defensable 
arraied  for  the  Kyngs  plesour,  and  to  attend  uppon  his  said 
Highnesse,  the  numbre  of  vj xx  men  for  the  space  of  two  monethes, 
uppon  the  which  numbre  ther  shalbe  of  Aynestie  lx  persones. 

1  Scabell.  The  bell  for  the  Fishmarket  on  Fossbridge  is  called  in 
1545  the  "Scaytebell.” 

*  iu  foro  Jovis.  Thursday  Market,  the  great  provision  market  of 
mediaeval  York — now  called  St.  Sampson’s  Square. 
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fo.  18b  Charge  against  a  Sheriffs  Serjeant. 

24  March  20  Edward  IV  (1480-1).  Present — John  Marshall, 
mayor  and  25  others. 

At  the  which  day  cam  to  fore  all  abovesaid,  on  Thomas 
Bawman  of  Kyngeston  uppon  Hull,  wever,  and  ther  ande  then,  it 
was  shewed  on  the  behalfe  of  the  said,  diversez  wrongs  don  ande 
committed  by  Thomas  Messingham,  on  of  the  Shereffs  serjants, 
in  that  at  he  retenyd  the  said  Thomas  to  arest,  and  a  man  called 
Robert  Gaytefeld,  his  servant,  in  a  accion  of  dett,  the  which  Thomas 
he  said  dissavid1  hym  ande  made  writyng  to  the  parte,  and  so  by 
that  mean  he  withdrewe  hym,  ande  after  that  so  doon,  the  said 
Thomas  Messingham  at  the  suyt  of  the  said  Robert  Gaytefield 
arest  the  said  man  of  Hull  in  a  accion  of  trespas. 

Also  it  was  agreid  that  my  lorde  Maire  shall  answer  to 
Marmaduc  Constable,  that  if  so  be  that  the  said  Marmaduc  ques¬ 
tion  hym  how  the  Cite  wilbe  demenyd  with  the  busshells,  he  to 
answer  that  the  Cite  will  occupie  such  as  have  been  occupied  of 
auncheand  tyme. 

fo.  20.  Knights  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Ainsty  to  appear 

before  the  Mayor. 

9  March  21  Edward  IV  (1480-1).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  xxiv. 

Eodem  die  consenserunt  ad  faciendum  omnibus  militibus 
et  aliis  generosis  de  wapentagio  de  Aynestie  quod  comparant  coram 
Maiore  et  ejus  Consilio  hie  in  camera  consilii  die  martis  prox. 
futuri  ad  horam  novenam  pro  diversis  articulis  ....  Dom  nostrum 
Regem. 


fo.  20b.  The  City  Officials  and  those  of  the  Ainsty  who 
attend  the  meeting,  agree  to  help  the  King 
against  Scotland. 


13  day  March  21  Edward  IV  (1480-1). 

Robertus  Amyas,  maior  Aynestie 

Johannes  Marshall  J  Willelmus  Stapilton,  Miles 


Willelmus  Snawsell 
Ricardus  Yorke 
Johannes  Tong 
Willelmus  Wells 
Johannes  Newton 
Willelmus  Todd 
Johannes  Hagg 
Michaelis  White 


►  Aldermanni 


} 


Vice-comites 


Thomas  Fairfax 
Milo  Willesthorp 
Robertus  Stokes 
Johannes  Norton 
Seth  Snausell 
Johannes  Askham 
Brianus  Middelton 
Guido  Frankelyn 


et  alii 

Ex  duobus  tarn  de  civitate  quam  de  Aynestie  consenserunt 
habere  numerum  hominum  defensabilium  Domino  nostro  Rege 
versus  Scotiam. 


1  Dissavid  :  deceived. 
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Miscellanea  Vol.  1 ,  fo.  1. 

The  King’s  instructions  for  the  Scottish  Expedition,  sent  to  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  and  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Tempore  Roberti  Amyas,  Maioris  civitatis  Ebor  anno  regni 
regis  Edwardi  quarti  vicesimo,  tharticles  of  credence  by  the  Kyngs 
commaunderment  to  be  delyvered  to  the  Due  of  Gloucestre  and 
therle  of  Northumberland  by  Thomas  Lynom  and  Rauff  Hothom. 
First,  uppon  delyvere  of  the  Kyngs  lettres  unto  aither  of  theme. 
It  is  to  be  shewed  that  the  Kyngs  mynde  and  desire  is  that  thei  in 
all  godely  hast  uppon  the  same  shulde  comme  to  gidder  in  a  con¬ 
venient  place  for  thexecusion  of  theffect  of  the  seid  lettres.  Item 
that  aither  of  them  incontinent  theroppon  shall  addres  them 
severally  to  their  parties  calling  unto  them  theire  servaunts  and  in- 
habitaunts  of  the  same,  shewing  the  Kynges  mynde  and  intent 
comprised  in  the  seid  lettres  and  theroppon  aither  of  them  shall 
desire  to  undrestaunde  the  gude  will  and  ascistance  of  every 
gentylman  or  touneshipe  in  that  behalve  so  that  the  King  may 
therby  be  assertanede  of  such  nombre  as  will  asciste  and  serve 
him  in  those  contres  accordyng  the  Kyngs  desire  in  his  seid  letters. 
Item,  that  aither  of  the  seid  lords  in  all  goodly  haste  upon  the 
foresaid  shewyng  the  Kyngs  mynde  unto  the  seid  countres,  addresse 
tham  to  come  personally  un[to]  the  Kyngs  Highness,  and  to 
depute  in  the  meane  seasone  of  the  wisest  ande  moste  discret  and 
best  willing  persones  to  the  Kyng  of  those  counties  to  advance  the 
Kyngs  entent  in  that  behalve,  and  to  understande  as  breefly  as 
thei  can  every  mannys  mynde  therin,  so  that  the  Kyng  may  be 
withoute  delay  acertaynede  therof  to  thentent  that  he  may 
furnysshe  the  remenaunts  of  his  armes  to  the  well,  suertv  and 
honour  of  hym  and  of  his  land. 

Item,  that  provisicion  be  maide  for  vitall  in  every  place  frome 
Trent  furthwarde  as  the  armee  shall  come,  and  that  every  good  toune 
be  entreted  in  these  parties  to  appoynt  and  ordeyne  vitalers  to 
serve  the  King  and  his  host  by  lande  and  also  by  water,  as  well 
within  his  realme  of  England  as  within  Scotland;  for  every  vitalere 
shalbe  well  entreted,  and  well  and  truely  paid  for  his  seid  vitaillers. 

Item,  that  every  mane  that  shall  go  with  the  Kyng  in  his 
seid  viage  to  have  uppon  hym  a  white  Jaket  with  a  crosse  of 
Seynt  George  sweed  theruppon;  and  if  eny  mane  woll  have  beside 
that  his  perticurer  bagge  of  him  list  he  may  have  it  so  that  it  be 
upon  a  jaket  of  armes  of  Seint  Georgie  withoute  chaunge  of  coloure. 

Item,  that  be  sids  the  Kings  carrage  and  provisicions,  pro¬ 
visicion  be  made  for  carrige  of  carts  aboute  Newcastell  as  shall 
move  therine  such  of  the  Kings  host  as  will  by  them;  and  also 
other  carts  to  the  nombre  vc  goyng  after  the  host  with  vitaill. 

Item,  that  gode  espies  be  contenually  and  daly  within  the 
realme  of  Scotland,  so  that  the  King  may  be  daly  assertaned  therof 
as  the  case  will  require. 
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(fo.  2.)  Item,  it  shalbe  shewed  that  the  King  setts  furth  for 

an  armee  roiall  to  the  nombre  of . sowldiours  with  the  Lord 

Haward  and  Cobham  vitaled  and  furnesshed .... 

Item,  it  is  to  be  shewed  what  provisicion  the  King  maketh 

as  well  of  vitaill  as . artillare  and  his  harnise  in  the  south 

parties  so  that  he  highnesse  trusteth  [by  the]  mercy  of  Gode  it 

shalbe  to  the  honour  of  him,  the  suerte  of  his  subjects  and . 

to  his  enemy  for  ever. 

Item,  if  ther  be  bought  frome  the  south  parties  to  Newcastell 

xm  quarters  of . maide  in  maynde  floure,  whether  the  baker 

of  Newcastell  will  do  bake  it,  ordeyne  cariage  for  it  daly  to  serve 
the  host,  and  to  sell  it  ther  or  to  content  ther  marchaunds  that 
brynght  the  seid  floure  at  a  resonable  prise,  as  shalbe.. by  the 
clerk  of  ther  markett. 

Item,  that  the  bakers  of  Yorke,  Doram  and  Newcastell,  and 
other  in  the  countre  be  spoken  with,  that  if  the  Kings  Grace  sendith 
ther  floure  to  Newcastell  thei  to  tak  it  at  vij8  a  quarters  floure  by 
indenture  of  the  marchaunds,  and  to  mak  paiment  to  the  seid 
marchaunds  therfore  when  they  have  uttrid  it  or  els  that  thei 
woll  mak  purverance1  of  whete  after  the  same  rate  thameself,  they 
shall  have  a  prise  of  the  Kyng  toward  the  performaunce  of  the 
same  and  to  repay  the  Kyng  ayien  uppon  the  utteraunce  therof. 

Item,  shewe  to  the  vitelers  that  if  any  of  them  be  robbed  or 
spoled  by  the  Kings  enemys,  or  to  any  other  that  sufficiently 
provide,  the  Kyng  shall  se  him  restored  to  the  valowe. 

fo.  21.  Gift  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

15  March  21  Edward  IV  (1480-1).  Present — The  Mayor, 
Miles  Metcalfe,  recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Isto  die  consenserunt  quod  pro  illustrissimo  principe,  Ricardo, 
duce  Gloucestre. . .  .vjd  iij  dentrices.  vj  tenches,  ijs.  vj  bremes. 

Item,  in  vino  rubeo,  vj  galon,  et  vino  dulce  ij  lagenae,  xij d 
in  pane. 

fo.  22b.  Charge  of  doing  bodily  harm. 

26  March  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  10  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  which  day,  a  bill  of  compleynt  ayanest  Richerd  Yorke, 
Alderman,  Richerd  Burgh,  John  Sponer  and  Thomas  Baxter  by  on 
Christopher  Bentley  maid,  was  opynlie  red,  the  which  so  redd  was 
understond  by  the  parties  abovesaid  and  answered  to  in  maner  as 
foloweth.  First,  the  said  Richerd  York  in  all  thing  comprehend 
in  the  bill  denyed,  and  said  in  maner  and  forme  rehersed  in  the 
bill  that  he  was  not  culpable  therin.  The  said  Richerd  Burgh 
answered  in  the  same  maner.  John  Sponer  answered  under  the 

1  Purverance:  Provision. 


42 


York  civic  records 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

same  forme.  And  than  Thomas  Baxter  examined  uppon  the 
mahame1  and  hurt  comprehendet,  shewed  in  the  bill  of  the  said 
compleynt,  that  he  did  ne  hurt  hym  ne  hym  stroke  as  is  surmised 
in  the  said  bill  and  that  in  high  and  lawe  he  woll  put  hym  of 
indiferent  persons;  and  in  like  also  all  other  abovesaid  thame 
answered. 

Miscellanea  1,  jo.  487. 

The  King  is  content  with  the  City's  offer  of  120  Archers. 

Carts  and  Victualls  to  be  provided. 

By  the  Kyng. 

Trusty  and  welbelovyd  we  grete  you  wele;  and  where  as 
oure  right  trusty  and  righte  entierlie  belovyd  brother,  the  Due  of 
Gloucester  for  the  gude  lordship  and  favour  he  bereth  unto  you 
hath  sued  unto  us,  that  in  consideracion  ye  be  not  of  such  richesse 
as  ye  have  been  in  tyme  past,  we  wold  be  content  to  have  a  capitan 
and  six  score  archers  at  your  costs  and  chargs  tattend  uppon  us 
in  this  our  voyage,  that  with  Godds  grace  we  think  to  make  against 
our  enymies  and  rebelles,  the  Scotts;  we  lat  you  wite  that  for  the 
prayer  and  at  enstance  of  our  said  brother  we  be  pleasid  with  the 
said  capitan  and  vjxx  archers,  willyng  you  in  every  wise  to  se  that 
the  said  costs  and  chargs  be  not  laid  uppon  every  pour  comoner, 
bot  uppon  such  citezins  within  our  said  Citie  as  may  easelie  bere 
the  same.  And  over  this,  we  wol  that  ye  pourvey  for  us  as  many 
carts  for  cariages  of  vitailles,  and  as  moch  vitaills,  as  ye  by  your 
gude  pollesies  and  diligence  can  arredie  for  the  vitaillyng  of  oure 
hoost,  wherynne  and  in  all  the  premissez  we  have  shewyd  our 
mynde  to  oure  said  entierlie  belovyd  brother,  to  whome  see 
that  ye  geve  ful  feith  and  credence.  Yeven  undre  our  signet  at 
oure  Toune  of  London  the  xijth  day  of  Aprile 

To  our  trustie  and  wellbelovyd,  the  Maior  &  his  brethern 
of  our  Citie  of  Yorke. 

jo.  23b.  Letter  from  the  King. 

Six-score  Archers  with  Thomas  Wrangwish  as  Captain  to  take 
part  in  the  Scottish  Expedition. 

20th  April  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij ,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  xxiv. 

At  which  day  a  lettre  from  the  Kyngs  Highnes  unto  the 
said  Maior  and  his  brethren,  by  Perys  Coke,  was  delyvered,  which 
lettre  was  opynlie  red  in  the  Counsell  chambre. 

Also  the  same  day ....  to  thentent  the  Kyngs  Highnes  may 
be  pleisseid,  as  tochand  a  worshipfull  man,  and  a  Alderman  of  the 
Cite,  to  be  the  Capitan  for  the  same,  to  attend  uppon  the  Kyngs 
Highnesse  in  this  his  viage  towards  Scotland,  is  named  Thomas 

1  Mahame:  maim,  hurt. 
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Wrangwish;  and  to  be  attending  upon  hym  vjxx  Archers  of  able 
men  to  do  the  Kyngs  service;  and  more  over  for  a  gude  deter- 
minaccion,  and  to  thentent  that  the  said  vjxx  archers  be  able  men, 
for  oversight  of  thame,  the  Maiour,  the  Capitan,  Richerd  Yorke, 
John  Tonge,  John  hereby,  and  William  Todd,  Aldermen;  Thomas 
Alleyn,  and  William  Chymney,  to  have  oversight  and  viewe  of  the 
said  vjxx  Archers;  and  also  that  Richerd  Marston,  on  of  the  xxiiij, 
shall  attend  uppon  the  said  Capitan,  and  on  of  the  Maiour  Esquires, 
John  Brakenbury,  and  two  Common  Ser jaunts,  viz.,  John  Harde- 
wyk  and  John  Sponer. 

jo.  24.  Letter  from  the  King. 

The  Men  of  the  Ainsty. 

27  April  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  8  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv,  and  the  following  from  the 
Aynsty.  Willelmus  Stapilton,  Miles,  Maister  Ingilby,  Willelmus 
Stokes,  Thomas  Dayvell,  Henricus  Banks,  Seth  Snawsell,  Guy 
Fraunkelyn,  Brianus  Middelton. 

At  wich  day  the  Kyngs  lettre  was  opinlie  red  in  the  prescence 
of  all  above  writen.  And  efter  that  the  credence  of  my  lorde  of 
Gloucestre  was  opinlie  by  the  right  wirshupful  Sir  Richerd  Yorke 
declared.  And  moreover  the  said  Sir  William  Stapilton,  Knyght, 
and  other  gentilmen  of  Aynestie,  desired  curtaslie  that  as  for  the 
nombre  of  men  defensible  araied  that  they  myght  understand, 
and,  moreover,  to  have  a  day  of  answer;  the  which  day  is  yeven 
unto  thame  to  appere  and  therof  answer  to  the  Maire  and  his 
brethern  of  Wethenisday  next  commyng. 

fo.  24b.  Meeting  of  the  Ainsty  at  Bilton  Church.  Many 

had  received  no  Summons  to  attend. 

Question  as  to  whether  Tenants  should  march  with  their 
Lord  or  with  the  City. 

2  May  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

At  which  day,  afore  the  Mare  and  all  other  abovesaid,  cam 
presentlie,  in  the  name  of  all  the  gentilmen  and  other  comoners 
within  the  Wapentak  of  Aynestie,  Thomas  Walker  the  bailley  of 
Bolton  Percy,  and  John  Bulmer  the  bailley  of  Acastre,  and  thare 
and  then  shewed  howe  that  certen  gentilmen  and  other  was 
gaderid  at  Bilton  Church  in  the  fest  of  Philip  and  Jacob,  and  at 
the  promysse  was  maid  that  a  officer  of  the  cite  sholdbe  a  ben  at 
every  gentilman  with  the  said  wapentak  gyffen  thame,  and  every 
of  thame,  warnyng  to  apere  at  the  said  fest  and  place  above  said, 
and  noon  such  officer  cam;  howe  be  it  certan  gentilmen  met  and 
was  ther,  and  recomend  thame  unto  the  Maire  and  his  brethern, 
and  if  it  war  soo  that  the  said  Maire  and  his  brethern  wolde  labour 
a  meen  to  the  Kyngs  Highnesse,  and  other  lords,  that  thai  and  every 
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of  thame  myght  be  deschargid  of  this  grete  charge  that  they  were 
putto,  they  and  every  of  thame  wolde  be  glad  to  yiff  ther  attend- 
ence  uppon  the  Maire  and  the  Cite  as  thai  have  doon  of  aunch- 
eaunt  tyme;  ande  more  over  it  was  shewid  and  said  by  thame 
that  a  lorde,  knyght  or  gentilman  that  sholde  nowe  go  furth  in 
his  cote  armour  and  with  his  standerd,  it  was  not  accordyng  hot 
at  he  shold  be  acompenyd  with  his  men  and  tenaunts  within  the 
said  wapentak;  these  lords,  that  is  to  say,  havyng  lordshippe  and 
lands  within  the  said  wapentak;  therle  of  Northumbreland,  lord 
Chamberleyn  lorde  Lovell,  William  Gascougn,  Brian  Stapilton, 
Robert  Ughtred,  Knyghts,  like  as  these  lords  doeth  so  will  the 
gentilmen  of  the  same  doo,  yif  they  woll  suffer  ther  tenaunts  to  go 
with  the  Cite,  thai  woll  do  the  same. 

These  gentilmen  was  gaderid  in  the  place  abovesaid  that 
thes  cam  in  ther  name,  that  is  to  say,  William  Stapilton,  Knyght 
( fo .  25)  William  Ingelby,  esquire,  Miles  Willesthorp,  esquire, 
Robert  Stoks,  Th.  Davell,  John  Norton,  Th.  Thwayte,  Seth 
Snawsell,  John  Askeham,  Brian  Middelton,  Guy  Frankeleyn, 
and  Herry  Banks. 


fo.  45b  Theft  of  Jewels. 

3  May  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  9  of  the  xij  8  of  the  xxiiij. 

At  which  day  Margaret  Lassels,  late  servant  to  John  Calbek, 
cam  in  hir  propre  person,  and  ther  examyned  of  the  takyng  of  the 
gods  of  the  said  John  Calbek  said  and  confessed  that  John  Richerd- 
son,  late  of  Welburn,  laborer,  cam  unto  hir  at  diverse  tymez 
to  hir  maisters  house  and  commond  with  hir  of  olde  luffe  betwix 
thame,  and  so  promyst  hir  to  wed  hyr,  and  into  so  moch  that 
thir  was  a  coffer  standyng  in  a  parlour  ther  and  he  demand  her 
what  was  within  the  said  coffer;  and  she  said  certain  Jowels,  and 
he  answerd  and  said  that  and  she  wolde  be  favorable  that  he 
myght  have  the  said  coffer  he  shold  take  the  stuff  furth,  and  son 
after  parvey  hym  of  a  horse  and  shortelie  have  her  to  such  a  place 
that  no  man  shall  knowe  nether  hir  ne  hym.  And  by  that  procuring, 
the  said  Richerdson  cam  unto  this  Cite  of  mydfast  Sonday;  and 
the  same  Sonday  at  nyght  the  said  Richerdson  by  hir  delivered 
had  the  said  coffer  abowte  mydnyght,  and  brak  the  wall  and 
toke  hit  furth  and  bare  hit  withowte  Larethorp  and  ther  brak  hit; 
and  so  departed  and  cam  ayane  by  the  space  of  thre  days  next  after 
and  spak  with  the  said  Margaret  in  a  couriour1  house  in  Hungate, 
promissyng  hir  of  palme  Sonday  next  ther  on  followyng  to  bryng 
a  horse  to  have  hir  away,  and  cam  not  before  Pasque  even,  and 
spak  with  hir  at  the  said  Couriour  house  and  of  Pasque  day  went 
unto  the  Mynster  and  toke  his  rightings2  and  than  departed  and 

1  Couriour:  A  curryer,  one  who  dressed  leather  after  tanning  it. 

a  His  rightings,  i.e.,  Communion. 
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told  hir  he  wold  to  Rypon  to  his  fadder  and  mudder  and  seth  she 
sawe  hvm  not. 

fo.  26.  The  Ainsty  to  pay  for  40  Archers. 

4  May  Edward  IV.  Present — Robt  Amyas,  Mayor,  Miles 
Metcalfe,  Recorder,  8  of  the  xii,  2  sheriffs,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

It  is  agreid  that  where,  by  the  Kyngs  high  comaundement,  by 
his  gracious  lettres,  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  and  the  liberties  of  the  same, 
shall  bere  the  costs  and  chargs  of  a  capitan  and  vjxx  archers,  to 
attend  uppon  the  Kyngs  Highnes  in  his  viage  ayanest  the  Kyng 
of  Scotts,  that  Aynestie  shall  bere  the  costs  and  chargs  of  xlu 
persones  of  the  said  vjxx,  well  able  and  defensable  arraied,  to 
attend  uppon  the  capitan  of  the  Cite;  and  this  present  day,  at 
efternone,  ther  shall  awayte  of  my  lord  the  Maiour. 

fo.  26b. 

18  May  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — 18.  Thomas 
Wrangwish  elected  to  occupy  the  office  of  Mayor  in  place  of  the 
Mayor  who  is  sick. 

fo.  27.  The  Money  for  the  Expedition. 

May  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
locum  tenens,  8  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

It  is  agreid  that  the  constablez  in  every  parisshe  shall  gedyr 
the  money  afferid1  within  the  same  parisshings,  and  soo  gaderid2 
to  be  delyverd  unto  the  wardens  of  every  warde,  to  this  intent, 
that  the  same  money,  by  the  same  wardens,  shalbe  delyverd  unto 
the  capitan  and  other  in  ther  going  furth  with  the  Kyngs  Highnes 
in  this  his  riall  viage,  and  also  if  so  be3  the  same  money  be  not 
fully  spendit,  accordyng  to  the  rate  of  the  days,  that  than  the 
same  money  so  unspendit  to  be  delyverd  ayane  to  the  said  wardens, 
and  they  to  delyver  the  overplus  ayane. 

And  moreover  it  is  agreid  that  the  same  wardens  shall  call 
to  fore  thame  every  constablez,  and  other  that  shall  have  lawfull 
power  in  gaderyng  of  the  same  mone}',  betwix  this  and  towisday 
next,  gyffing  tham  in  commaundment  that  within  viij  days  than 
next  folowyng  the  same  money  by  thame  to  be  gaderid  and 
delvverid  to  the  same  wardens. 

t/ 

And  also  it  is  agreid  that  the  townes  of  Aynestie  shall  have 
in  comaundment  to  make  ther  men  redy  according  to  the  affer- 
ance  of  the  same  and  also  every  town  apoynted  in  a  bill  of  cariage 
to  have  the  cariage  according  to  the  same  apoyntement. 

1  Afferid:  assessed.  “The  constabulery  in  every  parissh  shall  gedyr 
the  money  afferid."  English  Miscellany,  Surtees  Soc.,  p.  83. 

*  Davies,  York  Records,  p.  116  has  "as  gaderid." 

*  Davies,  "if  all  the." 
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fo.  28.  Consultation  with  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Money  Arrangements  for  the  Expedition. 

10  June  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  the  two  Sheriffs  12  others. 

It  is  agreid  that  ther  shall  ride  unto  the  right  noble  lorde 
Therle  of  Northumberland,  for  certain  causez  to  thame  shewed, 
as  tochand  certain  townez  of  Aynestie  in  goying  furth  to  Scotland. 
These  shall  ride,  The  Recorder,  Richard  Yorke,  William  Tod, 
Aldermen,  William  Chymney  and  William  Tayte. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  the  money  gaderid  thrughoute  thys 
Cite,  for  the  viage  to  Scotland,  it  shalbe  delyverd  to  the  wardens 
of  every  warde,  and  they  to  delyver  it  forther  to  the  Maire,  and  he 
to  delyver  it  to  the  capitan,  to  this  intent,  at  that  money  so  to  hym 
delyverd  he  to  delyver  hit  in  forme  following  to  the  sowgers,  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  first  day  of  the  riding  he  to  delyver  to  every 
sowger  xs  aforehand,  and  that  so  fully  spendit  to  delyver  more. 
And  to  this  intent,  that  for  the  tyme  beyng  furth  of  the  sowgers 
thay  to  have  fully  ther  wages;  and  the  residue  unspendit  to  be 
delyverd  ayane  unto  the  Maire,  and  to  delyver  it  to  the  wardens, 
and  they  to  delyver  ayane  to  the  parisshings  the  overplus. 

fo.  29.  Jackets  for  the  Ainsty  Contingent. 

4  July  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  agreid ....  that  the  sowgeours  of  Aynestie  shall  have 
ther  jakks  delivered  in  all  hast  possible  by  on  servaunt  of  the 
Maires  and  on  of  the  Shireffs,  charging  thame  and  every  of  thame, 
to  aredie  thame  in  the  same,  as  thai  and  every  of  thame  woll  answer 
to  the  Kyng. 

fo.  29b.  Money  paid  for  the  Equipment,  not  to  be 

Assessed  on  the  Citizens. 

Friday  20  July  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert 
Amyas,  Mayor,  7  of  the  xii,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

It  is  agreid  that  all  the  money  paid  for  the  standerd,  javelien, 
harnesse,  jakks,  and  other  costs,  shalbe  born  of  the  Chambre,  and 
not  laid  down  by  the  Chamberleyns,  and  not  laid  throughoute  this 
Cite,  for  certan  consideracons;  and  also  it  is  agreid  that  the  money 
laid  and  gaderid  thrughoute  this  cite  for  the  viage  unto  Scotland 
shalbe  repaid  ayane  to  the  parties.  The  same  money  to  be  redy 
at  such  tyme  as  they  shall  have  otherwise  in  comaundment. 

fo.  30.  Loan  asked  for,  to  pay  the  Soldiers  who  had 

been  brought  to  York. 

25  July  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the 
xxiv. 
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At  the  which  cam  into  the  Counsell  chaumbre  to  fore  all 
abovenamyd  the  right  wirshupful  Sir  Henry  Walker,  Yoman  of 
the  Croun,  and  William  Kyghley,  Yoman  of  the  Chambre  to  the 
Kyngs  Highnesse  and  ther  and  then  shewid  how  at  they  by  the 
Kyngs  high  comaundment  war  commyn  with  the  sowgers  now 
beyng  within  this  Cite,  the  which  sowgers  wer  destitute  of  money, 
and  noght  to  content  the  people  for  the  stuffe  takyn  uppon  thame, 
ne  for  to  convey  thaym  furth  to  the  Newcastell,  for  the  which 
cause,  and  for  the  Kyngs  plesour  they  desired  a  prest1  of  money, 
aswele  for  the  contentacion  for  the  stuffe,  as  for  the  conveyng 
furth  of  the  said  sowgeours. 

fo.  31.  Present  for  the  new  Archbishop. 

....  August  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert 
Amyas,  Mayor,  The  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  one  Sheriff,  7  of  the 
xxiv. 

Omnes  prescripti  consenserunt  dare  Th.  Archiepiscopio  Ebor,2 
cancellario  Angliae  erga  stallationem  suam  unum  dolium  vini 
rubii  vasconiae,  vj  dentrices,  sex  signetts  et  sex  kranes. 

fo.  31b.  The  City  and  St.  Mary’s  Abbey. 

31  August  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert  Amyas, 
Mayor,  John  Vavesour,  servant  at  law,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder, 
one  Sheriff,  6  of  the  xij,  5  of  the  xxiv. 

It  is  agreid  that  uppon  Sonday  next  ther  shall  a  comunicacion 
be  had  at  the  Mynster  to  fore  the  dynner  of  the  stallacion,  with  the 
Abbot  of  Saynt  Mary  Abbey  and  the  convent  of  the  same,  toching 
the  groge  betwix  thame  and  the  cite  of  Yorke  as  toching  common. 

fo.  32.  John  Brakenbury  to  be  Captain  of  the  City’s 

Soldiers. 

8  September  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Dominus 
Maior,  3  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  it  was  agreid  by  all  abovesaid  that  John 
Brakenbury,  Esquire  to  the  Maise  shalbe  capitan  for  the  Cite  in  this 
viage  ayanest  the  Scotts;  and  John  Hardewyk,  Yoman  Serjant  to 
the  Maise,  to  attend  uppon;  and  such  other  personez  as  may 
gudelie  be  maid  as  wele  of  the  Cite  as  of  Aynestie. 

Arrangements  for  the  Ainsty  Men. 

9  September  21  Edward  IV  (1481).  Present — Robert 
Amyas,  Mayor,  3  of  the  xii,  1  Sheriff,  15  of  the  xxiv. 

1  Prest:  a  loan. 

*  Archbishop  Rotherham  He  was  translated  from  Lincoln  to  York 
in  1480.  On  12  September  of  that  year  the  Bull  of  Sixtus  V  for  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Archbishop  and  Legate  was  read  in  York  Minster.  Rotherham 
himself  was  not  present.  He  was  not  enthroned  until  August  1481. 
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At  this  same  day  it  was  agried  that  the  men  of  Aynestie, 
the  which  is  poynted  to  be  here  on  Monday  next  commyng,  shall 
still  attend  here  unto  Tuesday  the  morn  efter,  and  so  to  go  furth. 
And  also  it  is  appoynted  that  the  said  capitan  shall  parvey  hym 
of  all  things  to  hym  belongyng,  and  the  Chamberleyn  to  undertake 
therfore.1 

Miscellanea  1,  fo.  491. 

Plea  for  John  Eglesfield  the  Sword-bearer. 

By  the  Kyng. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele;  and  where  as  it  is 
schewyd  unto  us  on  the  behalve  of  oure  welbeloved  John  Eglesfeld, 
howe  that  thrugh  the  malice  and  evill  wille  of  on  Wrangwyssh, 
dwellyng  within  oure  Cite  there  he  not  oonly  hathe  been  punysshyd 
by  wey  of  emprisonement,  but  also  restraigned  from  hys  office  of 
Swerd  Berer  within  our  said  Citie  contrary  to  all  reason  as  it  is  sayd, 
we  being  enformed  howe  that  of  ryght  he  ne  ought  upon  a  simple 
or  a  injuste  cause  to  be  putt  from  hys  office,  and  also  howe  that 
he  was  by  the  hole  assente  and  aggremente  of  all  you  accept  and 
admitted  therunto,  and  over  that  he  hathe  at  all  tymes  bene 
aswele  toward  us  as  otherwyse  of  good  and  honest  demanyng,  woll 
therfore  and  desire  you  that  ye  forthwith  upon  the  sight  herof,  for 
any  mater  or  unlefull  cause  concernyng  the  said  Wrangwyssh,  see 
hym  to  be  restored  unto  hys  said  office,  and  the  same  to  occupie  and 
enjoye  as  he  hath  doon  in  tyme  past  soo  that  for  lak  herof  he  have 
no  cause  reasonabyll  eftsones  unto  us  to  compleyn  in  that  partie, 
as  ye  desire  to  please  us  and  teschewe  the  contrarye.  Yeven  undyr 
our  signet  at  our  Castell  of  Fodringhay  the  xxli  day  of  October 

To  our  trustie  and  welbelovyd  the  Maior  and  his  bretheren 
of  our  Citie  of  York. 

Miscellanea  1,  fo .  493. 

The  Controversy  about  the  Election  of  the  Mayor. 

By  the  Kyng. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grette  you  wele,  and  where  as  we 
undrestand  of  the  grete  variancis  that  now  of  late  have  ben  had 
and  meoved  among  you  in  oure  Citie  abouts  thelleccion  of  the 
Maire  for  this  yere,  to  the  grete  trowble  of  the  same,  whiche 
sowneth  to  oure  right  displeasir,  we  entending  in  all  goodly  haste 
to  have  the  causes  and  matier  thrughly  to  be  examind  and  undir- 
standen  wol  therfor  and  desir  you  that  for  the  mean  season  ye  wol 
take  upon  you  and  contynue  furth  the  saide  mairaltie  to  suche 
tyme  as  that  shall  have  from  us  knowlache  of  oure  pleasure  to  the 
contrary,  withoute  fayling  as  oure  truste  is  in  you  lattyng  you  witt 

1  There  is  a  gap  here;  folios  34  to  48  are  missing.  These  would 
contain  the  Minutes  from  September  1481  to  January  1481/2.  - 
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that  we  have  commaunded  both  Richard  York  and  Thomas 
Wrangwysh  for  the  meane  season  to  successe  of  any  dealyng  or 
clayme  unto  the  same,  and  that  ye  ne  fayle  herof  as  ye  desirie  to 
do  us  singulier  pleasir.  Yeven  undre  oure  signet  at  our  towr  of 
London,  the  xij  day  of  February. 

To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved,  Robert  Amvas,  late  Maire 
of  our  Citie  of  York. 

Miscellanea  1 ,  fo.  493.  The  Election  Controversy. 

By  the  Kyng. 

We  grete  you  wele,  and  where  it  is  soo  that  for  the  variaunce 
of  theleccion  of  thoffice  of  mairaltie  of  our  Citie  of  York  for  this 
ver  bitweene  Richard  York  and  Thomas  Wrangwysh,  citezyns 
of  our  saide  Citie,  we  late  wrote  unto  you  and  theme  undre  our 
signet,  and  schewid  our  wille  and  pleaser  for  the  peas  and  restful- 
nesse  of  our  saide  Citie,  whiche  our  writing  not  withstonding  our 
said  peax  ys  ther  gretely  troubled  as  we  be  credibly  enformyd,  we 
therfor  yit  eftsonys  by  the  advise  of  the  Lords  of  our  Counsail 
write  unto  you  charging  you  that  ye  conforme  you  to  that  that 
maye  best  serve  for  the  wele  and  quiete  of  our  said  Citee,  according 
to  suche  advertisements  and  instruccions  as  we  have  yeven  to  our 
trusty  and  welbeloved,  Sir  Edmond  Hastings,  Knyght,  and 
Mylys  Medcalf,  berers  herof,  to  whom  we  wol  ye  gif  feith  and 
credence  as  to  our  self  in  alle  that  on  our  behalf  they  schall  shewe 
unto  you  touchyng  the  premissez,  not  failing  herof  upon  the  feith 
and  legance  that  ye  owe  unto  us.  Yeven  undre  our  pryve  seal  at 
our  palays  of  Westminster,  the  xiij  day  of  February. 

To  Robert  Amyas  late  Mair  of  our  Citee  of  York. 

Miscellanea  1 ,  fo.  492. 

The  King  accepts  the  City's  case  against  Eglesfield. 

By  the  Kyng. 

Trust}7  and  welbelovyd  we  grete  you  wele,  and  have  receyved 
your  writyng  conteynyng  the  tenur  of  our  lettres  missives,  and  of 
your  grief f  taken  upon  the  offence  and  misdemeanyng  of  John 
Eglesfeld,  late  occupyng  yoffice  of  Swerdberer  amongs  you,  by  the 
whiche  we  understand  the  drede  ye  have  to  displease  us;  and  also 
the  said  direccons  ye  take  in  corecting  of  them  that  do  ayanest 
your  laudable  usags  and  custumes,  for  the  whiche  we  thanke  you, 
and  be  with  your  said  correccion  content  and  pleasid,  latting  you 
wite  that  therinne  and  in  all  other  your  ordred  and  wise  direccons 
we  shall  yeve  our  favour  and  assistence.  Yeven  under  our  signet 
at  our  Castell  of  Wyndesore,  the  xxu  day  of  Novembre. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Shireffs,  Aldermen 
and  Commownys  of  our  Citie  of  Yorke, 
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fo.  49.  Pay  for  a  Horse. 

The  Feast  of  St.  Blaise  21  Edward  IV  (3  January  1481-2). 
Present — Robert  Amyas,  Mayor,  21  others. 

It  is  agreid  and  determyned  that  Thomas  Clerk  shall  ne 
longer  have  the  xx8,  the  which  was  graunted  hym  as  a  man  of 
counsell  of  the  Chambre. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid  that  Rycherd  Marston  shal 
have  in  reward  for  the  wage  of  his  horsez  towards  Scotland  in  the 
last  viage  vjs  viijd. 


fo.  50.  The  King  to  be  informed  of  the  rightful  Election 

of  Sir  Richard  York  as  Mayor. 

Die  Sabbati  in  festo  sanctae  Julianae1  (1481-2).  Present — 
Robert  Amyas,  Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  12  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  ther  was  delyverd  the  Kyngs  gracious  lettres, 
on  to  Robert  Amyas,  late  Maire  of  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  and  an  other 
to  the  right  wirshupful,  Sir  Richerd  Yorke,  on  of  the  Aldermen  of 
the  said  Cite,  the  tenour  wherof  was  opynlie  publisshed  tofore  the 
commones  in  the  Yeldhall  of  the  said  Cite  the  said  day;  and  over 
that  all  my  said  maisters  war  holie  determyned  that  the  Kyngs 
Highnes  sholdbe  certefied,  under  the  common  seal,  of  the  plane  and 
trewe  election  of  the  right  wirshupful,  Sir  Richerd  Yorke,  of  Saynt 
Blaisse,  last  passed,  elect  Maiour  of  thys  wirshupful  Cite  for  this 
yere  ensuyng,  accordyng  to  the  poynte  of  the  Kyngs  chartour  by 
his  Highnes  and  his  noble  progenitours  in  that  behalf  to  the 
cocitecyns  of  this  Cite  graciouslie  graunted. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  determyned  that  ther  shall  ride  upp 
unto  the  Kyngs  Highnes  with  the  said  certificate,  of  the  Aldermen, 
John  Tonge  and  William  Welles,  William  White,  on  of  the  Shireffs, 
Thomas  Asper,  Herry  Williamson  of  the  xxiiij,  Richerd  Burrowe, 
Thomas  Gray,  chamberleyn,  and  Thomas  Davyson  and  John 
Brakenbury:  the  day  of  the  rydyng  in  the  premissez  is  deter¬ 
myned  shalbe,  by  the  grace  of  God,  uppon  Wethenysday  next 
commyng:  John  Herdwyk,  John  Sponer  and  Th.  Johnson,  shall 
attend  of  the  said  aldermen:  and  over  that  the  said  right  wir¬ 
shupful  Sir  Robert  Amyas  shall  occupie  as  the  Kyngs  lieutenaunt 
within  this  Cite;  and  the  said  comones  shalbere  the  costs  and 
expencs  of  thame  that  rides  in  the  premissez  laid  down  by  the 
said  chamberleyn  xx11. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  all  that  attendeth  uppon  myn  said 
maisters  shall  ride  all  in  a  clothing  of  the  costes  of  the  said  com¬ 
munes. 

Item  my  maisters  of  the  chaumbre  in  mosterdeviles.2 

1  The  Feast  of  St.  Julian  is  on  January  16. 

2  Mosterdeviles:  Musterdevillers,  grey  woollen  cloth,  called  after  a 
town  in  Normandy  now  Montivilliers. 
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fo.  51.  Certificate  of  the  rightful  Election  of  Mayor. 

18  February  21  Edward  IV  (1481-2).  Present — Robert 

Amyas,  locum  tenens,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  it  is  agreid  that  ther  shalbe  a  certeficate 
maid  unto  the  Kyng,  under  the  common  seall,  of  and  for  the 
election  of  the  Maiour,  of  Saynt  Blaise  day  last  past,  as  also 
unto  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  desiryng  his  Grace  to  be  and  stand 
gude  and  gracious  lord  as  he  have  doon  in  tyme  past;  as  to  other 
lords,  that  is  to  say,  the  lord  Chancellor,  Erie  of  Northumbreland, 
lord  Chamberleyn  and  to  Maister  Comtroller;  and  also  that  the 
Chamberleyns  shall  preparate  the  clothing  graunted  of  Saint 
Julian  day,  and  to  ordeign  money  for  the  costs  of  thame  that  shall 
ride. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  Thomas  Asper  shal  have  xs  rewarde 
for  his  greit  labour. 

fo.  51b.  Mayoral  Election. 

.  February.  Present — Robert  Amyas,  locum  tenens, 

Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  thar  was  shewed  unto  all  abovesaid  the 
tenour  of  two  writyngs,  on  unto  the  Kyngs  Highness,  and  a  other 
unto  my  lords  Grace  of  Gloucestre,  as  toching  the  shewyng  of  the 
perfite  elecion  of  the  Mare  uppon  Saynt  Blaise  day  last  past,  the 
which  was  thoght  by  all  my  said  maisters  gude  and  perfite,  and 
for  the  wirshup  and  profet  of  this  Cite. 

fo.  52. 

7  March  22  Edward  IV.  Present — Robert  Amyas,  locum 
tenens,  6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  ther  was  delyverd  by  the  right  wirshupful 
Sir  John  Tonge,  Alderman,  and  other,  the  Kings  writyngs,  the 
tenour  whereof  was  shewed  in  the  Counsell. 

fo.  53.  Present  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.  The  Crane. 

Rules  of  the  Council. 

12  March  22  Edward  IV  (1481-2).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  14  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  eftsonez  the  Kyngs  gracious  lettres,  in 
affirmyng  of  the  election  of  Richerd  Yorke,  Maiour  of  this  Cite, 
was  redd. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  for  the  greit  labour,  gude  and  benev¬ 
olent  lordship  that  the  right  high  and  myghti  Prince,  the  Due  of 
Gloucestre  have  at  all  tymes  doon  for  the  wele  of  this  Cite,  as  wele 
the  Aldermen  and  xxiiij  as  other  the  gude  Commonialtie,  shall 
attend  uppon  the  Maiour,  yeving  hym  a  lawde  and  a  thank  of  his 
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greit  labour,  gude  and  benevolent  lordship  don  to  fore  tyme  for 
the  honour  and  common  wele  of  this  Cite. 

Item,  over  this  it  is  agreid  that  his  Grace  shalbe  presented 
at  his  commyng,  that  is  to  say,  in  pane  dominico  v8,  xiiij  lagenae 
vini,  viz.,  iiij  lagenae  vini  rubii,  iiij  lagenae  vini  de  Claret,  iiij 
lagenae  vini  albi  vascon  et  ij  lagenae  vini  dulcis,  vj  dentrices, 
vj  tenchez,  vj  bremes,  vj  angnelli  et  j  barrell  sturgeon. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  the  Aldermen  shalbe  in  scarlet,  the 
xxiiij  in  murray  or  crymesyn. 

Item,  the  same  da}/  it  is  agreid  that  the  common  crane  shalbe 
kepid  by  the  Chamberleyns  and  a  clerk  for  the  year  ensuyng. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid  and  assented  by  the  above- 
said  that  the  constitucions  maid  in  the  Right  wirshipful  Sir 
Thomas  Neilson,1  Maiour,  of  the  assemble  of  the  Aldermen  and 
xxiiij,  lawfully  sommonyd  to  the  Counsell,  shalbe  from  hensfforth 
observed  and  kepid  in  all  behalves. 

fo.  53b.  The  Council  to  wait  upon  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 

at  the  Austin  Friary. 

16  March  22  Edward  IV  (1481-2).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  15  of  the 
xxiv. 

It  is  agreid  that  all  above  said  shall  attend  uppon  the  Maiour 
unto  the  Frere  Austance,2  to  thentent  to  yiff  unto  the  right  high 
and  mighti  Prince,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  a  laudable  thanke  for  his 
gude  and  benevolent  lordship  that  he  at  all  tymez  have  had  unto 
this  Cite,  desiryng  his  Grace  of  gude  contynuance. 

Item,  at  the  present  to  his  Grace  graunted  in  the  Counsell 
here,  the  xij  day  of  the  moneth  above  said,  shalbe  presented  by  the 
thre  Chamberleyns  and  the  Esquire  to  the  Maise,  and  than  in- 
continentlie  after  that  doon  the  said  Maiour,  and  all  above  said, 
shall  attend  of  his  said  Grace  to  thentent  as  is  above  said. 

fo.  54.  Punishment  for  Ringers  of  the  Common  Bell. 

20  March  22  Edward  IV  (1481-2).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  22  others. 

It  is  agreid  that  the  offenders  in  the  ringyng  of  the  common 
bell,  shalbe  punnysshed  by  way  of  imprisonment,  according  to 
the  Kyngs  high  comaundments  and  the  Due  of  Gloucestre. 

fo.  54b.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  to  be  consulted  about  the 

Punishment  of  the  Bell-ringers. 

John  Eglesfield  asks  to  be  made  sword-bearer  again. 

His  request  refused. 

21  March,  22  Edward  IV  (1481-2).  Present —  Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the 
xxiv. 

1  Nelson  was  Mayor  in  1454  and  1465. 

*  The  House  of  the  Austin  Friars  stood  on  the  S.W.  side  of  the  present 
street  of  Lendal. 
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It  is  agreid  that  Thomas  Davyson  shall  ride  to  the  right 
high  and  myghti  Prince,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  shewyng  and 
understandyng  of  his  Grace  his  gracious  plesour  in  forther  corr- 
eccion  of  certain  persons  prisoned  for  ringyng  of  the  common  bell. 

Item,  it  was  shewed  on  the  behalf  of  John  Egglisffeld,  late 
Swerdberer  to  the  Maiour,  that  the  said  John  desired  to  be  admit 
unto  the  office  of  Swerdberer  or  els  to  be  rewardet  of  curtasy  of 
the  chaumbre.  It  was  thoght  by  all  abovesaid  that  he  oght  to 
have  noon  reward  of  the  chambre  insomuch  he  boght  it  of  a  other 
man,  and  also  caused  greit  guds  to  be  spendit  of  the  common 
guds,  as  it  aperith  by  the  counts  in  riding  to  the  Kyngs  grace  with 
writyngs  under  the  common  seall  for  the  reformacion  of  the 
grevous  compleynt  maid  unto  the  Kyng. 

fo.  56.  The  Bell-ringers  released  from  Prison. 

A  Present  to  be  made  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

Fishing  Regulations. 

Foreign  Butchers  may  sell  toll-free  in  Thursday  Market. 

29  March  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  and  21  others. 

At  the  which  day  ther  was  a  lettre  broght  from  the  right 
high  and  mighti  Prince,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  by  Thomas  Davy¬ 
son,  consernyng  the  offendours  in  ringing  of  the  common  bell, 
committed  to  prison  by  the  Maiour,  by  the  Kyngs  high  com- 
maundment,  for  ther  delyvere,  which  lettre  was  opynlie  red  to- 
fore  all  the  said  presence. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid,  and  it  may  be  goten,  the 
said  Due  of  Gloucestre  shalbe  presented  at  is  next  commyng,  in 
pasque  weke  next  commyng,  with  ij  doz  rabetts,  vj  fessaunts,  j 
dosan  partrikks,  blaunders  and  wyne  and  maynbreid. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid  that  the  ordynaunces  tofore 
maid  in  fisshing  with  netts  or  other  betwix  Saynt  Leonard  Toure1 
and  Frere  Toure  shall  be  observed  and  kepid  according  to  the 
effect  of  the  same. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid  that  all  forent  bochers  comyng 
to  this  Cite  to  sell  flessh  from  Thursday  forwerd  sell  thar  flessh  in 
Thursday  market  and  go  toll  fre  and  pagent  and  all  other  comen 
chargez. 

fo.  56b.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  sends  his  Treasurer’s  servant 

to  be  Punished. 

12  April  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  &  12  others. 

1  St.  Leonard’s  Tower  was  opposite  to  the  North  Street  Postern  Tower 
and  was  a  similar  structure;  a  portion  of  it  can  still  be  seen  at  the  base  of  the 
York  Waterworks  Offices  near  Lendal  Bridge.  The  Frere  Tower  still  remains, 
in  part,  on  the  river  bank  near  to  Skeldergate  Bridge;  it  stands  at  the  angle 
of  the  walls  that  enclosed  the  Franciscan  Friary. 
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At  the  which  day  cam  into  the  Counsell  Chamber  the  right 
worshipful  Sir  Rauf  Assheton,  Knyht,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
high  commaundement  of  the  right  high  and  mighti  Prince,  the  Due 
of  Gloucestre,  and  thar  and  then  shewed  howe  that  his  Highness 
was  doon  to  understand,  that  where  on  Thomas  Redeheid,  ser- 
vaunt  to  the  Tresorer  unto  his  said  Highness,  of  olde  rancour 
and  evil  will  did  countenaunce  on  Richard  Puesey,  cocityzen 
of  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  within  the  household  of  his  said  Grace,  and 
hym  showderid  for  the  offence  doon  within  this  Cite,  his  said 
Grace  sent  in  to  the  said  Maiour  and  his  brethren  by  the  said  Sir 
Rauf  the  said  Thomas  Redeheid  to  correct  and  punysh  hym  for 
his  said  offence,  and  uppon  that  commit  to  prison. 

fo.  58.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  is  to  invade  Scotland. 

The  City  of  York  will  help  him. 

Offers  of  Men. 

14  May  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — John  Tonge, 
locum  tenens,  16  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  11  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  it  was  moved  by  the  said  Lieutenaunt, 
howe  that  the  right  high  and  mighti  Prynce,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  intendeth  brivelie,  hys  owen  person,  to  entre 
Scotland  uppon  Wedhenisday  next  commyng  after  this  present 
date,  in  subduying  the  Kyngs  greit  enemye  the  Kyng  of  Scotts  and 
his  adherents:  And  for  so  much  as  the  said  Due  at  all  tymes  have 
ben  benevolent  gude  and  graccius  lorde  to  this  Cite,  it  was  thoght 
by  the  said  lieutenaunte  that  the  nobles  and  men  of  honour  of 
this  Cite,  that  it  war  spedeful  and  also  thankful  to  his  said  Grace 
to  send  unto  hym  a  certen  people,  wele  and  defensable  arraid, 
in  assisting  of  his  said  Grace  in  this  his  said  prepose.  And  thar 
apon,  accordyng  to  the  same,  Thomas  Neylson  has  granted  to 
fynd  ij  men.  Item,  John  Tonge,  lieutenaunt,  have  graunted  two 
men.  Item  Thomas  Wrangwish  two  men.  Item,  William  Lam  ij 
men.  Item,  John  Harper  and  William  White,  Shireffs,  ij  men. 
Item,  John  Gylliot  ij  men.  Item,  John  Marshall  ij  men.  Item, 
John  Fereby  ij  men.  Item,  William  Todd  ij  men.  Item,  William 
Snawsell  ij  men.  Item,  William  Wells  ij  men.  Item,  Michael 
White  a  man.  Item,  John  Hag  a  man.  Item,  Richard  Marston 
1  man.  Item,  Robert  Gyll,  1  man.  Item,  William  Spence,  one  man 


And  over  thys  it  is  agreid  that  wych  of  the  Aldermen  that 
fayle  to  fynd  ij  men,  and  wich  of  the  xxiiij  that  fayle  to  fynd  j 
man,  shall  pay  to  the  use  of  the  chambyr  x11  to  be  raysid  of  thar 
lands,  gudes,  and  catell  without  pardon. 

Miscellanea  l,fo.  494. 

Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

To  the  ryght  hygh  and  myghti  Prince,  and  our  ful  gud  and 
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gracius  lorde,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  gret  Chamberleyn,  Constable, 
Admirall  of  England,  and  Warden  of  the  West  Marches  of  Yngland 
ayanst  Skotland. 

Ryght  hygh  and  myghti  Prince,  and  our  ful  gud  and  gracius 
lorde,  we  your  humble  servaunts  recommands  us  unto  your  gude 
Grace;  and  where  of  late  it  is  don  us  to  undyrstand  that  ye  in  your 
noble  person  entendith  by  the  grace  of  God,  apon  Wedynsday  next 
comyng,  to  entre  the  ground  of  Scotland  in  subdewyng  our  most 
dred  sovereyn  lords  ancient  enemys  Scotts,  in  the  wich  viage  we 
besek  God  and  Saynt  George  to  be  your  gude  gyde,  and  send 
your  gracius  lorde,  victorie  of  the  said  Scotts  and  ther  adherents; 
have  at  our  pore  powers  at  thys  tyme  sent  by  our  gentilman, 
Serjant  to  the  Maisez,  John  Brakebury,  unto  your  said  Grace,  to 
whom  we  besech  to  gyf  credence,  a  certeyn  people  defensable 
arraid,  not  chargyng  the  pour  commonaltie  with  the  costs  and 
chargs  uppon  thame,  to  attend  and  be  at  your  gracius  command¬ 
ment,  besechyng  your  gude  Grace  to  be  un  to  us,  and  to  the  Cite 
of  Yorke  as  ye  have  ben  at  all  tymis  gude  and  gracius  lord,  and 
we  shalbe  redy  to  accomplish  that  at  may  be  to  your  gracius 
pleasour,  that  knowith  the  immortal  God,  who  have  you  gracius 
lord  and  all  odyr  attendyng  of  your  said  Grace  in  hys  kepyng. 

Redy  to  your  gracius  pleasour,  your  humble  servants,  John 
Tonge  leutenaunt,  the  Shyryffs,  and  Aldermen,  and  odir  of  the 
Chambyr  of  the  Cite  of  York. 

fo.  59.  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

29  May  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  ther  was  delyvered  to  the  Maire,  Shireffs, 
Aldermen  and  xxiiij  by  John  Brakenbury,  esquire  to  the  Maire, 
a  lettre  from  the  high  and  mighti  Prince,  and  our  ful  gude  and 
gracious  lorde,  the  Due  of  Gloucestre,  gyffing  thame  and  other 
beryng  the  chargs  of  lxxx  able  men,  wele  arraied  and  horsed, 
attending  uppon  his  said  Grace  at  this  last  viage  into  Scotland,  in 
resisting  of  the  Kyngs  auncient  enemys  the  Scotts;  the  which  letter 
was  opynlie  red  in  the  counsell  chambre  this  present  day. 

fo.  59b.  The  Decree  about  carrying  Torches  to  be  observed. 

Vagrants  not  to  stay  in  the  City. 

31  May  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 

Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

Ad  quern  diem  omnes  prescripti  concordati  sunt  quod 
constitucio  facta  in  tempore  Thomae  Wrangwissh,  Maioris,  de 
portacione  torchearum  in  crastino  corporis  Christi  sit  ab  hac  die 
observata  sub  pena  in  eadem  contenta. 

Item,  it  is  agreid  that  a  proclamacion  shalbe  maid  that  all 
vagraunts,  that  is  to  say,  pore  people  commyng  to  this  Cite,  that 
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thay  abide  not  within  the  same  Cite  ne  suburbs  of  the  same,  not 
over  a  nyght  uppon  paj/n  of  imprisonment,  and  other  punnicion 
according  to  the  discression  of  the  Maiour. 

fo.  60.  Reception  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  and 

the  Earl  of  Albany. 

17  June  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  9  of  the  xij,  2 Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wych  day  in  the  Counsell  Chambyr,  it  was  agreid  be 
all  above  wryttn  that  all  the  Aldermen  in  skarlet,  and  all  the 
xxiiij  in  cremyson,  and  every  odyr  man  of  craft  of  the  Cite  in  thar 
best  aray,  shalbe  to  morn,  that  is  to  say,  the  Aldermen  and 
xxiiij  be  iiij  of  clok,  and  every  odir  of  the  Cite  be  iij  of  clok,  at  ye 
Miklyth  barr  to  atend  of  my  lord  of  Glowsitor  guds  grace,  and  of 
the  Duke  of  Albany  apon  the  payn  of  every  Alderman  and  xxiiij 
that  maks  defaut  xijd  ob,  and  of  every  communer  that  maks  defaut 
vjd,  and  that  my  said  lords  shall  be  presented  with  xvd  mayn 
breid,  iiij  gallons  reid  wyn,  iiij  white,  and  claret,  ij  swete  wyn, 
ij  gret  pyks,  ij  tenches  or  bremys. 

Miscellanea  1 ,  fo.  49. 

Alleged  words  against  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

Mem.  that  in  the  vigell  of  Saynt  John  Baptist  in  the  xxij 
yere  of  our  sovereyn  lige  lorde  Kyng  E.  the  iiij1  (1482)  John 
Davyson,  taillour,  was  sent  fore  to  fore  Richerd  Yorke,  than  being 
Mair,  for  a  variaunce  betwix  the  said  John  and  on  Roger  Brere, 
saddiller,  the  which  John  Davyson  emongs  other  shewed  howe  that 
he  herd  Maister  William  Melrig  say  in  a  place  where  he  and  other 
was,  that  he  herd  Maister  Roger  Brere  say  that  as  toching  my 
lorde  of  Gloucestre  “what  myght  he  do  for  the  Cite;  nothing  but 
gryn  of  us.”  The  said  William  Melrig,  the  same  day,  was  sent  fore, 
cam  personalie  to  fore  the  said  Mair,  and  ther  and  then  demanded 
by  the  same  Maiour  what  sedicious  words  he  hard  at  eny  tyme 
Roger  Brere  say  of  my  lorde  of  Gloucestre,  he  answerd  and  said 
noon;  and  then  it  was  forther  shewed  whether  he  hard  ever  if  the 
said  Roger  say:  “What  may  my  lorde  of  Gloucestre  do  for  us  of 
the  citie — nothing  bot  gryn  of  us.” — the  said  William  Melrig 
answered  and  said,  that  he  hard  never  the  said  Roger  say  noon 
such  words  ne  other  words,  the  which  shold  sound  eny  thing  to 
my  said  lord  of  Gloucestre  dishonour  ne  displesour  and  that  he 
answerd  and  said  that  he  is  and  wil  be  at  all  tymez  redy  to  approve. 
This  was  shewed  to  fore  the  said  Maiour,  Shireffs,  Chamberleyns 
and  other  diverse  cocitesyns  of  this  said  Cite  of  York. 

fo.  60b.  Present  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

25  June  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  7  of  xii,  10  of  xxiv. 
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In  the  counsell  chambyr,  beyng  at  the  wich  tym  it  was  be 
tham  agreid  that  my  lord  of  Northumberland  shalbe  presented  with 
ijs  mayn  breid  and  v  gallons  of  red  and  claret  wyn  and  with  a 
galon  of  swete  wyn. 

Miscellanea  l,  fo.  488.  Detention  of  Goods. 

By  the  Prince. 

Right  trustie  and  wel  belovyd  we  grete  you  wel.  And  where 
as  it  is  shewed  unto  us  on  your  behalve  of  our  welbelovyd  servaunt, 
Thomas  Fisshe  howe  that  he  delyvered  unto  William  Spence, 
inhabited  within  your  office  of  Marialtie  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke 
certayn  harneysse  to  thentent  to  have  had  the  same  kepte  to  his 
use  and  behave,  and  although  he  to  his  greit  cost  and  charge  hath 
oftymes  demaund  and  required  deliverance  of  his  said  harneyse, 
yit  in  noo  wise  he  can  have  it;  wherfore,  and  for  asmuch  as  we  have 
assigned  hym  to  yeve  his  personall  attenclaunce  uppon  my  most 
drad  lorde  and  fader  in  his  roial  voiage  into  Scotland,  we  desire 
and  herebie  pray  you  at  our  instaunce,  and  contemplacion  of  thees 
our  lettres,  with  all  gudelie  hast  to  doo  call  before  you  the  said 
William  Spence,  and  examyn  hym  of  the  premissez,  and  to  take 
such  direccon  therin  as  shalbe  thought  by  your  wisdome  most 
according,  wherin  ye  shall  doo  unto  us  thyngs  of  right  acceptable 
pleasir.  Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  the  Castell  of  Ludlowe  the 
xxv jth  day  of  June. 

To  our  ryght  trustie  and  wel  belovyd  the  Maire  of  the  Citie 
of  Yorke. 

fo.  62.  The  City  to  give  Help  in  the  next  Scottish 

Expedition. 

Wages  of  Soldiers. 

Wardens  to  see  to  Equipment. 

29  June  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  9  of  the  xii,  1  Sheriff,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  which  day  it  was  commoned,  of  the  benivelence 
graunted  to  the  Kyngs  Highnes  in  the  last  viage,  his  said  Highnes 
proposed,  in  his  most  roiall  person,  to  go  ayanest  his  auncient 
enemyes  the  Scotts,  that  is  to  say,  a  capitan  and  vjxx  archers;  it 
was  thoght  and  dertermyned  that  the  said  graunt  of  a  capitan  and 
vjxx  archers  shold  stand  aswele  of  the  Cite  as  Aynestie;  and  to 
attend  nowe  of  the  right  high  and  mighti  Prince,  the  Due  of 
Gloucestre,  and  other,  in  this  next  viage  ayanest  the  said  Kings 
auncient  enemyes,  the  Scotts,  the  which  thai  propose,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  shortlie  to  make. 

Agreid,  the  same  day,  that  the  parisshings  of  All  Hallows  upon 
the  Payvement  shalbe  eissed  a  man. 

Item,  that  John  Brakenbury  shalbe  capitan. 
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Item,  that  every  sougeour  shalhave  vjd  of  the  day,  according 
to  the  Kyngs  wags,  and  to  be  waget  for  xxviij  days,  and  to  have 
half  in  hand,  and  over  that  and  above;  as  for  ther  reward  it  shall 
abide  to  the  said  sougeours  comyng  home. 

Item,  the  same  day  it  is  agreid  that  every  warden  shall  viewe 
within  his  wardanrie  that  every  man  within  the  same  be  wele  and 
defensable  arraied  and  that  to  be  doon  in  all  hast  gudelie.  Item, 
the  same  day  John  Harper,  on  of  the  Shireffs,  shall  be  and  attend 
as  a  Warden  in  the  wardenrie  of  Monke  barre. 

fo.  62b.  Lease  of  Ground  on  Castle  Hill. 

Misgoverned  Women. 

Price  of  Ale. 

1  July  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  14  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  day  it  was  agreid. .  .  .that  John  Long,  milner,  shall 
have  the  wast  ground  of  the  Castell  Hill  for  lxxix  yeres  from  this 
present  day  forward,  according  to  the  leisse  late  made  to  Robert 
Bull,  milner,  as  it  shal  be  boundet  by  the  said  Maiour  and  his 
Counsell.  And  over  that  that  said  John  ne  his  heres  ne  his  assignes 
shall  make  no  waste  of  the  said  ground  uppon  the  tenements, 
ne  housing  now  therof  bigged. 

And  over  that  the  commen  women  and  other  misgoverned 
women  shall  inhabitt  thame  in  the  suburbs  withoute  the  walls 
of  this  Cite  and  not  within. 

Item,  that  the  breusters  from  this  day  forwerd  shall  sell 
for  ld  ob.  a  gallon  of  the  best. 

Miscellanea  1 ,  fo.  489. 

The  Earl  of  Northumberland  asks  how  many  York  men  will  serve 

the  King  against  the  Scotts. 

your  lovyng  frend,  H.  Northumberland. 

Right  wirshupful  and  right  hartelie  belovyd  frend,  and  right 
trusty  and  welbelovyd  frends,  I  commaund  me  unto  you,  and 
desire  and  pray  you  within  viij  days  efter  the  sight  herof  to 
certefie  me  of  howe  meny  able  persones  defensible  arraied  ye  kan 
purvey  within  the  Cite  of  Yorke,  and  the  fraunches  of  the  same, 
to  take  the  Kyngs  wags,  besid  such  persones  as  the  said  Cite  hath 
graunted  at  this  tyme  to  fynd  unto  Scotland;  this  I  pray  you  be 
perfourmed  as  ye  entend  the  subdeuyng  of  the  Kyngs  our  sovereyn 
lords  greite  rebells,  and  auncient  enemyes,  the  Scotts,  and  the 
suretie  of  this  his  reame.  And  the  blissed  Trinite  perserve  you. 
Writen  in  my  Castel  of  Wresill  the  second  daie  of  July. 

To  the  right  wirshipful  and  my  right  hertelie  belovyd  frende 
and  right  trusty  and  welbelovyd  frends  the  Maire  and  Shireffs  of 
the  Cite  of  Yorke. 
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fo.  63.  Shortweight. 

Twelve  men  too  many  selected  for  the  Scottish  Expedition. 

Wages  and  Arrangements  for  setting  out. 

13  July  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  8  of  the  xii,  2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  declared  by  the  Mare  that  Adam 
Barbour,  osteler,  contrari  to  the  statuts  and  ordinaunces  of  the 
Cite  has  bakyn  brede  to  sell,  the  wich  wants  in  the  weght  of  the 
ob  whit  lof  viijs  and  more,  wher  for  he  was  committed  to  ward  by 
the  Mair.  And  for  as  moch  as  thar  is  set  and  apoynted  be  the  bills 
direct  to  the  parisshis  in  the  Cite  mo  agen  to  go  at  thys  tym  with  my 
lord  of  Gloucestir  to  the  skotts  than  C,  be  the  nombyr  of  xij 
persons,  it  is  agreid  be  the  hole  counsell  that  of  Cite  in  every  ward 
shall  be  ij  men  menyshed  of  every  ward  be  the  wardens  of  every 
ward  in  soch  parisshons  as  tham  semys  best  and  most  nedfull, 
after  the  mony  of  every  parishon  broght  to  thar  wardens.  And 
ower  that  that  every  archer  shall  have  and  tak  for  the  day  vju 
and  iid  toward  hys  hors  hyr,  and  that  every  sowgher  shall  be  at 
Maudland  chapell  of  mundey  next  comyng  at  ix  of  the  clok  afore 
my  lord  the  Mair  and  hys  bredyrn  in  thar  best  aray.  Also  it  was 

commaunded  be  the  hole  Counsell  to . 1  Snawball  to  be  in  his 

awn  person,  or  an  abill  man  for  hym,  defensable  araid,  with  a  hors 
at  Maudlan  chappell  to  atend  upon  the  Capten  of  the  Cite  to  the 
said  viage  to  Skotland.  And  over  that  that  Thomas  Davyson  shall 
at  this  viage  be  asociate  as  captan  with  the  said  John  Brekynbery, 
at  the  costs  of  the  chambyr  of  the  Cite,  and  at  hys  home  cumyng 
to  have  a  reward  thar  for. 

Miscellanea  1,  fo.  495. 

Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  thanking  him  for  reducing  the 
number  of  soldiers  required  from  York. 

Ryght  hygh  and  myghti  Prince,  and  our  full  and  gude  and 
gracius  lord,  we  your  humble  servants  humly  recommands 
us  to  your  gude  Grace,  w7ith  all  our  servicez,  and  thanks  you  for 
your  gude  and  gracius  lordship  to  us  shewyd  her  afore,  and  in 
especiall  of  that  at  wher  we  here  afore  promitted  to  our  most  drad 
suffreyn  legh  lord,  the  Kyng,  the  nombyr  of  vjxx  archers  to  this 
viage,  now  to  be  had  into  Skotland,  that  it  lyst  your  gude  Grace 
of  your  benevolens  to  concedyr  the  povert  ol  thys  pure  Cite,  to 
pardon  us  to  the  nombyr  of  v  skor  archers,  and  a  capiten,  the 
wich  nombyr  we  have  sent  at  thys  tym  with  our  gentilman  serjant, 
John  Brakynbery  and  Thomas  Davyson,  to  atend  apon  your  nobill 
person,  to  whom  and  to  us  we  besek  you  to  be  as  ye  have  beyn  at 
all  tyms  gude  and  gracius  lord,  and  to  doo  your  gracius  com- 

1  Blank  in  the  MS. 
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mandment,  both  we  and  thei  at  all  tyms  shalbe  redy  to  our  powers 
be  the  grace  of  God;  whom  we  besek  to  preserve  your  full  nobill 
person  in  thys  your  nobill  yorney  and  all  odyr.  At  York  the 
xiiij  day  of  July. 

To  the  ryght  hygh  and  myghti  Prince,  and  our  full  gude  and 
gracius  Lord  the  Duce  of  Gloucestre,  grete  Chamberleyn,  Constabill, 
Admirall  of  Yngland,  and  wardyn  of  the  west  marches  of  Yngland 
ayanst  Skotland. 

By  your  humble  servants,  the  Maire  and  hys  bredir,  Sheryffs, 
and  all  the  hole  Counsell  of  the  Cite  of  York. 

fo.  63b.  Payment  of  the  Soldiers  in  Scotland. 

5  August  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  Yorke, 
Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  14  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid,  that  for  as  moch  as  the  soghers 
of  thys  Cytie  now  beyng  with  my  Lord  of  Gloucestir  in  Skotland, 
beyn  deselet  of  money,  that  a  tax  shall  be  rasid  of  the  parishons 
of  thys  Cite  for  vij  days  wages,  that  to  be  rasyd  of  every  parish, 
aftir  the  rate  of  the  iiij  pairt  as  afore  tha  were  sett. 

Also  it  is  agreid  be  the  counsell  that  yf  John  Hodlow  will 
gyve  and  pay  to  the  behove  of  the  Chambyr  xx11,  that  than  he 
shalbe  dischargid  of  the  office  of  Shyryff,  and  all  odir  officez  in 
this  Cite  for  evyr,  and  les  than  xx11  tha  wil  not  discharge  hym 
of  the  said  office. 

fo.  64b.  Discontent  of  the  soldiers  about  payment  of  wages. 

Dispute  with  a  Vicar-Choral. 

29  August  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  11  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  shewyd  be  my  lord  the  Maire,  who 
that  it  is  not  unremembyrd,  who  that  it  was  here  afore  agreid  be 
the  hole  Counsell,  who  that  for  thys  last  vyage  to  Skotland  had 
and  made,  every  socher  shold  have  at  thar  departyng  forward  in 
thar  yorney  for  the  waghis  of  xiiij  daye,  and  that  the  captens 
shold  have  in  thar  hands  the  waghis  of  all  the  sochers  for  odyr 
xiiij  days,  and  contrary  to  this,  at  the  day  of  the  departyng 
forwar  in  the  yornie,  John  Brompton,  John  Gillmyn  and  William 
Lent,  when  thay  shold  have  rescevyd  thar  waghis  for  xiiij  days, 
tha  said  planly  that  tha  wold  have  the  hoyll  wagis  for  xxviij  days, 
and  els  tha  wold  go,  and  thar  apon  tha  set  thar  fellyship  all  the 
remland  of  the  soghers  in  the  same  oppenion,  so  that  whitowt  a 
direction  had  bene  taykyn  heryn,  the  said  viage  had  beyn  lettid 
for  that  seson,  so  that  my  lord  the  Maire  and  his  Bredyr  wher 
glad  to  gyfe  tham  the  hoyll  waghis,  for  fere  of  brekyng  of  the  said 
yorney,  contre  to  the  ordinaunce  afor  made.  And  herapon  the  said 
Brompton  was  sent  fore  this  day  and  come  in  to  the  Counsell 
chambyr,  and  was  examynd  apon  the  premississ,  and  than  and 
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thar  he  answerd  and  said,  that  he  was  not  prickyd  be  no  person 
so  for  to  doo,  bot  that  he  dyd  it  be  cause  that  it  was  latyn  hym 
to  undyr  stand  that  tha  shold  have  whaghes  for  a  munyth  day, 
and  thar  apon  he  boght  hym  geyr  to  go  with,  so  that  with  owt  he 
had  the  said  waghis  (fo.  65)  he  myght  not  go.  Also  the  same  day 
the  said  Gylmyn  and  Lent  com  in  to  the  Counsell  chambyr  and  wer 
examyned  of  the  premississ,  and  the  said  Gylmyn  contest  that 
he  said  that  he  wold  not  go  bot  yf  he  had  the  hole  waghes,  and 
that  he  was  not  mewyd  nor  intysed  be  no  nodyr  man  so  to  say, 
bot  that  it  was  sayd  be  the  hole  fellyship  that  he  tuke  les  than 
the  hole  waghis  he  shold  repent  it,  and  in  lyke  wys  the  said  Lente 
said  and  contest,  and  thar  apon  it  was  agreid  and  inact  that  the 
said  Brompton,  Lent  and  Gy  limy  n,  shold  be  set  in  the  Kytton,1 
thar  to  abyd  to  soch  tym  as  it  lyst  the  Counsell  odyr  wys  to  be 
awysid,  and  farther  to  be  punyshid  apon  thar  beyryng. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  wher  as  a  variaunce  has  beyn  betwyx 
John  Hags  and  Michael  White,  late  Shyryff  and  Sir  Robert  Gylls, 
one  of  the  vikyrs  of  the  Mynstyr,  the  wich  matir  is  put  of  my  lord 
the  Dean  of  the  Mynstyr  and  of  an  officiall,  that  Thomas  Asper 
shall  go  to  the  said  Dean  and  official  in  the  name  of  the  Cite  to 
desyr  tham  to  continew  the  matir  to  soch  tym  as  tha  cum  next  to 
the  Cite,  at  the  wich  tym  tha  shall  so  be  commoned  with,  as  be 
grace  of  God  a  gud  end  may  be  had  thar  in. 

fo.  65b  Quarrel  between  Ex-Sheriffs  and  a  Vicar-Choral. 

The  Mayor  to  go  to  Newcastle. 

4  September  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard 
York,  Mayor,  11  of  the  xii,  1  Sheriff,  15  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wych  tyme  it  was  agreid  that  for  the  matyr  of  vari¬ 
aunce  betwyx  John  Hagg  and  Michaell  White,  lait  Sheryffs  of 
the  one  part,  and  Sir  Robert  Gyllow,  one  of  the  vikyrs  of  the 
Cathedrall  Chyrch  of  Saint  Peter  of  York  of  the  odir  parte,  put 
apon  my  lord  the  Deane  of  the  said  cathedrall  chyrch,  and  of  my 
Maister,  the  officiall  of  the  same,  that  my  lord  the  Maire,  Thomas 
Wrangwish  and  John  Tonge,  Aldermen  and  William  Chymney, 
one  of  the  xxiiij  of  this  Cite,  shall  on  to  morow  common  with 
the  said  lord  Deane  and  officiall  in  the  said  matir. 

And  for  asmoch  as  the  Kyng,  our  suffreyn  lord,  be  hys 
lettre  to  my  lord  the  Mair  direct,  be  Maister  Lee,  one  of  the  Kyngs 
chapleyns,  shewyd  in  thys  Counsell  chambyr  to  the  hole  counsell, 
be  the  wich  the  Kyng  willid  the  said  Mair  to  be  at  Newcastells  as 
hestly  as  he  coud  conveniently  be,  for  conservacion  of  the  said 
toun  of  Newcastell,  so  that  in  ony  wys  the  said  Mair  must  doo 
the  Kyngs  pleasour  in  that  behalve,  wherfor  it  is  agreid  be  all  the 
counsell  that  the  ryght  worshipfull  John  Tong  shall  occupy  as 
leutenaunt  for  my  said  lord  the  Mair  to  soch  tym  as  he  shall  cum 
home  a  yane. 

1  Kytton;  the  prison. 
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fo.  66.  The  Dispute  about  payment  of  Soldiers. 

7  September  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Maior,  3  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  5  of  the  xxiv,  and  4  more,  each  of 
whom  was  fined  2d.  for  being  late. 

And  for  as  moch  as  her  afore  John  Brompton,  John  Gy  11- 
myn  and  William  Lent,  was  commytted  to  ward  for  thar  disobedi- 
aunce  made,  contrari  to  the  ordinaunce  made  be  my  lord  the 
Mair,  and  the  Counsell  of  thys  Cite,  in  the  viage  now  late  made 
to  Skottland,  that  is  to  say,  be  caus  it  was  agreid  be  the  hoyll 
Counsell  that  every  sogher  goyng  in  the  said  viage  shold  have  in 
hys  purs  the  waghis  of  xiiij  days,  and  that  the  capten  shold  have 
in  hys  purs,  for  every  of  the  soughers,  for  odir  xiiij  days,  and 
contrary  to  that,  at  the  day  of  thar  depairtyng  forward,  the  said 
John,  John  and  William  wold  not  go  in  the  said  viage  with  owt 
tha  had  thar  hoyll  waghes.  Wherapon  the  remland  of  the  sochers 
tuke  a  curage,  and  wold  not  go  with  owt  tha  had  thar  hoyll  waghis 
for  xxviij  days,  so  that  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  his  bredyr,  for 
letting  of  the  said  yorney  gayfe  tham  hoyll  waghez  of  xxviij  days; 
and  her  apon,  William  Lettwyn,  Thomas  Boyn,  and  John  Stokys- 
ley  at  thys  day  come  in  to  the  Counsell  chambyr  a  for  the  hoyll 
Counsell  and  desyryd  that  the  said  Brompton,  Gyllmyn  and  Lente, 
myght  be  deliwyrd  owt  of  prison,  apon  thar  seurte  of  thar  gude 
beiryng  and  submission  in  the  premissis,  whereapon  the  said 
Brompton,  Gyllmyn  and  Lente  were  sent  fore  in  to  the  Counsell 
chambir,  and  the  said  Brompton  said,  that  for  the  said  disabeyng 
he  was  ryght  sory,  and  forthermor  said,  that  tharof  he  wold  abyde 
the  rewyll  and  award  of  my  lord  the  Mair,  hys  bredyr,  and  the 
hoyll  Counsell  farther  award  and  correction,  and  from  hens  to 
be  of  gude  beiryng:  and  in  lyke  wyse  the  said  Gyllmyn  and  Lente 
answerd  and  said;  and  her  apon  the  said  William  Lettwyn,  Thomas 
Boyn,  John  Stokeysley,  John  Northeby  and  Thomas  Wryght 
become  seurts  in  C.  marcs,  to  our  Lord  the  Kyng  to  be  paid. 

fo.  67b.  Agreement  to  be  made  with  St.  Mary’s  Abbey. 

26  September  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard 
York,  Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  16  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  ther  was  comoned  and  shewed  by  the  said 
Maiour,  how  that  the  prior  of  Saynt  Mary  Abbey  was  at  hym 
shewing  unto  hym  howe  that  his  fadder,  the  Abbot,  was  disposed 
for  to  have  a  lovynge  end  betwix  thaym  and  the  Cite  of  the 
variaunce  of  Common.  For  which  cause  it  was  thoght  and  deter- 
myned  by  the  Counsell,  that  it  werre  wele  to  be  don  that  a  fyneall 
end  werre  maid  betwix  the  said  Abbey  and  the  Cite,  herafter  wele 
and  fermelie  to  be  kept.  For  which  cause  it  is  thoght  wele  to  be 
don  that  eftsones  by  seute  the  right  wirshupful  Sir  Guy  Fairfax, 
Knyght,  Richerd  Pigot,  serjaunt  at  the  lawe,  John  Vavosour, 
ser jaunt  at  the  lawe,  understonding  of  thame  at  what  tyme  thai 
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might  be  at  laser  forther  to  have  a  communicacion  as  toching  the 
variaunce  of  Common  betwix  the  Cite  of  Yorke  and  Saynt  Mary 
Abbey,  and  to  send  unto  the  said  Abbot  unto  hym  howe  that  the 
said  Maiour  and  all  abovesaid  was  determyned;  and  uppon  that 
John  Strangeways,  Esquire  to  the  swerd,  was  sent  to  the  said 
Abbot  with  cert  an  credence. 

fo.  68.  The  Captains  of  the  soldiers  of  the  City  to  account 
for  money  spent.  Beating  the  bounds  of  the  forest 
of  Galtres.  City  ramparts  to  be  weeded.  St.  Mary’s 
Abbey  and  the  liberties  of  York. 

9  October  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  shewj^d  by  lord  the  Mare,  that  it  was 
not  unremembryd,  that  now  of  late  at  the  last  viage  now  made  in 
to  Skotland,  John  Brakynbery  and  Thomas  Davyson  wer  made 
capitannes  of  soch  soghers  as  wer  foundyn  of  the  costs  of  the  said 
Cite  in  the  said  viage,  and  how  a  certan  som  of  money  to  tham 
deliwred  for  thar  expensis  in  the  said  yorney;  wher  a  pon  to  make 
accompt  and  rekynyng,  the  said  John  and  Thomas  wer  calyd 
in  to  the  Counsell  chambyr  at  this  day,  a  for  my  said  lord  the 
Maire  and  all  the  above  wryttyn;  and  the  said  John  Brakynbery 
examynyd  of  and  a  pon  the  premisses  said  that  he  wold  account 
with  a  gude  will  but  as  yit  he  was  not  ridde,  wherfor  he  desyryd 
day  to  Munday  next  cumyng  and  in  lyke  wyse  the  said  Thomas 
had  day  to  make  hys  accompt  the  same  day. 

And  over  this  it  was  shewyd  that  certan  persons  of  the 
forest,  to  the  nombyr  of  lx  persons,  howe  used  to  cum  in  to  the 
owt  gateys  of  the  Cite  to  make  thar  perambulacon  in  the  averer 
tym1  and  yf  tha  found  not  opyn  the  gayts  of  the  garth  tha  wold 
brek  them  opyn.  Wherfor  it  is  thowght  be  the  hole  Counsell,  that 
it  is  expedient  labour  to  be  made  heryn  to  the  Kyngs  gude  Grace 
the  said  forestyrers  herafter  newyr  to  have  soch  interest  within 
the  libertys  of  the  said  Cite.  And  owyr  this  it  was  shewyd  that 
Garerd  Haldynby  had  spokyn  with  my  lord  the  Mare,  and  that 
my  said  lord  the  Maire  movyd  hym  to  be  a  free  man  of  the  said 
Cite;  and  the  said  Garerd  said,  yf  it  be  so  that  yf  he  may  be 
dischard  for  ewyr  of  all  maner  of  office  of  this  Cite  he  will  be 
fraunchised,  wher  a  pon  my  said  lord  askyde  the  advyse  of  the 
hole  Counsell,  and  it  was  determyned  be  the  said  Counsell  that 
the  said  Jarerd  shalbe  commoned  with  my  lord  the  Maire,  maister 
Tong  and  maister  Fereby,  and  to  take  (/o.  68b)  hys  fraunsez  money 
for  hys  discharge  of  all  maner  of  office  in  the  said  Cite 

Also  it  was  agreyd  that  every  Wardeyn  in  his  warde  shall 
send  for  the  constabyll  and  caus  tham  to  caus  the  paryshons  of 
every  parish  to  powl  up  the  bumbylls,2  netylls  and  all  odir  wedys 
that  ar  growyng  abowt  the  walls  of  thys  cite. 

1  Averer  tym,  i.e.,  Haver  time,  Oat  harvest. 

*  Bumbylls,  rushes. 
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And  at  thys  same  day  come  one  of  the  servants  of  the  abbot 
of  Saint  Mary  Abbey  to  the  Counsell  chambyr,  shewyng  that 
wher  thay  and  all  odyr  sells  of  thar  monestery  awe  to  go  toll 
free,  and  whow  that  contrary  to  that  the  tollers  of  the  Cite  ha 
distreynyd  certeyn  hemp  of  the  Priour  of  Wederall,  one  of  the 
sells  of  the  said  monestery,  for  toll  and  murage,  wherfore  it  is 
agreid  be  the  Counsell  that  the  said  hemp  shall  be  relivyd  to  the 
said  Prior  and  that  a  certen  tym  shalbe  poynted  of  the  shewyng 
of  the  evidence  of  the  said  abbot  of  the  said  liberte. 

fo.  69.  The  Captains'  accounts.  Riots  at  Snaith  over  fishgarths. 

13  October  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  &  18  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  by  the  above  wry  tty  n,  that 
Thomas  Wrangwysh,  John  Tong,  Robert  Hancok  and  Thomas 
Skotton  shall  examyn  the  accompt  of  John  Brakynbery  and 
Thomas  Davyson  of  the  expenses  made  be  the  said  John  and 
Thomas  Davyson  of  soch  money  as  thai  resevyd  for  the  expenses 
of  tham,  and  the  carters  of  the  viage  now  late  made  into  Skotland. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  yf  John  Sheyn  will  gyffe  v  marc  for  to 
be  dischargyd  of  all  maner  of  office  be  hym  her  after  to  be  beyren 
in  this  Cite  that  thar  to  he  shall  be  rescevyd. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  fer  as  moch  as  diwyrs  men  of  the  parish 
of  Snath  beyn  indited  of  riots  for  brekyng  upp  of  fyshgars,  the 
wich  was  done  be  the  Kyngs  commission,  that  for  as  moch  as  the 
said  brekyng  upp  of  the  said  fyssh  garthes  wer  for  the  wele  of  this 
Cite,  that  the  Cite  shall  mak  soch  wrytyng  and  labor  for  the  said 
persons  that  ar  and  shalbe  most  expedient  for  the  wele  of  the  said 
inditez  be  the  advys  of  thar  counsell. 

fo.  69b.  Wages  and  allowances  of  the  Captains  of  the  City 

for  the  Scottish  expedition. 

23  October  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  &  23  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  for  the  viage  now  late 
made  in  to  Skotland,  that  John  Brakynbery,  the  capiten,  shall 
have  for  hys  expenses  dayly,  as  wele  in  Skotland  ground  as  in 
Yngland  ground,  every  day  as  long  as  he  was  furth  in  the  said 
yorney,  that  is  to  say,  for  xvij  days,  for  every  day  xxd,  and  as  for 
hys  servant  to  have  alowens  viijd  of  every  day,  so  that  his  waghis 
be  thar  of  deduct  for  as  moch  as  the  said  servant  had  wageys  of 
the  Cite;  and  as  for  Thomas  Davyson,  it  is  agreid  that  he  shall 
have  for  heys  expenses  alowans  for  every  day  that  he  was  furth 
xviijd,  and  for  his  servant  every  day  viijd,  so  that  his  waghis  that 
he  has  resevyd  of  the  Cite  be  deduct.  Also  it  is  agreid  to  alow 
tham  for  the  ij  carters  for  xxxv  days,  and  for  the  freyr  for  every 
day  ij8  for  thar  mete  and  drynk,  and  for  the  carters  hors  every 
day  for  every  hors  ijd. 
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Also  it  is  agreid  that  every  parish  shall  gyfe  to  every  sogher 
that  was  owt  at  the  yorney  now  late  made  to  Skotland,  for  xiiij 
days  that  he  was  furth,  toward  hys  hors  hyr,  for  every  day  ijd 
and  that  thar  shalbe  with  the  advys  of  every  Warden  in  his  ward 
for  the  standerd  beirer  raysid  aftir  the  rate  of  every  parish  xijd, 
so  that  it  may  be  modraite  what  every  parish  shall  bere,  and  wher 
as  ony  hors  of  any  socher  is  deid  in  the  said  yorney,  it  is  agreid 
at  that  hors  so  deid  shall  be  born  of  the  cost  of  the  parishon  for 
worn  the  sochyr  that  so  had  hys  hors  deide  went  furth. 

fo.  70.  The  price  of  Horsebread. 

15  November  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard 

York,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  &  16  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  avysid  be  the  Counsell,  that  as  long 
as  the  pryce  of  bey  ns  beyn  at  iiijs  or  above,  that  the  baxters  of 
this  Cite  shall  sell  thre  hors  lofys1  for  jd  and  that  every  lofe  shall 
weye  thre  pound,  and  yf  the  price  of  beyns  be  ondyr  iiijs  that  then 
every  baxter  of  thys  cite  shall  sell  thre  hors  lofys  for  jd,  and  that 
every  lofe  shall  weye  fowr  pound.  The  said  ordinaunce  to  indure 
as  long  as  it  shall  pleas  the  Mair  and  hys  bredyr  and  the  Counsell 
of  this  Cite  for  the  tym  beyng. 

fo.  70b.  Ordinances  of  the  Wrights.  The  City  Bars  and 

Posterns. 

18  November  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard 
York,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  17  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  be  all  above  wryttyn,  that  the 
bill  putt  in  be  the  wryghtys  of  certan  ordinaunses  of  thar  occupa- 
cion  shall  be  inact,  ordenyd,  and  regestyrd  in  the  Registyr  of  thys 
Cite  acordyng  to  the  said  bill.  Also  it  is  ordend  that  the  sargants 
of  this  Cite,  every  man  in  hys  ward,  see  that  the  yatys  and  postyrs 
of  this  Cite  every  nyght  be  spared  at  ix  of  the  clok  and  openid 
a  yan  at  v  of  the  clok  in  the  mornyng. 

fo.  71.  The  King  to  be  asked  to  grant  fresh  tolls,  or  a 

lessening  of  the  Fee  farm.  Remedy  to  be  sought 
against  the  Easterlings. 

9  Dec.  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  and  21  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  be  all  above  wryttyn,  that 
labour  shalbe  made  now  at  thys  next  parlement  to  the  Kyngs 
gude  grace,  for  as  moch  as  the  Kyngs  nobill  progenitours  made 
this  Cite  a  hole  bodey  and  corporet,  tham  to  have  the  name  of  a 
Mair,  and  graunt  the  isshewe  and  profits  of  this  Cite,  the  Mair  and 
his  successours  to  ferm,  yeldyng  hym  and  hys  hers  viijxxli;  and  that 
now  certen  towns  pays  not  toll  as  at  that  tym  tha  dyd,  wherfor 

1  Horseloaves. 
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labour  is  to  be  made  to  the  Kyngs  gude  grace  to  have  the  toll  of 
Doncaster,  Rotheram,  Malt  on,  Burowbryg  and  odir  diwyrs  other, 
els  to  have  a  metigacon  of  the  Kyngs  ferm  of  as  moch  as  the  tolls 
of  the  said  towns  amounts. 

Also  for  as  moch  as  the  Estyrlyngs  cumys  in  to  thys  pairts, 
and  has  thair  fre  bying  and  fre  selyng  in  thys  land,  and  that  the 
ynglish  marchaunts  cannot  so  hav  in  thar  cuntreis  to  the  gret 
unduyng  of  ynglysh  marchaunts,  it  is  agreid  that  labour  shalbe 
made  at  this  next  parlement  to  have  a  remede  herin. 

fo.  72b.  M.P.S  chosen. 

13  December  22  Edward  IV  (1482)  in  the  Common  Hall. 
Present — Richard  York,  Mayor,  9  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  11  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  thys  day,  be  the  advise  of  the  holl  Counsell,  my  lord  the 
Mair,  Richard  York  and  John  Tong  war  chosyn  Citizins  and 
Knyghts  of  the  parlement  for  this  honorabill  Cite  and  the  Shir 
of  the  same. 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid  for  as  moch  as  certen  of  the 
money  that  Maister  Gyrlyngton  lade  in  the  chambyr  was  by 
diwyrs  Chamberleyns  lent  owt  a  pon  certan  plegs,  the  wich  war 
not  sufficient;  that  the  pleges  shalbe  seyn,  and  that  every  Cham- 
berleyn  shall  awnswer  for  the  mony  that  he  lent. 

fo.  73.  Reward  for  the  Captains  of  the  city’s  soldiers. 

The  Cappers. 

20  December  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  11  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  all  soch  money  as  is  in 
the  hands  of  John  Brakynbery  and  Thomas  Davyson,  that  re- 
maynys  unspent  of  soch  money  as  was  deliwyrd  to  tham  for  thar 
expensis  in  the  viage  now  late  made  in  to  Skotland,  shal  be  gevyn 
to  tham  in  reward  for  thar  deligent  service  in  the  said  viage,  at  the 
instaunce  of  the  ryght  nobill  prince,  my  lord  of  Gloucestir,  so 
that  it  be  takyn  for  no  precedent. 

Also  that  a  bill  putt  in  to  the  Counsell  be  the  holl  Craft  of 
Cappers1  for  certan  ordinauncez  of  thar  occupacion  shall  be 
registyr  and  enacid  in  the  Registyr  of  the  Cite,  acordyng  to  the 
said  bill  for  ewyr  to  be  kept. 

fo.  73b.  New  M.P.  chosen. 

23  December  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard  York, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  13  of  the 
xxiv. 

1  The  Cappers.  The  ordinances  of  the  Cappers,  registered  at  the 
beginning  of  the  xvth  century  are  to  be  found  in  York  Memorandum  Book, 
vol.  1,  p.  77.  The  ordinances  referred  to  above  are  printed  in  the  Memorandum 
Book,  vol.  II,  p.  283. 
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Where  as  her  a  for  that  my  lord  the  Mair  and  John  Tong 
wer  elect,  and  be  the  hole  Counsell  ordenyd  to  be  cetezins  and 
burgyshis  of  the  parlement  for  thys  nobill  Cite,  at  that  Allmighti 
God  has  so  visite  the  said  John  Tong  with  seknes,  so  that  he  may 
not  conveniently  tak  apon  hym  the  said  yorney,  it  is  agreid  my 
said  lord  Mair  and  Mils  Meitcalff  to  be  cocetizins  and  burgesis  of 
the  parlement. 

fo.  74.  Alleged  Slander. 

30  December  22  Edward  IV  (1482).  Present — Richard 
York,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff, 
9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day,  for  asmoch  as  Henry  Ancok  in  Guthyrn- 
gate  informed  my  lord  the  Mair,  that  John  Lam  shold  say,  of 
fry  day  was  a  senyt,  that  the  sochers  beyng  furth  in  the  last  viage 
made  by  my  lord  of  Gloucestir  gud  grace,  that  the  sochers  of  thys 
Cite  was  ill  worthi  to  have  thar  waghys,  for  tha  did  nothyng 
for  it,  bot  made  whypys  of  thar  bowstryngs  to  dryve  cariage 
with,  and  her  apon  the  said  Henry,  at  thys  day  examynd  of  the 
premissis,  awod  the  same  afore  the  hole  Counsell,  the  said  John 
Lam  than  beyng  present,  and  said  John  Lam  denyd  the  said 
langage,  and  said  that  he  said  not  so,  bot  that  he  said  that  he 
hard  sum  of  thar  fellyship  say  that  tha  dyd  nothing  els  bot  waitid 
apon  the  ordnauns  and  cariage,  and  other  that  that  he  hard  one 
of  the  soghers  say  that  he  was  so  wery  that  he  was  fayn  to  take 
of  the  stryng  of  hys  bow  to  dryve  hys  horse  with. 

fo.  76.  A  debt  to  the  Bridge  Masters.  Deputy  Mayor. 

Ordinances  of  the  Glovers.  Arbitrators’  Award. 

30  January  22  Edward  IV  (1482-3).  Present — Richard 
York,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  for  as  moch  as  it  was  shewid 
be  the  bryg  maisters  of  Ows  bryg,  that  Richard  Merston  aws  to 
tham  for  ferm  dewe  to  the  Commonalte  xlix8  viijd,  the  wich  he 
will  not  pay  to  tham;  wherfor  it  is  agreid  be  the  holl  Counsell  that 
yf  the  said  Richerd  will  not  pay  the  said  xlix8  viijd,  that  then  the 
said  brygmaisters  shall  have  a  noffisour  of  the  Maiour  to  distreyn 
the  said  Richard  for  the  said  debbts  to  morn. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  for  as  moch  as  the  Mair  is  elect  and 
chosyn  to  be  one  of  the  citizins  at  the  parlement  for  thys  Cite,  so 
that  the  said  Mair  must  depairt  to  the  said  parlement;  wherefor 
it  is  agreid  that  after  the  depairtir  of  the  said  Mair  the  right 
worshipfull  Sir  John  Marshall  to  be  leutenaunt  duryng  the  tym 
of  the  mairalte  of  the  said  Mair. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  a  bill  put  in  be  the  Glovers1  of  thar 

1  The  Glovers'  ordinances  of  the  late  14th  century  are  to  be  found  in 
the  York  Memorandum  Book,  vol.  1,  p.  48.  In  1420  a  glover  was  granted 
ground  near  Minster  Gates  in  Stonegate  on  which  to  erect  a  stall  for  the 
sale  of  his  wares.  Mem.  Book ,  11,  92. 
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ordinaunce  shall  be  inact  for  an  ordinaunce  an  regestyr  in  the 
Register  of  this  Cite;  and  over  thys,  William  Pykard  and  Richard 
Croklyn,  arbitrours  betwyx  Richard  Marston  of  the  one  part,  and 
William  Merison  of  the  odir  part,  to  award  the  jugement  and  dome 
betwix  the  said  parts  of  all  maner  of  debts,  controversez,  debats 
and  wariauncis  betwyx  the  said  parts  had  or  dew,  the  day  above 
wrytyn  in  the  Counsell  Chambyr  of  the  Cite  of  York,  in  the  presens 
above  wrytyn,  betwyx  the  said  parts  awarded,  ordenyd  and  domyd, 
the  said  Richard  Marston  to  gyff  to  the  said  William  Mereson  vj8 
of  gud  and  lawfull  ynglysh  money,  or  a  stone  and  a  halff  of  woll, 
and  a  sak  and  1  shep  skynnys,  and  xl  rapis  or  pelts  that  the 
skyn  was  powld  of,  the  wich  the  wyff  of  William  Taillour  deliwyrd 
to  the  said  William  Mereson  to  save  hym  harmles  with  the  Maister 
John  Vesse,  to  whom  the  said  William  Mereson  was  sewrty  for  the 
said  William  Taillour  for  v8  vjd. 

A/Y  Appendix  fo.  1.  The  Citizens  of  York  and  the 

Duke  of  Gloucester. 

13  February  1483. 

Mem.  that  the  xiiijth  day  of  February,  in  the  xxij  yere  of 
Kyng  Edward  the  iiijth,  come  afore  John  Marshall,  leutenant, 
Robert  Rede,  gyrdeler,  into  the  Counsell  chamber,  with  odir 
persons  with  hym,  and  than  and  thar  shewyd  whow  that  William 
Wells,  cowper,  shold  report  that  the  last  day  of  Januari  last  past, 
sityng  at  the  ale  at  Eden  Berys,  in  Gothyrngate,  that  one  askyd 
and  said  emong  the  felliship  sittyn  at  ale;  Syrs,  whow  shall  we  have 
to  our  Mair  thys  yere  ?  Wher  unto  aunswerd  and  said  Stevyn 
Hoghson,  Syrs,  one  thyng  and  it  plees  the  communs  I  wold  we 
had  Maister  Wrangwysh,  for  he  is  the  man  that  my  lord  of 
Gloucestre  will  doo  for;  and  the  said  Rede  sayd,  that  the  said 
William  Wells  reports  of  hym  that  he  shold  answer  and  say  thar 
to,  na,  and  said  that  if  my  lord  Gloucestir  wold  have  hym  Mair 
the  communs  wold  not  have  hym  Mare;  and  her  apon  the  said 
Wells,  sent  for  afor  the  said  leutenaunt,  the  xvth  day  of  the  said 
moneth,  examend  be  the  said  leutenaunt  of  the  premissis,  said, 
na,  he  said  not  so,  bot  he  says  that  the  said  Rede  said,  and 
aunswerd  the  said  Hoghson  and  said,  that  myght  not  be,  for  the 
Mair  must  be  chosen  be  the  commonalte,  and  not  be  no  lord. 
Wher  apon  the  said  Stevyn,  Robert  Jackson,  gyrdler,  Thomas 
Pollow,  Robert  Shyrley,  John  Holme,  John  Kyng,  gyrdler, 
Thomas  Nelson,  smyth,  Hubard  Bryggs,  pyner,  Thomas  Wryght, 
bocher,  beyng  at  the  said  ale  hows  in  whose  presens  the  langage 
that  was  said  was  said,  be  the  said  leutenaunt  examynd,  said 
that  the  langage  of  the  said  Rede  was  that  my  lord  of  Gloucestir 
wold  not  be  displesid  whomsomewyr  it  pleasid  to  Communs  to 
chos  for  thar  Mare,  and  that  was  the  sayngs  of  the  said  Rede  and 
no  nodyr;  (fo.  lb)  wherapon  John  Awnwyk,  examynd  afor  the 
said  leutenaunt,  said  that  he  hard  the  said  Wells  say  that  the  said 
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Rede  said,  that  vf  my  lord  of  Gloucester  wold  have  Maister 
Wrangwish  Mair  that  than  he  shol  not  be,  for  he  hard  hym  say 
that  the  Mair  shal  not  be  chosyn  be  no  man.1 

fo.  79b.  Price  of  Ale. 

21  Feb.  22  Edward  IV  (1482-3).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  5  of  the  xii,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agred  that  ayll  shalbe  sold  to  Estyr 
next  cumyng  for  xxd  a  dusan,  and  the  wyn  shalbe  sold  for  xd 
a  galon. 

fo.  80.  Quarrel  between  two  York  Citizens. 

5  March  22  Edward  IV  (1482-3).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  Aldermen,  1  Sheriff,  11  of  the 
xxiv. 

Award  of  arbitrators  in  a  case  between  Thomas  Wrangwish, 
alderman  of  York  and  Thomas  Watson,  littster  of  York.  All  the 
above  are  the  arbitrators. 

Furst  for  as  moch  as  the  said  Thomas  Wrangwysh,  Alderman, 
had  a  hors  of  the  said  Thomas  Wattson,  the  wich  hors  was  taykyn 
by  the  pynder  of  Acorn,  for  damagez  doyng  in  the  corn  thar,  the 
wich  hors  was  deliwyrd  be  the  said  pynder  to  the  said  Thomas 
Wrangwish,  the  wich  Thomas  Wrangwish  after  that  occupyed  the 
said  hors,  and  yit  hym  has;  that  my  said  Maister  Thomas 
Wrangwysh  shall  gyff  and  pay  to  the  forsaid  Watson  in  satis- 
faccion  of  the  said  hors  xvjs  viijd;  and  for  as  moch  as  the  said 
Thomas  Watson  had  unsyttyng2  and  inconvenient  langwegh  of 
my  said  Maister  Wrangwysh,  that  is  to  say,  for  as  moch  as  the  said 
Watson  sayd  in  the  presens  of  my  said  lord  the  Mair  to  the  said 
Maister  Wrangwysh,  that  yf  he  had  doone  to  hym  as  he  dyd  to 
hym  for  takyng  of  the  said  hors,  he  wold  have  made  hym  to  a 
sowght  all  hys  frends  that  he  had,  bot  yf  he  had  causyd  hym  to 
abeyn  hangyd  by  the  nec  for  the  said  hors;  also  be  cause  that  is 
opynly  nosyd  in  the  Cite  that  the  said  Wattson  shold  call  my  said 
Maister  Wrangwish  theiff;  and  also  for  soch  mysbyhavyng  as  the 
said  Wattson  behad  hym  the  day  of  the  oth  takyng  of  my  lord 
the  Maire  in  the  Common  Hall,  in  spekyng  thar  oppinley  in  the 
presens  of  my  said  lord  the  Mair  and  of  all  my  maisters,  hys 
bredir,  and  of  the  holl  commonalte  of  thys  Cite — it  was  awardyd 

. that  the  said  Wattson  shalbe  imprisoned  and  in  prison  to 

rest  and  abyde  at  the  will  of  my  said  lord  the  Maire  an  of  hys 
bredyr  a  pon  hys  gude  a  beryng,  and  after  that,  the  said  Watson 
to  mak  hys  submisshon  oppynly  in  the  Counsell  Chambyr  in  the 

1  This,  with  other  documents  relating  to  Richard  III,  is  found  at  the 
end  of  the  MS.  lettered  A/Y  among  the  muniments  of  York  Corporation. 
The  proper  place  for  such  documents  was  in  the  Minute  Books  of  the 
Council,  but  perhaps  it  was  thought  prudent  not  to  have  them  recorded  in 
their  Minute  Books. 

2  Unsyttyng;  insulting. 
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presens  of  my  said  lord  the  Maire,  and  hys  bredyr,  at  soch  tym  as 
it  shall  plees  my  said  lord  in  the  maner  and  form  insuyng — my 
lord  the  Mair,  and  all  my  maisters,  for  as  moch  as  I  have  mysbehad 
me  ayanst  ye  in  sayng  of  unsytyng  langwygh  in  the  presens 
of  you,  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  in  the  presens  of  odir  of  you  my 
maisters  to  one  of  my  maisters,  your  brodyr,  Maister  Wrangwish, 
Alderman  of  this  full  worshipfull  Cite,  for  the  wych  langwage  I 
am  ryght  sory;  wher  I  besek  you,  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  you  my 
maisters  all,  (fo.  81)  to  forgeve  me,  and  that  ye  my  lord  the  Mair 
wold  be  my  gud  lord,  and  ye  my  maisters  all  be  my  gud  maistyrs, 
and  that  ye  wold  desyr  my  said  maister  Wrangwysh  at  your 
desyr  and  instaunce  to  forgyve  me  and  be  my  gude  maister;  and 
fo  so  moch  as  I  had  the  said  unsytyng  language  of  you,  my  maister 
Wrangwysh,  for  the  wich  sayng  I  am  ryght  sory,  I  beseke  you  to 
forgeve  me,  and  to  be  my  gude  maister. 

fo.  81b.  Present  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

6  March  23  Edward  IV  (1482-3).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalf,  Recorder,  8  of  the  xij,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  of  Gloucestre 

gude  grace . mayn  breid,  vj  galons  redwyn  Gaskwjm,  vj 

pyks,  vj  tenchis,  vj  brembys,1  ij  lampreys;  and  that  the  Aldermen 
shalbe  in  vielet  and  the  xxiiij  in  blew. 

fo.  82b.  A  Member  of  the  Dean’s  household  strikes  a  York 

freeman. 

. . .  .March  23  Edward  IV  (1482-3).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  &  15  others. 

At  this  day2 ....  Haryngton,  gentilman  of  my  lorde  the 
Deane  of  this  honourabill  mynster  of  Saint  Petir  of  York,  come 
in  to  the  Counsill  chambyr  afor  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  all  above 
wryttyn,  and  than  and  thar  sumytit  hym  in  thys  form,  sayng 
that  he  was  right  sory  for  the  offence  that  he  had  done  within 
thys  Cite,  in  strikyng  of  a  fraunchest  man  of  thys  Cite;  wher 
for  he  besoght  my  lord  the  Mair  to  be  hys  gude  lord,  and  all  my 
maisters  to  be  hys  gude  maisters,  and  forgyff  hym.  Wher  apon 
at  the  instaunce  of  my  said  lord  the  Dean,  and  for  the  gret  zele 
and  luff  that  the  Dean  had  had  and  has  to  thys  Cite,  my  said  lord 
the  Mair  and  my  maisters,  hys  bredir,  of  the  Counsell,  remittit 
and  forgave  hym  the  said  offence  as  moch  as  in  them  is 

fo.  83.  The  bounds  of  Fulford  common. 

31  March  23  Edward  IV  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  5  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  13  of 
the  xxiv. 

1  brembys,  i.e.,  bream. 
a  Blank  in  original. 
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It  was  agreid  that  of  Friday  next  cumyng,  thar  shall  be  of 
the  ground  of  Fulforth  for  the  Cite,  Richerd  York,  Thomas 
Wrangwysh,  John  Tong,  Johannes  Fereby,  Aldermen,  Thomas 
Asper,  of  counsell  with  the  Cite,  William  Chymney,  Robert 
Hancok,  Johannes  Hag,  and  John  Harper  of  the  xxiiij  for  to  be 
with  Maister  Fairfax  for  boundyng  of  the  common  of  the  said 
Cite. 

fo.  83b.  The  Fulford  Common. 

3  April  23  Edward  IV  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 
Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  5  of  the  xij ,  1  Sheriff,  1 1  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  as  for  touching  the  matir 
of  variaunce  of  commun  betwyx  the  Cite  and  the  Abbot  of  Saint 
Mare  Abbey,  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair  shall  take  and 
call  to  hym  of  every  craft  one  or  ij  of  the  most  onest  comeners, 
and  se  the  ground  that  is  drawn  with  a  ploughe. 

fo.  84.  Inspection  of  bounds. 

4  April  23  Edward  IV  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 
5  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mare  and  all  the  holl  Counsell, 
that  my  lord  the  Maire  and  every  person  of  the  commun  counsell, 
shall,  apon  resonabill  warnyng,  go  or  ryde  with  my  lord  the  Mair 
to  Sowerdocarr,  to  see  the  bounds  of  the  way  to  Gylling,  apon 
the  payn  of  forfiet  of  every  person  wantyng,  vj8  viijd 

fo.  86b.  Death  of  Edward  IV. 

7  April  A.D.  1483.  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor,  Miles 
Metcalfe,  Recorder,  3  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  daj  it  was  shewyd  by  my  lord  the  Mair,  that 
as  yistyrday  Sir  John  Hart  was  sent  to  hym  from  my  lord  the 
Dean,  shewyng  that  our  suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng  is  discessid  and 
passid  to  God,  of  whos  sail  god  have  merce;  wherfor  my  lord  the 
Dean  desyryd  my  lord  the  Maire,  and  all  my  maistez  hys  bredir, 
to  be  thys  day  aftir  none  at  the  mynstir  at  the  derge  of  our  said 
suffreyn  lord,  and  to  morn  at  hys  mes. 

fo.  87.  Petition  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester.  A  rule  of  the 

Coopers. 

23  April  1483.  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor,  Miles 

Metcalfe,  Recorder,  &  16  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  John  Braky nbery, 
Esquier  of  the  mays,  shall  ryd  upp  to  London  to  atend  upon  my 
lords  of  Gloucester  gude  grace,  to  labour  to  have  a  pardon  of  the 
Kyngs  gud  grace  of  l11  yerly  of  hys  fee  ferm,  so  that  soch  persons 
as  cumys  to  thys  Cite  may  be  made  toll  free. 
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And  over  thys,  the  said  day  it  was  agreid  that  it  shalbe  lefull 
to  John  Gaunt  to  have  a  cowper  to  wyrk  within  hym,  withowt 
any  thyng  paying  thar  for  to  the  Cowpers,  so  that  to  gyrth  barels 
of  the  said  John  Gaunt  and  of  any  odir  person,  so  that  the  said 
John  Gaunt  ne  odyr  person  that  so  haith  a  cowper  wyrkin  within 
hym  sell  no  barells. 

A/Y  Appendix  fo.  1.  A  Barrell  of  Gunpowder. 

Mem.  that  the  last  day  of  Aprill  in  the  yer  of  our  lord  god 
1483  the  Chamberlayns  deliwyrd  to  John  Gravyn,  Gentillman,  a 
barell  with  gunpowdyr,  weyng  xlviijlb  the  barrell.1 

fo.  88.  Four  M.P.s  chosen. 

6  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 
6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  the  wirt2  of  our  lord  the  Kyng  was  red, 
the  tenour  of  the  wich  was,  to  have  iiij  cocitizins  of  this  Cite  to  be 
at  the  parlement  of  our  lord  the  Kyng,  to  be  holdyn  at  West¬ 
minster,  the  xxv  day  of  Jun,  wherapon,  acordyng  to  the  tenour 
of  the  said  wirt,  Thomas  Wrangwysh,  Willelmus  Wells,  Robert 
Hancok,  and  Johannes  Hagge,  were  elect  and  chosyn  to  be 
cocetizins  for  thys  Cite  at  the  said  parlement. 

fo.  89  M.P.s  to  stay  in  London  for  the  Coronation. 

Gift  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

13  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  wher  herafore  the 
Citizins  of  the  parlement  for  thys  Cite  have  had  alowance  for  thar 
rydyng  upp  to  the  parlement,  thar  wages  for  vj  days  afore  the 
parlement  begyn,  that  for  as  moch  as  the  Coronacion  of  the  Kyng 
shall  be  afore  the  begynyng  of  the  parlement,  that  for  the  wele 
of  the  Cite,  Thomas  Wrangwysh  and  William  Wells,  elect  for 
Citizins  for  the  said  Cite  at  the  parlement  next  to  be  holdyn,  shall 
have  thar  wageys  of  the  Cite  for  viij  days  afor  the  parlement 
begyn,  to  be  at  the  Coronacion  to  commun  with  soch  lords  as  shall 
be  ther  for  the  wele  of  the  Cite. 

And  owyr  thys  that  my  lord  of  Northumberland  shalbe 
presentid  thys  day  with  ijs  mayn  breid,  vj  galons  wyn  of  Gaskwyn, 
and  ij  pykys. 

A/Y  App .  fo.  4.  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

14  June  1483. 

Mem.  that  the  xiiijth  day  of  the  moneth  of  June,  in  the 
ferst  yere  of  the  reing  of  Kyng  Edward  the  fyfth,  John  Brakynbery, 

1  This  entry  is  crossed  through. 

2  Wirt;  Writ. 
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gentilman  of  the  Mairs,  at  the  mais,  broght  a  lettyr  from  the  gude 
grace  of  my  lord  of  Gloucestre,  protectour  and  defensour  of  thys 
realme,  to  the  Mair,  Aldermen,  Shereffs,  and  the  Commonaltie 
of  the  Cite  of  York,  the  tenour  of  the  wich  insuyth  in  the  furm 
follwyng  : 

The  Due  of  Gloucestre,  brother  and  uncle  of  Kings,  pro¬ 
tectour  and  defensoure,  gret  chamberleyn,  Constable  and  Admiral! 
of  England. 

Right  trusty  and  welbelovyd,  we  gret}/rs  you  well,  and  wher 
by  your  lettres  of  supplicacion,  to  us  delyveryd  by  your  servaunt 
John  Brakenbery,  we  understand,  that  by  reason  of  your  gret 
chargez  that  ye  have  had  and  sustenyd,  aswiele  in  the  defence  of 
this  realme  ayanst  the  Scotts  as  other  wyse,  your  wershipfull  Citie 
remanyth  gretly  in  poverte,  for  the  which  ye  desire  us  to  be  gud 
meane  unto  the  Kyngs  grace  for  ane  ese  of  such  charges  as  ye 
yerly  bere  and  pay  unto  his  highnesse,  we  lat  you  wit  that  for 
such  gret  materez  and  bysynesses  as  we  now  have  to  do  for  the 
wele  and  usefullnes  of  the  realme,  we  as  yit  ne  can  have  convenient 
leyser  to  accomplysh  this  your  besnes,  but  be  assured  that  for  your 
kynd  and  luffyng  disposicens  to  us  at  all  tymez  shewid,  which 
we  ne  can  forget,  we  in  gudly  hast  shall  so  indevour  us  for  your 
ease  in  this  behalve  as  that  ye  shall  varaly  understond  we  be  your 
especiall  gude  and  loving  lord,  as  your  said  servente  shall  shew 
you,  to  whom  it  will  like  you  herin  to  gyf  forther  credence;  and 
for  the  diligent  service  which  he  haith  done  tooursyngulerpleasour, 
unto  us  at  thys  tyme,  we  pray  you  to  geve  unto  hym  laude  and 
thankis,  and  God  kepe  you.  Gyven  under  our  signet,  at  the 
Towr  of  London,  the  vth  day  of  Juyn. 

A/Y  App.  fo.  5.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  asks  York 

Citizens  to  assist  him  against  the  Queen. 

15  June  1483. 

Mem.  the  xvth  day  of  Juyn,  in  the  furst  yer  of  Kyng  Edward 
the  Vth,  Richard  Ratclyff,  Knyght,  delyvered  to  John  Newton, 
Mair  of  the  Cite  of  York,  a  lettre  from  my  lord  of  Gloucestre, 
the  tenour  of  which  insueth. 

The  Duce  of  Glocestre,  broder  and  uncle  of  Kyngs,  protect¬ 
our,  defender,  gret  Chamberleyn  Constabill  and  Admirall  of 
England. 

Right  trusty  and  welbelovyd,  we  grete  you  well,  and  as  ye 
love  the  wele  of  us,  and  the  wele  and  surtie  of  your  oun  selff,  we 
hertely  pray  you  to  come  unto  us  in  London  in  all  the  diligence 
ye  can  possible,  aftir  the  sight  herof,  with  as  mony  as  ye  can  make 
defensibly  arraied,  their  to  eide  and  assiste  us  ayanst  the  Quiene, 
hir  blode  adherentts  and  affinitie,  which  have  entended  and  daly 
doith  intend,  to  murder  and  utterly  distroy  us  and  our  cousyn,  the 
due  of  Bukkyngham,  and  the  old  royall  blode  of  this  realme,  and 
as  it  is  now  openly  knowen,  by  their  subtill  and  dampnabill  wais 
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forcasted  the  same,  and  also  the  finall  distruccion  and  disheryson 
of  you  and  all  odir  thenheritours  and  men  of  honer,  as  weile  of 
the  north  parties  as  odir  contrees,  that  belongen  us;  as  our  trusty 
servaunt,  this  berer,  shall  mor  at  large  shew  you,  to  whom  we 
pray  you  geve  credence,  and  as  evyr  we  may  do  for  you  in  tym 
comyng  faille  not,  but  hast  you  to  us  hidir.  Yovyn  under  our 
signet,  at  London,  the  xth  day  of  Juyn. 

To  our  right  trusty  and  welbelovyd  John  Newton,  Mair  of 
York,  and  his  Bredir,  and  the  Commons  of  the  same  and  every 
thame.  The  credence  of  the  which  lettre  is  that  such  felichip  as 
the  citie  may  make  defensably  arraid,  as  wele  of  hors  as  of  fute, 
be  on  Wendy nsday  at  eyn  next  cummyng  at  Powmfret,  their 
attendyng  upon  my  lord  of  Northumb reland,  and  so  with  hym  to 
go  up  to  London,  thar  to  attend  apon  my  said  lords  glide  grace. 

jo.  89b.  200  horsemen  to  be  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

15  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 
7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  16  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day,  for  as  moch  as  my  lord  of  Gloucestre  gude 
grace  hath  writtyn  to  the  Cite  whow  that  the  Qwhen  and  hyr 
adherannts  intendyth  to  distrew  hys  gude  grace  and  odir  of  the 
blod  riall,  it  agreid  that  Thomas  Wrangwysh,  William  Wells, 
Robert  Hancok,  John  Hag,  Ricardus  Marston  and  William  White, 
with  cc  horsmen,  defensably  arayd,  shall  ryd  upp  to  London  to 
asyst  my  said  lord  gude  grace,  and  to  be  at  Pomfret  at  Wedynsday 
at  nyght  next  cumyng,  thar  to  atend  apon  my  lord  of  North- 
umbreland,  to  go  to  my  said  lord  of  Gloucestre  gude  grace. 

jo.  90.  The  men  for  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

16  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 

7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  15  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  thar  shall  go  owt  of  the 
Cite  cc  men,  and  owt  of  Aynsty  c  men,  and  that  ther  shalbe  iiij 
-  assessorz  in  every  parish,  and  iiij  colectors  of  the  money,  and 
purveyors  of  hors  men  and  harnes,  with  the  constabills,  and  that 
every  sogher  shall  have  xijd  of  the  day,  and  that  every  socher  shall 
pay  for  hys  aun  jaket. 

fo.  91.  Wages  and  equipment  of  the  Soldiers. 

17  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 

8  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  every  Wardyn  in  hys 
ward  shall  bryng  afore  my  lord  the  Mair,  at  the  freyrs  Toftz,  all 
hys  awn  ward,  that  is  to  say,  one  ward  aforenone  and  a  nodir  after- 
nune,  to  all  the  wards  have  full  agreid  and  that  the  ij  aldermen 
that  shall  be  captens  shall  have  the  parlement  waghes,  and  that 
every  of  the  iiij  captens  of  the  xxiiij  shall  have  xviijd  of  the  day 
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for  hymself,  and  xijd  for  hys  man,  wher  apon  vjd  shalbe  payd  be 
the  chambyr,  and  that  adyr  of  the  aldermen  shall  have  jaketts 
of  sylk,  of  the  chambir  cost,  and  that  every  of  the  said  iiij  of  the 
xxiiij  shall  have  jaketts  of  chamlet,  of  the  chambyr  cost.  Also 
it  is  agreid  that  the  captens  shall  have  a  spare  hors,  of  the  cost  of 
the  chambyr. 

A/Y  App.  fo.  5b.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester’s 

Proclamation. 

19  June  1483. 

Forma  proclamationis  factae  in  Civitate  xix°  die  mensis 
Junii  anno  regni  regis  Edwardi  quinti  primo  sequitur  in  hec  verba. 

Richard,  Brodyr  and  Unkill  of  Kyngs,  Duce  of  Gloucestre, 
Protectour,  Defendour,  gret  Chamberleyn,  Constabill,  and  Ad- 
mirall  of  England,  streitly  chargs  and  commands  that  all  maner 
of  men,  in  their  best  defensabill  araie,  incontenent  aftir  this 
proclamacon  maid,  do  rise  and  on  up  to  London  to  his  highnes, 
in  the  compeny  of  his  cosyn,  the  Erie  of  Northumbreland,  the 
lord  Nevill  and  odir  men  of  wirship,  by  his  highnes  appontyd,  ther 
to  aide  and  assist  hym  to  the  subdewyng,  correctyng  and  punyssh- 
yng  of  the  Whene,  here  blode,  and  othir  hyr  adherents,  which  haith 
intendyd,  and  dayly  doith  entend,  to  murther  and  utterly 
distroi  his  roiall  person,  his  cosyn  the  duke  of  Bukkyngham,  and 
other  of  old  roiall  blode  of  this  realme,  and  also  the  nobill  men 
of  their  companyes,  and  as  it  is  notably  knaun,  by  mony  subtill 
and  dampnabill  ways  forcastyd  the  same,  and  also  the  speciall 
distruccion  and  disheryson  of  theym,  and  of  all  other  thenheritorz 
and  men  of  haneour,  as  weill  of  theis  north  parties  as  of  other 
contrees  that  belongen  tham,  and  therfor  in  all  deligence  prepare 
yourself  and  come  up  as  ye  love  their  honourz,  weles  and  surties, 
and  the  surties  of  yourself  and  the  common  weil  of  this  said  realme. 

fo.  91.  The  Duke  of  Gloucester’s  cognisaunce. 

Assessment  for  the  soldiers. 

21  June  1  Edward  V  prima  post  nonam  (1483).  Present — 
John  Newton,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  the  cunisunce  of  my 
lord  of  Gloucestre  shalbe  barde  and  carid  to  Powmfret,  and  then 
the  captens  that  shall  ryde  in  thys  yorney  shall  se  the  disposission 
and  pleasour  of  my  lord  of  Gloucestre,  and  that  to  thay  cum  to 
Powmfret,  every  sogher  of  thys  Cite  shall  were  the  conusunce  of 
the  Cite,,  and  then  if  the  captens  of  this  Cite  thynk  it  to  be  doyn 
every  socher  of  thys  Cite  to  were  the  conisuncz  of  the  Cite  and  also 
the  conusuns  of  my  said  lord  of  Gloucestre. 

And  over  thys,  notwythstandyng  that  at  thys  day  that  a 
supersedeas  was  direct  to  the  Sheryffs  for  the  parlement,  so  that 
it  shall  not  nede  to  ony  Citizen  to  go  upp  for  the  Cite  to  the  parle- 
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ment,  thys  notwythstandyng  it  is  agreid  that  the  said  Thomas 
Wrangwysh  and  William  Wells  shalbe  captens  of  the  soghers  for 
the  said  Cite,  and  that  adir  of  them  shall  have  iiijsol.  of  the  day. 

Also  it  is  agreid  tht  every  man  that  is  apoyntid  to  go  furth 
as  a  socher,  and  goys  furth  as  a  sogher,  shall  here,  notwythstandyng 
hys  goyng  furth,  as  moch  as  he  is  assessid  by  the  assessorez  of  the 
parishon,  and  that  in  taykyng  of  hys  waghys  as  moch  shalbe  stopit 
upon  hys  wages  in  hys  awn  hands,  of  heys  waghys  as  the  same  that 
he  was  set  to  amountyd  to. 

And  over  thys  it  is  agreid  for  as  moch  as  the  parishon  of 
Saint  Saviourz  is  assessid  to  iiij  men,  and  that  tha  be  gretly 
impovyrshid,  it  is  agreid  that  they  shalbe  abaytit  of  ij  men. 
And  owyr  thys  that  the  Standerd  berer  shall  have  in  reward  every 
day,  over  hys  waghis  vjd,  that  tharapon  xs  shalbe  delyvyrd  to 
hym  in  hand. 

fo.  91b.  Deputy  mayor  appointed. 

27  June  1  Edward  V  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  3  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid,  that  for  as  moch  as  my  lord 
the  Mair,  for  diwyrs  causis  resonable,  must  depairte  owt  of  the 
Cite  foracerten  tym,  that  the  ryght  worshipfull  John  Tong,  shalbe 
leutenaunt  for  my  said  lord  the  Mair  to  soch  tym  as  cumys  ayan. 

And  over  thys  thys  same  day  it  was  agreid  that  John  Harper 
shall  sell  a  vesill  of  white  wyn  that  he  had  withowt  eny  thyng 
paying  thar  for  to  the  Vinters  Pagent,  so  that  the  said  John  Harper 
sell  the  said  wyn  for  xd  a  galon. 

fo.  92.  A  present  for  the  Prince  at  Middleham. 

12  July  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 

Mayor,  &  17  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair,  with  a 
certen  of  my  maisterz  the  Aldermen,  that  is  to  say,  William 
Snawsell,  John  Tong,  John  Fereby  and  Robert  Amyas,  Aldermen, 
and  Thomas  Asper,  gentilman,  and  as  many  of  the  xxiiij  as  will, 
shall  ryde  to  Midlam  to  my  lord  the  prince,  with  a  present,  that 

is  to  say,  with . 1  peny worth  of  payn  mayn,  ij  barrell  ferres2 

of  wyn,  one  rede,  anodir  white,  vj  syngets,  vj  heronsewys,  ij 
dusan  rabetts,  and  that  they  shall  ryde  apon  the  chambyr  cost. 
At  thys  day  the  bill  of  John  Brakynbery,  of  hys  costs  made  for 
rydyng  to  London  and  agayn  shalbe  to  hym  alowyd. 

fo.  92b.  Reward  for  the  journey  to  Middleham. 

19  July  1  Richard  II  (1483).  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor, 
4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

1  Amount  not  stated. 

2  Barrel-Ferrer,  a  vessel  in  which  water  or  wine  was  carried  on  horse¬ 
back  on  a  journey  or  military  expedition. 
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At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  for  the  greit  labour  that 
Thomas  Asper  as  doon,  in  rydyng  to  my  lord  the  prince  to  Midlam 
with  my  lord  the  Mair,  that  the  said  Asper  shall  have  for  hys 
reward  for  the  said  labour  xiijs  and  iiijd. 

fo.  93.  Arrangements  for  the  King’s  Visit. 

31  July  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Maior,  6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  5  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  all 

my  maisterz  the  Aldermen,  in  skerlet,  and  the  xxiiij1 . shall 

meit  our  suffrein  lord  the  Kyng  at  Brekles2  mvlnys  on  horsbak. 


fo.  93b.  Arrangements  for  the  King’s  Visit. 

4  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  5  of  the  xii,  1  Sheriff,  8  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair  and  all 
my  maisterz  hys  bredyr  the  Aldermen  in  skarlet,  and  all  my  maisterz 
of  the  xxiiij,  and  the  chamberlayns,  and  all  these  that  have  beyn 
chamberlayns,  and  also  all  those  that  have  boght  owt  thar  chargez 
of  all  officez  in  thys  Cite,  shall,  in  reid  gownys,  on  horsbak,  meit 
our  most  dred  lege  lord  the  Kyng  at  Brekles  mylnys,  and  over 
thys  that  the  brygmastyrs,  and  all  odir  that  haith  beyn  bryg- 
mastyrs  and  all  odir  onest  men  of  the  Cite,  shalbe  in  reid,  apon  the 
payn  of  xxs  to  be  forfait  and  pay  to  the  Communalte  of  thys 
Cite  by  every  man  doyng  the  contrary,  and  my  lord  the  Mair  shall 
rays  the  forfaitz  in  that  behalff  apon  the  payn  of  xis  to  be  forfaite 
by  hym  to  the  Comunalte  of  thys  Cite,  and  that  all  odir  persons, 
of  every  occupacion,  in  blew  vielet  and  musterdivyles,3  shall  on 
fote  meit  our  said  sufferain  lord  at  Saint  Jams  Chyrch.4 

Mem.  to  send  for  Sir  Henry  Hudson,5  Ricardus  Burges, 
parish  clerke  of  Croux  Chyrch,  Ricardus  Standish,  parish  clerk  of 
Kryskyrk,  Willelmus  Hewet,  parish  clerk  of  all  Hallous,  Willelmus 
Gylmyn,  parish  clerk  of  Belfray,  Georgius  Lovell,  esquier,  of  Saint 
Mare  Abbey  and  Henry  Cunyng,  carver,  to  have  thar  advysez 
for  a  syght  to  be  made  at  the  Kyngs  cumyng  at  Mvklyth  Barr, 
Ousbryg  and  Stayngate. 

1  Blank  in  original. 

2  Brekles  Mill  cannot  now  be  identified.  It  was  near  Tadcaster. 

3  Musterdivilers;  a  kind  of  mixed  grey  woollen  cloth  from  Montivilliers 
in  Normandy. 

4  St.  James’  Church.  A  wayside  chapel  on  the  top  of  the  Mount. 

5  Sir  Henry  Hudson,  rector  of  All  Saints,  North  Street,  who  later  took 
a  part  in  arranging  the  welcome  for  Henry  VII.  He  was  an  officer  of  the 
Corpus  Christi  Guild.  In  the  Corpus  Christi  account  Roll  for  1476-7, 
Hudson  was  one  of  the  chaplains  who  collected  money  for  the  Guild.  In  1485 
he  is  Rector  of  Spofford. 


78 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

fo.  95b.  The  King’s  Visit. 

11  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  3  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  5  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that,  as  for  the  syght1  at  shall 
be  made  at  the  Kyngs  gude  grace  cumyng,  the  costs  thar  of  shall 
be  born  of  the  chambyr,  and  laid  doun  by  the  chamberleyns. 

fo.  96.  Present  for  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  ; 

the  King’s  Visit.  Letter  from  John  Kendal. 

16  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  13  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  of  Northumber¬ 
land  shalbe  presentit  with  xij a  peniworth  of  payn  mayn,  ij  pyks, 
ij  tenchys,  iij  greit  roistyng  els,  and  iiij  gallons  of  wyn  of  Gaskwyn. 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  all 
my  maisterz  hys  bredyr,  of  horsbak,  in  fyd  skarlet  gownys,  shall 
meit  our  suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng. 

2To  my  gud  Maisterz  the  Mair,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and 
Sherreffs,  of  the  Cite  of  York,  unto  you  as  hertly  as  I  can,  and 
thanked  be  Jesu,  the  kings  grace  is  in  good  helth,  and  in  lyke 
wyse  the  Quenys  grace,  and  in  all  their  progresse  have  beyn 
worshipfully  ressayved  with  Pageants,  and  others;  and  hys  lords 
and  juges  in  every  place  sittyng,  determynyng  the  compleynts  of 
pore  folks  with  due  punycion  of  offenders  (a  yenst)  hys  lawes. 
The  cause  I  writt  to  you  now  is  for  somoch  as  I  verally  knawe 
the  Kyngs  mynde,  and  entier  affeccion  that  hys  grace  bereth 
towards  you,  and  your  worshipfull  Cite,  for  manyfold  your  kynde 
and  lovyng  deservyngs  to  hys  grace  shewed  hertofore,  wich  his 
grace  will  never  forget,  and  entendeth  therfore  so  to  do  unto  you 
that  all  the  Kyngs  that  evir  reigned  upon  you  did  never  so  moche, 
doubte  not  herof,  ne  make  no  maner  peticion  of  desire  of  ony 
thing  by  hys  hignes  to  you  to  be  graunted;  but  this  I  advyse  you, 
as  honorably  as  your  wisdomes  can  imagyne,  to  ressayve  hym  and 
the  Quene  at  their  corny ng  dispose  you  to  do,  as  well  Pageants, 
with  soch  good  speches  as  can  goodly,  thys  short  warnyng  con¬ 
sidered,  be  devised,  and  under  suche  forme  as  Maister  Lancastre, 
of  the  Kyngs  counsell,  this  brynger,  shall  sumwhat  advertise  you 
of  my  mynd  in  that  behalve,  as  in  hangyng  the  streits  thorough 
wich  the  Kings  grace  shall  come  with  clothes  of  arras,  tapistre 
work,  and  other,  for  ther  comen  many  sothern  lords  and  men  of 
worship  with  them,  wich  woll  mark  gretly  your  ressayving  their 
graces.  Me  nedeth  not  thus  to  advise  you,  for  I  doubte  not  ye  have 
provided  therfore  better  than  I  can  advyse  you,  how  be  it  manyfeist 
I  showe  you  thus  of  good  hert,  and  for  the  singuler  zele  and  love 
1  The  sight,  i.e.,  the  Show. 

*  Davies  gives  this  letter,  but  the  original  cannot  now  be  found.  Davies, 
Extracts  front  York  Records,  p.  163. 
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that  I  here  to  you  and  your  Cite,  afore  all  other,  ye  shall  well 
knowe  that  I  shall  not  forbere  calling  on  hys  grace  for  your  weales 
ne  unremembre  it,  as  Maister  Lancastre  shall  shewe  you,  wich  in 
part  hard  the  Kings  grace  speke  heryn,  to  whom  touching  the 
premisses  it  may  like  you  geve  credence.  Writen  in  hast  the 
xxiij  day  of  August  at  Nottingham  with  the  hands  of  your  ser- 
vunt  and  hertly  lovere. 

John  Kendale,  Secretary. 

fo.  96b.  Defective  Oat-meal. 

22  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Kneuton, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Havermele  market.  Agreid  that  no  havyr  mele  maker  shall 
from  hensfurth  by  eny  havyr  on  the  market  day  in  the  havyr 
market  apon  the  payn  of  vjs  viijd  to  be  forfait  by  every  haver  mele 
maker  her  aftyr  heryn  defective,  as  oft  tyms  as  thay  offend  tharin. 

fo.  97.  A  Venison  Feast.  Illness  of  one  of  the  Sheriffs. 

26  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid,  for  as  moch  as  my  lord  of 
Northumbarland  gave  c8  and  v  bukys  to  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  hys 
bredir,  and  to  the  sochers,  that  late  wer  at  London  with  my  said 
lord  of  Northumberland,  and  that  at  the  eityng  of  the  said  bukys 
thar  was  spent  vj8  over  the  said  c8  that  the  said  vj8  shalbe  paid 
be  the  Chamberleyns. 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid,  for  asmoch  as  Thomas  Peirson, 
one  of  the  Shyreffs,  is  so  visit  with  seknes  that  he  may  not  ryd  to 
meit  our  suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng,  acordyng  to  his  dewty,  that 
William  White  shall  ryde  in  the  place  and  stede  of  the  said  Thomas 
Peirson  to  Tadcaster,  with  Mils  Greynbank,  a  nodir  of  the  Sheryffs, 
and  bere  a  rod  a  fore  the  Kyng  as  the  said  Thomas  Peirson  shold 
have  done,  and  for  as  moch  as  the  said  Mils  stands  Sheriff  the 
said  Myls  shall  ryd  of  the  ryght  hand. 

fo.  97b.  Presents  for  the  King  and  Queen.  Sale  of  Provisions. 

28  August  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  &  15  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  our  suffreyn  lord  the 
King  shalbe  presentid  at  his  cumyng  with  C  marcs  in  a  pare  of 
baysyns  of  sylwyr  gylt,  or  in  a  cop  of  gold,  or  in  a  gylt  pees,  and 
that  our  suffreyn  lady  the  Queyn  shalbe  presentid  with  c11  of  gold 
in  a  pees;  wherapon  my  lord  the  Mair  promised  to  lay  down  xx11, 
Maister  Meitcalff  the  Recorder  c11,  Maister  York  x11,  Maister 
Lam  x11,  Maister  Tong  xx11,  Maister  Fereby  xx11,  Maister  Tod 
x11,  Mils  Greynbank,  vice-comes . 
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Thomas  Allay n  x11,  Willelmus  Chymney  x11,  Johannes 
Lyghtlop  v11,  Henricus  Williamson  v11,  Thomas  Scotton  v11, 
Johannes  Hag  c8,  Michell  White  v11,  Johannes  Harper  v11,  Willelmus 
White  x11,  Ricardus  Clerk  x11,  Robert  Gyll  v11. 

Also  at  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  all  foreyn  bochers,  fyshers, 
fyshemongers,  poulters  and  all  odyr  that  bryngs  witell  to  sell  in  to 
thys  Cite,  shall  have  free  sayle  thar  of,  with  owt  ony  thyng  payng 
for  toll,  or  any  odyr  maner  of  charge. 

fo.  98.  Donors  to  the  King’s  present. 

28  August  1  Richard  III. 

Thes  feliyng  ar  the  names  of  them  that  hath  laid  down  the 
som  of  the  present  and  gyft  to  our  soferayn  lord  the  King  and  the 
Queyn,  at  thar  furst  cumyng  to  thys  Cite  made. 

Johannes  Newton,  Maior,  xx11  in  Ryawls. 

Mils  Meitcalff,  Recordater,  c11 

Thomas  Neilson  xiij 11  in  Ryawls  and  vij11  in  Aungells. 
Johannes  Gyliot  xxx11  in  Aungels. 

Johannes  Marshall  xx11  in  Aungels. 

Willelmus  Snawsell  v11  in  Aungels’ 

Ricardus  York  x11  in  Aungels. 

Willelmus  Lambe  x11  wherapon  in  Ryawls  iiij11  in  Aungels  vj 11 
Thomas  Wrangwish  x11  in  Ryals. 

Johannes  Tong  xx11  in  Ryawls. 

Johannes  Fereby  xx11  in  Ryawls. 

Willelmus  Wells  x11  in  Aungels. 

Robertus  Amyas. 

Willelmus  Todd,  x11  in  Ryawls. 

Thomas  Peirson  v11  in  Aungels. 

Milo  Greynbank. 

Thomas  Cat  our  viij 11  in  Ryals.  . 

Johannes  Lyghtlope  v11  wherof  in  Ryals  xl8  in  Aungels  iij11 
Thomas  Alleyn  x11  in  Ryals,  werof  iij  of  tham  are  venys. 
Henricus  Williamson  v1*  in  Aungels. 

Willelmus  Chymney  x11  in  Ryawls. 

Al  anus  Wilberfosse  v11  in  Aungels. 

Thomas  Scotton  v11  in  Aungels. 

Robertus  Hancok  x11  in  Rj^awls. 

Willelmus  Spence. 

Robertus  Gyll  v11  iij11  in  Ryals,  xl8  in  Aungels. 

Willelmus  Tayte. 

Ricardus  Clerk  x11  in  Aungels. 

Ricardus  Marston. 

Johannes  Hagg  v11  xl8  in  Ryals  and  iij11  in  Aungels. 

Michell  White  v11  in  Ryawls. 

Johannes  Herper  vn  in  Aungels. 

Willelmus  White  x11  in  Aungels. 

Maister  Nicoles  Lancastre  xx11  in  Ryawls. 
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fo.  98b.  Present  for  John  Kendal.  Performance  of  the 

Creed  Play. 

2  September  1  Richard  III  in  the  Common  Hall  (1483). 
Present — John  Newton,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder  & 
10  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  for  the  grete  labourz 
that  Maister  Kendall  has  had  to  our  suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng,  for 
the  wele  of  thys  Cite,  that  the  said  Maister  Kendall  shall  have 
a  reward  of  a  skarlet  goun,  or  of  a  chamlet  goun. 

Creyd  play 

Also  the  same  day  it  was  agreid  that  the  Creid  play  shall  be 
playd  afore  our  suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng  of  Sunday  next  cumyng, 
apon  the  cost  of  the  most  onest  men  of  every  parish  in  thys  Cite. 

fo.  99b.  The  Performance  of  the  Creed  Play. 

6  September  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  6  of  the  xxiv,  4  late. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that,  for  the  honour  of  thys 
Cite  that  all  my  maisterz  the  Aldermen,  and  all  the  xxiiij,  shalbe, 
with  my  lord  the  Mair,  to  atend  apon  the  Kyngs  gude  grace  to 
morow  at  seyng  of  the  Creid  play,  and  at  a  steward  shalbe  made 
emong  tham  to  parvie  for  tham,  and  every  man  shall  pay  elyk, 
that  is  to  say,  as  moch  he  that  is  away  as  he  that  is  thar. 

fo.  101b.  Lord  Lovel  and  rights  on  Knavesmire. 

15  September  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  &  10  others. 

Knaysmire 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  by  all  above  writtyn  that  wher  as 
my  Lord  Lowyll,  chamberlayn  to  ye  Kyng,  claymys  be  reson  of  hys 
chefe  plac  in  Drynghows  to  have  common  of  pastour  for  xx  Ky 
and  a  bull  in  the  pastour  of  Knaysmyr,  of  the  wich  common  the 
said  Lord  and  hys  auncesterez  hayth  beyn  possessid  and  seasid, 
as  he  says,  without  the  tym  of  mynd,  that  for  so  moch  as  my  lord 
the  Mair  and  my  maisters  hys  bredir  haith  examynd  diwyrs  old 
men  of  thys  Cite  of  thar  knawlege  her  in  and  what  tha  have  hard 
say  her  in  and  seyn,  and  that  my  said  lord  the  Mair  and  my  maisters 
hys  bredyr  haith  foundyn  by  examinacon  of  John  Talbot,  Adam 
Hudson  (and  others)  that  the  tenauntz  of  my  said  Lord  Lowyll 
of  hys  said  chefe  place  in  Drynghows  have  had  the  said  common 
to  now  late  in  the  tym  of  Richard  Carbett,  tenaunt  unto  my  said 
Lord  Lowyll,  that  he  haith  beyn  indited  for  mysusyng  and  putyng 
in  his  bests  of  the  said  pasture;  that  at  thys  day  it  shalbe  aunswerd 
unto  the  Counsell  of  my  said  Lord  Lowyll  that  my  said  lord  the 
Mair,  and  all  my  maisters,  hys  bredir,  will  not  be  ayanst  the  ryght 
of  my  said  Lord  Lowell  bot  wilbe  agreabill  that  my  said  Lord 
Lowell  shall  have  hys  ryght  so  that  no  nodir  of  Drynghows  have 


82 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

common  in  the  said  pastour,  bot  onely  the  tenaunt  of  my  said 
Lord  Lovell  of  hys  chefe  place  ther,  to  the  nowmbyr  of  xx  Ky  and 
a  bull,  so  that  tha  the  said  tenaunt  take  none  odyr  mens  bests  to 
gest  bot  occupy  the  commun  with  hys  awn  propir  bestz  and  that 
hys  bests  have  a  marke  that  tha  maybe  knawn  by  from  odir.1 

A/Y  App.  fo.  13.  Dona  Regis  Ricardi  tertii  facta 

Civitati  Ebor.  ae  Majori.  A.D.  1483. 

17  September  1483. 

Mem.  that  the  xvijth  day  of  the  moneth  of  Septembir,  in  the 
furst  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd,  John  Newton, 
then  beyng  Mair  of  the  Cite  of  York,  our  said  sufferayn  lord  the 
Kyng,  of  hys  most  speciall  good  grace,  rememberyng  the  gude 
service  that  the  said  cite  haith  done  to  hys  good  grace,  furst  in  the 
yorney  made  to  Dunffreys,  and  seth  then  in  the  yorney  made  the 

same  yere  to  Edynburgh, . yorney  late  made  to  London  to 

the  coronacion  of  hys  good  grace,  callid  afore  hys  good  grace  the 
said  day  into  the  Chapitour  howse  of  the  Cathedrall  Church  of 
Saint  Petir  at  York,  the  said  Mair,  hys  bredyr  the  Aldermen,  and 
many  odir  of  the  comuns  of  the  said  Cite,  and  then  and  ther  our 
said  suffereyn  lord  opynly  rehersid  the  said  service  to  hys  good 
grace  done,  and  also  the  dikey  and  the  grete  poverte  of  the  said 
Cite,  of  hys  most  speciall  good  grace,  withowt  eny  peticion  or 
askyng  of  any  thyng  by  the  said  Mair,  or  of  ony  odyr,  our  said 
sovereyn  lord,  onely  of  hys  most  abondant  grace,  most  graciously 
and  haboundauntly  grauntid  and  gave  in  releve  of  the  said  Cite, 
in  esyng  of  the  tolls,  murage,  bucher  penys  and  skaitgyld,2  of  the 
said  Cite  yerly  forewyr  Lviij11  xj8ijd,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  murage 
xx*1,  and  the  resedew  to  the  Sheryffs,  so  that  from  then  forwerd 
it  shold  be  lefull  to  every  person  frely  to  come  to  the  said  Cite 
with  thar  goods  and  catell,  and  tham  frely  to  sell  in  the  same 
without  onything  gyffing  or  paying  for  toll  or  murage  of  ony  of  the 
said  goods;  and  owyre  that  most  graciously  grauntyd  to  the 
Mair  and  commonaltie  of  the  said  Cite  yerly  xl11  for  ewyr,  to  the 
behove  of  the  communalte  and  chambyr  of  the  said  Cite,  and 
yerly  to  the  Mair  for  the  tym  beyng  as  hys  cheffe  ser jaunt  of 
Ayrms  xijd  of  the  day,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  yere  xviij1*  v8. 

The  above  document  has  been  badly  damaged  by  water. 

fo.  103b.  Levy  to  be  made  for  money  to  pay  expenses. 

Three  Aldermen  to  visit  the  King  at  Pontefract. 

23  September  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  and  13  others. 

1  See  p.  30. 

2  murage,  butcherpenny  and  skategeld  are  toll  charges;  murage  was  a 
charge  made  on  all  merchandise  brought  into  a  walled  town;  skategeld,  I 
think,  was  a  toll  on  fish;  the  bell  opening  the  fish  market  was  called  the 
scabell. 
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At  this  day  it  was  agreid  that  every  parish  within  thys  Cite 
shall  ryd  and  pay  the  shoghus  of  thar  parish,  and  over  thys  that 
xxx11  shalbe  levyd  and  paid  emong  the  parishons  for  such  costs  as 
shalbe  made  now  at  London  to  make  sure  all  soch  graunts  as  our 
suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng,  of  hys  good  grace,  hath  made  to  thys 
Cite,  and  also  for  the  charge  of  the  play  late  playd  afore  our  said 
suffreyn  lord  the  Kyng. 

And  owyr  thys  it  was  agreid  that  Maister  Wrangwysh, 
Maister  Tong,  and  Maister  Amyas,  shall  ryde  to  the  Kyngs  good 
grace  to  Pomfrete,  to  spek  with  hys  gude  grace  for  the  graunts 
made  be  hys  said  grace  to  the  Cite. 

fo.  104.  Grant  of  money  to  the  Mayor  to  help  to  pay  for 

two  dinners. 

3  October  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  and  15  others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid,  for  as  moch  as  my  lord  the  Mair, 
by  the  assent  of  the  counsell  of  this  Cite,  had  iiij  bishops,  thre 
barons,  the  Cheff  Justice  of  Yngland,  with  odir  diwyrs,  as  wel 
jugs,  sargaunts,  knyghts,  lernyd  men,  esquiers,  and  odir  of  the 
Kings  Counsell,  at  ij  dyners  with  hym,  to  hys  greate  charge  and 
cost,  that  my  sayd  lord  the  Mair  shall  have  toward  hys  said  great 
cost  and  charge  x  marcs,  the  v/ich  Thomas  Knowls  payd  for  hys 
discharge  of  all  maner  of  offencez  in  thys  Cite. 

Book  V.1 

fo.  1.  Letter  from  the  King  :  asks  for  help  against  the 

Duke  of  Buckingham. 

13  October  1483. 

Mem.  that  the  xiij th  day  of  the  moneth  of  Octobir,  in  the 
furst  yere  of  the  reing  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd,  John  Otyr, 
yoman  of  the  Crown,  broght  a  lettyr  to  my  lord  the  Mair,  Aider- 
men,  Shireffs,  and  commonalte  of  thys  cite  of  York,  the  tenour 
of  the  wich  insuyth  : 

By  the  King. 

Trusty  and  ryght  welbelowed,  we  grete  you  wele,  and  lete 
you  wite  that  the  due  of  Bukingham  traiterously  is  turned  upon  us 
contrary  to  the  duete  of  hys  ligeance,  and  entendeth  the  utter 
distruccion  of  us,  you  all,  and  all  other  oure  true  subgietts  that 
have  taken  our  part,  whos  trait erous  entent  we  with  godds  grace 
entende  briefly  to  resist  and  subdue.  We  desir  and  pray  you  in 
our  hertly  wise  that  ye  woll  send  un  to  us  as  many  men  defensibley 
arraied  on  horsbak  as  ye  may  godely  make  to  our  toune  of  Leicestre, 
the  xxj  day  of  this  present  moneth,  with  outen  faile,  as  ye  tendre 

1  House  Book  No.  5  consists  of  only  48  folios;  it  contains  many  formal 
legal  documents,  but  only  two  records  of  Council  Meetings.  Its  contents 
date  between  1483  and  1489. 
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our  honnour  and  your  owne  wele;  and  we  shall  so  see  to  you  for 
your  reward  and  chargs  as  ye  shall  hold  you  wele  content,  giving 
ferther  credence  to  our  trusty  servaunt  this  berer.  Yeven  under 
our  signet  at  our  Cite  of  Lincoln,  the  xj  daie  of  Octobre. 

To  our  trusty  and  right  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Aldermen, 
Shireffs,  and  Commonalte  of  our  cite  of  York. 

fo.  105.  The  soldiers  to  be  sent  to  the  King. 

13  October  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  23  others. 

At  thvs  day  John  Oter  broght  a  lettyr  from  our  sufferayn 
lord  the  Kyng,  the  tenour  wherof  is,  that  the  Deuc  of  Bukyngham 
traitorely,  contrary  to  hys  legiaunce,  is  turnyd  ayanst  our  said 
lord  the  Kyng,  wherfor  our  said  suffereyn  lord,  by  hys  said  writyng 
wills  my  lord  the  Mair  and  hys  bredir  and  the  comunalte,  that  with 
as  mayny  persons  on  horsbak  defensably  arayd  as  tha  may  gudly 
make,  shalbe  with  hys  said  gude  grace  at  Lacestre,  the  xxj  day  of 
thys  present  moneth;  wher  apon,  at  thys  day  it  was  agreid  by  all 
above  writtyn  that  ther  shalbe  as  many  persons  send  up  at  thys 
season,  at  the  costs  of  the  parishons,  as  was  at  the  last  season, 
and  that  Thomas  Wrangwysh  Alderman,  shalbe  capteyn,  and  that 
tha  shall  have  in  thar  pursis,  for  the  waghys  of  xx  days,  and  over 
thys,  that  Richard  Marston  and  William  White  shalbe  as  capitens 
with  the  said  maister  Wrangwysh. 

fo.  108b.  Wages  of  the  Captain  and  Standard  bearer. 

16  October  1  Richard  III  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor  and  14  others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  the  captayn  shall  have  in  hys 
purs,  to  be  deliwyrd  to  hym  by  the  chamberleyns,  for  the  wiage 
that  now  is  to  be  made  to  the  Kings  gude  grace  xx11.  And  owyr 
this  it  is  agreid,  that  the  standard  berer  shall  have  for  hys  labour, 
of  the  beryng  of  the  standard,  xx8 

Book  V.  fo.  lb.  Royal  Proclamation  to  be  read. 

Mem.  that  the  xvjth  day  of  the  moneth  of  Octobre  in  the 
furst  yer  of  the  reing  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd  a  prive  seall  was 
direct  to  my  lord  the  Mair,  my  maisterz  hys  bredir  and  the  Sheryfs 
of  this  Cite,  the  tenour  wherof  insuyth. 

By  the  King. 

Trusty  and  welbelowyd  we  grete  you  wele,  and  woll  and 
straytley  charge  you  that  in  all  suche  placez  within  oure  Cite  of 
York  as  to  you  shalbe  thought  most  expedient,  ye  do  make  open 
and  solempne  proclamacions  in  forme  folowing — For  asmoche  as 
the  King,  our  soverayn  lord  Richard  the  third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  England  and  of  Fraunce  and  lord  of  Irland,  understandeth 
for  certan  that  the  Due  of  Bukingham  traitoursly  is  turned  upon 
hym  contrane  the  duetie  of  hys  liegeaunce  and  intendeth  the  utter 
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distruccion  of  our  said  soverayn  lord,  the  subversion  of  hys  Reyume 
and  th’utter  disheriting  of  all  hys  true  liege  peple,  oure  said 
soverayn  lord  therfore  considering  the  wele  and  suerte  of  hys 
roiall  persone,  the  tranquillite  and  peas  of  hys  said  Roy  me  and 
subgetts,  taketh  and  reputeth  the  said  Due  as  hys  rebell  and 
traitour,  and  chargeth  and  commaundeth  all  hys  true  subiegetts 
so  to  take  hym.  Also  our  said  soverayn  lord  chargeth,  and  upon 
peyne  of  deth  commaundeth  that  no  maner  person,  of  what  astate, 
degre  or  condicion  he  be,  at  the  commaundment  or  desire  of  the 
said  Due,  or  any  other  in  hys  name,  arreise,  assemble  or  make  any 
maner  comocion  otherwyse  than  accordeth  with  our  said  soverayn 
lord  lawes  and  peas,  but  that  they  and  every  of  them  be  redy  to 
attende  upon  our  said  soverayn  lord,  or  suche  as  he  shall  comaunde 
them,  for  the  repressyng  and  subduyng  of  the  traitourous  entent 
and  purpos  of  the  said  Due.  And  over  thys  oure  said  soverayn 
lord  straitly  chargeth  and  commaundeth  that  no  maner  persone 
whatsoever  he  be  in  any  wise  attempt  or  presume  to  robbe,  spoill 
or  hurt  any  of  the  tenaunts,  officers  or  other  persons  belonging  to 
the  said  Due,  his  rebell  and  traitour,  so  that  they  reise  not  ne  make 
{fo.  2)  commocion  or  assembles  of  hys  subgetts  ayenst  his  peas.  And 
if  the  said  Duks  tenaunts,  officers  or  other  do,  then  thy  to  be  taken 
as  the  Kings  ennemys  and  trait  ours.  Not  failling  in  publisshyng 
thys  our  commaundement  as  our  singuler  trust  is  in  you.  Yeven 
under  our  prive  seale  at  our  Cite  of  Lincolne,  the  xv  day  of  Octobre 
the  first  yere  of  oure  reigne. 

Wher  upon  the  said  xvjth  day  of  Octobre  my  said  lord  the 
Mair  and  my  said  maisters  hys  bredir,  the  Aldermen  and  the 
Sheryffs  made  proclamacion  in  diwyrs  placs  of  the  said  Cite 
acordyng  to  the  said  commaundement. 

fo.  109b.  M.P.s  chosen.  Soldiers  wages. 

23  October  1  Richard  iij  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor  &  17  others. 

At  thys  day  by  all  above  writyn  Ricardus  York  and  Thomas 
Wrangwysh,  Aldermen,  were  chosyn  to  be  as  citizins  of  the 
parlement  for  thys  Cite  at  the  parlement  now  to  be  holdyn. 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid  that  the  constabils  of  soch 
parishons  as  is  behynd  and  lakys  of  thar  nowmbyr  of  sochers,  shall 
bryng  in  to  the  Chambir  the  wages  of  as  many  men  as  tha  be 
behynd  of. 

fo.  107  Soldiers  Wages. 

6  November  1  Richard  iij  (1483).  Present — John  Neuton, 
Mayor  &  13  others. 

At  the  wich  day  it  was  agreid  that  all  soch  money  as  is 
behynd  of  the  parishons  shalbe  broght  in  by  the  constabils  that 
it  may  be  sent  furth  to  the  soghers,  and  els  the  constabils  to  be 
sett  in  prison  ther  to  abyd  to  soch  tym  as  it  be  content  and  paid. 
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fo.  108b.  Rewards  for  Service. 

11  December  1  Richard  iij  (1483).  Present — John  Newton, 

Mayor  &  17  others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  Sir  Henry  Hudson  shall 
have  for  hys  labor  abowt  the  syght  of  the  shew  made  to  our 
sowereyn  lord  the  Kyng,  xls;  and  over  thys  it  was  agreid  that  for 
the  grete  labour  Maister  Wrangwysh,  Richard  Marston  and 
William  White  have  had  in  the  yorney  late  made  with  our  sov- 
ereyn  lord  the  Kyng,  that  the  said  Maister  Wrangwysh  shall  have 
for  hys  labour  lxiiij8  viijd  and  adir  of  the  said  Richard  and  William 

XXXs. 

fo.  109.  Horsebread. 

1483.  Present — John  Newton,  Mayor  &  11  others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  in  as  moch  as  the  baxters  of 
thys  Cite  have  offendyd  in  the  weght  of  ther  horsbreid,1  it  is 
agreid  for  the  said  offens,  and  also  for  the  ees  that  tha  may  have 
her  aftyr,  an  ordenans  at  from  hensforth  the  baxters  of  thys  Cite 
shall  as  long  as  the  price  of  beyns  ben  at  iiij 8  and  undyr,  tha  shall 
sell  fowr  horseloyfs  for  jd,  and  that  every  horslofe  shall  wey  thre 
pounds,  and  yf  the  price  of  beyns  be  above  iiij8,  that  than  tha  shall 
sell  thre  horsloffs  for  jd,  and  that  every  horslofe  shall  wey  thre 
pownd  ;  thys  ordinaunce  to  indure  for  a  yere  next  insuyng,  and 
aftir  that  be  at  the  will  of  the  Mair  of  the  Cite  for  the  tym  beyng, 
for  the  wich  ordinaunce  to  be  made  and  the  said  offens  the  said 
baxters  shall  pay  to  the  behove  of  the  Chambyr  xl8. 


Book  V.  fo.  3b.  Alleged  slander. 

16  December  1483. 

Mem.  that  the  xvjth  day  of  the  moneth  of  Decembir  in  the 
furst  yere  of  the  reing  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd,  Thomas  Wrang¬ 
wysh,  Alderman,  Richard  Marston  and  William  White  of  the 
xxiiij  and  of  the  Counsell  of  the  Cite  of  York,  Johannes  Barker, 
taillour,  Robert  Nyghtyngale,  Hugo  North,  Ricardus  Wodburn, 
Robert  Baytman,  Stephanus  Hoghson,  Johannes  Grindrord  and 
Thomas  Nelson,  smyth,  come  afore  my  lord  the  Mair  in  to  the 

Counsell  Chamber  of  Owsebrygh  and  testifid . where  it  was 

nosyd,  and  by  ewyll  persons  wykydly  disposid,  sayd  that  John 
Key,  cordwener,  shold  be  a  theyf  and  stele  a  hors  in  the  yorney 
now  late  made  with  our  sovereyn  lord  the  Kyng  to  Saylsbery, 
all  the  said  person  z  whos  namys  beyn  above  wry  tty  n,  the  wich 
were  soghers  in  the  said  yorney,  that  the  said  John  Key  was  of 
good  disposicion  and  trewly  delt  in  the  said  yorney,  and  that 
the  hors  that  the  said  John  Key  had  was  the  hors  of  one  of  the 
servaunts  of  Cheney,  the  wich  is  tratour  un  to  the  Kyng,  and  that 

1  Horse  bread,  made  of  peas  and  beans.  See  York  Memorandum  Book, 
vol.  1,  pp.  43  and  170.  The  latter  entry  gives  the  price  of  horsebread  in  1482. 
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the  said  hors  was  taykyn  upon  Cheneys  grownd  for  as  moch  as 
he  that  awght  the  said  hors  was  tratour  un  to  the  King. 

fo.  109b.  Parliament.  Payment  for  a  Horse. 

16  January  1  Richard  III  (1483-4).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder  &  15  others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  Richard  York  and  Thomas 
Wrangwysh  shalbe  at  the  parlement  for  thys  Cite  as  citizins  of  this 
Cite  ;  and  at  Maister  Mils  Meitcalff  the  Recorder  shall  have  for 
soch  labour  as  he  shall  make  at  the  parlement  shall  have  every 
day  sittyng  thys  parlement  iiijs. 

It  was  agreid  that  for  asmoch  as  when  my  lord  the  Mair  and 
my  maisters  hys  bredir  rod  to  my  lord  the  Prince  to  Midlam 
with  a  present,  thar  cuke  rod  a  pon  a  hors  the  wich  hors 
dyd  in  the  yorne,  that  the  said  cuke  toward  the  los  of  the  said  hors 
shall  have  of  the  commune  guds  of  the  Cite  xiij 8  iiijd 

fo.  110.  Four  Chamberlains. 

23  Januay  1  Richard  III  (1483-4).  Present — John  Newton, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  5  of  the 
xxiv. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  the  day  of  the  eleccion,  ther 
shalbe  iiij  Chamberleyns  for  the  yer  next  insuying  to  bere  soch 
great  chargez  as  is  to  be  born  in  thys  Cite. 

fo.  112.  Honour  for  the  Mayor  returning  from  Parliament. 

Unseemly  language. 

20  February  1  Richard  III  (1483-4).  Present — John  Marshall, 
locum  tenens,  4  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  xxiijj. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid,  that  in  asmoch  as  Maister  Wrang- 
wys  is  at  the  parlement  at  London,  and  is  elect  Mair  of  thys  Cite 
for  the  yere  insuyng,  and  stands  as  zit  unsworn,  that  the  sword 
berer  with  the  sword  and  the  mais,  and  all  the  sargaunts  with  thar 
maisis,  shall  atend  apon  my  sayd  lord  the  Mair  at  hys  cumyng 
home  at  Tadcastyr  bryg  and  bryng  hym  horn  with  the  mais  and 
the  sword  afore  hym. 

And  so  the  swerd  and  meyce  met  hym  at  Tadcastre,  bot  he 
wald  not  let  theym  be  born  to  fore  in  so  myche  as  he  was  unsworn. 

And  for  as  moch  as  Maister  Newton  in  the  tym  of  hys  mairalte 
sent  for  Richard  Wedyrby  odyr  wys  cald  Richard  Gaskwyn,  for 
diverse  thyngs  that  it  was  reportid  to  my  said  maister  Newton 
that  the  said  Richard  shold  say  unsytyng  langage  upon  hym. 
Wher  apon  in  as  moch  as  ye  said  Richard  cannot  cum  to  hym  the 
said  Maister  Newton  discharged  hym  of  hys  fraunches.  Wher  apon 
the  said  Richard  was  sent  fore  at  thys  day  in  to  the  Counsell 
Chambyr  and  upon  hys  kne  knellyng  sumytit  hym,  besekyng  my 
maisters  all  to  be  hys  gude  maisters  and  than  and  ther  excusid  hym 
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of  hys  not  cumyng  to  my  said  Maister  Newton  then  beying  Mair. 
Herapon  the  said  Richard  was  comandyd  to  go  to  my  said 

Maister  Newton  and  to  besek  hym  to  be  hys  gud  maister . 

and  ther  apon  to  be  restoryd  agayn  to  hys  fraunchys. 

Book  V./o.  11.  Reception  of  the  Mayor  on  his  return  from 

Parliament. 

26  February  1483-4. 

Mem.  that  the  Thursday  next  aftir  the  test  of  Sant  Mathie 
in  the  yere  afore  sayd,  that  is  to  say,  the  xxvj  day  of  the  moneth  of 
Februare,  in  the  yere  above  writtyn,  my  said  lord  the  Mair  com  to 
thys  Cite  of  York  from  the  parlement  of  our  said  sovereyn  lord  the 
King.  At  the  wich  day  Robert  Amyas,  Alderman,  the  common 
Clerk,  the  Swrdberer,  and  all  the  serj aunts  and  officours  of  my 
sayd  lord  the  Mair  attendyd  uppon  hym  at  Tadcastyr  and  broght 
hym  to  the  Cite,  afore  he  had  taykyn  hys  oth  and  the  Swrd  and  the 
Mais  berer  afore  hym,  and  by  the  way  diwyrs  of  the  xxiiij  and  many 
odyr  of  the  most  onest  communers  mett  hym  on  horsbak  by  the 
way,  and  broght  hym  worshipfully  horn  to  hys  awn  place.  And 
of  the  morn  aftir,  that  is  to  say,  the  fryday  the  xxvij  day  of  the 
said  moneth,  he  take  hys  oth  of  Mairalte  at  the  Commun  Hall  afore 
all  the  Communs  of  the  sayd  Cite. 

Book  V.  lib.  Return  of  Richard  York  from  Parliament. 

Mem.  that  the  fryday  the  xixth  day  of  Februar,  in  the  furst 
yere  of  the  reing  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd,  the  parlement  of  the 
said  King  was  fynishid,  and  Maister  York  was  still  at  London  aftir 
the  said  parlement  fynyshed  to  the  Fryday  then  next  folluyng, 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  xxvjth  day  of  March,  the  wich  day  he  tuk 
hys  yorney  homward  and  com  home  the  after  wedynsday. 

fo.  113b.  Fines  for  non-attendance,  and  being  late  at  Council. 

27  Februay  1  Richard  III  (1483-4).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish  Mayor  &  21  others. 

It  was  agreid  that  from  hens  forward  that  yf  my  maisters 
of  the  Counsell  be  warned  to  cum  at  ony  tym  to  the  Counsell  and 
cannot,  that  he  that  cumys  not  shall  forfait  and  pay  for  eviry 
tym  that  he  maks  defaut  iiijd,  and  he  that  cumys  late  aftir  the  owr 
be  apoynd,  and  aftir  a  glas  run  is  set  upp  that  shalbe  ordenyd 
therfor  shall  pay  ijd.  And  thys  ordinaunce  to  stand  for  ewyr  and 
that  Mair  that  will  not  from  hens  forward  execut  thys  ordinaunce 
xl8  to  be  restrenyd  of  hys  fee. 

Book  V.  fo .  16.  Delivery  of  Fish. 

12  March  1483-4. 

Mem.  that  the  xijth  day  of  March  in  the  furst  yere  of  the  reing 
of  King  Richard  the  furst,  Robert  Cowper  of  Cawodd,  laborer,  and 
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Johannes  Lampwort  of  Cawod  aforsaid,  com  afore  Thomas  Wrang- 
wys,  then  beyng  Mair,  in  to  the  Counsell  Chambre,  and  swore  of 
ther  awne  fre  will  apon  a  boke  that  tha  deliwyrd  to  Richard 
Rawlyn,  and  John  Barker,  taillour,  her  at  York  at  the  Salthole1 
iiijxx  xj  maysn  of  rede  heryng,  the  wich  iiijxx  xj  maysn,2  the  said 
Robert  and  John  Lamport  rescewyd  at  Cawod  of  a  kele  of  William 
Handcok. 

fo.  115.  The  King  asks  for  some  common  land  near  York. 

Apprentices. 

17  March  1  Richard  III  (1483-4).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwyshh,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij,  2 
Sheriffs,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

At  the  wich  day  the  lettyr  of  our  sovereyn  lord  the  Kyng, 
by  the  wich  our  said  sovereyn  desyrd  to  have  a  close  belong  to 
the  ospitall  of  Saint  Nicholes,3  the  wich  is  common  from  the  fest 
of  Saint  Michell  to  Candellmes,  to  have  it  closid  and  severall  to 
the  behove  of  the  said  ospitall,  the  wich  wrytyng  it  was  agreid  for 
the  plesour  of  the  King  he  shall  have  hys  desir  if  the  communs 
will  agre  to  the  same. 

And  owyr  thys  it  is  agreid  whow  be  it  that  it  is  ordeynd  that 
no  prentes  shall  have  avantage  of  the  ordinance  late  made  in  the 
tym  of  Maister  York,  bot  yf  he  cum  in  within  the  tym  of  hys 
prenteshod,  and  pay  iij8  acordyng  to  the  said  ordinaunce,  and  odyr 
iij8  within  viij  weks  next  aftir  he  cum  owt  of  hys  prenteshode,  that 
for  diwyrs  consederacons  at  this  day  it  is  ordenid  that  that  prentes 
that  trewly  has  served  hys  terme  of  prenteshod,  yf  he  will  at  ony 
tyme  aftir  he  be  owt  of  hys  prentyshod  pay  the  vj8  to  the  wele  of 
the  communalte. .  .  .that  for  the  same  vj8  he  shalbe  fre. 

Book  V.  fo.  17b.  The  Chamberlains  and  their  Accounts. 

17  March  1483-4. 

Mem.  that  the  xvijth  day  of  the  moneth  of  March,  in 
the  furst  yere  of  the  reing  of  King  Richard  the  thyrd,  in 
the  counsell  chamber  at  the  Commun  Hall  of  the  said  Cite, 
it  was  ordenyd  by  Thomas  Wrangwysh  then  beyng  Mair  of 
the  said  (Cite),  Milo  Metcalf,  Recorder  (7  Aldermen,  2  Sheriffs, 
13  of  the  xxiv)  that  John  Beisby,  William  Hancok,  Robert 
Johnson  and  Henry  Albone,  Chamber  lay  ns  of  thys  Cite  for 
thys  yere,  shall  content  and  pay  to  John  Beverlay,  Thomas 
Foulneby  and  John  Shaw,  late  Chamberlayns  of  thys  Cite,  at  the 
fest  of  the  Invencion  of  the  Holy  Cros  callid  Saint  Elynday  next 
cumyng,  eght  skor  pound  of  lawfull  ynglish  money,  as  parcell  of 

1  The  Salthole.  One  of  the  arches  of  Ouse  Bridge  was  so  called.  See 
Davies  :  Walks  through  the  City  of  York,  p.  204. 

*  maysn. 

3  St.  Nicholas  Hospital.  One  of  the  four  ancient  Leper  Hospitals  outside 
the  walls  of  York.  It  was  situate  on  the  Hull  Road. 
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the  somm  that  is  dew  to  the  said  late  Chamberlayns  for  soch  pay¬ 
ments  as  tha  maide  for  the  wele  of  the  communaltie  of  this  Cite 
in  the  yere  that  tha  wer  Chamberlayns  of  this  Cite,  and  the  said 
viijxxli.  so  paid,  that  the  resedew  of  the  said  somm  that  is  awyng  to 
tham  for  the  said  caus  shabe  paid  by  the  said  Chamberlayns  now 
beyng  to  the  said  John  Beverlay,  Thomas  Foulneby  and  John  Shaw, 
late  Chamberlayns  at  two  fest,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  fest  of  the 
Advincul,  calid  Lammes,  and  at  the  fest  of  Kyrstymes  next  cumyng, 
by  evyn  porcions  (fo.  18) .  And  owyr  thys  tha  ordenyd  the  said  day, 
fermely  to  be  kept,  that  from  hens  forwerd  every  yere,  from  yere  to 
yere,  the  Chamberlayns  that  ben  and  shalbe  of  new  chosen  Chamber¬ 
layns,  shall  content  and  pay  to  the  Chamberlayns  that  next  wer 
afore  tham,  of  all  soch  debbts  as  is  and  shalbe  dewe  to  tham  for 
soch  thyngs  as  tha  have  lad  or  shall  lay  down  for  the  wele  of  thys 
(cite)  in  the  tym  that  tha  wer  Chamberlayns,  in  the  maner  and 
furm  insuyng,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  holl  somm  shalbe  devyd  in 
thre,  and  payd  yerely  by  the  new  Chamberlayns  to  the  old  Chamber¬ 
layns  at  the  fests  of  the  Invencion  of  the  Holy  Cros,  callid  Sant 
Elyn  day,  at  the  fest  of  Saint  Petir,  callyd  Lamnes  day.  at  the  fest 
of  Kyrstynmes  next  aftir  the  old  Chamberlayns  be  dischardyd,  by 
evyn  porcion,  upon  the  payn  of  x11  so  oft  tyme  to  be  forfait  by  hym 
from  hens  forwerd  duyng  the  contrary  to  thys  ordinance,  as  com- 
playnt  shalbe  made  thar  of  to  the  Mair  for  the  tym  beyng,  the 
said  x11  to  be  apleid  to  the  use  and  behove  of  the  communalte  of 
thys  Cite. 

fo.  116.  Canvas  for  the  Guildhall.  Unseemly  language. 

27  March  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrang- 
wysh  Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  Edmund  Thwats  shall  be 
admittid  to  be  of  Counsell  with  thys  Cite  and  have  soch  fee  as  hys 
fadir  had  afor  hym,  that  is  to  say  xxs  yerly. 

Also  it  is  agreid  that  Thomas  Gray,  Maister  of  Saint  Chris¬ 
topher  Gy  Id,  shall  have  the  the  Canves  that  lys  in  the  chambir, 
that  remaynyd  of  the  Shew  made  late  to  the  King  to  make 
hallyngs1  of  in  the  Commun  Hall,  to  be  stend  and  payntid  of  the 
cost  of  the  Maistir  of  the  gyld. 

And  for  asmoch  as  Mils  Grenbank,  late  at  London  to  Sir 
Thomas  Hambald,  had  unsyttyng  langage  of  Maister  Newton  then 
beyng  Mair  of  thys  washipfull  Cite,  calyng  hym  fals  harlett  and 
odyr  unsittyng  langage,  that  the  said  Mils,  in  the  Counsell  chambyr, 
afore  my  lord  the  Mare  and  hys  worshipfull  bredir,  shall  besek  my 
said  Maister  Newton  to  forgyfe  hym,  and  to  besech  hym  to  be  hys 
gud  maister;  and  owir  thys  it  is  agreid  that  in  asmoch  as  the  said 
Mils  rod  to  London,  and  labord  ther  ayanst  the  commun  wele  of 
thys  Cite,  an  putt  this  Cite  to  grete  charge  and  cost,  that  he  and 
Thomas  Peirson  his  brodir,  ther  for  and  for  odir  offences  that  he 
1  hallyngs  ;  hangings  ;  tapestry  or  painted  cloth  for  the  walls. 
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haith  done,  shall  forfait  and  pay  to  the  communwele  of  thys  Cite 
v  marcs.  Wher  uppon  the  said  Mils,  the  said  day,  afore  the  holl 
Counsell  askyd  the  said  maister  Newton  forgevenes  and  besoght 
hym  to  be  hys  gude  maister,  and  ther  uppon  at  the  ( fo .  116b) 
instaunce  of  my  lord  the  Mair  and  my  maisters  hys  bredir,  the  said 
Maister  Newton  forgave  the  said  Mils. 

And  over  thys  it  was  ordenyd  that  yf  ony  fraunchid  man  be 
rebill  from  hensforward  to  hys  Mair,  and  say  ony  unsittyng  or 
unconvenient  langage  of  the  Mair,  or  to  or  of  ony  of  the  Aldermen, 
or  to  or  of  the  xxiiij,  that  now  ben  or  shalbe  in  tym  cumyng,  or 
discowyr  the  counsill  of  the  Mair  and  hys  bredir,  or  telys  ony 
thyng  that  is  said  in  the  Counsell  in  odir  placez  owt  of  the  Counsell, 
shall  forfait  and  pay  x11  to  the  commun  wele  of  thys  Cite  ;  and 
owyr  thys  he  that  discowyrs  the  said  counsell  shall  newyr  aftir 
be  of  the  said  Counsell  ne  cum  in  to  the  Counsell  chambyr. 


fo.  117.  Two  sick  Aldermen. 

2  April  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwysh, 
Mayor  and  7  others. 

For  as  moch  as  the  ryght  worshipfull  Sir,  Maister  Marshall  is 
greatly  disesid  with  seknes  so  that  he  may  not  cum  to  the  Counsell 
as  he  was  wont  to  doo,  at  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  said 
Maister  Marshall  shalbe  communed  with,  to  se  what  it  hym  pleas 
to  gyff  to  the  commun  wele  of  hys  fre  will ;  and  in  lyke  wys  it  was 
agreid  in  as  moch  as  Maister  Gylyot  is  disesid  and  impotent,  so 
that  he  may  not  cum  to  the  Counsell,  that  Maister  Amyas  shall 
commun  with  hym  of  hys  pleasour  what  he  will  gyfe  for  hys  dis¬ 
charge.1 


fo.  118.  The  goods  of  the  servant  of  Bell,  the  miller,  late  hanged. 

26  April  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrang¬ 
wysh,  Mayor  &  19  others. 

It  was  gevyn  in  commaundment  by  my  lord  the  Mair  in  the 
Counsell  Chambyr  by  the  advys  of  all  my  maisters,  hys  bredir,  to 
Myls  Greynbank  to  bryng  in  and  deliwyr  in  to  the  Chamberleyns 
hands,  xs  rescewyd  of  the  escheit  of  the  guds  of  the  servant  of  Bell 
the  mylner,  late  hangid,  bytwyx  thys  and  Wedynsda}^  next 
cummyng  at  the  nyght,  a  pon  the  payn  of  xls,  and  he  to  clos  in 
hys  shop  wyndew  and  not  to  occupy  to  soch  tym  as  he  have  payd 
the  said  xls. 

It  is  agreid  that  Freyr  Bewyk  shall  have  the  burdys  that 
ar  in  the  Counsell  Chambir  at  the  Commun  Hall,  to  make  with  a 
closit  in  the  Freyrs. 

1  At  a  meeting  on  April  9,  Marshall  and  Gilliot  were  discharged  from 
their  aldermanship. 
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Book  V.  fo.  24.  The  Pageant  of  the  Coronation  of  our  Lady. 

27  April  1484. 

Mem  that  the  xxviijth  day  of  the  moneth  of  Aprill  in  the 
furst  yere  of  the  reing  of  Kyng  Richerd  the  thyrd,  William 
Robynson,  innholder,  Robert  Shirley,  glasier  and  innholder, 
Andrew  Blyth,  wever,  and  Adam  Siggeswick,  barbour,  come  a  fore 
Thomas  Wrangwysh,  then  beyng  Mair  of  thys  Cite  of  York,  and 
by  the  assent  of  all  the  Innholders1  of  thys  said  cite  tuke  apon 
them  to  bryng  furth  yerly  duryng  the  term  of  viij  yere  then  next 
filluyng,  the  Pageant  of  the  coronacion  of  our  lady,  pertenyng  to 
the  said  Inholders,  and  also  to  reparell  the  said  Paghant,  so  that 
they  that  holds  inys  and  haith  no  syns,  pay  as  wele  an  asmoch 
yerly  to  the  reparacion  of  the  said  Pagent,  and  brynging  furth  of 
the  same,  as  the  said  Inholders  that  haith  syns  doyth,  that  is  to  say, 
every  of  tham  by  the  yere  iiijd,  and  that  also  every  person  that 
gyrsys2  horsy s  of  strangers  that  commys  to  thys  Cite,  pay  in 
lykwys  every  yere  iiijd  for  bryngyng  furth  of  the  said  Pagiant,  and 
that  also  the  said  W.  Robinson,  Robert  Shirley  and  Andrew 
Blyth  have  yerety  of  the  Chambyr  of  thys  Cite,  duryng  the  said 
viij  yere,  for  bryng  furth  of  the  said  Pagiant  accordyng  to  the 
ordinaunce  ther  of  maid,  that  is  to  say,  yerly  ij8. 

fo.  1186.  The  Keeper  of  the  York  ordnance. 

29  April  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwysh, 
Mair,  9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  11  of  the  xxiv. 

At  thys  day  the  indenter  by  the  wich  John  C . 3  haith 

the  fee  of  xxs  and  iij  yerds  of  cloith  for  the  gydyng  and  kepyng  of 
the  gunys,  the  gun  chambyrs,  gunpowdyr,  and  odir  artilion  of 
were,  and  for  as  moch  as  the  said  John  haith  not  doon  hys  cov¬ 
enant  accordyng  to  the  said  indenter,  that  thys  rnatir  shalbe 
shewid  to  the  Communs;  the  wich  so  the  same  day  was  red  opunly 
afor  all  the  Communs,  and  by  all  the  Commons  it  was  agreid,  in 
asmoch  as  the  said  John  as  not  kept  the  said  ordiunce  bot,  suffird 
them  to  rust  and  be  lost,  that  he  shall  forfait  and  lees  hys  said  fee. 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid  that  John  Tong  and  John  Fereby, 
Aldermen,  shall  commun  with  my  lord  the  Dean  for  the  matir  by- 
twyx  his  servant  and  Brygham  the  shomaker. 


fo.  119.  The  King’s  Fishgarth  at  Goldale.  A  fee  to  be  paid 

to  the  clerk  of  the  King’s  Council. 

19  Mai  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwysh 
and . others. 

At  thys  day  it  was  agreid  that  my  lord  the  Mair,  and  my 
maisterz  hys  bredir  shall  go  to  the  Kings  gude  grace  to  besek 

1  The  Innholders.  In  Roger  de  Burtons  list,  1415,  "  The  Hostilers,” 
see  L.  Toulmin  Smith,  English  Guilds,  p.  xlii. 

2  Gyrsys  :  grazes,  puts  to  grass.  N.E.D. 

3  Illegible. 
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hys  said  grace  that  hys  fyshgarth  late  sett  upp,  calyd  the  Gowdale 
Garth,  the  wich  yf  it  shold  stand  shold  be  exampill  to  all  odyr 
to  sett  upp  fyshgarths,  myght  be  cast  down  ;  and  that  Thomas 
Asper  shall  have  the  langage. 

And  owyr  thys  it  was  agreid  that  in  as  moch  as  tha  thoght 
it  for  duvyrs  consederacions  necessary  to  grant  a  fee  to  Maister 
Harryngton,  clerk  of  the  Counsell  of  our  said  sovereyn  lord  the 
Kyng,  that  he  shall  be  of  fee  with  the  Cite,  and  have  xx8  yerly. 

And  that  Maister  Kendale  shall  have  for  hys  gud  will  at  all 
tyms  shewyn  to  this  cite,  have  a  reward  of  a  gown  cloth  or  a 
namblyng  hors 

And  over  thys  it  was  agreid  that  labour  shalbe  made  to  the 
Kyngs  gude  grace  for  a  new  commission  for  fysshgarths. 

fo.  119b.  Price  of  Ale. 

1st  June  1  Richard  III  (1484). 

At  thys  day  it  was  ordenyd  that  typlers  that  sells  ayll  shall 
sell  a  wyn  quart  pott  of  ale  for  ob.,  and  that  tha  shall  sell  none 
from  thys  day  forward  but  by  potts  seld,1  upon  the  payn  of  xijd 
to  be  forfaite  by  tham  doyng  the  contrary  as  oft  syth  as  tha  doo 
the  contrary,  and  that  tha  shall  sell  owt  of  the  hows  a  thyrd  pairt 
for  ob  upon  the  payn  abovesaid. 

Mem.  that  Thomas  Scotton  and  John  Harper  thys  day 
depairted  owt  of  the  Counsell  with  owt  lysens.2 

fo.  120.  The  Nomination  of  a  new  Common  Clerk. 

24  June  1  Richard  III  (1484).  Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mair, 
and  all  Aldermen  with  the  xxiiij  assembeled  in  the  counsell  chamber 
the  xxiiij  day  of  June. 

Yt  was  assented  and  agreed  that  the  said  Maire  should  shewe 
and  declair  unto  the  Kyngs  highness  yeff  his  grace  mowed  unto 
the  Maire  for  th’ellection  of  any  man  to  be  elect  into  thoffice  of 
the  Comon  Clerck  of  this  Citie  of  York  that  the  said  Maire  sail  shew 
unto  the  Kyngs  highnes  that  who  som  ever  by  his  grace  salbe 
named,  that  the  same  may  be  abydin  and  resident  upon  the  said 
office  for  the  common  weil  of  the  forsaid  Citie. 

fo.  123b.  The  Destruction  of  Fishgarths. 

20  July  2  Richard  III  (1484). 

The  condicon  of  this  obligacon  is  such  that  if  th’above  written 
W.  Baxter  thelder,  Alex.  Baxter,  W.  Baxter  ye  younger,  John 
Berlay  and  John  Cocker  and  every  of  them  within  viij  dayes  after 
the  date  herof  at  their  awne  propre  cost  and  expensez  pull  down 
and  utterly  destroy  and  prostraite  all  and  every  fishegarth  belong¬ 
ing  to  Sir  Robert  Dymmek,  Knyght,  or  to  every  other  persone  or 

1  Seld  :  sealed. 

2  These  were  members  of  the  xxiv. 


94 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

personce  dwelling  in  Berlay,  or  in  the  tenure  of  the  same,  or  eny 
of  them  sett  in  or  upon  Owse  ;  and  never  aftre  sett  up  nor  be  of 
councell,  assent  or  will  to  the  setting  up  of  the  same  nor  othere 
fishgarthez  in  or  upon  the  waters  of  Owse,  Eyer,  Dunn,  or  Derwent 
or  eny  of  them;  and  also  at  all  tymez  heraftre  socour  and  assist 
to  the  uttremost  of  their  power  the  Maire  and  Communaltie  of  the 
Citie  of  York  and  their  successours  and  all  othere  entending 
the  common  wele  of  the  said  Citie,  and  all  and  every  tyme  when 
thay  shalbe  required  to  pull  up  and  uttrely  destroy  all  the  fisshe- 
garthez  now  sett  up  or  hereaftre  to  be  sett  at  eny  tyme  in  or  upon 
eny  of  the  said  watres  ;  and  forthre  and  perfourme  such  ordinaunce, 
awarde  and  jugement  as  eny  iii  personez  of  the  Kyngs  honourable 
Councell  woll  or  shall  yeve  at  eny  tyme  heraftre  for  the  trespassez, 
offencez,  injuriez  and  damagez  which  thay  or  eny  of  thaym  hath 
doon  or  commytted  ayenst  the  said  Maire  and  Communaltie  in 
keping  up  the  fishgarthez  in  or  upon  eny  of  the  said  wattres  or 
otherwise,  then  this  obligacon  to  be  of  no  fore  ne  strength  and  els 
to  stonde  in  his  vertue  and  strength. 

Obligation  is  to  pay  xl11  to  the  Mayor  on  the  Feast  of  S* 
Peter  ad  Vincula  next  coming. 

fo.  124.  Ordinances. 

21  July  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Mem.  that  upon  a  lettre  from  the  Kyngs  hignesse  directed 
unto  the  Mair  and  his  brethre  at  his  comaundement  in  the  same, 
the  said  Maier  and  his  said  brethre  with  the  hole  Councell  of  the 
Chaumbre,  and  b}r  th’assent  and  consent  of  all  the  hole  Com¬ 
munaltie  of  this  Citie  ar  aggred  that  every  merchaunte  or  othere 
man  being  fre  man  of  this  Citie  that  bies  eny  lede  shall  mak  for 
every  ij  fodre  of  lede  by  hym  or  thaym  to  be  solde  oon  hole  cloth 
of  whit  or  other  colour  or  colours  upon  his  or  thair  awne  propre 
costs  within  the  said  Citie  and  fraunchiez  of  the  same  undre  the 
peyne  of  forfeture  for  every  fodre  of  lede  xxs,  the  oon  half  therof 
to  the  fynder,  and  the  othere  half  to  the  use  of  the  Citie,  and  that 
every  such  course  cloth  called  packyng  ware  shalbe  perfitfy  made 
in  length  and  breed,  that  is  to  saye,  xxviij  yerds  in  length  at  the 
leest,  and  in  breed  ij  yerds. 

And  also  that  every  wever  shall  take  no  lesse  stuff  of  yerne 
to  every  cloth  of  the  said  course  clothes  then  vj  dosen  weght  of 
yerne  at  the  leest  ;  and  as  for  othere  cuttyng  clothes  to  be  putt  into 
every  cloth  overe  this  at  the  will  of  the  awner,  so  that  the  said 
cuttyng  cloth  and  clothes  conteyne  in  and  kepe  in  length  xxiiij 
yerds  at  the  leest,  wett  and  shorne,  and  in  bred  ij  yerds  full. 

Also  it  is  aggreid  that  all  such  clothes  as  is  above  writen, 
keping  and  conteynyng  in  length  and  bred  as  above,  perfytly  made 
according  to  the  same,  shalbe  sealed  with  a  Seal  of  the  Citie 
perteynyng  to  the  Chaumbre. 
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And  over  that  it  is  aggreed  that  every  wever,  walker,  spynner, 
carder  and  kemster  that  lyves  by  eny  of  the  said  labours  shalbe 
duely  and  truely  content  and  paied  in  redy  money,  and  in  no  ware 
but  at  the  pleasere  of  the  pore  labourer  or  labourers,  and  if  eny 
of  the  said  merchauntez  or  clothmakers  be  founden  defectyve, 
herin,  he  or  thay  shall  forfete  for  every  ijd  iiijd,  oon  peny  therof 
to  the  pore  persone  compleynyng  hym  or  hir  unto  the  Maier  for 
the  tyme  being,  and  the  othre  to  the  use  of  the  Citie. 

Also  it  is  aggreed  that  every  spynnere  and  carder  shall 
receyve  for  a  spynnyng  pounde  ij  wax  poundes  and  a  quartron  of 
woll,  takyng  for  every  such  spynnyng  pounde  of  corse  wol  for 
(fo.  124b.)  packing  ware  ijd  in  redy  money  as  is  afore  reherced,  at 
the  leest.  and  for  every  pounde  spynnyng  of  woll  for  cuttyng  cloth 
as  the  awner  and  the  spynner  can  aggre. 

Also  it  was  ordeynd  and  aggreed  that  every  wever  shall 
delivere  to  every  persone  his  owe  stuff,  and  not  to  mell  nor  chaunge 
oon  stuff  of  yerne  with  an  othere,  upon  the  peyne  of  xls  as  oft 
tymes  as  he  or  thay  shalbe  founden  defectyve  herin  or  in  eny 
braunch  of  untrouth  belonging  to  the  said  wevers,  the  oon  half 
therof  to  the  Chaumbre  and  the  othere  half  to  the  use  and  profyte 
of  the  said  craft.  And  he  or  thay  that  shalbe  founden  defectyve 
shall  not  wirk  upon  his  occupacon  of  weving  unto  the  tyme  that 
the  said  xls  be  fully  paied  in  manere  and  fourme  above  writen  for 
the  furst  default.  And  if  eny  wever  within  this  Citie,  liberties  and 
precyncts  of  the  same,  offend  and  be  lawfully  proved  defectyve  and 
attaynted  by  two  tymes,  the  said  offendaunt  shall  paye  othere  xls 
in  the  manere  and  forme  above  writen,  and  lese  his  fraunches  for 
evermore,  and  never  aft  re  to  wirk  of  the  said  misteree  or  craft  for 
hymself  nor  with  noon  other  person  of  the  said  craft  within  the 
said  Citie,  liberties  and  precyncts  of  the  same. 

Also  it  is  ordeynd  by  thauctorite  above  said  that  noon  in- 
habitaunt,  citizin,  within  the  said  Citie  or  liberties  of  the  same 
shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made  eny  wollen  cloth  to  be  weved  or 
walked  in  eny  othere  place  or  places  without  this  Citie  and  libertiez 
of  the  same  undre  the  peyn  of  forfatur  of  the  same  cloth  or  clothez 
so  wroght — to  the  common  wele  of  the  Citie. 

And  also  it  is  ordeynd  by  the  said  auctoritee  that  every 
walker  shall  walk  the  said  cloth  and  clothez  sufficiently  thurghout 
the  said  cloth  and  clothes  so  that  thay  be  as  wele  walked  in  oon 
place  as  in  an  othere,  and  wroght  with  dede  handils  as  apperteyn- 
eth  ;  the  same  to  be  serched  with  iiij  true  honeste  persones  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  the  said  iiij  persones  to  be  chosen  by  the  Maire  for 
the  tyme  being  and  by  the  said  craft.  The  said  serchours  to  have 
sufficient  auctoritie  and  power  to  seise  and  present  the  said  cloth 
or  clothez  to  the  Maire  and  Chambrelaynes  for  the  tyme  being. 
And  if  eny  walker  inhabitaunt  within  this  said  Citie,  libertiez  and 
precyncts  of  the  same,  be  founden  defectyve  contrary  to  this 
ordinaunce  he  shall  for  the  furst  default  forfayte  xl®,  the  oon  half 
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thereof  to  the  common  use  of  this  Citie  and  the  othere  half  to  the 
craft.  And  if  eny  walker  be  founden  defectyve  eftsones  for  the 
secund  default,  to  seise  all  his  goods  and  never  aftre  to  be  suffred 
to  occupie  in  his  said  craft,  nowthre  with  hym  silf  ne  with  noon 
othere  personne  within  this  said  Citie  ne  the  libertiez  of  the  same. 
And  also  that  the  said  persones  lyincted  (licensed)  to  serche  the 
said  walkyng  shall  have  a  seale  or  token  that  all  and  every  cloth 
and  clothes  made  and  to  be  made  within  this  said  Citie  and  libertiez 
of  the  same  may  be  knowen  for  goods  and  sufficient  cloth  or  clothez. 
And  if  eny  foreyn  bring  cloth  into  this  Citie  to  sell  of  thair  ow 
making  that  thay  shall  lawfully  bye  and  sell  the  said  cloth  as  thair 
merchaunt  and  thay  can  aggre,  provided  alway  that  the  said 
cloth  or  clothez  be  not  named  ne  reputed  as  cloth  or  clothez  of 
this  Citie,  but  thay  to  have  a  difference  for  the  draperie  of  this 
Citie  evidently  to  be  knowen  as  wele  beyonde  the  See  as  on  this 
side  the  See. 

Also  it  is  ordeynd  by  thauctoritee  abovesaid  that  walkers, 
inhabitaunt  within  this  said  Citie,  libertiez  and  fraunchisez  of  the 
same,  shall  receyeve  no  cloth  from  the  weving  by  theym  to  be 
walked  of  no  lesse  stuff  then  vj  dozen  for  every  hole  cloth,  so  that  the 
said  walker  or  walkers  may  ( fo .  125)  sufficiently  make  therof,  walke 
and  delivere  to  the  wever  a  sufficient  hole  cloth  of  xxviij  yerds 
in  length  and  ij  yerds  of  breed,  unwett  and  unshorne,  according 
to  the  statuts  of  the  lawe  therof  made.  And  that  every  walker 
walke  every  of  the  said  clothez  duely  and  truely  thurghout  so  that 
there  be  no  default  founden  therin  in  oon  place  more  then  in 
othere,  upon  the  peyn  of  xls  to  be  forfait,  payed  and  levyed  as  is 
abovesaid. 

Also  it  is  ordeynde  and  enacted  by  thauctoritie  above  saide 
that  no  sherman  shall  wap1  ne  fold  no  cloth  to  be  sold  as  a  hole 
cloth,  but  if  it  be  wele  and  sufficiently  woven  and  walked  thurgh  out 
in  evey  place  therof,  and  kepe  the  full  length  of  xxviij  yerds,  and 
ij  yerds  in  breed,  upon  the  peyn  of  xl8  to  be  forfayt  by  the  sherman 
therin  founden  defectyve,  the  oon  half  to  be  payed  to  the  use  of 
the  commonaltie  and  the  othere  half  therof  to  the  said  craft. 

Also  it  is  ordeynd  and  establisshed  and  enacted  by  the  said 
auctoritee,  that  the  forsaide  iiij  persones  chosen  to  occupie  the 
serch,  survene  and  mesuring  of  the  forsaid  draperie,  shalbe  sworne 
before  the  Maire  and  Chaumbreleyns,  for  the  tyme  being,  duely  and 
truely  to  occupie  without  any  favour  yeven  to  eny  persone,  more 
oon  then  an  othere,  nor  no  cloth  nor  clothez  seal  but  if  thay  be 
truely  drapered  holding  their  true  length  and  breed  according  to 
the  ordinaunces  above  writen,  taking  for  the  said  serch,  survene 
and  mesuring  and  sealing  of  every  hole  cloth  jd  and  of  every  half 
cloth  ob.  to  by  the  awners,  sellers  of  the  same.  And  if  eny  of  the 
forsaid  iiij,  iij,  ij,  or  j  so  assigned  to  occupie  the  seal,  as  is  before 

1  Wap ;  to  enfold.  In  Whitby  a  bundle  of  straw  was  called  a  wap.  See 
English  Dialect  Society  Journal,  vol.  iv,  p.  212. 
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said,  be  founden  and  proved  that  thay  or  eny  of  them  sett  the 
forsaid  seal  to  eny  hole  cloth  or  clothez,  or  to  eny  half  cloth  or 
clothes,  not  keping  length  and  breed  according  to  this  ordynaunce, 
to  forfait  for  every  hole  cloth  xls,  and  for  every  half  cloth  xxs, 
als  oft  tymez  as  thay  or  eny  of  thayme  be  founde  giltie  therof  ; 
and  he  or  thay  that  shalbe  founden  defectyve  never  aftre  to 
occupie  ne  mynystre  the  said  seale  and  to  be  reputed  and  taken  as 
a  man  dishonoured  and  perjured  for  evermore. 

Also  it  is  ordeynd  and  established  by  thauctorite  abovesaid 
that  if  the  Maire  of  this  Citie  for  the  t^rne  being  exicut  not  ne  levie 
the  peynes  and  forfaits  comprised  for  the  sure  keping  of  afore 
made  ordinaunces,  so  that  thay  be  shewed  and  presented  and 
proved  in  due  manere  and  fourme  unto  hym,  and  if  he  therupon 
levye  not  the  said  paynes  and  forfaytes,  or  els  to  commytt  the 
offenders  to  prison  there  to  abide  unto  the  tyme  that  thay  have 
founden  sufficient  suretie  for  the  payment  of  the  said  peynes  and 
forfeturs,  the  said  Maire  to  forfayt  as  oft  as  he  is  founden  defectyve 
lxs,  to  be  deducte  of  his  fee  by  the  hands  of  the  Chaumberleyne 
for  the  tyme  being,  and  hit  to  be  employed  to  the  use  of  the  Citie. 

fo.  126.  Proclamation  by  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs. 

Sunday  24  July  (1484). 

This  day  was  the  proclamacon  heraftre  ensuyng  proclaymid 
within  the  Citie  of  York  by  the  Mayer  and  the  Shirrifs  of  the 
same,  undre  the  fourme  blowing,  in  iiij  severall  placez  of  the  Citie. 

The  Mayer  and  Shiriffs  of  this  Citie  chargez  and  straytly 
comaundez  in  the  Kyngs  name,  our  sovereyn  lorde,  by  his  especial 
comaundement,  that  from  nowe  forth  no  manere  of  persone  ne 
persones  bye  ne  brog  no  woll  within  this  Citie,  fraunchiezez  or  othere 
place  adjoynyng  therunto,  except  such  persones  as  shall  drapere 
the  same  woll  unto  cloth  within  this  said  Citie  and  the  libertiez 
of  the  same,  undre  the  payne  of  forfaytur  of  same  woll  as  oftymes 
as  he  or  thay  shall  offend  in  the  same  ;  and  overe  this  that  no 
manere  of  man,  citizen  or  inhabit  aunt  of  the  said  Citie  or  of 
Aynestye,  from  hence  forth  rise  nor  go  owt  of  the  Citie  to  make  eny 
affray,  assaute  or  assemblie  or  du  eny  riotouse  thing  for  eny  mannes 
pleasere  or  comaundement,  without  he  or  thay  be  comaundet  by 
the  Maire  or  Shirrifs  for  the  tyme  being,  exept  that  he  go  with  his 
mastre  or  landeslord  to  do  the  Kyng  service,  when  his  said  mastre 
or  landslord  shalbe  comaundet  by  the  Kyng  or  by  the  said  Maire 
or  Shirrifs  in  the  Kyngs  name;  and  noon  othere  wise,  upon  the 
peyne  of  imprisonment,  there  to  remayne  and  abide  unto  such 
tyme  as  (he)  or  thay  shalbe  deliverit  by  the  Kyngs  especial  com¬ 
aundement. 

fo.  127.  Lands  of  Sir  William  Hastings. 

26  July  2  Richard  IV  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish 
Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  5  of  the  xxiv. 
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Mem.  that  on  Monday  the  xxvj  day  of  Juyl  there  past  a 
venire  facias  afor  my  lord  Maier  etc.  upon  the  landez  and  tene¬ 
ments,  late  Sir  William  Hastings  within  the  Citie  of  York  at  the 
day  of  his  decesse,  in  the  Common  Hall  in  prescence  of  the  personez 
above  writen. 


fo.  128.  Fishgarths. 

6  August  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish 
Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  counsail  chambre  upon  Ouse  Brig  and 
ther  and  then  it  was  aggreed  by  thole  consent  and  assent  of  thole 
Counsail  of  the  said  Chambre,  for  the  comon  wele  of  the  Citie  of 
York  forsaid,  that  Richard  Hardsing,  sheruff  of  the  said  Citie,  John 
Harpour  and  William  Hancok,  Chambreleyns,  taking  with  theme 
certen  rowers  shuld  passe  thrugh  the  water  of  Howse  unto  Yalflet, 
both  and  to  serch  all  such  fishgarthes  as  standeth  in  the  said  water 
and  to  certifie  the  Mayer  of  the  lordes  and  fermholds  of  the  said 
fishgarthes  at  ther  commyng  in  again  unto  the  said  Citie.  And 
therupon  the  xiij  day  of  August  ( fo .  128b)  then  next  folowing  the 
said  Richard  Hardsang,  John  Harpar  and  William  Harper  (sic) 
personally  apperid  before  the  said  Maior  and  shewed  and  porveit 
a  bille,  contigneyng  the  names  as  well  of  the  lords  and  awners  of 
the  said  fisshegarthes,  as  of  the  tenants  and  fermours  of  the  same 
as  foloweth  herafter. 


fo  128b. 


Pertinentes 

Episcopo 

Ebor. 


1 


List  of  Fishgarths. 

William  Palden 
Richard  Joalden 
John  Blakman 
Robert  Baker 

Item,  an  othre  garth  of  oon  rowme 
in  the  keping  of  the  same  iiij  men. 

William  Symmes,  oon  of  ij  rowmes. 
William  Palden,  oon  j  rowme. 

Nicholas  Robynson 
Richard  Glover 
Henry  Horseman, 
prest; 

John  Bisshop 

Hugo  Reed  J  (  •• 

wir  *  *  i  >  oon  of  ii  rowmez. 

William  Atkynson  /  J 

Roger  Clerke,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

Freman  of  Wistowe,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

William  Foxe 

John  Hyrde 

Hugh  Reed 

Thomas  Sergeant 

Robert  Strynger,  oon 


oon  of  ij  rowmes. 

oon  of  iiij  rowmes. 
of  ij  rowmes. 


}oon  of  1  rowme. 
oon  of  iij  rowmez. 


>  oon  of  11  rowmes. 
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Pertinentes 
Episcopo 
D  unelm. 


r 


< 


v- 


Richard  Acclum,  stet  in  custodia  Walteri  de  B.1 
Wallterus  of  Barton,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

John  Dobynson  J  x  i 

John  Cutberd  /  oon  of  1  rowm' 

John  Cutberd,  oon  of  1  rowm. 

John  Dudman,  oon  of  1  rowme. 

William  Gretham,  oon  of  ij  rowmes. 

Roger  Childing,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 

Robert  Henryson 
William  Henryson 
William  Rider 
William  Heryson 
John  Syngleton 
William  Goot 
William  Genyson 
William  Kyrkby 

. 2  Parke 

John  Strenger 
Robert  Long 

Thomas  Strenger,  oon  of  ij  rowmes. 

Robert  Laystok,  oon  of  1  rowms. 

Thomas  Folefayt,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 


oon  of  ij  rowmez. 
oon  of  iiij  rowmes. 
one  of  iij  rowmes. 

oon  of  iiij  rowmez. 


oon  of  ij  rowmes. 


Th  abbot  of 
Selby 


Thomas  Bilburgh,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 


Sir  Thomas 
Wortley 


Thomas  Bilburgh,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 

Richard  Rawdon,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

Richard  Hurwod,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

Robert  Owmfray  J  x  •• 

T  ,  J  >  oon  of  ii  rowmez. 

John  Strenger  J  J 

John  Doncan,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 

Baxter  sonnez,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 


Birley 

Lordship 


{William  Grice,  oon  of  iiij  rowmez. 
William  Harvy,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 
Richard  Reed,  oon  of  iiij  rowmez. 


The  Priour 
of 

Draxe 


{John  Collinnson,  oon  of  ij  rowmez. 
William  Grice,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 
Andrewe  Grice,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 


fo.  129. 

The  Priour  of 
Dureseme 


{ 


Richard  Collum,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 


John  Southill  Robert  Yorke,  oon  of  iij  rowmez. 


1  Name  crossed  through. 

2  Blank  in  MS, 
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Thabbot  of  r  'William  Robynson  \  f  1 1 
Saynt  Marie  <  TnVm  ^  J 1  >oon  of  11  rowmez. 

Abbay  ^  ^  .  J 

Saynt  Lenards  Robert  Blakburne,  oon  of  xxix  rowmez. 

John  Smyth,  oon  of  xxv  rowmez. 

fo.  129b.  Dispute  between  the  City  and  St.  Mary’s  Abbey. 

Wednesdy,  18  August  11  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — 
Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  Thomas 
Vavasour,  Sergiant,  William  Eland  of  Hull,  5  of  the  xij,  8  of  the 
xxiv. 

In  the  counsell  chaumbre  apperid  and  personally  was  present 
John  Ward,  Prior  of  the  Monastre  of  our  Lady  beside  York,  Robert 
Thurkilby,  Doctor  of  Devinitie,  and  William  Senosse,  too  monks 
of  the  same,  for  the  finall  conclusion  of  certaine  variaunces  and 
maters  of  travaux,  depending  and  hanging  betwix  the  Maire  and  the 
commonaltie  of  the  Citie  of  York  of  that  oon  partie,  and  the  Abbot 
and  Convent  of  monastre  of  our  ladye  beside  York  of  that  othre 
partie,  concernyng  the  common  of  the  said  Citie  in  the  felds  of 
Fulford  belonging  unto  the  said  Abbot  and  convent,  which  variaunce 
and  travaux  was  discussid  and  finally  decisid  by  thaward  and 
arbitrament  of  Sir  Guy  Farefax,  knight,  John  Vavasour,  Sargiant, 
Miles  Metcalf  and  William  Glover,  arbitrours  indifferently  chosen 
betwix  the  said  parties;  which  award  and  arbitrament  was  then  and 
there  red  in  writing,  and  ther  it  was  finally  aggreed  that  the  said 
award  shall  be  writtyn  up  clere  in  parchment,  indentid  and  deliverd 
unto  ether  partie  for  the  perpetuall  rest  and  peas  of  the  said 
variaunce. 

fo.  130b.  Certificate  from  the  Mayor  and  Council. 

1  September  1484. 

To  all  true  Christen  people  this  present  writing  hering  or 
seing  ;  for  asmoch  as  it  [is]  meritoriouse  and  nedeful  to  every 
Christen  man  to  witnesse,  testifie  and  recorde  in  every  mater  of 
trouth  and  specially  where  trouth  is  likly  without  recorde  and 
witnesse  to  be  oppressed,  murthred  and  sett  a  parte  from  the 
course  of  right,  I  Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mare  of  the  Citie  of  York, 
with  all  my  Brethren,  Aldermen  of  the  same,  witnesse,  testifie 
and  recorde  for  veray  trouth,  that  John  Mogan,2  ducheman,  the 
berer  herof,  is  freman  and  denizen  of  the  said  Citie,  and  so  hath 
contynued  by  the  space  of  xx  yere  and  more.  In  witnesse  and 
testimonye  wherof  I  the  same  Maire,  with  thassent  and  consent  of 
1  Blank  in  original. 

1  Johannes  Mogan,  felt  hat  maker,  was  made  free  of  the  City  in  2 
Edward  IV  (1462). 


The  Duke  of  \ 
Suffolk  / 
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my  brethre  aforsaid,  unto  this  present  writing  have  sett  the  seal 
of  myn  office  of  mayraltie,  the  furst  day  of  Septembre  the  secund 
yere  of  the  Reign  of  Richard. 

fo.  132.  Commendatory  Letters. 

To  all  true  Cristen  poeple  to  whom  thiez  present  writing  shall 
com,  T.  Wrangwish,  Maire  of  the  Citie  of  York  sends  greting  in  our 
lord  gode  everlasting.  For  asmoch  as  it  is  meritorious  and  nedefull 
to  every  true  Christen  man  to  testifie,  witnesse  and  recorde  in 
every  matere  of  trouth,  and  specially  in  every  mater  doubtfull  and 
unknowen;  I,  therfore,  the  said  Maire  shewe,  witnesse  and  recorde 
unto  your  universitez  that  Robert  Blarofrount  of  the  said  Citie  of 
York,  the  berer  herof,  hath  had  and  sustayned  diverse  grete  lossez 
of  his  goodes  for  being  of  suretie,  as  wele  in  London  as  in  this  same 
Citie  and  othere  placez,  and  specially  nowe  of  late  for  being  suretie 
for  oon  {blank),  for  whom  the  said  Robert  standeth  bounde  in  an 
obligacon  to  oon  Will.  Brittels  of  London  in  vj11,  the  which  he  ne 
is  ne  nevere  by  lyklyhod  shalbe  able  to  pay  without  the  aid,  socour 
and  supportacon  of  you  and  othere  charitably  disposed  poeple 
In  witnesse  etc. 

{fo.  132b.)  The  Mayor  of  York  issues  a  similar  letter  on 
behalf  of  Thomas  Brompton  of  Doncaster,  “  he  hath  been  sued  and 
upon  an  accion  of  felony,  grevously  and  wrongfully  vexed  and 
troubled  to  the  uttre,  grete,  urgent  and  ferefull  jauperdy  of  hys 
lyff  by  oon  {blank),  mylnere  of  the  watre  mylnes  of  Doncastre.” 

fo.  133b.  The  Fee  Farm  of  the  City.  St.  Deny’s  Church. 

Mass  in  St.  William’s  Chapel. 

Friday  the  17  September  1st  Richard  III  (s^’c)  Present — 
Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mayor,  8  of  the  xij,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

Where  and  when  ther  was  opinly  red  a  bill  of  parchment 
signed  with  the  Kings  syne  manuall  contigneying  the  releas  of  the 
fee  ferme  due  unto  the  King  by  the  said  Citie,  which  bill  soe  signed 
with  the  King’s  hand  forsaid  was  the  warrant  to  the  prive  seal  for 
the  said  releas. 

Also  it  was  aggreed  by  thool  counsail  that  a  stethy1  hanging 
in  travaux  betwix  Child  wife  and  the  parichyns  of  Saint  Denysse 
church  shuld  be  deliverd  unto  the  Church  of  Saint  Denise  forsaid, 
as  of  right  to  the  same  appertigneing,  without  any  clame  of  the 
same  to  be  maid  from  hensffurth  by  the  said  Child  wif.  Also  it 
was  aggreed  that  from  hensfurth  Sir  John  Ward,  prest  of  a  chauntry 
within  the  said  chapell  shall  begynne  to  say  hys  masse  a  litell  before 
a  xj  of  the  clok  so  that  it  shalbe  past  the  said  howre  or  he  have 
doone  Masse,  without  he  have  cause  resonable  to  the  contrary.2 

1  a  stethy  :  a  forge.  The  word  "  stiddy  ”  for  an  anvil  is  still  in  use. 

2  The  Chapel  is  not  named;  it  was  probably  St.  William’s  Chapel  on 
Ouse  Bridge. 
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Also  it  was  aggreed  that  the  said  Sir  John  shuld  have  yerely 
to  his  sellary  and  for  the  singing  of  the  said  xj  messe  keping  viij 
marks  and  vj8  viijd. 

fo.  136.  Payment  of  the  Minstrels. 

Monday  20  September  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  6  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  present  in  the  Councell  Chaumbre  of  the  Citie  of  York, 
and  there  and  then  it  was  aggreed  by  the  hole  assent  and  consent 
of  the  Councell  above  named  that  for  diverse  consideracions  them 
moving  and  upon  a  supplicacion  by  the  mynstrals  of  the  said  Citie 
then  and  there  presented,  that  the  said  mynstrals  from  now  forth 
shall  have  and  perceyve  yerely  at  (blank)  of  every  Alderman  of  the 
said  citie  xxd,  and  of  every  of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Comon  Counsell 
viij d  and  also  of  every  Chaumbrelayn  and  of  every  such  as  hath 
been  Chaumbrelayn  vjd  and  overe  that  of  every  Brige  mastre  and 
of  such  as  have  be  in  the  same  office  iiijd.  Item,  of  every  citizin 
that  hath  sued  his  discharge  from  bering  of  eny  office  within  the 
said  Citie  iiij d.  And  also  every  Comonere  that  is  of  sulstance 
within  the  same  ijd  at  lest.  And  overe  that  of  every  othere  Comon¬ 
ere  exept  the  veray  pore  Commoners  which  be  not  of  power  nor 
abilitie  therto  jd.  The  said  sommes  and  every  of  them  to  be  levyed 
and  gadred  by  the  constablez  of  every  ward  for  the  tyme  being, 
every  of  them  within  his  or  their  owne  warde  or  wards.  And  every 
sergeant  of  the  said  Citie  within  his  awne  warde  be  assistant  and 
helping  to  the  constablez  afore  said  in  levying  of  the  said  sommes. 
Item,  of  every  Inneholder  within  the  said  Citie  iiijd. 

fo.  136b.  Reward  to  Miles  Metcalf. 

28  September  (1484). 

It  was  aggreed  that  Miles  Metkalf,  Recorder,  shuld  have  and 
receyve  for  his  deligent  labour  doon  at  Notyngham  to  ye  Kyng  for 
the  preferrement  of  the  prevay  seal  of  ye  Kings  patent  of  the  fee 
ferme,  etc.  etc.  with  other  lettrez  undre  the  Kyngs  signet  to  my 
lorde  Tresourer  and  to  the  barons  of  the  Kyngs  Eschequer,  xxvs 
vijd,  with  also  for  his  good  and  deligent  labour  to  be  doon  at 
London,  for  thalowance  of  the  same,  as  welle  afore  the  Juges  of  the 
Kyngs  bench  as  in  thexchequer. 

fo.  139.  Punishment  for  a  Riotous  Assembly. 

Wednesday  6  October  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  9  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  aggred  by  the  counsell  that  such  persones  as  made 
the  grete  assembly  on  Monday  last  past  as  couth  be  thought  by 
the  Maire  and  the  said  Counsell  suld  be  put  in  prison,  there  to 
remayne  and  abide  unto  the  tyme  that  the  Maire  have  knowledge 
of  the  Kyngs  pleasoure  in  that  bihalfe,  and  a  man  to  be  assigned 
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and  sent  unto  the  Kyng  in  all  hast  to  shewe  the  premyssez  and  to 
bring  the  Kyngs  pleasoure  what  shalbe  doon  therin.  Rogerus 
Laton,  Johannes  Hastings,  Thomas  Wandesford,  for  such  offencez 
as  thiez  iij  gentilmen  commytted  and  did  at  the  said  grete  assembly, 
thaye  and  every  of  them  of  their  oune  fre  will  offre  them  silf  to 
the  correction  of  the  Maire. 

Robert  Champleyn,  Ricardus  Rawlyn,  Roger  Laton,  Thomas 
Lewlyn,  John  Hastyngs,  Robert  Symson,  Thomas  Wandesford, 
Hugo  Lyncoln,  Roger  Appilby,  Ricardus  Abott,  Robert  Shirley, 
William  Huet. 

Thies  fore  named  xij  persones  have  taken  upon  them  to  speke 
with  the  Comons  for  correcion  of  the  said  assemble,  and  to  bring 
an  answar  unto  the  said  Maire  by  ij  of  the  clok  at  aftre  noon. 

( fo .  139b).  Wherupon  aswele  by  the  comaundment  of  the 
Mayre  as  by  thassent  and  consent  of  the  afore  named  xij  personez, 
it  was  aggreed  that  a  certayn  of  the  most  notously  disposed 
personez  of  the  said  assembly  shuld  be  commytt  to  prison,  as  so 
immediatly  thei  wer,  thay  to  remayne  there  unto  the  tyme  that 
the  Maire  have  knowlage  from  the  Kyngs  highnesse  of  his  pleasere 
what  shalbe  doon  forthre  in  that  bihalve. 

fo.  140.  The  Riotous  Assembly. 

Friday  8  October  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Mayor,  8  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  aggreed  that  a  lettre  shuld  be  made  and  sent  to 
Mastre  Kendall,  the  Kyngs  Secretary,  and  unto  Mastre  Robert 
Percy,  Countroller  of  houshold  unto  our  said  soverayn  lorde  the 
Kyng,  desiring  them  in  right  hertly  wise  to  be  good,  favourable 
and  tendre  masters  unto  us  anenste  the  Kyngs  good  grace  for  the 
foresaid  assembly.  And  Doctour  Loncastre  rode  the  same  daye  to 
the  Kyng  by  thassent  of  the  said  counsell  for  thexcuse  of  the  said 
assembley,  and  to  knowe  the  Kyngs  pleasore  in  the  same,  and  also 
an  othere  lettre  was  directed  to  my  lorde  of  Lyncolne  for  semblable 
cause. 

Item,  the  same  day  there  cam  my  lorde  of  Northumbrelands 
secretory  with  a  lettre  directed  unto  the  Mair  and  his  bretherne, 
the  tenour  wherof  heraftre  ensayth  : 

Right  worshipfull  and  right  hertly  biloved  frende  and  right 
trusty  and  welbiloved  frendes,  I  comaunde  me  unto  you  ;  and 
where  as  I  am  informed  that  now  lately  a  grete  riot  is  commytted 
within  the  Citie  of  Yorke  and  the  fraunchisez  therof,  which  without 
breve  remedy  is  lyke  to  growe  to  grete  in  conveniencies  if  thus  it 
be  ;  my  lorde  of  Lyncolne  being  in  thies  parties,  and  also  I  stonding 
grete  Chamberlayn  to  the  Kyngs  grace,  I  gretely  marvaile  ye 
being  hed  governour  and  rulers  of  the  said  Citie,  that  have  neythre 
sertyfied  my  said  lorde  nor  me,  for  the  which  cause  I  sende  my 
right  trusty  servaunt  this  berer  unto  you,  that  I  may  have  clere 
relacion  from  you  by  hym  how  the  mater  is  indede,  to  thentent 


104 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

that  if  ye  be  unhable  to  susteyne  such  honourable  libertiez  and 
fraunchez  as  our  said  sovereyn  lorde  hath  graunted  unto  you  to 
punyshe  and  correct  the  said  riot,  God  helping,  I  shall  endevoir  me 
tassist  you  to  my  power,  for  the  fortificacon  of  our  said  sovereyn 
lords  lawez  and  your  said  fraunchez,  lyke  as  my  said  servaunt  can 
shew  unto  you,  to  whome  I  pray  you  to  yeve  credence,  and  the 
blessed  Trenite  conserve  you.  Writen  at  my  manere  of  Lekyngfeld 
the  vijth  day  of  Octobre,  at  v  aftrenoon. 

Your  hertly  lovere 

H.  Northumbreland. 

( fo .  140b).  Nuncupative  will  of  Thomas  Worcetre,  litster  of 
York.  The  will  was  made  in  the  year  1452  “  the  veray  certayn 
day  not  remembred.” 

fo.  142.  The  Riotous  Assembly  :  Meeting  of  the  Citizens. 

Letters  from  the  King. 

Friday  15  October  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assemble  in  the  Common  Hall  of  the  Citie  of  York, 
where  and  when  were  also  assembled  the  substance  of  the  hole  body 
of  the  said  Citie.  The  same  daye  tyme  and  place  cam  Mastre  Robert 
Percy,  Countroller  of  the  Kyngs  houshold,  from  the  Kyngs  high- 
nesse  with  ij  lettres  from  the  same,  that  oon  directed  and  by  the 
said  Maister  Percy  delivert  unto  the  Mair,  Aldermen  and  Shirriffs 
of  the  said  Citie  of  Yorke,  and  that  othere  directed  and  delivert  by 
the  same  unto  the  Commons  of  the  said  Citie,  with  credence  upon 
the  same  lettres  as  wele  unto  the  said  Maire,  Aldermen,  and 
Shirriffs,  as  unto  the  said  Commons  of  the  said  Citie,  the  which 
credence  uttred  by  the  said  Countroller,  was  much  aftre  the 
fyllowing  ; 

My  lorde  Mair,  the  Kyng  hath  comaundet  me  to  shewe  unto 
you,  and  unto  all  your  brethere,  that  he  is  gretely  displeased 
towards  you  that  ye  have  suffred  the  Commons  of  this  Citie  to  be 
of  such  riotouse  rule  and  disposicion  as  thay  have  been  of  but 
late,  seyng  that  his  highnesse  hath  putt  you  in  awctorite,  strenghth 
and  power  to  rule  according  to  his  lawez  and  the  lawdable  customez 
of  the  said  Citie.  Wherunto  the  said  Mair  answerd  and  said  that  he 
was  verily  sorowfull  of  the  Kyngs  displeasere  as  semblablie  be  all 
his  brethere,  how  be  it  the  said  Mair  (fo.  142b)  said,  that  he  hade 
no  manere  of  knowlage  of  that  assemble,  but  as  sone  as  he  had 
knowlage  therof  he  toke  diverse  of  them  and  sett  them  in  prison, 
there  to  remayne  and  abide  unto  the  said  Mair  have  knowlage  of 
the  Kyngs  pleasere  in  that  bihalve. 

And  also  the  credence  unto  the  Comons  uttred  by  the  said 
countroller,  was  much  aftre  the  forme  blowing — The  Kyng  our 
sovereyn  lord  hath  comaundet  me  to  shew  unto  you  that  his  grace 
is  and  hath  been  as  glad  and  wele  willed  that  ye  and  every  of  you 
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shulde  have  and  enjoy  peasibly  as  wele  all  and  every  parcell  of 
common  pasture  as  every  othere  thing  to  you  of  right  apperteynyng, 
due,  or  of  auncient  tyme  accustomed,  as  evere  was  eny  prince  that 
reyned  upon  you  ;  yit,  neverthelesse,  his  hignesse  taketh  a  grete 
and  grevouse  displeasere  that  ye  or  eny  of  you,  withoute  thassent, 
concesent  and  advice  of  the  Maire,  shuld  take  upon  you  to  attayne 
or  recover  your  right,  tytle  or  entresse  which  ye  have,  or  in  eny 
wise  myght  or  shuld  have,  in  eny  manere  bihalve  at  your  oune 
hande,  by  eny  suche  senystre,  unfitting,  unlawfull  and  riotouse 
assembly  or  insurrection,  not  shewing  afore  your  said  enterest, 
clayme  or  tytle  unto  the  Maire  and  his  bretherr,  to  whome  his  said 
highnesse  hath  commytted  the  rule,  geidunce  and  correccion  of 
and  in  every  matere  concernyng  the  Citie,  and  within  the  fraun- 
chisez,  libertez,  and  the  boundes  of  the  same,  of  whom  if  ye  had 
not  had  a  lawfull  remedy  in  that  bihalve,  the  Kyngs  said  highnesse 
thynketh  that  then  ye  shuld  have  shewed  your  matier  and  grief 
unto  my  lorde  of  Lyncolne  or  unto  my  lorde  of  Northumbreland, 
where  and  of  whome  if  ye  couth  not  have  founde  lawfull  redresse, 
then  the  Kyng  thynkes  ye  shuld  have  shewed  your  said  grevez 
and  wrongez  unto  his  said  highnesse,  where  ye  shuld  have  had 
convenyent  reformacon  and  redresse  in  every  bihalve  according  to 
right  and  consience  ;  wherefore  his  hignesse  is  gretely  displeased 
towards  you,  and  how  it  wol  please  his  said  highnesse  to  dele 
forthre  in  the  premyssez  I  am  not  in  certentie. 

( fo .  143).  Item,  the  same  tyme,  incontenent  aftre  thies 
wordes  uttred  by  the  said  Countroller,  the  said  Commons,  by  the 
handez  of  Roger  Laton,  in  the  name  of  them  all,  delivert  a  bill  of 
compleynt  upon  the  said  Maire  unto  the  said  Countroller  of  shuch 
things  as  thay  founde  theim  greved  in  anenst  the  said  Maire,  whom 
thay  wolde  have  put  in  defaut  of  all  the  premissez,  the  which  bill 
was  by  the  same  Roger  Laton  openlye  redde  in  the  said  Common 
Hall  furth  with. 

Wherunto  and  unto  every  article  within  the  same  bill  com¬ 
prised,  the  said  Maire  immediatlye,  full  worshipfully,  sadlye  and 
discretely  answerd,  so  that  the  said  Countroller,  ne  noon  othere 
wele  advised  indifferent  man,  couth  fynde  in  the  Maire  noo  manere 
of  defaute,  but  in  every  poynt  layde  his  lawfull  excuse  and  dis¬ 
proved  the  said  bill  in  every  article  and  poynt  therof. 

fo.  123.  Alleged  Robbery. 

23  October  1484. 

Mem.  that  John  Tynley,  mason,  cam  into  the  Councell 
Chaumbre  upon  Owse  Brig  afore  Thomas  Wrangwish,  the  xxiij 
day  of  Octobre,  and  then  and  there  shewed  and  declared  howe  that 
he  in  the  Tapster  house  of  the  Dragon  in  Lop  Lane  played  at  ye 
disse  with  the  Tapster  of  the  same  house,  and  when  he  had  played 
asmoch  as  he  wolde,  he  toke  owt  of  his  purse  iiij  pecez  of  golde, 
wherof  he  putt  iij  pecez  of  them  ayen  into  his  purse  and  layd  oon 
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pece  of  golde  upon  the  horde  in  the  said  house  and  went  to  the 
dore  to  make  ware,  leving  behynde  hym  syttyng  at  the  same  horde 
the  said  Tapster,  Thomas  Hoton,  servaunt  unto  Sir  William 
Hoghton,  Knyght  and  (blank)  child  and  servaunt  to  William 
Robynson,  goodman  of  the  same  Inn,  and  at  his  commyng  ayen 
from  the  dore  his  pece  of  gold  was  gone  and  away,  as  he  saith,  by 
the  meyen  eythre  of  hyms ....  or  of  oon  of  the  iij  personez  above 
named  he  was  not  su ....  it  was  by  his  owne  saying 

fo.  143.  Present  for  the  Earl  of  Lincoln.  Wrongful  Arrest. 

Friday  12  November  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — 

Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mayor,  9  of  the  xij,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  aggreed  by  thole  counsaill  that  the  Mayre,  taking  with 
hyme  Doctour  Lancastre,  William  Chymney,  John  Harpour,  John 
Hagg  and  William  White,  accompayned  with  xxiiij  men  and  hors, 
shuld  ride  unto  Therle  of  Lincolne  with  a  lettre  missive  sealed 
with  the  comon  seale,  giffing  the  said  Erie,  in  the  name  of  thole 
bodie  of  this  citie,  and  for  the  same,  grete  lovings  and  thaunks  for 
his  luffing  disposicion  shewed  unto  the  said  Citie,  with  a  presaunt 
according  to  the  worship  of  the  said  Citie. 

Also  the  same  day  it  was  shewed  by  William  Wells,  Alderman, 
how  that  one  William  Scawseby  of  York  caused  to  arest  on  a  plaint 
of  trespass  the  said  William  Wells,  contrary  thordinaunce  of  the 
Citie  made  in  that  behalve.  Wherfor  it  was  determyned  by  the 
said  Counsaill  that  Richard  Makblyth,  servant,  which  arrested 
the  said  William  Wells,  and  the  forsaid  William  Scawsby,  shuld 
be  committe  to  prison  unto  such  tyme  that  thordinaunce  made  in 
this  behalve  be  seene,  and  they  punyshed  according  to  the  same. 

fo.  144.  The  Present  for  the  Earl  of  Lincoln. 

Monday  15  November  (1484). 

This  day  my  lorde  maire  rode  towards  my  lorde  of  Lyncolne 
at  Sandals,  with  certeyn  of  his  brethere,  and  othere  of  the  Commons, 
to  the  nombre  of  xlv  personez. 

Tuesday  16  Novembre  (1484). 

This  day  cam  my  lorde  Mair  with  his  brethrene,  as  above, 
from  my  lorde  of  Lyncolne  late  in  the  evenyng. 

fo.  145b.  Reward  to  a  Servant.  Arrest  for  Coining. 

Friday  after  the  Feast  of  the  Conception  of  B.M.V.  viz.  8 
December  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  that  a  servunt  of  Robert  Amyas,  which 
among  othre  his  masters  maters,  taryed  and  wayted  at  London 
upon  Master  Roucliff,  maister  Vavasour,  and  othre,  for  the  good 
spede  of  the  maters  of  the  said  Citie  by  the  space  of  viij  days,  shuld 
have  in  reward  for  his  attendaunce  made  in  that  behalve  x8. 
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Mem.  that  the  xvijth  day  of  Decembre  forsaid,  the  May  re 
made  to  be  attached  oone  John  Stafford,  a  coigner,  upon  whome 
he  fand  a  C.  crounes  and  othre  coigne  of  laton1  coigned,  which  he 
thoght  to  have  gilted  and  utterd  within  this  Citie,  and  othre  places, 
in  the  grete  disseit  and  hurt  of  the  Kings  people  ;  which  John, 
and  Richard  his  son,  whom  the  said  John  declared  innocent  of  any 
coigne  coigneing,  was  commit  to  preson  within  the  said  Citie; 
and  of  the  morne  after,  the  Maire  calling  to  hyme  Thomas  Aspar 
of  counsaill  with  the  said  Citie  and  other,  examined  the  said  John 
secretly  of  all  his  dealing  enent  his  conage,  of  whos  taking,  with  the 
confession  of  the  said  John,  the  Maire  wrote  a  lettre  to  my  lord 
of  Lincolne. 

jo.  146.  The  Case  of  John  Stafford. 

Monday  the  Vigil  of  S*  Thomas  the  apostle  viz.  20  December 
2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas  Wranguish,  Mayor, 
7  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

When  it  was  shewed  by  the  Mayre  unto  the  Counsaill  how  he 
had  a  letter  direct  from  therle  of  Lincolne,  unto  whom  he  had 
shewed  by  his  writing  the  taking  of  John  Stafford,  a  coigner,  and 
sent  his  confession  with  the  same  with  his  servunt,  John  Sponer, 
which  John  broght  the  same  lettre  to  the  Maire  frome  the  said 
Erie,  in  the  which,  amongs  other  things,  he  wrote  for  the  sending 
up  of  the  said  Stafford,  which  lettre  was  opvnly  red  befor  the  said 
Counsaill ;  and  therupon  it  was  thoght  b}r  tholl  Counsaill,  the 
fraunchesse  of  the  Citie  saved,  that  the  said  John  shuld  be  sent  up 
unto  the  said  Erie  with  iiij  horse  of  the  chambre  cost,  and  after  his 
examinacion,  if  it  shuld  fortune  hyme  to  be  punyshed,  to  have 
hyme  sent  ayene  to  this  said  Citie  here  to  be  execute,  as  is  conson- 
aunt  with  the  rights  of  the  same  ;  wherupon  a  lettre  was  consaved 
undre  the  Mairs  seal,  direct  to  the  said  lord,  and  sent  up  to  his 
lordship  by  John  Sponer  and  John  Nicholson  with  the  said  Stafford. 

Copie  of  the  lettre  shewing  the  taking  of  John  Stafford. 

(jo.  146b.)  Right  excellent  and  right  noble  my  moost  especiall 
and  singler  good  lord,  after  moost  due  and  humble  recommendacion 
in  my  moost  humble  wise  I  recommend  me  unto  your  lordship, 
whome  I  shall  daily  besech  Jeshu  to  preserve  in  honour,  shewing 
unto  your  good  grace  how  I  have  made  to  be  attached  here  within 
the  libertie  of  this  citie,  one  John  Stafford,  noised  for  a  coigner, 
upon  whome  I  have  fondon  a  certain  some  of  money  called  crownes, 
and  other  coigne  of  laton  coigned,  which  as  he  haith  confessid 
he  thoght  to  have  gilted  and  utterd  within  this  Citie,  and  othre 
places,  and  so  did  diverse  of  them  in  to  the  grete  dissait  of  the 
Kings  people,  of  the  which  money  I  send  unto  your  lordship 
iij  of  oon  coigne  and  iij  of  an  othre  ;  which  John  I  had  to  fore 
1  Laton;  a  mixed  metal,  very  like  brass. 
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me  and  your  Counsellour,  Thomas  Asper,  and  hyme  examined,  whos 
confession  I  send  unto  your  grace  herinclosed.  Wherfor  I  besech 
your  grace  forsaid  to  shew  your  commaundement  by  our  servant, 
this  berer,  how  I  shall  deall  with  the  said  John,  and  also  with  oone 
Richard  his  son,  whome  the  said  John  his  fader  hath  excused  of 
the  premisses,  notwithstanding  they  be  both  in  bale  as  yit  ;  and 
I  shalbe  redie  tobbey  your  commaundement,  and  at  my  pure 
poore  and  service,  with  the  grace  of  God,  who  ever  preserve  you, 
right  excellent  and  right  noble  my  moost  especiall  and  singler  good 
Lord,  in  his  blissed  governaunce. 

From  York. 

Confession  of  the  said  John. 

John  Stafford,  of  Middlewich,  in  Chesshire,  appering  per¬ 
sonally  before  my  Lord  Maire,  Thomas  Asper,  and  othre  of  the 
Counsaill  of  the  Citie  of  York,  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  upon 
Ousebrig,  there  confessed  and  shewed  how  he  was  abiding  and 
inhabited  within  the  maner  of  Wynfeld,  in  Derbyshire,  belonging 
to  therle  of  Shrewesbury,  late  decessid,  in  which  maner  the  said 
John  did  find  certain  conyng  yrens,  oone  bering  the  prynt  and 
coigne  of  the  Fraunch  King  callid  the  Crowne,  and  othre  bering  the 
print  of  the  Duch  coigne  callid  Saint  Andrew,  with  the  which 
(fo.  147)  yrens  he  hath  coigned  and  set  the  prynts  of  the  said 
irins  opon  laton  gilted  by  the  space  of  a  yere  or  moo,  and  thoght 
to  have  utterd  theme  to  suche  as  he  might,  and  over  that  he  con- 
fessid  that  he  had  coigned  hertofore  in  Derbyshire,  wherupon  he 
was  indited,  for  the  which  he  did  purchesse  a  speciall  chartour 
undre  the  Kings  brood  seal  of  England. 

Copie  of  the  Erie  of  Lincoln  lettre  sent  to  the  Maiour. 

Master  Mayre,  I  comaunde  me  hertly  unto  you,  latting  you 
wit  that  this  day  at  after  noone  I  have  receved  your  lettres  touching 
the  attachment  of  oon  John  Stafford  and  his  son,  and  of  suche 
coignes  as  they  have  conterfeted  and  forged,  wherin  ye  have  not 
oonly  doon  unto  me  a  right  singler  pleasere,  but  for  the  same  have 
deserved  of  the  Kings  grace  a  grete  and  a  speciall  thaunke  not 
to  bee  unremembred  ;  nathlesse  I  pray  you  for  sundry  considera- 
cions  on  Monday  next  to  doo  the  said  Stafford  to  be  sent  hider 
unto  me,  keping  with  you  his  son  ;  acertaynyng  you  that  bifore 
this  fest  now  at  hand  I  send  servaunt  of  myne  with  divers  maters 
to  the  Kings  said  grace  for  to  be  notified,  amongs  which  your 
feithfull  diligence  and  acquit  all  in  this  behalve  ne  shall  nor  may  be 
forgettyn,  trustlieth  verly  as  ye  shall  clerely  know  herafter  ;  and 
ever  fay  re  ye  wele.  From  the  Castell  of  Sandall  the  xviijth  day  of 
Decembre. 

Your  true  frend 

J.  Lincoln. 

To  my  worshipfull  and  especiall  good  frend  Thomas 
Wrangwissh,  Maier  of  York. 
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Copie  of  the  Mayres  lettre  direct  to  the  Erie  of  Lincolne. 

Fight  excellent  and  right  noble  our  moost  especiall  and 
singler  good  lorde,  after  all  due  and  humble  recommend acion, 
with  my  true  prayers  and  service,  I  recommend  me  unto  your 
good  grace,  shewing  unto  the  same,  how  the  xixth  day  of  this  present 
moneth  of  Decembre,  I  have  receyved  your  right  excellent 
(fo.  147b.)  and  noble  lettres  to  me  direct,  by  the  whiche  I  undre- 
stand,  amongs  othre  things  comprised  in  the  same,  your  grace 
desirith  to  have  be  sent  up  unto  you  the  saide  John  Stafford, 
named  in  your  said  lettres,  this  Monday  next  after  the  dait  of  the 
same,  which  right  excellent  and  noble  lettres  I  made  opyn  and 
shewed  unto  my  brether  and  tholl  counsaill  of  this  Citie  the  said 
Monday,  by  whome  it  was  thoght  your  commaundment  shuld  be 
accomplished  in  that  behalve,  soo  that  the  privilegs,  liberties,  rights 
and  fraunches  of  this  citie,  graunted  hertofore  unto  the  same  by 
the  Kings  highnesse  and  his  moost  noble  progenitours,  may  be 
saved  and  in  noo  part  hurt,  and  soo  by  t  ha  vice  of  my  said  brether 
and  tholl  counsaill  of  this  Citie  forsaid,  I  send  unto  your  grace,  the 
said  John  texamayn  after  your  high  pleasere  and  wisdom,  and 
after  the  same  to  remitte  hyme  unto  us  here,  to  be  punyshed  after 
his  demerits,  according  to  the  rights  of  this  said  Citie  ;  and  Jesu 
preserve  you  etc. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  the  Kings  grace  as  wel  direct 
his  moost  noble  lettres  under  his  signet  to  the  Mayre,  as  to  theldre- 
men  and  Counsaill  of  the  said  Citie,  excusing  thabsence  of  Maister 
John  Haryngton,  Commune  Clerc  of  the  same,  which  tenour 
folwyth. 


By  the  King 

To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and  Aldermen  of 
our  Citie  of  York. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved,  we  grete  you  wele,  where  our  trusty 
and  welbeloved  Servaunt  Master  John  Haryngton,  your  Commune 
Clerc,  for  thexecucion  of  his  office  of  Commune  Clerc  forsaid,  hath 
made  supplicacion  unto  us  for  our  especiall  licence  to  have  be 
yevene  unto  hyme  to  come  unto  you  at  this  tyme,  soo  it  is  that 
for  certain  urgent  causes  we  have  not  graunt  the  said  licence  unto 
oure  said  servaunt,  but  the  same  have  differd  unto  after  Cristmasse, 
at  which  tyme  he  shall  with  our  full  good  pleasere  resort  unto  our 
Citie  there  ;  wherfore  we  desire  and  hertly  pray  you  to  be  in  the 
meane  tyme  content  with  his  abscence,  trusting  verily  that  he 
being  with  us  shall  doo  unto  you  right  acceptable  pleasure  and 
service ;  and  we  shalbe  the  rather  inclined  for  his  sake  to  be  unto 
you  and  our  Citie  there,  good  and  gracious  souverain  lord,  in  any 
your  resonable  requests  to  be  maid  unto  us  herafter.  Yeven  under 
our  signet,  at  our  palas  of  Westminster,  the  vth  day  of  Decembre. 
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fo.  148.  The  Recorder  to  go  to  London  on  the  business 

of  the  City. 

Friday  Dec.  31,  2  Richard  III  (1484).  Present — Thomas 
Wrangwish,  Mayor  ;  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  8  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs, 
6  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  aggreed  after  sad  communication,  that  Miles  Metcalf, 
Recordour  of  the  Citie,  shuld  ride  up  ayene  to  London  for  thex- 
pedicion  and  good  spede  of  such  maters  as  is  to  be  labourd  there 
for  the  well  of  this  Citie,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  allowance  of  the  fee 
ferme  in  the  Kings  Eshequour,  and  also  for  the  purchesing  of  a 
newe  graunt,  for  soo  moch  as  the  first  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
discharge  of  the  said  fee  ferme,  and  that  he  shuld  have  in  reward 
for  his  first  riding  to  London  forsaid  xl8 ;  and  also  it  was  aggreed 
that  he  shuld  have  up  with  hyme  ij  acquitances,  one  under  the 
commune  seal,  and  the  othre  under  the  seal  of  the  office  of  Maraltie, 
for  the  allowance  of  the  fe  ferme  of  this  present  yere,  from  the 
dait  of  the  first  graunt. 

fo.  150b.  A  Sheriff  sent  to  Prison. 

22  January  (1484-5).  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish,  Mayor, 
9  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  upon  Ouse  brig, 
where  and  when  the  Maire  for  certain  causes  hyme  moveing  by 
thavise  of  his  brether  comaunded  Thomas  Fynch,  oone  of  the 
Shereffs,  to  be  commyt  to  prison  :  which  cause  was  this.  The 
Mayre  commaunded  the  Sheruffs  upon  sufficient  surtie  to  deliver 
out  of  the  gaoole  oone  William  Friston,  which  comaundement 
was  disobeid  by  oone  Raby,  servaunt  to  the  said  Thomas  Fynch, 
for  the  which  the  Mayre  commaunded  the  sade  Raby  to  ye 
Gaool,  and  for  cause  the  saide  Fryston  lay  in  the  stokks  without 
met  or  drink,  the  Mayre  commaunded  the  said  Raby  that  he 
shuld  have  noo  mete  nor  drink  in  like  wise,  which  not  withstanding 
oone  Dauson,  Searjaunt  of  Thomas  Fynch,  came  by  watter  and 
delivers  the  said  Raby,  being  sporne  doune  in  the  Mayres  prison, 
mete  and  drink  of  sufficient  of  the  said  Thomas  Fynch,  which 
shewed  before  the  said  Mayre  that  he  was  not  knoune  nor  privee 
therof.  Notwithstanding  the  Mayre  knawing  the  same  for  truthe 
commaunds  hyme  to  his  prison  with  his  sex  servaunts  at  Mase. 
WTiich  Thomas  answerd  unto  the  Maire  and  said  that  he  wold  be 
his  owne  galoer,  and  theropon  departed  furth  of  the  Counsaill 
chambre  towards  the  said  prison.  Where  and  when  a  certayne 
persones  of  the  retynue  of  the  said  Thomas  Fynch,  with  glaves, 
billes  and  glubbes  tuke  hyme  (fo.  151)  with  strong  hend  from  the 
said  Sergiaunts  and  conveyd  hyme  to  the  end  of  the  brigg,  wher- 
opon  ther  arosse  among  the  Comons  ther  being  present  a  grete 
and  juperduse  scrymisse  and  affray,  into  so  moch  diverse  men 
was  hurt.  Wheropon  the  Maire  hymself  with  his  brether  cam  furth 
of  the  said  Counsaill  Chambre  pacifing  the  said  poeple  and  broght 
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ayene  the  said  Thomas  in  to  the  said  Chambre,  which  then  and 
there  humbled  hymself  unto  the  Mayres  commaundement  ;  and 
theropon  the  Mayre  with  his  said  brether  cam  furth  with  the  said 
Thomas,  and  hyme  set  in  the  forsaid  gaol;  which  after  the  same 
nyght  at  the  especial  instaunce  and  prayer  of  his  said  brether,  soo 
that  the  said  Fryston  shuld  be  fust  deliverd  out  of  the  prison,  was 
deliverd  to  goo  to  his  owne  place,  remanyng  behynd  in  the  said 
prison  the  said  Raby  and  Dauson  at  the  Mayres  commaundement 
all  that  night  ;  and  upon  the  morow  after,  thrugh  thespeciall  prayer 
of  certain  Aldermen  and  other  of  the  Counsaill  the  forsaid  Raby  and 
Dauson  of  there  gude  beeing  herafter  was  delivered  out  of  prison. 

fo.  151b.  Letters  from  the  King  and  the  Earl  of  Lincoln. 

Friday  26  January  1484-5.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  Thomas  Asper,  learned  in  the  law,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs, 
8  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  where  there  was 
opynd  and  red  iij  letters  ;  oone  from  the  Kings  grace,  by  the 
which  he  desirith  the  Mayre  and  Aldermen  and  his  berthers  to 
forbere  and  discharge  Maister  Richard  Latomer,  clerc  of  the  chapit- 
our,  of  any  office  bering  within  this  Citie  ;  and  other  from  therle  of 
Lincolne  desiring  in  like  wise  the  Mayre  and  his  brether  to  dis¬ 
charge  Maister  Thomas  Wharf  of  any  office  bering  within  this 
Citie  ;  the  iij  from  the  said  Erie  for  the  tranquillitie,  peas,  and 
saifti  to  be  had  at  thelleccion  of  the  Mayre  upon  Saint  Blase  day, 
which  contents  of  the  said  lettres  duly  considerd  by  the  said 
Mayre,  Aldermen  and  his  brether,  it  was  determyned  that  at  the 
contemplacion  of  the  Kings  letters  and  the  said  Erie  the  forsaid 
Maister  Richard  and  Maister  Thomas  shuld  be  spared  for  this 
yere  commyng  of  any  office  bering  within  this  Citie.  Notwith¬ 
standing  it  was  thoght  by  the  said  Counsaill  that  the  Maire  shuld 
comon  with  theme  both,  to  wit,  what  they  wold  yeve  to  the 
comon  wele  for  there  discharge. 

fo.  152.  The  Absence  of  Sir  John  Harrington. 

Friday  3  February  1484-5.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwisshe, 
Mayor,  Thomas  Asper,  5  of  the  xij,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

Was  red  the  Kings  lettres  for  thexcuse  of  thabsence  of  Maister 
John  Haryngton  as  herafter  foloweth  ;  and  also  it  was  aggreed  that 
Robert  Jarton,  merchaunt,  shuld  have  in  ferme  the  Crane  for  vj 
yeres  yelding  yerely  for  the  same  x  marcs. 

fo.  154b.  The  late  riotous  Assembly. 

Sunday  11  Feb  1484-5.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwissh, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  aggreed  that  such  personnes  as  was  indited  of  riot  at 
the  sessions  of  peaz  within  the  Citie,  the  morow  of  Saint  William 
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day,  dwelling  within  the  wapentak  of  Aynsty  shuld  be  esely 
entretid  with  by  the  Sheruffs  of  the  said  Citie. 

And  also  it  was  aggreed  by  the  Counsaill  that  maister  Richard 
Latomer,  for  his  discharg  within  the  said  Citie,  shall  pay  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Chambre  five  marks,  and  maister  Thomas  Wharff 
shuld  pay  to  the  said  use  v  pounds  without  any  lesse  pains. 

fo.  155b.  Choice  of  a  Common  Mason.  The  New  Mayor. 

Tuesday  15  February  1484-5.  Present — Thomas  Wrangwish, 
Mayor,  5  of  xii,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  within  the  Guild¬ 
hall,  where  and  when  it  was  aggreed  and  determyned  that  Thomas 
Briggs,  mason,  shuld  be  Common  Mason  of  the  said  Citie  during 
the  terme  of  his  liffe,  percaving  yerely  for  the  same  fees  and  wags 
thereunto  accustomed  and  belonging,  in  as  large  forme  as  Robert 
Davison,  mason,  late  decesed  had  the  same. 

And  the  same  day  in  the  said  Guildhall,  Master  Nicholas 
Lancastre  toke  his  othe  of  Maraltie  before  the  Comons  ther  being 
present,  unto  whome  alle  thies  persones  above  written  was  sworne 
in  and  other  accustomed. 

And  the  same  day  and  place  John  Hastings  was  elect  to 
bere  the  swerd. 

fo.  156.  Ordinances  for  the  City. 

Mem.  that  upon  a  bill  presented  by  the  Comons  of  this  Citie 

in  the  Guihald  of  the  same  in  the  fest  of  Saint  Mathewe  the . 

day  of  the  moneth  of  Octobre  in  the  secund  yere  of  the  reigne  of 
King  Richard  the  third,  of  certain  articles  contigned  in  the  same, 
it  was  by  thole  Counsaill  of  the  said  Citie  ennacte  and  established 
that  suche  acts  as  herafter  folowethe  shuld  be  keped  and  per¬ 
formed  for  ever. 

Furst  that  the  common  seal  of  the  Citie  be  duly  kepid  and 
not  to  be  deliverd  ne  sealed  therwith  without  thassent  of  all  the 
Comons  or  at  lest  (blank) 

Also  that  where  there  be  officers  to  the  Kings  Mase  and 
Swerd  it  is  ennact  that  they  be  able  and  discrete  and  of  abilitie 
to  ride  or  go  at  all  tymes  when  they  be  commaunded  to  do  any 
service  for  the  worship  of  the  said  Citie,  in  dischargeing  the  grete 
costs  whiche  diverse  tymes  hathe  be  borne  by  the  Chambre,  as  in 
electing  oone  of  the  Aldermen  of  this  Citie  to  be  capitayne.  And 
therfor  it  is  ordaind  and  establisshed  that  ther  be  noo  more  at  any 
tyme  any  of  our  Aldermen  to  be  captayn  bot  onely  master  the  mase 
berer  and  swerd  berer. 

Also  that  the  Sargiaunts  that  beryth  the  Mases  which  wer 
instaunter  discharged  of  their  offics  and  othir  put  in  for  them,  and 
soo  two  were  having  fees  for  oone  office,  have  frome  hensfurthe 
none  suche  fee  of  the  Chambre. 
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Also  that  the  Officers  of  the  Mase  and  Swerd  and  the  vi 
Sargiaunts  shalnot  sell  there  offices  in  any  wise  to  any  othir,  and 
if  they  depart  from  their  said  offices  than  the  said  Officers  to  be 
chosen  and  elect  by  the  Mayre  and  his  brether  and  with  thassent 
of  the  Comons. 

Also  that  the  streets  of  this  Citie  and  suburbs  of  the  same 
be  clenely  kepid  and  wekely  sweped  at  the  sight  of  the  officers  of 
the  Maire  in  there  wards  upon  payne  of  forfaitting  of  ther  office. 

Also  it  is  ennact  and  establisshed  that  the  comon  powters1 
that  cometh  to  the  citie  with  polan  sell  there  pulan  in  noo  place 
but  in  the  common  market,  called  Thursday  market,  and  not  in 
noo  houses.  And  that  noo  caters  nor  huksters  nor  inholders  goo 
to  bie  noo  vitaill  but  in  the  common  market  when  it  is  holden, 
and  that  they  goo  not  from  bar  to  bar  to  forstall  any  vitall  that 
comethe  to  the  market,  upon  a  payne  to  be  sessed  by  the  Maire  for 
the  tyme  being,  provided  that  suche  contre  folke  that  brings 
polan  or  other  things  to  the  citie  to  be  sold  shall  sell  there  vitaill 
in  whether  they  woll,  soo  that  they  be  no  comon  powters. 

fo.  157b.  Carrying  Weapons. 

Friday  4  March  1484-5.  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor, 
8  of  the  xij ,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  and  ordand  that  from  hensforth  ther  shall 
noo  maner  of  man,  except  he  be  a  knight  or  a  squire  of  honour,  shall 
were  nor  bere  no  swerd  within  this  Citie,  upon  payne  of  forfaitting 
of  the  same,  and  his  bodie,  at  the  Maires  pleasere. 

The  City  Boundaries.  The  office  of  gentleman  to  the  Sword. 

Mem.  that  the  Weddynsday  the  xj  day  of  Marche  in  the  yere 
abovesaid  in  the  guildhall  of  this  Citie  the  Maire  shewed  unto  the 
Comons,  there  being  present,  how  he  was  determined  and  his 
brether  also  upon  Monday  next  to  goo  and  see  the  bounds  of  this 
Citie,  wherfor  he  commaunde  that  of  iiij  or  ij  of  evere  Craft  within 
the  said  Citie,  ij  old  and  ij  yong,  or  j  old  and  othir  yong,  shuld 
attend  upon  hyme  the  same  day  to  see  the  said  bounds. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  the  Maire  demaunded  the  said 
Comons  to  shewe  there  mynd  enent  thelleccion  of  John  Hastings, 
gentilman  to  the  Swerd,  for  soo  moch  as  it  was  surmised  within 
this  Citie  (fo.  158b)  that  the  said  John  Strangwisshe  was  not 
discharged  by  tholle  Commonaltie  of  this  Citie,  unto  whome  the 
said  Comons  answerd  and  graunted  the  said  office  with  there  hole 
voice  unto  the  said  John  Hastings  without  conterdiccion  of  any 
man. 

fo.  159b.  Calling  a  man  a  Scot. 

Mem.  that  the  xij  day  of  Marche  in  the  secund  yere  of  King 
Richard  (1484-5)  reigne  in  the  counsaill  Chambre  upon  Ouse 

1  Powters  ;  poulterers. 
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Brig,  the  Maire  upon  the  sight  of  evident  writing  concernyng  the 
declaracion  of  oone  Alex.  Ambler,  that  he  is  a  true  Inglishman, 
charged  and  commaunded  under  the  peyne  of  xx8  one  Hugh  Glover, 
and  othre  taking  his  part,  and  also  Alex.  Ambler,  glover,  and  othre 
glovers,  conciticyns  of  this  Citie,  taking  bis  part,  appering  per¬ 
sonally  before  hym,  that  nother  of  them  nor  othre  taking  ther  part 
herafter  attempt  any  thing  ayenst  other  in  word  or  dede,  which 
peyne  shalbe  paid  and  content  by  the  partie  that  offendeth  in 
this  behalve,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  said  Hugh  nor  other  there 
being  present  call  the  said  Alex  a  Scot  or  Scotishman  under  the 
payne  abovesaid. 


fo.  160.  The  Case  of  Katherine  Bassingburne. 

Sunday  in  the  third  week  of  Lent.  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  7  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs, 
10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  upon  Oouse  brig 
where  and  when  certain  the  Kings  lettres  directed  unto  the  Maire 
for  thexaminacion  of  a  bill  of  complaint  porrected  unto  his  grace 
on  the  behalve  of  Kateryn  Bassingburne,  doghter  to  Thomas 
Worcetour,  late  of  this  Citie,  ayenst  the  wife  of  oone  Henry  Faucet, 
and  executrix  of  the  testament  of  the  same,  concernyng  the  right 
and  title  of  a  tenement  with  thappertenaunces,  late  belonging 
unto  the  said  Thomas  Worcetour,  Hying  in  North  strete  within  the 
said  Citie,  wer  red.  Oone  John  Lewes,  serjaunt  at  armes  unto  the 
Kings  highnesse,  for  the  partie  of  the  said  Kateryn  and  the  forsaid 
executrix  of  the  said  Henry  personally  appering.  Wherupon 
certain  lettres  testimoniall  in  favour  of  the  said  Kateryn  wer 
shewed  in  part  of  suche  prove  as  she  pretends  to  have  in  the 
premisses  and  examined  in  forme  folowing  herafter.  After  the 
which  the  parties  had  day  Friday  next  commyng  to  here  and 
understand  further  in  the  same. 

And  moreover  the  mater  hanging  in  travaux  betwix  the 
sawers  and  wrights  concernyng  the  bring  furth  of  the  padgeant 
of  Fergus  was  continued  also  unto  the  said  day. 


fo.  163.  Letter  from  the  King.  Pageant  Regulations. 

Wednesday,  xix  April  2  Richard  III  (1485).  Present — 

Nicholas  Lancaster,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  where  and  when 
ther  was  shewed  and  red  the  Kings  lettres  direct  to  the  Mayre  and 
his  brether,  wheroff  the  tenour  herafter  foloweth  :  wherapon  it  was 
determyned  that  the  Kings  comaunde,  mynd  and  especiall  mynd 
insert  in  the  said  lettres  shulde  in  evere  thing  be  kept  and  put  in 
execucion  to  thuttermost  of  the  same. 
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Also  it  was  determyned  that  the  tapiters,  cardemakers  and 
lynwyves  of  this  Citie  be  togader  annexid  to  the  bringing  furth 
of  the  padgeants  of  the  tapiter  craft  and  cardmaker,  soo  that  the 
Padgeant  called  Fergus  late  broght  furth  by  the  lynweves  be  laid 
apart. 

Also  that  all  such  personnes  as  well  men  of  the  church  as 
other  maks  both  clasps,  dog  colers,  chapes,1  gurdills  or  other  maner 
gere  or  harnesse  belonging  to  the  girdler  craft,  within  the  precincts 
of  this  Citie,  where  they  may  be  founden,  be  contributors  to  the 
Craft  of  Girdlers  and  bring  furth  of  ther  Padgeants,  and  pay  eche 
of  theme  double  and  twise  as  moch  as  oone  of  the  said  Craft. 
Also  it  was  determyned  that  Rowland  Armoorour  shuld  have  for 
his  riding  to  London  in  messags  for  the  well  of  the  Citie  x8. 

fo.  163b.  Letter  from  the  King  against  Sedicious  Words. 

Trusty  and  wel  belovid  we  grete  you  wele.  And  where  it  is 
soo  that  diverse  sedicious  and  evil  disposed  personnes  both  in  our 
Citie  of  London  and  elleswher  within  this  our  Realme,  enforce 
themself  daily  to  sowe  sede  of  noise  and  disclaundre  agaynest  our 
persone  and  ayenst  many  of  the  lords  and  estats  of  our  land,  to 
abuse  the  multitude  of  our  subgetts  and  averte  ther  mynds  from  us, 
if  they  coude  by  any  meane  atteyne  to  that  ther  mischivous  entent 
and  purpose,  some  by  setting  up  of  billes,  some  by  messags  and 
sending  furthe  of  false  and  abhominable  langage  and  lyes,  some  by 
bold  and  presumptuos  opne  speche  and  communicacion  oon  with 
other,  wher  thurgh  the  innocent  people  whiche  wold  live  in  rest 
and  peas,  and  truly  under  our  obbeissance  as  they  oght  to  doo, 
bene  gretely  abused,  and  oft  tymes  put  in  daungirs  of  ther  lives, 
lands  and  goods,  as  ofte  as  thay  folowe  the  stepps  and  devises  of 
the  said  sedicious  and  mischevous  persones,  to  our  grete  hevynesse 
and  pitie;  for  remedie  wherof,  and  to  thentent  the  truth  opinlye 
declared  shuld  represse  all  suche  false  and  untoward  invencions, 
we  now  of  late  called  before  us  the  Maire  and  Aldermen  of  our 
Citie  of  London,  togidder  with  the  moost  sadde  and  discrete 
persones  of  the  same  Citie  in  grete  nombre  being  present,  and  many 
of  the  lords  spirituel  and  temporel  of  our  land,  and  the  substance 
of  all  our  housland,  to  whom  we  largely  shewed  our  true  entent 
and  mynd  in  all  suche  things  as  the  said  noise  and  disclaundre 
renne  upon,  in  suche  wise  as  we  doubt  not  all  wel  disposed  personnes 
were  and  be  therwith  right  wele  content,  where  we  also  at  the  same 
tyme  gafe  straitley  in  charge  as  well  to  the  said  Maire  as  to  all 
othre  our  officers,  servaunts  and  feithfull  subgietts  whersoever 
they  be,  that  from  hensfurth  as  oft  as  they  find  any  persone  speking 
of  us,  or  any  othre  lord  or  estate  of  this  our  land,  othrewise  than  is 
according  to  honour,  trouth,  and  the  peas  and  ristfulnesse  of  this 
our  realme,  or  telling  of  tales  and  tidings,  wherby  the  people  might 

1  Chapes;  a  plate  of  metal  with  which  anything  is  covered,  overlaid  or 
ornamented,  N.E.D, 
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be  stird  to  commocions  and  unlawfull  assembles,  or  any  strife  and 
debate  arise  betwene  lord  and  lord,  or  us  and  any  of  the  lords  and 
estats  of  this  our  land,  theye  take  and  arrest  the  same  persons  unto 
the  tyme  he  have  be  broght  furthe,  hyme  or  them  of  whom  he 
understode  that  that  is  spoken  and  so  (fo.  164)  proceding  from  oon 
to  othre  unto  the  tyme  the  furnisher,  auctor  and  maker  of  the 
said  sedicious  speche  and  langage  be  taken  and  punyshed  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  deserts.  And  that  whosoever  furst  finde  any  sedicious 
bille  set  up  in  any  place  he  take  it  downe  and  without  reding  or 
shewing  the  same  to  any  othre  persone  bring  it  furthwith  unto  us 
or  some  of  the  lords  or  othre  of  our  Counsaill.  All  which  direccions, 
chargs  commaundements,  soo  by  us  taken  and  yevene  by  our 
mouthe  in  our  Citie  of  London,  we  notifie  unto  you  by  this  our 
lettres,  to  thentent  that  ye  shewe  the  same  within  all  the  placs  of 
your  jurisdiccion,  and  see  there  the  due  execucion  of  the  same  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  as  ye  woll  eschewe  our  grevous  indignacion  and 
answere  unto  us  at  your  extreme  perill.  Yevene  undre  our  signet 
at  our  Citie  of  London  the  vth  day  of  Aprill. 

By  the  King.  To  our  trusty  and  wellbeloved  the  Maire 
and  his  Brethir  of  our  Citie  of  York. 


fo.  164b.  Allowance  to  the  Recorder. 

Friday  30  April  1485.  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor, 
6  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  &  7  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  that  Miles  Metcalf,  Recorder  of  this  Citie, 
for  his  grete  labour  which  he  hath  had  for  the  well  of  the  same  at 
the  kings  eschequer  enent  thalloccacion  of  the  patent  of  the  fe  ferme 
in  the  same  and  other  his  grete  labours  over  hys  expensez  daily 
iiij8  by  the  day — v11. 

fo.  165.  An  Affray. 

Friday  13  May  1485.  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor, 
8  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  that  a  letter  shuld  be  consaled  to  be  direct 
to  the  lords  of  Warwick,  Lincoln  and  other  of  the  Counsaill  at 
Sheriff  Hoton  frome  the  Maire  and  his  brether,  shewing  how  oone 
of  the  forest  made  affray  upon  oone  of  the  conciticyns  in  Bowthame, 
called  Robert  Day  ;  and  was  takyn  away  and  rescued  by  diverse 
of  the  said  forest  into  the  breche  of  the  fraunchesse  of  the  said 
Citie,  desiring  hyme  therfore  to  send  in  agane  the  said  persone 
that  made  the  saide  affray  ther  to  be  punysshed  according  to  the 
statuts  of  the  Citie  and  thonour  of  the  same. 


fo.  166b.  A  Pestilence. 

5  June  1485. 

Mem.  that  the  fift  day  of  Juyn,  in  the  secund  yere  of  the 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


117 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

reigne  of  King  Richard  the  third . 1  cam  in  proper  persone 

before  Nicholas  Lancastre,  May  re,  and  shewed  howe  oone  Robert 

Heworth  of  York,  shomaker,  unto  whome  the  said . stode 

apprentise,  licensed  hyme  for  fere  of  the  plage  of  pestilence2  that 
reigned,  to  depart  from  his  service  unto  his  proper  trends,  and 

that  he  the  said . shuld  wele  and  truly  come  agane  to  his 

service  unto  the  said  Robert  Heworth  assone  as  it  shall  pleas  our 

lord  Jeshu  to  sease  the  said  plage,  the  forsaid .  made  a 

bodily  othe  upon  tholy  Evangelists  before  the  said  Maire,  desiring 
his  lordship  to  testifie  the  same. 

fo.  167b.  Sword  bearer  and  Mace  bearer  chosen. 

Wednesday  6  July  3  Richard  III  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  aggreed  by  the  more  part  of  the  Counsaill  and  at  last 
by  tholl  Counsaill  that  John  Strangwissh  shuld  have  thoffice  of 
Swerd  berer,  as  he  had  to  fore  ;  and  John  Hastings  was  the  same 
day  by  the  reason  of  the  deth  of  John  Brakanbury,  at  the  con- 
templaccon  of  the  Kings  highnesse,  admytte  to  thoffice  of  Mase 
berer  with  wags  and  fees  accustumed  to  the  same. 

fo.  168.  Call  to  Arms. 

Friday  after  the  Feast  of  S*  Thomas  the  Martyr,  8  July  1485. 
Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  4  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre  within  the  Guihall 
of  this  Citie,  where  and  when  it  was  thoght  by  the  Counsaill  ther 
present  that  such  bill  of  proclamacion  as  was  ther  shewed  by  the 
Mayre,  deliverd  unto  hyme  on  the  Kings  behalve  by  the  Sheref 
of  the  Shire,  to  be  proclamed  thrugh  out  the  Citie  shuld  be  shewed 
unto  the  seirchours  of  evere  Craft  within  this  Citie,  which  shall 
have  in  commaundement  by  the  Mayre,  that  evere  man  of  any 
Craft  within  this  Citie  forsaid,  being  fraunchest,  be  redie  defensibly 
areyed  to  attend  upon  the  Mayre  of  this  Citie  and  his  Brether  for 
savegard  of  the  same  to  the  Kings  behave  or  other  ways  at  his 
commaundment. 

Landing  of  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond.  Messenger  sent  to  the  King. 

Measures  for  the  defence  of  the  City. 

Drake,  Eboracum,  p.  120.3 

Martis  post  festum  assumptionis  B.M.V.  16  August  1485. 

It  was  determyned  that  John  Sponer,  Serjaunt  to  the  Mase, 
shuld  ride  to  Notingham  to  the  Kings  grace  to  understand  his 
pleyser  as  in  sending  up  any  of  his  subgietts  within  this  Citie  to  his 
said  grace  for  the  subduyng  of  his  ennemyes  late  arryved  in  the 
parties  of  Wallez,  or  otherwise  it  be  disposed  at  his  moost  high 
pleyser. 

1  Blank  in  the  original.  2  Pestilence;  this  was  the  Sweating  Sickness. 

3  Entries  up  to  30  September  are  now  missing  from  the  House  Book 
and  for  the  sake  of  completeness  are  here  copied  from  Drake. 
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Also  it  was  determyned  that  all  such  Aldermen  and  other  of 
the  Counsaill  as  was  sojournyng,  for  the  plage  that  reigneth,  with¬ 
out  the  Citie,  shuld  be  sent  for  to  yeve  ther  best  advises  in  such 
things  as  concerned  the  well  and  safegard  of  this  said  Citie,  with 
othre  inhabiting  within  the  same  Citie  of  the  same  Citie. 

Also  that  evere  warden  of  this  Citie  serch  the  inhabitaunts 
within  his  ward,  that  they  have  sufficient  wapens,  and  aray  for 
ther  defence  and  the  well  of  this  Citie. 

Also  that  ther  shall  proclamacions  be  maid  thrughout  this 
Citie,  that  evere  man  fraunchest  within  this  Citie  be  redie  in  ther 
moost  defensible  aray  to  attend  upon  the  Mayre,  for  the  welfare  of 
this  Citie,  within  an  owre  warnyng,  upon  payne  of  imprisonment  etc.1 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

jo.  169.  80  York  men  to  fight  for  the  King. 

Martis  post  festum  Assumptionis  B.M.V.  19  August  (1485). 
Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  5  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre,  where  and  when  it 
was  determyned  upon  the  report  of  John  Nicholson,  which  was 
commen  home  from  the  Kings  grace  fro  Beskwod,  that  iiijxx  men 
of  the  Citie  defensible  araiyed,  John  Hastings,  gentilman  to  the 
Mase,  being  capitayn,  shuld  in  all  hast  possible  depart  towards  the 
Kings  grace  for  the  subduyng  of  his  ennemyes  forsaid,  wheropon 
evere  parish  in  the  Citie  was  sessid  as  it  appereth  herafter.  And 
that  eevere  sogiour  shuld  have  xs  for  x  days  being  furth  xijd  by 
day.  And  also  that  Counsaill  shuld  mete  at  ij  of  the  clok  at  after 
none  the  same  day  at  the  Yeld  Hall  ther  to  poynt  such  personnes 
as  shuld  take  waigs  and  ther  to  receve  the  same. 

jo.  169.  News  of  the  Battle  and  of  the  King’s  Death. 

Dies  lunae  viz.  xxij  die  Augusti  Anno  Domini  1485  apud 
Rodemore  juxta  Leicestre  fuit  bellum  inter  Dominum  nostrum 
Regem  Ricardum  iii  et  alios  proceres  suos  ex  una  parte,  et  Henricum 
Comitem  de  Richmond  et  alios  proceres  suos  ex  altera  parte.  In 
quo  bello  dictus  Ricardus  Rex  anno  regni  sui  iij°,  Johannes  dux 
Northfolc,  Thomas  Comes  Lincoln,  Thomas  Comes  Surr,  filius 
dicti  ducis,  Francisus  Vicecomes  Lowell,  Dominus  Walterus 
Deveres  Dominus  de  Ferez,  Ricardus  Ratcliff  miles  et  Robertus 
Brakanbury,  miles,  Dominus  Rex  apud  Sandeforth  juxta  Leicestre 
et  alii  in  campo  ibidem,  cum  aliis  quam  pluribus  nobilibus, 
militibus,  armigeris  et  generosis  interfecti  fuerunt. 


The  King’s  Death.  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  asking  for  help. 
Drake,  pp.  120,  121. 

Tuesday,  Vigil  of  Sl  Bartholomew  23  August. 

1  The  original  of  this  document  is  lost.  This  is  from  Drake,  Eboracum, 

p.  120. 
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Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre,  wher  and  when  it 
was  shewed  by  diverse  personnes,  especially  by  John  Spon(er) 
sent  unto  the  Feld  of  Redemore,  to  bring  tydings  from  the  same 
to  the  Citie,  that  King  Richard,  late  lawfully  reigning  over  us,  was, 
thrugh  grete  treason  of  the  Due  of  Northfolk,  and  many  othyr 
that  turned  ayenst  hym,  with  many  othyr  lords  and  nobilitie 
of  thes  North  Partes,  was  pitiously  slane  and  murderd,  to  the  grete 
hevyness  of  this  Citie,  the  names  of  whom  followeth  herafter. 

Wher  fore  it  was  determyned,  for  so  much  as  it  was  that  the 
Erie  of  Northumberland  was  comen  to  Wressel  that  a  lettre  shuld 
be  conveyed  unto  the  said  Erie,  beseching  hym  to  give  unto  them 
his  best  advise  how  to  dispose  them  at  this  wofull  season,  both  to 
his  honor  and  worship,  and  well  and  prouffit  of  this  Citie.  The 
Tenor  wherof  followeth. 

To  etc.  the  Erie  of  Northumberland. 

Right  potent  and  right  noble,  our  moost  honorable,  especial, 
and  singular  good  Lord,  in  our  moost  humble  wise  we  recommend 
us  unto  your  good  Lordship  loving  Almighty  God  of  your  home 
cummyng  at  this  wooful  season,  beseching  your  good  lordship 
to  be  towards  us  and  this  Citie  as  ye  have  ben  hertofore  right  good 
and  tendre  lord,  and  so  to  advertise  us  at  this  tyme,  as  may  be 
to  the  honor  of  your  Lordship,  the  well  and  prouffit  of  us  and  sauffe- 
gard  of  this  said  Citie,  wherunto  we  shall,  apply e  us  both  with 
bodie  and  goods,  and  to  owe  unto  your  Lordship  our  faithful  herts 
and  true  service.  Further  we  beseech  your  Lordship  to  geve  full 
faith  and  credence  unto  our  Servant,  John  Nicholson,  the  berer 
herof,  in  such  things  as  he  shall  shewe  unto  your  Lordship  of  our 
behalve  ;  and  the  blessed  Trinity,  etc. 

Yours  etc. 

Maire,  Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  xxiv  of  the  Counsail  of  the  Citie 
of  York,  with  thole  Communalitie  of  the  same. 

Arrangement  for  meeting  Sir  Henry  Percy.  The  Mayor  and  Council  visit 

Sir  Roger  Cotam. 

Drake  p.  121. 

Wednesday  Feast  of  S*  Bartholomew  23rd  August. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre,  wher  and  when  it 
was  determined  that  the  Maire  with  his  brethre  shuld  attend  and 
mete  Sir  Henry  Percey  at  ij  o’  the  clok  at  afternone  at  the  Miln 
in  the  strete  without  Walmgate-Bar,  ther  to  understand  how  they 
shall  be  disposed  enent  the  King’s  grace  Henry  the  Sevent,  so 
proclamed  and  crouned  at  the  feld  of  Redemore. 

Also  it  was  determined  that  oon  Sir  Roger  Cotam,  Knight 
unto  the  said  King’s  Grace,  now  comen  to  this  Citie  to  proclame 

the  said  King  Henry,  shuld  be  presented  with  ii . and  ii 

gallons  of  wyne  at  the  Chambre  Cost. 
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Also,  John  Nicholson,  which  was  sent  to  Wressell  to  the 
Erie  of  Northumberland,  with  writing,  appered  in  the  Counsail 
Chambre,  and  shewed  how  it  was  shewed  unto  hym  by  Sir  Henry 
Percy  being  ther,  that  the  said  Erie  was  with  the  King  at  Leicestre 
for  the  well  of  himself  and  this  Citie,  and  that  the  said  Sir  Henry 
wold  be  at  the  Milne  without  the  Bar  as  above.  Wherfore  it  was 
determined  to  meet  with  hyme  ther. 

Also  the  same  day,  for  so  much  as  the  forsaid  Sir  Roger 
Cotam  durst  not  for  fere  of  deth  come  thrugh  the  Citie  to  speake 
with  the  Maire  and  his  Brethre,  it  was  thought  that  thy  shuld  goo 
unto  him,  wherupon  the  Maire  and  his  Brethre  went  unto  the 
Sign  of  the  Boore,  and  ther  they  speak  with  the  said  Knight,  which 
shewed  unto  them  that  the  King  named  and  proclamed  Henry 
the  VII  grete  them  well,  and  wold  be  unto  them  and  this  Citie  as 
good  and  gratiouse  Soveraign  Lord  as  any  of  his  Noble  Progenitors 
was  before,  with  othyr  words  of  comforth  ;  wherof  the  Maire  and 
his  Brethre  thankes  him  moch  and  soo  departed. 

Also  it  was  determined  that  such  Sogiers  as  went  furth  of 
this  Citie  having  wages  for  x  dayes,  xijd  by  the  day,  and  was 
furth  but  iiij  dayes  and  a  half,  shuld  have  wages  for  vj  dayes  and 
no  more,  and  the  residue  of  the  mony  to  be  repaid  to  the  chamber- 
laynes,  to  pay  to  such  parishes  as  paid  the  same. 

Members  of  the  Council  to  Visit  the  new  King.  Royal  Proclamation. 
Drake  pp.  121-122. 

Thursdy  after  the  Feast  of  S*  Bartholomew  25  August  1485. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre,  wher  and  when  it 
was  determined  that  William  Wells,  William  Chimney,  Robert 
Hawk  (?  Hancock),  Aldermen,  William  Tayte  and  John  Hag  of 
the  xxiv  shall  ride  unto  the  Kings  Grace,  Henry  the  VII,  in  the 
name  of  th’ole  bodie  of  this  Citie,  beseching  his  Grace  to  be  good 
and  gracious  Lord  unto  this  Citie  as  othyr  his  noble  Progenitours 
hath  ben  to  fore,  and  to  confirme  of  his  most  habundant  Grace  all 
such  Franchises,  Liberties,  Fees,  and  Freedoms,  as  hath  ben 
granted  to  the  said  Citie  hertofore  by  his  said  noble  Progenitours  ; 
and  that  ther  be  several  letters  made  as  well  to  the  Erie  of  North¬ 
umberland  as  the  Lord  Stanelay,  for  the  good  speed  of  the  prem¬ 
ises  :  also  that  the  said  Aldermen  and  11  of  the  xxiiij  be  accom- 
panyed  with  xv  yomen  and  horses,  and  have  gownes  of  Must 

Deviles  and  ther . gownes  of  othyr  colour  convenient  for  them; 

and  that  Alexander  Dauson,  Chamberlayn,  ride  with  the  same 
personnes,  and  bere  all  Costs  provided  of  the  Chambre. 

Also,  that  ther  shal  be  a  Proclamacion  mad  thrughout  this 
Citie,  which  Proclamacion  was  delivered  unto  the  Mayre  and  his 
Brethre  by  one  of  the  Kings  Ilerolds,  called  Wyndsore,  in  the 
Counsail  Chambre,  having  upon  hym  a  cote  armor  of  the  armes 
of  England  and  Fraunce  ;  which  Herold  shewed  unto  the  Mayre 
by  mouthe,  that  the  Kings  Grace  grete  hym  and  his  Bredre  wele, 
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and  would  be  as  good  and  gracious  Lord  unto  this  Citie  as  any  of 
his  Progenitours  were  before  him,  with  othyr  moch  wordes  of 
comforth,  Wherfore  he  descrid  hym  on  the  Kings  behalve  to  make 
a  Proclamaccon  after  the  tenor  that  followeth. 

Copia  Proclamationis  Henrici  Regis  Ang.  VII. 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  of  Fraunce, 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  Lord  of  Irland,  strictly  charges  and  com- 
maundeth  upon  peyne  of  deth,  that  no  manner  of  man  robbe  nor 
spoyle  na  manner  of  Commons  comyng  from  the  feld  ;  but  suffre 
theme  to  passe  home  to  ther  cuntrees  and  dwelling  places  with 
their  horses  and  harnesse.  And,  morover,  that  noo  manner  of 
man  take  upon  hym  to  goe  to  noo  gentilmanz  place,  neither  in  the 
cuntree,  nor  within  Cities  nor  Borows,  nor  pike  no  quarells  for  old 
or  for  new  Matters,  but  kepe  the  Kings  Peace  upon  Payne  of 
Hanging,  and  morover  if  ther  be  any  man  affered  to  be  robbed  and 
spoyled  of  his  goods,  let  hym  come  to  Master  Richard  Borow,  the 
Kings  Sergeant  here,  and  he  shall  have  a  Warrant  for  his  Bodie 
and  his  Goods,  unto  the  Tyme  the  Kings  Pleasure  be  knoune — 
and  morover  the  King  assertayneth  yon,  that  Richard,  Due  of 
Gloucestre,  late  callid  King  Richard,  was  slayne  at  a  place  called 
Sandeford,  within  the  Shyre  of  Leicestre  and  brought  dede  of  the 
feld  unto  the  Toune  of  Lecestre,  and  ther  was  laide  oppenly,  that 
every  man  might  se  and  luke  upon  him  ;  and  also  ther  was  slayne 
uppon  the  same  feld,  John,  late  Due  of  Northfolk,  John,  late 
Erie  of  Lincoln,  Thomas,  late  Erie  of  Surrey,  Fraunceys  Vicount 
Lovell,  Sir  Walter  Deveres,  Lord  Ferrers,  Richard  Ratcliff,  Knight, 
Robert  Brachenbury,  Knight  ;  with  many  othyr  Knights,  Squires, 
and  Gentilmen  of  whose  soules  God  have  mercy. 

Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Drake  p.  122. 

Copie  of  a  Letter  directed  to  the  Erie  of  Northumberland 
for  the  good  Spede  forsaid. 

Right  potent  and  right  noble,  our  moost  especial  and  singular 
good  Lord,  in  our  moost  humble  wise  we  recommend  us  unto  your 
good  Lordship,  loving  Almighty  God  of  your  prousprouse  lif, 
the  which  Jesus  continue  in  felicity  both  ghostly  and  bodily, 
thanking  your  good  Lordship  of  your  tendre  luff  and  favor  which 
your  Lordship  ever  hath  borne  towards  us  and  this  Citie,  whom 
we  beseeche  you  continue,  and  in  especial  at  this  Season,  in  the 
which  we  know  right  wele  your  Lordship  unto  us  is  moost  necessarye; 
and  wheras  we  send  up  unto  the  Kings  Grace  iij  of  our  Aldermen, 
and  othyr  of  our  Counsail  Chambre  to  beseche  his  Grace  to  accept 
us  benignely  unto  his  Grace,  graunting  unto  us  and  this  Citie  all 
such  fraunchises,  liberties,  freedoms,  and  annual  fees,  with  all 
othyr  commodities  and  prouffits  unto  the  same  belonging  and 
graciously  graunted  by  all  othyr  his  moost  noble  progenitours  ; 
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we  beseche  your  good  Lordship  in  the  good  furtherance  and 
Spede  herof,  to  shew  unto  our  said  Brethre  your  most  noble 
Advise  how  to  labor  to  the  said  Kings  Grace  for  the  same  ;  and  we 
shall  ever  pray  for  the  Staite  of  you,  right  potent  and  right  noble, 
our  moost  especial  and  singular  good  Lord  in  Felicitie  ever  to 
endure. 

From  York  the  26th  Your  Orators  and  Servants,  the  Mayre, 
day  of  August  Aldermen  and  Sheruffs,  and  xxiv  of  the 

Counsail  of  the  Citie  of  York  with  the 
Communalitie  of  the  same. 

Warrant  to  Arrest  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Sir  Richard  Ratcliffe. 

Drake  p.  122.  Sunday  27  August  1  Henry  VII. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre,  when  and  wher  oon 
Robert  Rawdon,  gentilman,  Sergeant  unto  the  Kings  Grace, 
personally  appered  and  gave  unto  the  Maire  and  the  Counsail  a 
commandement  and  warrant  under  the  Kings  signet  and  signe 
Manual  to  him  direct,  to  attache  Robert  (Stillington)  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  Sir  Richard  Ratcliff,  Knight,  and  to  bring  them  personaly 
unto  his  highness  and  to  sease  into  his  hands  all  their  goods, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  as  it  appereth  more  at  large  in  the 
warrant,  the  tenor  wherof  followeth  herafter.  Wherupon  the  said 
Rawdon  instantly  desired  the  said  Maire  and  Sheriffs  on  the 
Kings  behalve  as  his  true  liege  men  and  subgetts,  that,  in  thexecu- 
tion  of  his  said  warrant,  they  wold  geve  ther  attendaunce,  aid 
and  assistence.  Wherin,  after  som  consultation  upon  the  same,  for 
so  moch  as  the  said  Bishop  was  attached  to  fore  by  oon  Herold 
Wyndsore,  and  Robert  Borow,  gentilman,  the  Kings  servants, 
and  broght  unto  the  Citie,  and  lay  within  the  franchesse  and 
liberty  of  the  same,  and  was  sore  erased,  by  reason  of  his  trouble 
and  carying,  the  Maire  taking  with  hym  the  above-written  of  the 
Counsail  of  the  Chambre,  the  said  Rawdon  and  Rob.  Borow, 
instantly  prepared  to  go  to  the  said  Bishop  to  Master  Neleson 
Place,  to  speke  with  him  ;  being  come  unto  hym  unto  the  said 
Place,  wher  and  when  it  was  appointed  of  the  Consent  of  the  said 
Rawdon,  that  the  said  Bishop  shuld  continue  still  within  the 
said  Citie  for  iv  or  v  Days  for  his  ease  and  rest. 

Copy  of  the  Warrant  is  given  ;  it  states  that  the  Bishop  and 
Ratcliffe  were  “  adherents  and  assist ents  to  our  grete  enemy, 
Richard,  late  Due  of  Gloucestre. 

Guarding  the  City  Gates.  Letter  from  the  King  on  behalf  of  Sir  John  HalewelL 

Drake  p.  123.  Monday  30  August  1  Hen.  7. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre,  wher  and  when  it 
was  determined,  that  the  gates  and  posturnes  of  the  Citie  shuld  be 
shut  evere  night  at  ix  of  the  clock,  and  opened  at  morowning  at 
iiij.  And  that  iiij  men  of  evere  warde  be  warned  to  watch  at  evere 
Gate  evere  night  for  the  safegard  of  the  Citie,  and  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  same.  Also  ther  was  a  lettre  direct  from  the  Kings  Grace 
unto  the  Maire  and  his  Brethre,  charging  them  by  the  same  to  geve 
ther  assistence  and  aide  in  such  matters  as  appereth  in  the  said 
letters,  wherof  the  tenor  followeth. 

By  the  King 

To  our  Trusty  and  Wel-beloved  the  Maire,  Aldermen,  and 
Sherriffs  of  our  Citie  of  York. 

Trusty  and  wel-beloved,  we  grete  you  wele,  and  late  you  wit 
that,  for  diverse  causes  us  touching,  we  send  unto  your  partes,  our 
trusty  and  wel-beloved  servant,  Sir  John  Hale  well,  Knight,  wher- 
fore  we  woll  and  pray  you,  and  upon  that  on  your  Liegeance 
instantly  charge  and  command  you,  that  in  all  such  matters  as  the 
said  Sir  John  shall  shew  unto  you  on  our  behalve,  yee  give  your 
assistence  and  aide,  and  that  yee  ne  faile  therof  as  yee  will  deserve 
of  us  our  especial  thankes. 

Geven  under  our  Signet  at  our  Towne  of  Leycestre.  The 
xxiij  Day  of  August. 

Report  of  members  of  the  Council  who  had  been  with  the  King. 

Drake  p.  123.  Sunday  4th  September  1  Henry  7. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsail  Chambre  within  the  Guildhall 
when  and  wher  it  was  shewed  by  Thomas  Wrangwisshe,  William 
Welles,  William  Chymney,  Aldermen,  William  Tate  and  John  Hag 
of  the  xxiv,  late  sent  unto  the  King  for  the  well  of  this  Citie,  that 
the  said  Kings  Grace  accept  them  in  the  name  of  tholl  Bodie  of 
this  Citie,  graciously  unto  his  Highnesse  graunting  that  the  said 
Citie  should  be  holdein  of  the  same,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  and 
Citizens  of  the  said  City  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  and  all  manner 
of  fraunchisses,  liberties,  freedoms,  graunts,  issues,  and  prouffits 
unto  them  belonging,  in  as  large  and  ample  manner  and  forme, 
with  better,  as  any  of  his  noble  progenitours  had  graunted  to  the 
said  Citie  at  any  tyme  hertofore.  The  which  premisses  was  shewed 
by  the  Mouth  of  the  said  Thomas  Wrangwishe,  not  only  unto  the 
Mayre  and  the  Counsail,  but  also  incontinently  to  the  Commons 
assembled  the  said  day  in  the  Guildhall  forsaid.  After  which  the 
Maire  taking  with  hym  all  above  written  entered  the  Chambre 
agayn,  where,  after  due  thanks  geven  unto  the  said  Thomas 
Wrangwishe  and  his  felows,  for  ther  grete  labor  and  comfortable 
Tidings,  it  was  determined  that  William  Welles  and  William 
Chymney  shuld  towards  their  horsehyre  have  in  reward  xxs, 
and  either  of  the  xxiv  vs.  And  in  this . {ends  here) . 

Books  ii,  hi,  iv. 

fo.  170.  Law  Cases. 

Veneris  pest  Festum  Sancti  Michaelis  30  .September  1485. 
Present — Nicholas  Lancastre,  Maj^or,  4  of  the  xij,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determined  for  as  moch  as  oone  Robert  Watson, 
tailour,  cald  John  Lightfoot,  the  Kings  connestable  asking  the 
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Kings  tax,  “skald  Knayffe”  and  othre  words  of  rebuke,  and  ther- 
opon  was  commit  by  the  Mayre  and  the  said  counsaill  shuld  goo  to 
Bale.  And  the  said  Lightfoot  for  soo  moch  as  he  cald  a  quest  which 
shuld  have  past  betwix  parson  Hay  and  hyme  fals,  and  was  falsly 
forsworne,  shuld  to  Bale  also. 

Also  it  determyned  that  for  somoch  as  Bukhill  Smyth  occupied 
a  fals  busshell,  and  sells  colls  therwith  to  the  grete  hurt  of 
thinhabitaunts  of  this  Citie,  shuld  goo  to  Bale  and  pay  to  the 
chambre  in  name  of  a  fine  xxs  and  the  bushell  to  be  byrnt  upon 
the  Payment. 

Also  where  Thomas  Wright,  fishmonger,  did  attempe  an 
accion  of  Fugitive  ayenst  oone  John  Ruddok,  fisher,  franchest, 
ayenst  the  statuts  of  the  Citie,  and  caused  hyme  to  be  arest  for  the 
which  he  lost  iijs  iiijd  ;  it  was  determyned  that  the  said  Thomas 
shuld  repay  the  said  xld  unto  the  said  Ruddok,  and  no  waie  sewe 
his  playnt  takyn  in  that  behalve,  or  ells  to  be  commyt  to  prison 
unto  the  tyme  he  accomplisshe  the  premissez. 

fo.  170b.  Disturbers  of  the  Peace  to  be  sent  to  Prison. 

The  Bakers  fined. 

Friday  7  October  1486.  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster, 

Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  that  when  it  shall  fortune  herafter  at 
any  tyme  any  franchest  man  or  other  inhabiting  within  the  Citie 
offend  in  word  or  dede  or  contenaunce  ayenst  any  of  the  Chambre 
in  misbehaving  them  seifs  or  making  any  riotts  or  routs  within 
the  Citie,  that  then  it  shalbe  lefull  to  the  Aldermen  and  in  his 
alsence  othre  of  the  wardens  of  the  wards  where  suche  offendours 
inhabits  to  commaunde  the  said  offendours  to  Bale  ther  to  rey- 
mayne  a  convenit  season  after  his  offense  without  taking  furth  by 
the  Mayre  for  the  tyme  being,  which  if  it  fortune  to  doo  shall  for- 
fet  v11  to  the  use  of  the  Chamber. 

Also  it  was  determyned  for  so  moche  as  the  Bakers  of  Citie 
now  of  late  had  noo  brede  baked  within  ther  housez  to  be  sold  to 
the  Comoners  of  this  Citie,  to  the  grete  hurt  of  the  same,  the  said 
bakers  shall  pay  in  name  of  a  fyne  to  the  Chambre  v  marks. 


fo.  171.  The  King  nominates  Richard  Green  as  Recorder. 

Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  9  of  the 

xxiv. 

After  sight  of  letters  from  the  King  directed  to  the  Mayor 
and  his  brethern,  it  was  determyned  at  the  contemplacion  of  the 
said  Kings  lettres  oone  Ric.  Grene ....  shuld  occupie  thoffice  of 
Recorder  of  this  Citie  unto  such  tyme  as  it  shall  pleas  the  Kings 
highnesse  to  call  Miles  Metcalfe,  late  occupying  the  said  office 
unto  his  grace  and  favour. 
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By  the  King. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  [Mayor]  Shireffs  and  Aider- 
men  of  our  citie  [of  York]. 

Trusti  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  for  asmoch 
[as]  we  perfitely  undrestande  that  Miles  Metcalf,  which  as  yit 
occ[upies]  the  rome  and  office  of  Recordour  of  our  Citie  of  York 
hath  doone  mo[ch]  ayenst  us  which  dishableth  hyme  to  exercise 
things  of  auctoritie  concernyng  an  hool  commonaltie,  which  by 

his  sedicous  meanss  might . 1  and  falle  to  diverse  inconvenients. 

We  in  eschewing  the  same . verily  assured  of  the  trouthe  and 

fidelitie  of  our  trusty  and  welb . Grene,  whos  cunnyng  and 

habilitie  sufficeth  as  we  here  to  the . of  the  said  rowme, 

desire  therfor  and  pray  you  that  in  respect . premisses  and 

at  oure  contemplacion  it  woll  like  you  to  have . befor  any 

othere  especially  recommendid.  In  accomplishment  wherof . 

ministre  unto  us  right  singler  pleaser  to  be  remembred  in  any 

. resonable  desires  herafter  desiring  to  to  acertayne  us  of 

your . herin  by  your  servaunt  this  berer. 

Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  our  manour . the  secund 

day  of  Octobre. 

fo.  172.  Proclamation  by  the  King. 

Sundy  8  October  1485.  Present — Nicholas  Lancastre, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  counsaill  chambre  upon  Ouse-brig,  affor  whos  as¬ 
semble  oone  Johnson,  servaunt  to  Sir  Robert  Rither,  Knight, 
deliverid  a  lettre  direct  from  Richard,  Lord  Fitzhugh,  Henry 
Clifford,  Hugh  Hastings  and  Robert  Rither,  Knyghts,  unto  the 
Mayre  of  this  Citie,  commaunding  hyme  by  the  same,  on  the 
Kings  behalve,  to  proclame  a  proclamacion  broght  with  the 
same  lettre  after  the  tenour  ensuyng. 

Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  of  Fraunce 
and  Lord  of  Irlond  to  all  our  subgietts  to  whome  these  our  lettres 
shalbe  shewed,  greting.  For  asmoche  as  many  and  diverse  persones 
of  the  north  parties  of  this  our  land,  knyghts,  esquires,  gentilmen 
and  othre  have  doone  us  now  of  late  grete  displeaser  being  ayenst 
us  in  the  feld  with  the  adversarye  of  us,  enemy  of  nature  and  of  all 
puplique  wele,  which  as  we  be  enfourmed  repenting  ther  defaults, 
desiring  to  doo  us  suche  pleasir  and  service  as  might  reduce  them 
unto  our  grace  and  favour;  we  moved  as  well  of  pitie  as  for  the 
grete  daungers,  perells,  lossys  of  goods  and  lives  that  the  aunce- 
tours  of  thinhabitaunts  of  that  cuntrie  have  borne  and  sufferd 
for  the  quarell  and  title  of  the  moost  famous  Prince,  and  of  blissed 
memorye,  King  Henry  the  Sixt,  our  uncle  ;  and  also  for  that  that 
they  of  thoos  parties  be  necessarye  and  according  to  ther  dutie 
most  defend  this  land  ayenst  the  Scotts,  of  our  especiall  grace 
pardon  to  all  and  everiche  person  or  persones  of  thestate  and  degre 

1  This  page  is  much  damaged  by  water. 
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abovenamed  or  under  of  what  condicon  they  be  of  or  by  what 
name  or  names  they  or  any  of  them  be  callid  or  named  within  our 
counties  of  Notingham,  York,  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and 
Westmerland,  our  Citie  of  York  and  the  Bisshopricke  of  Durham 
and  the  toun  of  Hull  almaner  riotts,  murders,  tresons,  felonyes, 
( fo .  172b.)  insureccons,  confideraccons,  conspiracies  ayenst  ther 
liegeaunces,  doone  and  committed,  and  all  other  offensis  and  tres¬ 
passes  what  so  ever  they  be  by  them  or  by  any  of  them  doone 
ayenst  us  before  the  xxij  day  of  Septembre  in  the  furst  year  of  our 
reigne  :  except  Sir  Ric.  Ratcliff,  Sir  James  Haryngton,  Sir  Robert 
Haryngton,  Sir  Thomas  Pilkyngton,  Sir  Thomas  Broghton,  Sir 
Robert  Medilton,  Thomas  Metcalfe  and  Miles  Metcalfe.  Wherfor 
we  woll  and  graunt  that  all  knights,  esquires,  gentylmen  and  othre 
trustyi  Commons  of  our  counties,  Citie  and  the  Bisshopriche  and 
the  Towne  afforsaid,  except  above  except,  that  woll  sue  to  have  our 
pardon  under  our  grete  seal  shalhave  expedicon  therof  of  our 
Chaunceler  of  England  for  the  tyme  being,  soo  that  they  make 
ther  sute  before  the  test  of  the  Purificacion  of  our  Lady  next 
commyng  after  the  dait  of  thies  presents,  and  all  othre  persones 
of  the  counties,  Citie  and  Busshopriche  and  towne  above  said  as 
be  not  of  powre  to  sue  in  like  forme  for  our  said  pardon,  that  than 
thies  presentez  be  to  theme  sufficient  discharge  ayenst  us  in  the 
law  concernyng  and  towelling  the  premisses.  In  witnesse  wherof 
wee  have  made  thies  our  lettres  to  be  patents,  witnessing  our  self 
at  Westmynster  the  xxiiij  day  of  Septembre  the  first  yere  of  our 
reigne. 

fo.  173.  Absent  Members  of  the  Council  to  return  to  the  City. 

Wednesday,  Feast  of  St  Wilfrid  12  October  1485.  Present — 
Nicholas  Lancaster,  4  of  the  xij,  7  of  the  xxiv.  In  the  Counsaill 
Chambre.  It  was  determyned  that  all  such  of  thaldermen  and  othre 
of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Counsaill  of  the  Chambre  forsaid  shuld  be  sent 
for  by  John  Nicolson,  serjiaunt  to  the  Mase,  to  com  to  the  Citie  and 
kepe  ther  places,  all  excusez  laid  a  parte,  as  well  for  the  well  and 
safegard  of  this  Citie  as  for  ther  goods  and  livelode  within  the  same. 

fo.  173b.  Bond  of  Security  for  the  late  Sheriffs. 

Friday  after  the  Feast  of  S*  Wilfrid,  14  October  1485. 
Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder, 
5  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  Counsaill  Chambre.  It  was  determyned  that  if  John 
Gilyot  and  Thomas  Fynch,  late  Shereffs  of  this  Citie,  whiche  hathe 
paid  and  content  unto  the  Chamberleyns,  now  being,  xxx11  of 
lawfull  ynglysh  money,  parcell  of  lx11  graunted  in  fee  unto  the  said 
Citie  by  the  moost  famous  prince  of  blessed  memory,  King  Richard, 
late  decesid,  to  be  perceyved  by  the  hands  of  Sheruffs  of  the  said 
Citie  for  the  tyme  being,  yerely  in  the  fest  of  Petur  and  Michaelmasse, 
for  the  terme  of  the  said  Michaelmesse  last  past,  be  trowbled, 
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vexed  or  at  any  tyme  herafter  the  said  somme  of  xxx11  be  by  any 
sute  lawfull  oute  of  the  Kings  eschequour  or  othre  wise  by  the 
Kings  commaundement  of  the  said  John  and  Thomas  recceiveid, 
that  then  the  Mayre,  Aldermen  and  othre  of  the  xxiiij  above 
writtyn,  bynds  theme  by  this  present  act,  subscribed  with  ther 
names,  that  the  Chamberleyns  herafter  for  the  tyme  being  shall 
repay  the  said  somme  of  xxx11  unto  the  said  John  and  Thomas,  all 
delay  and  excuse.1 

fo.  175b.  Members  of  Parliament. 

Sunday  22  October  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  Counsaill  Chambre  upon  Ouse  Brig.  It  was  deter- 
myned  by  the  more  part  above  writtyn  that  John  Feryby  and 
Robert  Hancok  shall  attend  upon  the  Kings  Parlement  at  London 
as  Burgegs  for  this  Citie. 

fo.  176.  Letters  to  and  from  the  Archbishop  of  York  and 

from  Sir  Henry  Carnebull. 

Monday  23  October  in  the  year  aforesaid  (1485).  Present — 
Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  Counsaill  Chambre  upon  Ouse  brig.  John  Sponer, 
Sergiaunt  to  the  Mase,  which  late  was  sent  to  Tharchbisshop  of 
York  with  letters  from  the  Maire  and  his  brether  after  the  tenour 
ensuyng,  cam  in  proper  person  before  the  said  Maire  and  thool 
Counsaill  and  deliverid  severall  lettres  from  the  said  Archbisshop 
and  Master  Carnebull  direct  unto  the  said  Mayre  and  his  as  herafter 
foloweth. 

To  the  moost  reverend  Fader  in  God  and  our  moost  especiall 
and  singler  good  lord,  Tharchbisshop  of  York. 

Most  reverend  Fader  in  God,  and  our  moost  especiall  and 
singuler  good  lord,  we  in  the  moost  humble  wise  recommend  us  unto 
your  good  lordship,  thanking  you  in  our  moost  hertly  wise  of  your 
good  lordship  shewed  unto  us  and  this  your  poore  Citie  at  suche 
tyme  as  certain  of  us  was  with  the  Kings  grace  at  Northampton. 
Please  your  said  lordship  to  knaw  that  where  of  late,  Miles  Metcalf, 
which  hathe  hertofor  long  continued  Recordour  of  this  your  Citie 
presentid  hymself  unto  us  being  assembled  in  the  Counsaill 
Chambre  of  the  said  Citie,  shewing  unto  us  how  that  he  ne  doubtid 
to  be  excusid  of  suche  haynous  things  as  was  laid  ayenst  hyme 
touching  his  extreme  demeanaunce  ayanst  the  Kings  grace,  as  it 
is  said,  and  trustid  verily  to  be  in  the  Kings  favour  for  the  whiche 
he  had  maid  and  daily  intendeth  to  make  suyt  unto  my  Lord 
Fitzhugh  and  othre  his  good  lords,  whos  favour  and  labours  may 
prouffit  hyme  in  this  behalve,  desiryng  the  continuance  of  our 
favours  ayenst  hyme,  as  far  as  we  lawfully  might  in  the  (fo.  176b) 

1  All  present  at  the  meeting  have  subscribed  their  names  to  this 
document. 
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meane  tyme  ;  and  therupon  soo  departed  ;  after  the  whiche  oone 
John  Eglisfeld,  late  servaunt  of  the  said  Chambre  in  office  of 
Swerd  berer,  which  for  that  was  empeched  of  treason  for  coignen- 
yng,  and  evidently  convicte  of  incontinencye  of  his  bodie  with 
many  wifs  servaunts  and  othre  women  of  the  said  Citie,  besids 
many  his  wilfull  and  presumptuouse  attemptats  as  well  ayenst  the 
Maior  and  us  as  othre  of  the  said  Citie,  and  for  other  his  demerits 
was  expulsed  from  his  said  office,  for  the  whiche  he  hath  borne 
hevy  hert  toward  us  ever  sith  ;  and  now  of  late  willing  to  execute 
his  malicouse  mynd  by  colour  of  that  at  the  said  Miles  entred 
communicacion  with  us,  as  is  before  rehersed,  hath  called  us 
traitours  and  othrewise  usid  unfitting  langage  and  demenaunce, 
shewing  that  he  shuld  compleyne  on  us  unto  the  Kings  grace,  and 
therupon  he  departed  out  of  this  Citie  toward  the  King  as  it  is  said. 
My  lord,  we  be  the  Kings  true  subgietts,  and  daily  endevours  us  to 
our  grete  peyne  and  charge  to  doo  that  thing  which  shuld  content 
the  Kings  grace,  you  and  othre  nobles  of  his  moost  discrete  coun- 
saill,  being  right  gretely  inquieted  by  the  sedicious  demenaunce 
of  the  said  John  Ecclisfeld,  whome  bot  for  that  he  sheweth  himself 
to  be  the  Kings  servaunt  we  wold  have  punyshed  after  the  Kings 
lawes  according  to  his  offences.  Please  it  therfor  your  good  lordship, 
in  whome  we  put  our  singler  comford  above  all  creatours  lifting, 
resorting  unto  you  as  for  our  socour  and  aide  at  all  tymes  of  nede, 
to  shew  the  premissez  unto  the  Kings  grace  for  our  acquitall 
ayenst  the  maliciouse  report  of  the  said  John,  obteiynyng  of  the 
same  his  especiall  licence  that  we  may  without  blame  execute  his 
lawes  as  far  as  to  us  shall  apperteyne,  as  well  ayenst  the  said 
John  as  othre  his  true  ligemen  and  subgietts,  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Citie  for  the  tyme  offending.  And  furthermore  make  report 
unto  his  said  grace  that  at  contemplacion  and  redeing  of  his  most 
noble  lettres  to  us  of  late  directed,  wherof  we  send  unto  you  a 
copie  herin  closed,  [jo.  177)  we  have  accepted  Ric.  Grene  to  thoffice 
of  Recordour  forsaide  toccupie  the  same  unto  such  tyme  the  said 
Miles  may  atteyne  to  have  the  Kings  grace  according  to  the  desire 
of  the  said  Richard.  And  we  shalbe  your  continuall  servaunts  and 
daily  pray  to  God  for  the  preservacion  of  you,  moost  reverend 
Fader  in  God,  our  moost  especiall  and  singler  good  lord  in  felicitie 
long  to  endure. 

From  York. 

To  the  worshipfull  and  my  right  entierly  beloved  freinds  the 
Maire,  Aldermen  and  othre  of  the  Counsaille  of  the  Chambre  of  the 
Citie  of  York. 

Worshipfull  and  right  well  belovyd,  I  commaunde  me  unto 
you,  and  let  you  wit  that  yisterday  I  receyved  from  you  a  letter 
deliverd  at  Stamford  by  this  berer,  whiche  with  my  writings  I 
sent  immediately  unto  the  Kings  grace,  not  oonely  to  shewe  unto 
the  same  your  good  disposicions,  but  also  if  any  man  wold  meane  to 
hinder  you  unto  his  highnesse  by  informacion  sinister,  that  ye  in 
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noo  wise  shuld  therby  be  hurted  as  more  largely  I  shall  shew  you 
at  my  commyng  to  Bisshopthorp,  whiche  shalbe  on  Saterday  next, 
with  the  grace  of  God;  who  have  you  ever  in  keping.  At  Grantham 
on  Saturday  the  xxij  day  of  Octobre. 

T.  Ebor. 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  my  especiall  good  masters  the 
Maire,  Aldermen  and  othre  of  the  Chambre  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

After  my  dutie  with  recommendacion  unto  your  good  wor- 
shippe,  pleas  it  the  same  to  wit  that  at  Stamford  yisterday,  my 
lord  being  at  his  dener,  your  servaunt,  this  berer,  delivered  hyme 
your  letters  ( fo .  177b),  which  with  his  owne  writings  he  sent 
imediately  unto  the  Kings  grace  for  such  causes  concernyng  you 
and  the  commune  wele  of  your  Citie  as  is  contigned  in  his  letter 
of  aunswere  now  sent  you  by  your  said  servaunt,  that  it  wold 
pleas  you  to  desier  of  me  in  helping  of  his  hasty  expedicion  I 
thaunk  you  in  myne  hertiest  maner  and  eftsones  and  ayene  I 
thanke  you,  acertanyng  you  that  when  I  may  doo  thing  to  your 
pleasurs  and  prouffitts  ye  shalbe  sure  therof  and  of  me  to  the 
uttermost  of  my  pore  lyal  powre,  as  knowethe  God,  who  have  you 
my  right  good  masters,  in  his  moost  mercifull  keping.  At  Grantham 
on  Saturday  the  xxij  day  of  Octobre. 

Yours  in  service  Herry  Carnebull. 

fo.  178.  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  King  Henry  VII. 

Tuesday  25  October  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  4  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  Counsaill  chambre  upon  Ouse  brig  where  and  when  the 
Maire  shewed  unto  the  Counsaille  the  Kings  severall  writings, 
with  a  letter  frome  the  Lord  Clifford  unto  hyme  after  the  tenours 
ensuyng. 

Henricus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  dominus 
Hiberniae  Maiori,  aldermannis  ac  vicecomitibus  Civitatis  mei  Ebor. 
salutem.  Sciatis  quod  dedimus  vobis  potestatem  conjunctim  et 
divisim  recipiendum  sacramentum  totius  communitatis  ejusdem 
civitatis  et  suburbiarum  ibidem  juxta  formam  cujusdam  cedulae 
presentibus  interclusae.  Et  ideo  vobis  et  cuilibet  vestrum  man¬ 
damus  quod  sacramenta  praedicta  a  praefatis  communitatibus 
recipiatis  et  cum  dicta  sic  reciperitis  nobis  in  cancellariam  nostram 
sub  sigillis  vestris  vel  unius  vestrum  distincte  et  aperte  sine  dil- 
atione  reddatis  certiores  hoc  breve  nobis  remittantes.  Teste  me 
ipso  apud  Westmonasterium  xvj  die  octobr.  A.  R.  N.  primo. 
Forma  juramenti  sequitur. 

Ye  shall  swere  that  ye  shall  true  subgiet  and  lige  man  bee  to 
our  soverain  lord  King  Henry  that  now  is,  and  to  his  heyres  kings, 
and  true  feith  and  due  ligeaunge  to  hyme  bere  and  hyme  support, 
aide  and  defend  ayenst  all  erthly  craitures  to  youre  uttrest  powre; 
ye  shall  noo  treason  doo  nor  noon  assent  to;  and  ye  shall  noo  thing 
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know  that  shall  to  his  moost  royall  persone  be  hurtfull  but  ye  shall 
to  your  powre  recist  it  and  shew  it  to  the  king  or  his  counsaille, 
wherby  he  may  have  notice  herof  in  all  hast  possible  ;  ye  shall 
make  no  reteyngnour  nor  be  reteigned  othrewise  than  the  law 
will,  by  othe,  indenture  or  promisse  to  no  maner  persone  contrary 
to  the  kings  lawes,  soo  help  you  god  and  all  seynts  and  by  that 
b  ke  i 

jo.  179.  Letter  from  Lord  Clifford.  Meeting  of  the  Commons 

summoned. 

To  my  right  trusty  and  welbeloved,  the  Mayre  of  York  and 
his  brether. 

Right  trusty  and  welbelovede,  I  commaunde  me  unto  you, 
latting  you  wit  I  am  enfourmed  ther  shuld  be  certaine  evil  disposid 
people  contrary  ayenst  the  Kings  comaundement,  as  in  rising  or 
any  riotts  making  contrary  ayenst  the  King,  that  if  they  or  any 
of  them  com  within  the  citie  to  by  harnesse  or  any  othre  stuffe  that 
ye  arrest  them  and  kepe  them  unto  suche  tyme  as  the  King  may 
doo  his  pleasir  of  them.  Also  if  ther  be  any  man  that  uttreth  any 
langage  ayenst  the  Kings  good  grace  or  any  of  his  true  lords,  that 
ye  in  like  wise  kepe  them  as  ye  woll  aunswere  to  his  good  grace. 
And  if  ye  soo  do  I  doubt  not  bot  ye  doo  the  King  good  service 
and  pleasir,  for  I  let  you  wit  this  is  the  Kings  commaun dement. 
And  God  kepe  you 

H.  Clifford 

After  the  sight  and  reding  of  the  said  writts  and  letter  it  was 
determyned  by  the  Counsaille  that  the  Comons  shalbe  assembled 
the  morow  nex  ensuyng  in  the  Guihald  of  the  said  Citie,  to  make 
the  othe  above  writtyn  unto  the  Kings  grace,  and  to  perfourme  his 
high  commaundement  in  all  othre  things  contigned  in  his  said 
writts 

Also  the  said  day  the  Lord  Clifford  was  certified  by  writyng 
that  his  commaundement  shuld  be  accomplished  according  to  his 
lettres  direct  to  the  said  Mayre 

jo.  179b.  The  Dean  of  York  to  receive  the  oath  of  Allegiance 

from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

Wednesday  24  October  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — 

Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  7  of  the  xij,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

In  the  Counsaill  chambre.  It  was  determyned  that  the  Mayre 
and  his  brether  Aldermen  shall  to  morow  be  assembled  in  the 
Mynster  before  the  Deane  of  the  same,  which  shall  receve  of  the 
said  Mayre  and  Aldermen  by  the  vertue  of  Kings  writ,  as  the  Kings 
commissionary,  the  othe  of  fidelitie  to  be  maid  unto  the  King  now 
being  and  his  heyres,  according  to  a  bill  theropon  maid,  clused  in 
the  said  writ. 

1  Illegible. 
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fo.  1 80b.  The  representatives  for  the  City  attend  Parliament. 

1  November  1485. 

Mem.  that  on  All  Saints  day,  November  1.  Robert  Hancok, 
alderman,  rode  to  London  to  the  Parliament;  and  eight  days  later, 
Richard  York,  alderman,  rode  to  London  to  the  Parliament. 
They  returned  on  December  18. 

On  January  17  Robert  Hancok  rode  to  London  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  on  January  18.  Richard  York  rode  to  London  to  Parliament. 
They  returned  on  March  10. 

fo.  181.  Letters  from  the  King  and  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 

recommending  Richard  Green,  as  Recorder. 

Friday,  Dec.  2.  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Shereffs,  Aldermen 
and  Counsellours  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

By  the  King. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  whereas  we 
late  directed  unto  you  our  especiall  lettres  recommendatories  for 
the  promotion  of  our  well  beloved  servaunt,  Richard  Greyne,  unto 
th  office  of  Recordour  of  our  Citie  there;  it  is  shewed  unto  us  how 
ye  full  diligently  have  endevored  and  applied  you  to  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  our  entent  and  pleaser  in  this  partie  in  making  graunt 
unto  hyme  of  the  same,  wherof  we  be  right  welle  content  and 
pleased  and  thanke  you  therfore,  hereby  praing  you  that  like  as  ye 
have  full  curtasly  begonne  and  doone,  ye  woll  persevere  in  your 
good  willes  unto  our  said  servaunt,  soo  that  he  may  be  putt  in  playne 
and  full  possession  of  the  said  office  in  ample  maner  and  fourme  as 
othre  exercising  the  same  have  been  of  tyme  passed;  wherin  ye 
shall  not  oonely  doo  unto  us  right  good  and  acceptable  pleasir  but 
cause  us  to  have  you  in  the  more  tendre  remembraunce  of  our 
good  grace  in  such  things  as  ye  shal  have  to  pursue  unto  us  in 
tyme  to  come.  Yeven  undre  our  signet  at  our  palais  of  Westminster 
the  xij  day  of  Novembre. 

To  my  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Shereffs, 
Aldermen  and  Comon  Counsaill  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke. 

Right  trusty  and  welbeloved  I  recommend  me  unto  you, 
thanking  you  hertly  of  all  your  faithefull  herts  and  loving  dis- 
posicion  shewed  unto  me  hertofor  and  in  especiall  now  of  laite  in 
my  desease  and  discomforts,  the  which  I  intend  with  Godds 
grace  herafter  to  remember;  and  where  it  hath  liked  our  soverein 
lord  of  his  grace  especiall  to  addresse  unto  you  his  lettres  of 
recommendacion  for  my  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  servaunt, 
Richard  Grene,  for  his  promocion  to  thoffice  of  Recordership  of  the 
citie  of  York,  to  the  which  as  I  am  credeably  enfourmed  at  the 
Kings  contemplacion  ye  have  elect  and  chosen  the  said  Richard 
Grene;  I  thank  you  hertly  in  that  behalve,  trusting  for  diverse 
causes  ye  shall  hold  you  right  wele  content  with  hyme  herafter; 
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furthermore  praying  you  to  repute  and  take  hyme  in  the  said  office 
in  as  large  and  ample  fourme  as  othre  late  hertofor  having  the 
said  office  have  had  and  occupied.  And  if  ther  be  anything  that 
I  may  doo  for  youre  wele  in  any  behalve  ye  shall  finde  me  therunto 
right  wele  and  faithfully  disposed,  as  knoweth  our  Lord,  whoo 
kepe  you. 

Yevene  undre  our  signet  at  London  thexvj  day  of  Novembre. 

Your  hertly  luffer;  H.  Northumberland. 

fo.  181b.  The  answer  to  the  letters  of  the  King  and  the  Earl 
of  Northumberland  deferred  until  the  return  of  the 
City’s  representative  in  Parliament. 

8  December  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 

Lancaster,  6  of  the  xij ,  11  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaille  Chambre  upon  Ouse  brig, 
where  and  when  upon  the  sight  of  the  Kings  lettres,  and  lettres  direct 
to  the  Mayre  and  his  brether  frome  therle  of  Northumberland 
after  the  tenour  ensuyng,  towching  the  pittyng  in  possession  in 
the  office  of  Recordour  of  this  Citie,  oone  Ric.  Grene,  gentilman, 
toccupie  the  same;  it  was  determyned  that  the  answer  of  the  said 
Kings  lettres  shuld  be  put  in  respect1  unto  the  commyng  home  of 
Ric.  York,  John  Feryby,  Robert  Hancok  and  othre  of  the  Counsaill 
of  the  said  Citie,  which  in  that  behalve  shuld  yeve  ther  advice  with 
all  othre  of  the  Counsailer  above  writtyn.  And  the  Friday  after 
next  ensuyng,  the  Counsaill  above  writtyn  assembled  in  the  said 
Chambre,  oone  master  Knygton,  swyre,  personally  present 
hymself  to  the  Mayre  and  Counsaill  desiring  the  same  to  have  an 
answer  of  the  Kings  lettres,  and  lettres  direct  from  therle  above 
writyn  which  he  delivered  to  the  Mare  of  ther  behalves;  wherunto 
the  Mayre  answerd  in  the  name  of  thole  Counsaille  unto  the  said 
master  Knygton,  in  maner  and  forme  and  according  to  the  act 
above  writyn,  which  departed  with  the  same. 

fo.  182.  Answer  to  the  King’s  letter  again  deferred. 

Monday,  12  December  1485.  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster, 
Mayor,  6  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  13  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  Chambre,  where  and  when 
the  Maire  shewed  the  King’s  severall  lettres  direct  unto  the  Maire, 
Shereffs,  Aldermen  and  Commune  Counsaill  of  the  citie  of  York 
for  the  preferrment  of  Ric.  Grene  to  thoffice  of  Recorder  as  is 
specified  in  othre  the  Kings  lettres  hertofore  writyn.  Upon  the 
sight  wherof  the  Counsaill  determyned  that  a  respect  shuld  be 
takyn  in  that  behalve  of  the  answer  of  the  said  lettres  unto  suche 
tyme  as  Ric.  York,  Robert  Hancok  and  othre  of  the  Counsaill  shuld 
resort  unto  the  Citie  to  yeve  ther  advises  in  the  same,  for  so  moch 
as  the  mater  was  of  grete  weght.  the  which  lettres  was  delivered 
unto  the  Maire  by  a  servaunt  of  the  Kings  called  William  Covell; 

1  put  in  respect ;  respited. 
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and  after,  the  same  day  and  place,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Ric. 
Grene,  was  opynly  red,  unto  whome  the  said  Mayre  gafs  answer 
according  to  the  act  above  writyn.  And  upon  reding  of  the  same 
lettres,  the  said  Ric.  Grene  toke  it  furth  of  the  hands  of  the  clerc, 
reder  of  the  same,  without  any  copie  leving,  which  instantly 
desired  by  the  Maire  to  depart  with1  the  said  lettres  ayene,  refused 
soo  to  doo,  and  soo  departed  furth  of  the  Chambre. 

fo.  182b.  Exhibition  of  the  King’s  writ  for  the  protection  of 

Miles  Metcalfe. 

Mem.  that  the  Tuesday  the  xiijth  day  of  December  in  the 
first  yere  of  the  reigne  of  King  Henry  the  vijth  the  Maire,  within 
writyn,  with  certain  Aldermen  his  brether  and  othre  of  the  xxiiij 
of  the  Counsaille  of  chambre  assembled  in  the  Counsaille  chambre 
within  the  Guildhall  of  this  Citie,  opynly  shewed  the  Kings  writ 
closed  in  yalow  wax,  for  Miles  Metcalf,  gentilman,  de  non  moles- 
tando  which  opynly  red  and  declared  at  the  commaundment  of 
the  said  Maire. 

fo.  183.  The  Archbishop  to  be  told  about  the  Recorder  ship. 

The  celebration  of  Christmass. 

Tuesday  14  December  1485.  Present — Nicholas  Lancastre, 
Mayor,  11  of  the  xxvij. 

In  the  Counsaille  chambre  upon  Ouse  brig.  It  was  thoght 
by  the  Counsaille  that  my  lord  Archbisshop  shuld  be  enfourmed 
by  writing  of  thacts  passed  by  the  Counsaille  and  all  othre  things 
determyned  in  the  chambre  towching  and  concernyng  thelleccion 
of  the  Recordour  of  this  Citie. 

And  also  it  was  determyned  that  my  masters  Aldermen  and 
othre  of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Counsaill  of  the  chambre  shuld  yeve 
attendauns  upon  my  lord  the  Mayre,  wershipfully  accompanied, 
this  fest  of  Cristmasse  next  ensuyng,  in  the  Cath.  church  of  York 
and  othre  places  according  to  the  auncient  custome  of  this  Citie 
and  for  thincresing  of  worship  to  the  same. 

fo.  183b.  Message  sent  to  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

The  King  approves  of  John  Harrington  as  Common  Clerk. 

Bill  of  Petitions  from  the  City  received  by  the  King. 

Letter  from  the  King  about  John  Harrington. 

Monday - December  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — 

Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  5  of  the  xij, 
2  sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

It  was  determyned  that  Master  John  Haryngton,  the  com¬ 
mune  clerc  of  this  Citie,  shuld  ride  in  message  with  writing  under 
the  seal  of  office  of  Maraltie,  subscribed  with  names  above  writyn, 
unto  the  right  noble  and  prepotent  lord  Therle  of  Northumberland 
shewing  unto  his  lordship,  as  well  by  credence  as  by  writing,  diverse 
1  Depart  with;  to  part  with;  to  give  up. 
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maters  concernyng  thelleccion  of  the  Recordour  of  this  Citie,  which 
writing  foloweth 

Also  it  was  determyned  that  all  my  masters.  Aldermen  and 
othre  of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Counsaill  of  the  chambre  as  was  in  the 
Citie  shuld  be  warned  to  be  in  the  Counsaill  chambre  to  morow, 
under  the  peyne  of  ther  othe  made  to  the  said  chambre  and 
to  that  at  it  might  weygh  to. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  the  Kings  grace  direct  his  most 
noble  lettres  unto  the  Mayre,  Aldermen  and1. .  .  .of  this  Citie,  in 
right  tendre  wise,  for  Master  John  Haryngton,  commune  clerc  of 
this  Citie,  shewing  how  his  grace  is  right  wele  content  that  the 
said  Master  John  shall  occupie  and  enjoy  his  office  of  commune 
clerc  forsaid  in  as  large  fourme  and  maner  as  hertofor  any  othre 
have  occupied  the  same.  The  tenour  of  which  lettres  herafter 
foloweth 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  ther  was  red  a  copie  of  a  bille 
made  by  the  good  advise  of  the  said  Master  Haryngton  at  London, 
porret2  to  the  Kings  grace  ther;  wherof  the  copie  ensuythe,  com¬ 
prehending  diverse  peticions  concerning  the  welfare  of  this  Citie 
and  thenhabitaunts  of  the  same.  Wherin  after  oversight  of  the 
same  bill,  by  the  said  Kings  grace  and  upon  certaine  oracions 
shewed  unto  his  highnesse  by  the  right  worshipful  Ric  York 
Alderman,  oone  of  the  knights  of  the  parlement,  and  also  thrugh 
the  noble  mediacons  and  instant  labours  and  prayers  shewed  unto 
him  by  the  most  reverend  Fader  in  God  tharchebisshop  of  York, 
and  the  right  prepotent  and  noble  lord  therle  of  Northumberland, 
affermyng  the  contents  of  the  said  bille  to  be  true;  the  said  Kings 
most  noble  grace  shewed  hyme  self  to  be  full  graciously  disposed 
in  the  same  in  short  space,  soo  that  the  inhabitaunts  of  the  same 
Citie  shuld  have  cause  to  pray  to  God  daily  for  the  preservacion 
of  his  most  noble  grace,  which  premissez  was  shewed  amongs 
othre  things  unto  the  Mayre  and  his  brethern,  day  and  place 
forsaid,  by  the  said  right  worshipful  Sir.  Ric.  York. 

fo.  184. 

To  oure  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and  Aldermen  of 
our  Citie  of  Yorke. 

By  the  King 

Trusty  and  webeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  for  as  moche 
as  we  be  crediblie  enfourmed  that  ye  having  consideracion  and 
tendre  respect  unto  the  great  sadnesse,  profunde  connyng  and  good 
habilitie  that  oure  welbeloved  Maister,  John  Haryngton,  registire 
unto  the  moost  reverend  Fader  in  God,  tharchebisshop  of  York,  is 
and  hath  be  by  long  proved  experience  amongs  you  notarily 
knowen  to  be  of  by  his  continuance  amongs  you,  with  othre  his 
provident  and  assured  demeanyngs,  have  with  oure  assent  and 
hool  mynd  herbifor  named  and  elected  hyme  to  be  your  com- 

1  blank.  2  Porrect ;  presented. 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


135 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

mone  clerc  of  our  Citie  there,  where  the  same  office  last  voided  by 
the  decese  of  thoccupiour  thereof;  in  the  which,  as  report  is  made 
unto  us,  the  said  Maister  John  hath  doone  unto  you  right  good  and 
acceptable  service  to  your  pleasirs  and  honnour  of  our  said  Citie, 
wherof  we  be  right  wele  content  and  pleasid;  we  tendering  the 
wele  of  the  same  and  considering  that  evere  Citie  and  cymyle1  con- 
gregacons  of  people  be  surely  dirctid  and  guydid  to  ther  honnour 
and  prouffit  thrugh  the  wisdome  and  providence  of  them  that 
have  the  rule  and  guydyng  therof,  desire  and  pray  you  that 
according  to  the  merits  and  deserts  of  the  said  Master  John  ye  woll 
presentz  in  your  good  willes,  favours  and  benevolence  unto  hyme, 
soo  that  he  may  continue  in  the  said  occupacion  amongs  you, 
tendering  hyme  the  rather  herin  at  the  contemplacon  of  us  and 
this  our  prayer,  as  we  trust  you;  wherin  ye  shall  not  oonely  en¬ 
courage  hym  to  do  unto  you  good  and  deligent  service  in  the  same 
but  therby  cause  and  enduce  us  to  have  you  the  rather  preserved 
in  the  favour  of  our  good  grace  in  suche  things  as  ye  shall  have  to 
pursue  unto  us  in  tyme  to  tyme. 

Ywene  under  our  signet  at  our  palais  of  Westminster,  the 
last  day  of  Novembre. 

fo.  184b. 

To  the  King  our  soverein  lord. 

Most  humbly  and  pitiousley  shewith  unto  youre  highnesse, 
your  true  subgietts  and  moost  humble  oratours,  the  Maior,  Aider- 
men  and  Commoners  of  your  Citie  of  York,  how  in  the  tyme  of 
the  regne  of  the  prince  of  famous  memorie,  King  Herry  the  sixt, 
your  uncle,  they  wer  sure  and  fast  in  disposicion  toward  hyme,  ther 
naturall  soverain  lord,  to  ther  dutie  ever  redie  to  receve  and  aid 
his  grace  and  othre  nobles  of  the  north  parties,  taking  his  laufull 
and  true  part  ayenst  othre  his  adversaries  in  thoos  daies  and  to 
ther  great  chargs  and  costs  not  oonely  sent  unto  the  battell  of 
Wakefield  cccc  armed  and  well  arrayed  men  to  doo  hyme  service, 
conveing  afterwards  the  Quene  grace  then  being,  and  the  famous 
prince  Edward  ther  sonne,  unto  the  batell  of  Saint  Albones,  with 
othre  cccc  of  like  men  to  thassistence  of  ther  said  soverein  lord, 
but  as  well  after  the  same  feld  kepid  his  grace  and  the  said  Queune 
and  prince  and  othre  the  lords  and  true  ligemen  at  all  tymes  during 
ther  pleaser  within  your  said  Citie,  releving  them  in  vittalls  and 
othre  goods  to  the  uttermost  of  there  powers;  unto  the  lamentable 
batell  of  Tolton,  called  Palmeson  feld,  where  ther  wer  of  your 
said  Citie  at  ther  oune  costs  above  a  m1  men  defensible  araied, 
of  the  which  many  was  slaine  and  put  in  exile;  the  said  King, 
Quene,  and  noble  prince,  ther  son,  resiant  within  the  said  Citie, 
where  they  to  the  utter  juperdie  wold  have  sufferd  theme  to  have 
beene  during  ther  pleaser;  and  then  after  at  the  commyng  of  King 
Edward  into  your  said  citie,  thinhabitaunts  of  the  said  Citie  for 
1  Cymyle,  similar. 
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ther  trouth  unto  ther  said  soverein  lord,  suche  as  abode  was  robbed, 
spolid,  and  rawnsomed,  and  the  othre  soo  extremely  impover- 
ishived  that  fue  of  them  was  ever  after  of  power  to  diffend  themself 
leving  in  the  said  Citie,  but  utterly  constreigned  to  depart  out  of 
the  same  by  reason  whrof  the  two  parties  of  the  said  citie  was 
within  fewe  yeres  after  the  said  batell  utterly  prostratid,  decaied 
and  waisted;  and  then  after  in  the  first  yere  of  the  readempccion  of 
ther  said  soverain  lord  King  Herry,  when  the  said  inhabitants 
joyng  the  commyng  of  hyme  there  old  naturall  soverain  Lord,  wer  in 
poynt  of  releve  by  his  said  grace,  it  fortuned  the  said  King  Edward 
to  arryve  at  Raynespurne,  and  with  his  people  addressed  hyme 
unto  the  said  citie,  wolling  to  have  frelye  entred  the  same;  whom 
your  said  oratours,  wer  remembring  ther  feith  and  allegeaunce 
which  with  entiere  loves  they  oght  unto  ther  said  naturall  soverain 
lord  above  all  erthley  creatures,  wold  in  nowise  suffre  hyme  nor  his 
said  people  to  entre  the  said  Citie  or  suche  tyme  he,  taking  on 
hyme  the  connysanc1  of  there  said  soverain  lord,  and  calling  King 
Herry  in  the  opyn  streits,  was  promisid  and  said  openly  that  he  wold 
oonely  sewe  unto  King  Herry,  his  soverain  lord,  at  all  tymes  by 
humble  peticion  for  his  right  to  the  duchie  of  York;  and  yit  whenne 
he  was  entred  they  wold  not  suffre  hyme  to  abide  ther,  bot  with 
his  people  causid  hyme  to  depart  thrugh  the  said  Citie  according 
to  his  promisse  made  in  that  behalve,  for  the  which  he  had  ever 
after  your  said  oratours  in  such  disfavour  that  by  his  days  they 
culd  never  be  releved  of  ther  said  povertie,  bot  fro  day  to  day  so 
decayed,  that  in  thend  of  his  reigne  they  wer  and  yit  be  gretely 
indebted  and  utterly  impoverished,  and  in  such  poynt  of  extreme 
miserie,  that  without  your  grace  be  shewed  unto  theme,  it  is  not 
likly  that  within  few  yeres  ther  shalbe  fondon  any  man  that  may 
tak  on  hyme  to  bere  the  charge  of  the  citie  ther  as  Maier,  Sheref 
or  Chamberlayne  of  the  same;  which  premissez  of  povertie  was  soo 
evidently  knowen  to  be  true  unto  the  Due  of  Gloucestre  in  his 
days,  being  continualy  amongs  your  said  subgietts,  and  appertly 
pruving  the  same,  that  of  veray  petie  and  for  that  at  he  wold  not 
the  final  distruccion  of  the  said  citie,  wherby  it  shuld  not  oonely 
loos  the  name  of  a  citie,  bot  as  well  the  north  parties  of  this  ( fo .  185) 
your  Realme,  by  whome  your  old  ennymies  the  Scotts  be  comonly 
resistid  in  ther  malice  and  pertencie2  shuld  be  gretely  dishonored 
and  hurt,  and  your  said  eniemys  gretely  enjoyed  to  theme  boldnesse 
to  invaid  your  said  Realme,  of  his  petie  grauntid  unto  your  said 
oratours  the  things  within  writyn;  first,  that  evere  person  resorting 
unto  the  said  Citie  shuld  be  toll  free,  wherby  grete  recourse  shuld 
be  had  to  the  said  Citie,  and  so  the  Shereffs,  by  reason  therof, 
discharged  for  ever  of  xi11.  due  yearly  for  the  toll;  also  that  the 
Maier  for  the  tyme  being  shuld  be  sargiant  at  armez,  receyving  of 
the  fee  ferme  of  the  Citie  xijd  by  the  day  in  his  releve  toward  his 
chargs  of  Maraltie;  also  that  of  the  said  fee  ferme  shuld  be  paide 
1  cognisaunce.  2  Pertencie  ;  pertinacy  ;  stubbornness. 
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yerely  unto  the  use  of  the  Citie  towards  the  reparacion  of  the 
walls  xx11;  and  to  the  othre  chargs  and  releve  of  the  same  in 
acquiting  of  the  said  Citie  of  the  detts,  and  furthre  to  mainteyne 
the  same  yerely,  xln,  besids  a  pardonne  of  a  yerely  charge  of  cs 
paide  by  the  bochers  there,  and  another  yerely  charge  of  cs  paide 
by  the  wevers  of  the  said  Citie,  over  a  cs  which  was  pardonned 
unto  theme  by  grete  suyte  of  my  lord,  George  Nevill,  tharchbisshop 
of  York,  in  the  days  of  the  said  king  Edward;  and  for  so  moch, 
gracious  soverin  lord,  as  the  verye  grounde  of  the  povertie  of  your 
said  Citie . 1 

to.  186.  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Letters  from  the  King  about  the  Recordership  and 
the  office  of  Sword  bearer. 

Tuesday,  Vigil  of  St  Thomas  the  Apostle  18  December 

1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  7  of  the  xij, 

2  Sheriffs,  13  of  the  xxiv 

In  the  Counsaill  chambre  upon  Ouse  Brig,  wher  and  when 
ther  was  a  note  of  a  lettre  directid  to  the  right  noble  and  prepotent 
lord,  Therle  of  Northumberland,  from  the  Maire  and  his  bretherne 
and  other  of  the  Counsaille  forsaid,  which  red  and  perfitely  under¬ 
stand,  it  was  thoght  moost  expedient  that  all  such  as  affermed  the 
same  to  be  true  shuld  subscribe  ther  names  in  the  same  to  that 
intent  that  they  shuld  not  heraftre  shewe  thame  seifs  not  to  be 
prevey  to  the  same;  wherupon  the  Mayre,  his  brethre  Aldermen  and 
othre  of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Counsaille  forsaid,  except  the  right 
worshipfull  Thomas  Wrangwisshe,  Robert  Amyas,  Thomas  Scotton, 
John  Harper,  aldermen,  Will.  Tayt,  Ric.  Clerc  of  the  xxiiij  in¬ 
continently  subscribed  ther  namez  in  full  feith  of  the  same  whiche 
Thomas  and  othre  above  named  refusid  soo  to  doo,  certaine 
causes  thame  moveing  therunto. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  the  forsaid  right  worshupfull 
Sir  Thomas  Wrangwisshe  broght  into  the  said  chambre  the  Kings 
lettres,  which  Richard  Grene  toke  with  hyme  furth  of  the  chambre 
contrary  the  may  res  pleaser  and  othre  being  present  with  hyme,  the 
tenour  wherof  herafter  ensuyth. 

To  our  trusty  and  webeloved  the  Mayre,  Shireffs,  Aldermen 
and  commun  counsaille  of  our  Citie  of  Yorke. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  where  as  ye 
right  lovingly  to  our  pleaser  according  to  theffect  of  our  desires 
comprised  in  our  lettres  to  you  lately  directed  for  the  preferment 
of  oure  trusty  and  well  beloved  servaunt.  Richard  Grene  unto 
thoffice  of  Recordour  of  oure  Citie  of  Yorke  have  electid  and 
acceptid  him  unto  the  same;  we  therfor  hertily  thanke  you  and 
desire  you,  if  heraftre  labour  be  made  to  you  for  your  late  Record- 

1  This  document  ends  abruptly.  No  doubt  it  is  the  bill  of  petitions 
made  by  the  advice  of  John  Harrington  and  presented  to  the  King.  It  was 
read  at  a  meeting  of  the  City  Council  on  1st  December. 
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our  to  be  restored  to  the  said  office,  or  for  any  othre  personne  by 
you  therunto  to  be  named,  then  notwithstanding  ye  woll  sadly  rest 
and  persevere  in  your  good  willes  and  favours  to  our  said  servaunt, 
which  hath  doone  (fo.  186b)  unto  us  right  good  and  acceptable 
service;  so  that  he  may  occupie  and  enjoy  the  same  affore  any 
othre  personne,  in  as  large  and  ample  fourme  as  it  hath  beene 
occupied  and  had  in  tyme  passed,  having  noo  resort  to  any  labour 
herin  you  moving  to  the  contrary,  in  such  wise  that  we  shall  have 
noo  cause  eftsones  to  direct  our  lettres  unto  you  for  thaccom- 
plishment  of  our  desires  abovesaid,  as  we  trust  3'ou  and  as  ye 
entends  our  pleaser;  and  that  ye  yeve  credence  unto  our  trusty 
servaunt,  this  berer,  which  shall  fully  accertayne  us  of  your  loving 
disposicions  in  perfourmyng  of  the  premissez.  Yevene  undre  our 
signet  at  our  palais  of  Westminstre  the  xxx  day  of  Novembre. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  one  Ric.  Burghe,  gent,  cam  in 
proper  persone  into  the  said  Chambre,  the  Maire  his  brethre 
Aldermen  and  all  othre  within  writyn  being  present,  and  ther 
and  then  deliverd  the  Kings  lettres  direct  as  herafter  ensuyth. 
Wher  upon  it  was  determyned  that  the  mater  contigned  in  the 
same  lettres  shuld  be  respect  unto  the  next  assemble  of  the 
counsaille. 

By  the  King 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire  and  his  bretherne 
of  our  Citie  of  York 

Trusty  and  well  beloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  where  as  we 
bee  credibly  enfourmed  that  oure  trusty  servaunt,  John  Eglisfeld, 
lawfully  boght  of  oon  Hugh  Berwik,  somtyme  swerdberer  of  oure 
citie  of  York,  the  same  office,  and  was  peasibly  seised  and  possessed 
therof  unto  the  tyme  that  ye  without  any  matier  or  cause  resonable 
or  otherwise  than  example  or  president  therof  hath  leve,  sent, 
removed  and  discharged  hym  in  that  behalve,  noo  recompense 
making  unto  hym  for  the  money  by  him  paied  for  that  purchase  of 
the  same  office,  to  his  expresse  wrong  if  it  soo  bee;  we  desiring 
the  quyk  restouraccion  of  all  injuries,  wol  and  advise  you  to  see 
that  our  said  servaunt  be  without  delay  repaid  and  reasonably 
recompensed  of  the  money  by  hyme  deliverd  for  thatteyneyng  of  the 
said  office,  as  right  and  good  conscience  requiren,  soo  that  for  lak 
therof  he  have  (fo.  187)  noo  cause  to  retourne  pleintis  unto  us  for 
othre  remedie  in  the  premisses,  as  ye  intend  to  pleaser  us. 

Yevene  undre  our  signet  at  our  palais  of  Westminstre  the 
xixth  daie  of  Novembre. 

fo.  187b.  Visit  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Meeting  of  the  Commons  to  approve  the  new 
Common  Clerk. 

Tuesday,  Feast  of  St  John  the  Apostle  in  the  week  of  Christ¬ 
mas  25  (sic)  December  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv. 


YORK  CIVIC  RECORDS 


139 


Books  II,  III,  IV. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  chapitour  within  the  cath.  churche  of 
York,  where  and  when  after  credence  shewed  frome  therle  of 
Northumberland  unto  the  Mayre  and  his  brethern  above  writyn 
by  the  mouth  of  Master  John  Haryngton,  commune  clerc,  late  sent 
in  message  unto  the  said  Erie  frome  the  Mayre  and  his  bretherne 
with  a  lettre  wherof  the  copie  ensuyth,  it  was  determyned  according 
to  the  pleaser  of  the  said  Erie  that  my  Lord  Mayre,  his  bretherne 
Aldermen  and  all  othre  of  the  xxiiij  of  the  Counsaille  of  the 
chambre  that  myght  esely  ride  shuld  attend  and  ride  with  the 
Mayre  forsaid  unto  the  said  Erie  upon  Monday  next,  yeveing  his 
lordship  grete  thanks  as  well  for  his  grete  labours  had  at  London 
for  this  Citie,  unto  the  kings  grace,  and  othre  his  most  noble  coun¬ 
saille,  as  now  at  this  tyme  by  the  credence  shewed  by  said  master 
Haryngton. 

And  also  that  upon  Friday  next  comyng  the  Commons  shalbe 
assembled  in  the  Guild  Hall  ther  to  understand  how  good  lord  the 
said  Erie  hath  been  and  wolbe  to  the  said  Citie. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place,  in  the  presence  of  the  Comons 
forsaid,  the  Kings  moost  noble  lettres  direct  unto  Mayre  and  his 
bretherne  in  favour  of  the  said  Master  Haryngton,  as  it  apperith 
within,  was  opynly  red  unto  the  said  Comons.  Wherewith 
they  wer  right  hertly  content  and  pleysed,  shewing  themeselfs  to  be 
of  as  good  hart  towards  hyme  as  ever  they  wer  to  any  exercising 
the  office  of  common  clerc  within  the  said  Citie. 

fo.  188b.  The  King  orders  search  to  be  made  for  suspect  persons. 

By  the  King. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maier,  Recorder,  Shereffs 
and  Aldermen  of  our  Citie  of  Yorke  and  evere  of  them. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  And  where  it 
hath  pleasid  Almighty  God  of  his  infinite  grace  to  call  us  unto  the 
Royall  estate  and  dignitie  of  the  Croune  of  this  our  Realme  of 
England,  as  rightful  inheritour  of  the  same,  wherin  in  tymes 
passed  grete  robbries,  murdres,  manslaughters  and  othre  heynous 
offenses  have  bene  committed  and  doone,  and  as  we  be  enfourmed 
soo  yit  daily  bene,  not  onely  to  the  provocaccon  of  the  iire  of  God 
but  also  to  our  grevous  displeaser;  we  wolling  the  spedy  and 
effectyall  redresse  therof,  and  our  said  Royaume  to  be  reduced 
and  broght  to  his  auncient  honnour  and  worship,  and  our  sub- 
gietts  of  the  same  quietly  to  live  in  good  rest  and  peax  undre 
Godds  lawes  and  ours,  desire  and  nathlesse  in  the  straitest  wise 
charge  you,  and  evere  of  you,  that  within  twoo  daies  next  after  the 
sighte  herof,  ye  assemble  and  draw  you  to  giders  at  the  place 
accustumed  within  our  citie  of  York,  ye  secretely  and  discretely, 
after  your  best  pollicie  and  wisdome,  practise  a  streit  and  a  due 
serch  to  be  maid  by  you,  youre  officers  and  servaunts,  severally  and 
distinctley  in  evere  place  convenient  of  our  said  Citie,  dividing 
your  self  as  by  your  discreccions  shalbe  thought  moost  metely, 
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and  for  evere  of  the  said  places  to  be  serched  at  oone  tyme,  as  well 
in  evere  ostery,  taverne  and  suspect  house  of  our  said  Citie  as  els 
where  within  the  precincts  of  the  same,  so  as  noo  corner  therof 
be  unsoght,  putting  this  in  execuccion  the  xij  day  of  January  next 
commyng,  and  your  said  serche  to  begynne  the  same  day  at  viij 
of  the  clok  in  the  eveneyng  and  soo  to  continue  til  our  said  citie 
be  through  soght  and  serched,  as  is  above  said;  and  that  all  vaca- 
bunds,  idel  people,  mighty  and  valiant  beggers  and  othre  suspect 
personnes  by  you  ther  founde  and  taken,  be  broght  unto  the  gaol 
within  our  said  citie,  ther  to  remayne  til  they  be  enquered  of  and 
punyshed,  as  to  theme  by  our  lawes  in  that  cas  is  ordigned,  latting 
you  wit  that  for  the  sure  accomplishment  of  our  entent  herin  we 
have  yevene  semlable  commaundements  to  all  othre  officers  and 
ministers  of  evere  shire,  citie,  borough  and  franchise  within  this 
our  Realme,  and  woll  that  ye  certifie  us  by  your  writings  the 
names  of  evere  of  you  that  execute  this  mater,  and  severally  by 
whome  evere  place  within  our  said  citie  and  precincts  of  the  same 
is  ( fo .  189)  serchid,  to  thentent  we  may  yeve  you  thanks  according 
to  3/our  merits;  and  that  ye  setting  aparte  all  othre  besinessez 
and  occupacons  execute  this  our  commaundement  with  all  diligence 
soo  as  ye  be  not  founde  necligent  herin  as  ye  woll  answer  therfor 
unto  us  at  your  perills.  Yevene  undre  our  signet  at  our  palais  of 
Westminstre  the  xxiiij  day  of  Decembre. 

fo.  189b.  The  Earl  of  Northumberland’s  bailiff  assaulted. 

Thursday  18  January  1  Henry  VII  (1485).  Present — 
Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  Miles  Metcalfe,  Recorder,  4  of  the  xij, 
2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

Wer  assembled  in  the  Counsaill  chambre  upon  Ousebrig, 
where  and  when  ther  was  a  letter  red  direct  to  the  Mayre  and  his 
brether  Aldermen  from  therl  of  Northumberland  as  herafter 
ensuyeth. 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  my  right  hertley  beloved 
frend  and  right  trusty  and  we  beloved  frends,  the  Maier  and  his 
brethren  the  Aldermen  of  the  citie  of  York,  and  evere  of  theme. 

Right  worshupfull  and  right  hertly  beloved  frend,  and  right 
trusty  and  welbeloved  frends  I  commaunde  me  unto  you,  and 
thanke  you  in  my  moost  hertly  wise  for  your  good  herts  and 
loving  disposicions  to  me  shewed,  wherin  I  pray  you  to  persever 
and  continue;  and  where  sithe  my  late  departure  from  the  citie 
of  York,  John  Eglisfeld,  as  I  conceve  in  riotous  wise,  to  the  breke 
of  the  King  our  soverain  lords  lawes  and  his  peas,  hath  bett  and 
soore  wounded  in  perille  of  dethe  my  servaunt,  Robert  Robinson, 
baillif  of  my  lordship  of  Elvington;  ye  being  justices  of  our  said 
soverain  lords  peas  within  the  said  citie  I  desire  and  hertly  pray 
you  to  shewe  your  good  wolles  for  the  taking  of  the  said  Eglisfeld, 
and  suche  othre  as  wer  principall  accessories  to  the  said  offence, 
keping  them  in  ward  unto  the  lawe  in  this  behalve  have  deter- 
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mynd  ther  demerits  and  offences;  this  I  pray  you  be  perfourmed 
as  ye  entend  thensample  for  thestablishment  of  good  rule  and  of 
peas  and  quiete  to  be  had.  And  if  thing  lye  in  me  to  do  for  the 
wele  of  you  and  the  surtie  and  conservaccion  of  your  said  Citie, 
he  is  not  livyng  that  wol  be  gladder  for  thaccomplishment  therof 
than  I  to  my  power,  that  knoweth  God,  who  conserve  you  and 
send  you  all  good  fortunes.  Writyn  at  Brancepeth  the  xvij 
day  of  January.  Yours  to  my  power.  H.  Northumberland 

fo.  192b.  A  new  Councillor.  The  matter  of  Recorder  settled. 

Wednesday,  15  Feb.  1  Hen.  VII  (1485-6).  Present — Nicholas 
Lancaster,  Mayor,  7  of  the  xii,  2  Sheriffs,  7  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  the  Counsaill  chambre  of  the  Citie  of  York; 
thinking  that  Richard  Grene,  for  his  supposid  circumspeccion  and 
lernyng  necessarie  for  the  said  Citie,  of  ther  common  assent  without 
contradiction  of  any  oone  persone,  acceptid  the  said  Ric.  to  be 
oone  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  same  Citie  and  graunted  unto  hyme 
for  the  same  xx8  of  yerely  fee,  during  ther  pleasers,  as  othre  coun¬ 
sellors  of  the  same  citie  have  bee  accustumed  to  have;  and  over 
that  where  of  late  the  Kings  grace  directed  his  moost  noble  and 
severall  lettres  unto  the  said  Maier  and  Aldermen  in  favour  of  the 
said  Ric  Grene  to  have  be  Recordour  of  the  same  Citie,  then  Miles 
Metcalf,  Recordour,  ther  being  out  of  the  Kings  proteccion  and 
after  acceptid  unto  his  grace;  and  when  also  Therl  of  Northumber¬ 
land  desired  by  mouthe  the  said  Maire  and  Aldermen  at  his  last 
being  in  this  citie  to  be  soo  good  masters  unto  the  said  Ric  Grene 
as  to  call  hyme  to  the  rowme  of  the  said  Recordour,  or  any  othre 
convenient  for  hyme  before  othre,  when  such  shuld  happyn  next 
to  be  void  in  anywise;  the  said  Maior,  Aldermen,  Shereffs  and 
othre  willed  and  commaundid  that  the  same  desire  of  the  King 
and  therl  of  Northumberland  shalbe  put  here  in  remembraunce  to 
thentent  that  after  full  prove  of  the  demenaunce  and  lernyng  of  the 
said  Ric.  the  Maier  Aldermen  Shereffs  and  othre  of  this  Counsaill 
for  the  tyme  being  may  be  rather  inclined  to  call  hyme  to  such 
roume  when  any  shall  hapyn  next  to  be  void  belonging  to  the 
disposicion  of  the  said  Citie,  Aldermen,  Shereffs  and  othre  of  this 
Counsaill,  if  it  may  stand  with  ther  pleasers,  when  the  case  shall 
require. 

fo.  193b.  The  new  Mayor  and  Officials  take  their  oaths. 

Thursday,  Feast  of  St  Juliana  the  Virgin  16  February  1  Hen. 
7  (1485-6).  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster  Mayor,  8  of  xii,  2  Sheriffs, 
7  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  the  Guilde  Hall  of  the  Citie  in  the  presence  of 
the  commons  of  the  same,  the  right  worshipfull  William  Chymney, 
elect  to  be  maire  of  this  Citie,  toke  his  othe  of  maraltie,  unto  whome 
immediately  all  above  writyn  being  present  was  sworne  in  an  othe 
therunto  accustomed;  whiche  doone,  the  common  clerc,  swyres 
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to  the  swerd  and  mase,  and  servaunts  to  the  masy,  was  sworne  in 
othes  unto  theme  accustumed,  whiche  othes  singularly  appereth 
in  the  lesse  Registre  in  the  begynnynge  of  the  same. 

Also  immediately  after,  oone  Roger  Laton,  squire,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  commons  theere  assembled  deliverd  up  to  thands 
of  Master  John  Haryngton,  common  clerc,  a  bill  of  pauper  con- 
tigneing  certain  peticions. 


Book  VI.1 

fo.  1.  Rules  for  late  coming  and  non-attendance  at 

Council  Meetings.  People  of  misrule  to 
leave  the  City. 

16  Day,  Feb.  1  Henry  VII  1485-6.  Present — William 

Chymney,  Mayor,  8  of  the  xii,  2  Sheriffs,  8  of  the  xxiv. 

Those  who  are  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  late  by  the 
Minster  clock  to  be  fined  2a.  Those  who  are  summoned  but  come 
not  at  all  to  pay  4d. 

2Moreover  it  is  ordigned . to  the  masez  shall  se  all  the 


strets  clensed  before .  commyng.  And  that  they  shall  furth 

with  commande .  of  evere  parissh  to  yeve  warnyng  to  all 


opyn  b .  (fo.  lb)  and  common  chiders  and  othre  misruled 

people  to  avoide  evere  parissh  out  of  the  Citie,  to  the  utter  parts 
of  the  suburbs,  before  Sonday  in  the  secund  weke  of  this  Lent, 
and  if  they  be  not  avoided  be  that  day,  to  certifie  ther  names 
furthwith  to  the  wardans  of  the  ward  with  there  demenours  and 
of  all  other  misruled,  fro  tyme  to  tyme,  to  thentent  that  they  may 
see  the  due  reformacion  therof. 

fo.  2.  Death  of  the  Recorder.  Richard  Green’s  claim 

to  the  Office.  Request  from  the  Prior 
of  Holy  Trinity. 

Monday  29  February  1  Hen.  VII  (1485-6).  Present — William 
Chymny,  Mayor,  8  of  the  xij,  2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  Counsaill  where . desired  by  Richard 

Grene  to  have  in  remembraunce  the  King  lettres,  and  the  lettres 
of  my  lord  of  Northumberland  with  other  things  attemptid  her- 
bifore  in  favour  of  the  said  Richard,  wolling  to  be  admitted  to  the 
rowme  of  Recordour  of  this  Citie,  desiring  in  consideracon  of  the 
premissez  and  of  that  the  said  rowme  is  now  void  by  the  deth  of 
Miles  Metcalfe,  late  Recordour  of  the  same,  whome  god  assole,  to 
accept  hyme  unto  the  same,  shewing  that  he  entendid  to  do  in 
that  part  unto  theyme  and  the  said  Citie . service  with  due 

1  Book  VI  is  a  thick  volume,  covering  from  16  Feb.,  1485-6,  until 
June,  1490.  Unlike  Book  V,  which  contains  long  lists  of  people  who 
are  in  arrears  with  their  payments  to  the  Chamberlain,  Book  VI  is  a 
genuine  House  Book. 

2  The  writing  here  is  partly  illegible. 
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attendaunce  and . personall  abode  within  the  said  Citie;  unto 

the  which  desire  it  was  answered  that  for  the  absence  of  Richard 
York,  Robert  Hancok  and  other  as  well  Aldermen  as  other  of  the 
Counsaill  were  absent  and  the  place  also  at  this  tyme  destitute  of 
ther  counsaill  lerned,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  put  in  respect 
thelleccion  of  anew  Recordour  unto  the  comyng  home  of  the  said 
Richard  York  and  other  at  the  whiche  tyme  suche  a  direccion 

shuld  be . to  reason  and  stand  to  the  right  liberties  and . 

accustumes  of  the  said  Citie  shewyng  unto  the  said  Richard  Grene 
that  by  the  said  conti nuaunce  and  delay  he  shuld  never  be  ferder 

frome  the  said  office  with  the . premissez;  the  said  Richard 

shewing  hyme  self  to  be  content  departid.  Also  the  same  day 
and  prescence  the  Prior  of  the  monastere  (fo.  2b)  of  the  holy  Trinitie 
of  this  Citie  of  York,  personally  appering  before  the  prescence  forsaid, 
shewed  unto  theme  that  he  was  truly  intitled  to  have  amongs  other 
things  the  hospitall  of  Saint  Nicholas  without  the  suburbs  of  the 
same  citie,  wherunto  he  knowing  the  premissez  said  that  he 
ententid  to  entre  unto,  desiring  therefore  to  have  with  hyme  the 
presence  of  some  of  the  Maier  serjants  to  see  the  Kings  peas 
kepid  in  that  party,  which  by  the  discreccion  of  the  said  Maier  and 
Counsaill  was  grauntid  unto  the  forsaid  Priors  as  thing  con- 
senaunt  to  the  Kings  lawes,  right  and  good  conscience. 

fo.  3.  Dispute  over  St.  Nicholas  Hospital. 

Wednesday  1  March  1  Henry  VII  (1485-6).  Present — 

William  Chymney,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  Counsaill  the  Maier  comaunded  the  Kings 
lettre  direct  to  the  Maier  and  Aldermen  in  favour  of  the  Priour 
and  Convent  of  the  holy  Trinitie  of  York  to  be  opynly  red  after 
the  tenour  ensuyng. 

By  the  King 

To  our  trusty  and  welbelovid  the  Maier  and  Aldermen  of  our 
Citie  of  York.  Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele;  acer- 
taigninyng  you  that  pituous  complaint  haith  be  made  unto  us 
on  the  behalve  of  our  welbeloved  in  god  the  Priour  and  convent 
of  our  monasteri  of  the  blessed  Trinitie  within  our  Citie  of  York, 
that  where  they  have  beene  of  tyme  passid  peasibly  possessed  and 
seased  of  thospitall  of  Saint  Nicholas  in  the  suburbs  of  the  same  by 
vertu  of  a  graunt  made  therof  by  the  noble  prince  of  blessed 
memory,  King  Herry  the  Sixt,  our  uncle,  by  way  of  eschaung  of 
other  lands  enpropred  unto  our  College  of  Eton,  besids  our  Castell 
of  Wyndeshore,  as  it  more  avidently  appereth  by  lettres  patents 
thereof  made,  the  which  not  withstanding,  as  it  is  shewed  unto 
us,  oon  Master  John  Wright  and  other  by  crafty  invencions  inter- 
rupte  the  said  Priour  and  Convent  of  there  possession  in  the  said 
hospitall,  layng  noo  laufull  cause  or  sufficient  mater  soo  to  doo, 
as  is  said;  we  not  willing  holy  chirche  to  be  prejudiced  or  wronged 
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in  the  rights  and  possessions  therof,  especially  placs  of  our  fun- 
dacion  and  patronage,  and  remembring  also  that  if  the  said 
Priour  and  Convent  be  put  frome  the  possession  of  the  said  hospitall 
they  must  (fo.  3b)  of  reason  have  concours  ayene  unto  certain 
livelode  that  ouresaid  College  is  now  possessed  of,  which  wolbe 
to  the  grete  hurt  of  the  same,  and  trusting  in  your  sadnesse  and 
wisdoms,  desir  and  hertly  pray  you  that  at  some  convenient  tyme 
ye  woll  doo  calle  before  you  the  said  parties  and  therupon  by 
suche  wise  weys  as  ye  can  use,  the  cause  of  differencye  by  you 
examined  and  knowing,  ye  woll  soo  provide  and  take  such  a 
direccion  herin  as  the  said  Priour  and  Convent  be  not  prejudiced 
or  wronged  in  ther  right,  bot  that  they  may  have  and  enjoy  all 
that  lawe  and  good  conscience  shall  require  in  this  partie;  wherein 
ye  shall  doo  a  worshupfull  and  meritorious  dede  and  unto  us  full 
good  pleasir.  Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our  palais  of  Westminster, 
the  iiij  day  of  Favrier. 

Which  lettres  distinctly  red  and  perfitely  understandit,  was 
determyned  that  the  parties  named  in  the  said  lettres  shuld  be 
cald  before  the  Counsaille  and  this  mater  examined  of  this  half 
the  Kings  Assise  next  to  be  holdyn  within  the  same  Citie,  orells 
at  the  tyme  of  the  same  assisse;  and  that  in  the  meane  tyme  the 
said  Priour  and  Convent,  if  theme  list,  having  oone  of  ther  brether 
with  a  servaunt  or  twoo  watyng  upon  hyme  or  othir  discrett 
persone  in  ther  name,  shuld  make  personall  abode  and  tarying  in 
thospitall  above  writyn,  suffering  the  deputes  of  my  lord  the 
bisshop  of  Durham,  and  the  deputes  of  the  said  Master  John 
Wright,  to  take  away  and  convey  from  the  said  hospitall  all  such 
goods  being  within  the  same  as  may  be  knoune  the  goods  of  my 
said  lord  of  Durham  and  the  said  Master  John,  and  over  the  same 
to  suffer  the  Prest  now  being  ther  callid  brother  to  Master  John 
Wright  or  anothre  discrete  prest  in  his  name,  to  occupie  the  cure 
of  soules  of  the  Chirch  of  Saint  Nicolas,  parcell  of  thospitall  forsaid, 
having  also  oone  or  two  with  hyme,  unto  the  tyme  of  the  said  next 
assise,  with  cummyng  and  going  to  the  chambres  occupied  by 
hyme  principally  within  the  said  hospitall  to  take  his  rest  and 
recreacion  within  the  same  for  the  tyme,  and  in  all  othre  places 
demeanyng  theme  quietly  and  luffingly  amongs  theme  self  as 
well  by  night  and  by  day. 

fo.  4b.  Dispute  with  the  Sheriffs.  Letter  from  the  Earl  of 

Northumberland  about  the  Recordership. 

Monday,  6  March  1  Henry  7  (1485-6).  Present — William 
Chymney,  Mayor,  6  Aldermen,  one  “Shereff,”  13  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  Counsaill  after  comunicacion  had  in  the  mater 
of  travaux  hanging  betwix  the  Sheriffs  of  this  Citie  on  that  oone 
partie,  and  Roger  Laton,  William  Feyre  and  other  servaunts  to 
my  lord,  it  was  determyned  that  at  such  tyme  as  the  said  William 
shuld  be  at  home  which  at  the  making  of  that  act  was  absent  and 
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out  of  the  said  Citie,  the  said  Roger  shuld  certfye  the  Mayre  therof 
and  in  all  hast  possible  and  convenient  cause  the  said  William  and 
all  other  whiche  made  offence  ayenst  the  said  Shereffs  to  come 
bifore  the  Mayre  and  the  Counsaill  in  the  Counsaill  chamber  and 
ther  to  submytte  themself  according  to  ther  seuerty. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  lettrez  direct  frome  therl  of 
Northumberland  unto  the  Maier,  Aldermen  of  this  Citie  and 
receyved  by  the  said  Maier  the  5  day  of  March  now  being,  was 
opynly  red  in  the  said  Counsaill  after  the  tenour  ensuyng.  Wher- 
upon  it  was  determyned  that  an  answer  upon  the  contents  of  the 
said  lettres  shuld  be  ( fo .  5)  put  in  respect  unto  such  tyme  as 
Richard  York  and  Robert  Hancok,  Knights  at  the  parlement,  and 
other  of  the  Counsaill  shuld  resort  unto  the  said  Citie  and  that 
in  the  meane  tyme  lettres  shalbe  direct  to  therle  forsaid,  shewing 
unto  his  lordship  the  same. 

Also  the  same  day  and  place  the  King’s  lettres  direct  unto 
Maire  forsaid  and  by  hyme  receyved  upon  Towesday  the  vij 
day  of  Marche  forsaid  at  nyght  of  the  same  day  was  opynly  red. 

The  tenour  of  the  lettrez  above  rehersid 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  my  right  hertly  beloved  frend 
and  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  trends  the  Maier  and  Aldermen 
of  the  Citie  of  York  and  evere  of  theme. 

Right  worshipfull  and  right  hertly  biloved  frende  and  right 
trusty  and  welbeloved  frendez  I  comaunde  me  unto  you,  and 
thank  you  for  the  perseverant  love  that  I  fynd  in  you  at  all  tymes 
wherin  I  pray  you  to  continue.  And  where  as  I  am  enfourmed 
that  my  right  welbeloved  Counsaillour,  Miles  Metcalf  your  Re- 
cordour,  is  visited  with  such  infirmity  that  ther  is  noo  liklyhode 
in  hyme  but  that  he  is  departid  by  this  frome  this  present  lif 

wherof  I  was  right  sory ,  if  it  had  pleased  God . 2sith  it  is  soo 

that  ye  must  have  an  newe  Recordour,  if  he  be  departid,  I  desire 
and  hertly  pray  you  to  graunt  unto  me  the  nominacion  of  suche 
a  oone  unto  the  said  office  as  I  shall  appoynt,  whoo  I  trust  shall 
pleas  you,  and  of  your  goodly  myndes  herin  that  it  woll  like  you 
by  the  berer  to  certifye  me  in  writing;  and  ye  being  confourmable  to 
thaccomplisshing  (fo.  5b)  of  this  my  desire  and  contemplacion  ye 
shall  yeve  me  the  more  large  cause  to  do  that  may  be  consonant 
to  the  wele,  worship  and  prouffit  of  the  Citie  under  your  con- 
servacion,  which  I  have  at  all  tymes  to  my  power  entendid,  that 
knoweth  the  blissed  Trinitie,  whome  I  beseche  to  sende  you  all 
thencreas  of  many  good  fortunes.  Writyn  in  my  castell  of  Alnwik, 
the  xxvj  day  Febr. 

Yours  to  my  power  H,  Northumberland. 


1  Illegible. 
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fo.  6.  Visit  of  the  Papal  Legate  to  York. 

Correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Wednesday  8th  March  1  Henry  7  (1485-6).  Present — William 
Chymney,  Mayor,  7  Aldermen,  one  Sherriff,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  Counsaill  after  the  lectour  of  the  Kings  lettres 
directed  unto  the  Maier  after  the  tenour  ensuyng. 

By  the  King. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele.  Acertaigneyng 
you  that  that  the  right  reverend  fader  in  God,  the  Bisshop  of 
Imola,  legat  from  the  holy  see  of  Rome,  hath  been  here  within 
this  our  realme  a  certaine  season  and  ministred  unto  us  many 
singler  and  acceptable  pleasyrs  which  of  all  reason  conformyth 
and  bindeth  us  to  awe  him  the  more  specially  our  love  and  tendre 
favour,  and  where  as  the  same  Bisshop  entendith  by  our  licence  and 
sufferance  to  passe  thorough  our  said  Realme  into  Scotland  for 
certaine  his  besinesse  there,  we  desiring  hym  to  bee  so  curtasly 
entretid  during  his  abode  in  our  obeysaunce  as  he  may  afterward 
reapport  and  ascribe  therby  honour  and  noblez  to  our  nacion, 
pray  you  hertly  that  unto  this  same  entent  ye  woll  at  his  entree 
into  our  Citie  of  York  honorably  receve  hyme  and  make  hyme 
suche  chere  as  it  apperteyneth;  whereby  ye  shall  singlarly  please 
us  and  deserve  our  especiall  thanks.  Yevene  undre  our  signet  at 
our  palais  of  Westminster  the  xxiij  day  of  Fevrier. 

{fo.  6b)  It  was  determyned  that  the  said  Maier  Aldermen  and 
other  of  the  Counsaill,  the  Maier  and  Aldermen  in  clothyng  of  violet 
and  the  other  in  like  colour  or  other  sad,  shuld  receve  the  Pops 
legat,  named  in  the  said  lettres,  at  the  Barr  of  Mikellyth,  using  unto 
hyme  convenient  words  to  be  utterd  in  Latyn;  and  over  that, 
cause  the  things  herafter  writyn1  to  soo  presentid  unto  hyme 
immediately  after  his  lighting,  that  is  to  say,  first,  in  mayne  brede 
xijd;  in  rede  wyne,  four  galons;  in  Tyer2  oon  galon;  in  Mawmecye 
oon  galon;  in  piks  iij;  in  fressh  salmon  oon;  in  grete  elez  twoo. 
Wher  upon  the  said  Legat  commyng  into  the  said  Citie  about  x 
of  the  clok  after  noone  was  recceyved  at  the  Barr  forsaid  in  fourme 
preceding  with  good  words  utterd  in  Latyn  by  Master  Nicholas 
Loncastre,  doctour  of  Civyl,  oon  of  the  Aldermen  for  said,  wherof 
the  tenour  ensuyth  after  thact  herof.  And  then  after  the  present 
above  writyn  was  honourably  conveyed  by  the  Comon  Clerc  of 
the  said  Citie,  Mase  berer,  and  Chamberleyns  of  the  same  unto  the 
logeyng  of  the  forsaid  Legat,  then  being  within  the  Deans  place  of 
the  Cath  church  of  York  forsaid,  unto  the  which  Legat  forsaid  the 
said  Commune  Clerc  in  name  of  the  Maire,  Aldermen  and  Counsaill 
forsaid  usid  thies  words  in  Latyn. 

1  Chamberlain’s  Roll,  1  Hen.  7.  Et  in  denariis  sol.  pro  exinno  dato  et 
presentato  Episcopo  de  Insula,  Legato  Domini  Nostri  Papae  venientis 
ad  civitatem  viij  die  Marcii — xxviijs  xd. 

*  Tyer  wine;  a  strong  sweet  wine. 
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Salutant  te,  Pater  clarissime,  sanctissimae  apostolicae  sedis 
Legate,  hujusce  civitatis  Maior  itaque  seniores  omnes  haee  qua 
ferunt  isti  minuscula  tuae  colendissimae  dominationi  mitissimae 
destinantes,  quamquam  minima  digne  atque  animo  grato  accipere 
cures  instantissime  orant. 

Thes  words  expressid  by  the  said  Commune  Clerc  unto  the 
said  Legate  in  presente  of  the  said  Deane  and  many  other  men  of 
auctoritee,  the  forsaid  Legate  using  words  in  Latyn  yave  hertly 
thanks  unto  the  said  Maier  Aldermen  and  Counsaill,  saying  he 
shuld  (fo.  7)  soo  report  the  demenaunce  and  humanitee  in  this  partie 
unto  the  Kings  highnesse  that  his  grace  shuld  be  rather  inclined 
graciously  to  here  there  peticions  to  be  ministred  unto  hyme 
herafter.  Thiez  premissez  accomplisshed,  a  letter  direct  from  my 
lord  of  Northumberland  unto  the  saide  Maier,  Shireffs,  aldermen 
and  Commons  was  opynly  red  after  the  tenour  ensuyng. 

Yours  to  my  powre,  H.  Northumberland. 

To  the  right  worshipful  and  my  right  hertly  biloved  frend  and 
right  trusty  and  welbeloved  trends  the  Maiour,  Shereffs  and  Aider- 
men  of  the  Citie  of  York,  the  Comons  of  the  same  and  evere  of 
theme. 

Right  worshipfull  and  right  hertly  biloved  frende,  and  right 
welbeloved  frends  I  commaunde  me  unto  you;  and  thanke  you  for 
your  constant  goode  herts  loving  disposicions  to  me  shewed,  wherin 
I  pray  you  continue.  And  where  as  by  the  desese  of  my  right 
welbeloved  Counsaillour,  Miles  Metcalf,  whome  God  rest,  thoffice 
of  Recordourship  is  now  voide,  like  ye  to  calle  unto  your  right 
wise  and  discret  remembraunce  how  that  I  applied  my  mynde 
unto  yours  when  the  said  office  of  law  was  in  traverse,  and  in 
consideracion  therof  it  pleased  you  to  graunt  that  the  next  advoid- 
aunce  shuld  be  at  my  pleasure,  for  the  which  I  thank  you  as 
hertly  as  I  can.  Wherefor  I  desire  and  pray  you  now  at  the  cum- 
myng  of  my  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  servaunt  and  counsellour, 
Richard  Grene,  to  shew  unto  hyme  your  good  lordship,  masterships, 
tender  wolls  and  favours  soo  that  he  to  the  said  office  may  be 
lovyngly  acceptid  and  to  have  it  in  beneficiall  and  amplewise  as 
the  said  Miles  had;  wherin  I  trust  ye  shalnot  oonely  ministre 
unto  the  King  our  soverain  lord  good  grace  right  acceptable 
pleaser,  but  also  ye  shall  yeve  unto  me  the  more  large  cause  to  do 
thing  that  may  be  consenant  to  the  worship,  wele  and  prouffit 
of  you,  for  the  perfourmans  wherof  I  wolbe  as  glad  as  any  man 
lyving  to  my  powre,  that  knoweth  the  blissed  Trinitie  to  whome  I 
besuch  to  sende  the  perse veraunce  of  love,  favour,  and  amitie 
amongs  you  with  thencreas  of  good  fortunes.  Writyn  in  my 
castell  of  Alnewik  the  iijde  days  of  Marche. 

And  after  the  same  (fo.  7b)  rigely  understandid  it  was 
determyned  that  a  letter  shalbe  direct  unto  my  said  lord  bering 
the  tenour  herafter  folowing. 
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To  the  right  prepotent  and  our  moost  speciall  and  singler 
good  lord,  therle  of  Northumberland,  your  moost  humble  servaunts 
at  our  litill  powers  the  Maior,  Aldermen,  Shereffs  and  other  of  the 
Counsaill  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke.  Right  prepotent  and  our  moost 
especiall  and  singler  good  lord,  we  in  the  moost  humble  wise 
recommend  us  unto  your  good  lordship,  beseching  the  same  to  have 
knowlage  that  the  v.  day  of  this  present  moneth  of  Marche  we 
receyved  your  honourable  lettres,  bering  the  dait  in  your  Castell 
of  Alnewik  the  xxvj  day  of  February  last  past,  by  the  which  your 
lordship  desired  to  have  the  nominacion  of  suche  oone  as  ye  wold 
appoynt  to  the  office  of  Recordour  of  this  Citie;  and  than  after  the 
vij  day  of  the  said  moneth  of  Marche  we  recyved  your  othre 
honourable  lettres  daited  in  your  said  Castell  the  iij  day  of  the 
forsaid  moneth  of  Marche,  desiring  in  the  same  the  luffing  ad¬ 
mission  of  your  servaunt  and  counsellour,  Ric  Grene  to  thoffice 
forsaid: — my  lord  true  it  is  that  the  xxix  day  of  Febr.  forsaid,  which 
was  the  day  of  the  beriall  of  Milez  Metcalf,  our  late  Recordour, 
whome  God  assoile,  we  assembled  in  Counsaill  after  certain  com- 
municacion  had  mongs  us  concernyng  thelleccion  of  an  new 
Recordour  for  certain  urgent  causez  and  consideracions  as  well 
concernyng  the  liberties  and  franchesse  graunted  unto  the  same 
citie  as  the  puplique  wele  therof  and  quietnesse  of  us  and  thol 
inhabitaunts  of  the  same,  it  was  with  good  deliberacion  determyned 
concluded  and  ennact,  remanyng  of  record  in  the  registres  of  the 
said  Counsaill,  that  thelleccion  of  such  Recordour  with  all  cir¬ 
cumstance  and  other  things  concernyng  the  same  shuld  be  put  in 
respect  to  the  commyng  home  of  our  brethre,  Ric.  York  and  Rob. 
Hancok  absent  by  auctoritie  for  the  same  at  this  present  parle- 
ment.  Wherfor  we  in  our  moost  humble  wise  besuch  you  to  be 
unto  us  and  the  same  Citie  as  ye  have  bee  at  all  tymes  herbifor 
especiall  and  singler  good  lord  in  this  behalve,  and  all  other  things 
concernyng  our  liberties  and  fraunchesse  forsaid,  which  saved 
and  kepid  with  our  othes  and  feithes  made  unto  the  observacion 
of  the  same,  we  shall  indevour  us  not  oonly  at  the  commyng  home 
(fo.  8)  of  our  said  brether,  bot  at  all  other  tymes  and  seasons  to  doo 
unto  you  such  pleaser  and  service  as  for  the  tyme  shall  lye  in 
our  litill  powers;  with  our  daily  prayers  to  God  who  preserve 
you,  right  prepotent  and  our  moost  especiall  and  singler  lord  in 
honour  and  prosperous  state  longe  tendure  with  felicitie  to  his 
pleaser.  Frome  York  the  ix  day  of  Marche. 

fo.  8b.  Election  of  Recorder  deferred  till  next  Assizes. 

xj  day  of  Marche  the  yere  within  writyn  (1485-6).  Present — 
William  Chymney,  Mayor,  11  Aldermen,  1  “Sheref",  9  “of  the 
Counsaill." 

Assembled  in  counsaill  after  comunicacion  had  concernyng 
thelleccion  of  a  new  Recordour  and  understanding  the  grete 
ruyne,  decaye  and  desolacion  of  the  said  Citie,  with  remembraunce 
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of  that  also  at  this  Citie  is  soo  charged  with  fee  ferme  and  other 
importable  to  be  borne  by  the  same  Citie,  without  the  Kings  grace 
be  more  benignely  shewed  unto  them,  wherof  they  have  singler 
hoop  and  trust,  so  comforhed  by  the  report  of  Richard  York  and 
Robert  Hancok,  late  being  with  his  highnesse,  and  by  the  same 
gretely  comforthed  as  they  have  shewed  to  the  good  pleasure  of  all 
the  said  Counsaill,  yeving  theme  hertly  thaunks  for  ther  manyfold 
labours  taken  in  that  behalve  for  the  well  of  the  said  Citie,  that 
they  be  not  of  powre  to  bere  thordinarye  and  necessarye  chargs 
of  the  forsaid  Citie,  moost  specially  now  after  resumpcions  of 
grauntez  made  by  king  Richard  and  other,  whome  God  assoile, 
and  seasing  of  the  payments  of  tolls  and  other  things  in  late  days 
paid  by  estraungers  and  other  resorting  unto  the  said  Citie  for  the 
tyme;  wherfor  they  not  thinking  necessarie  or  expedient  for 
theme  bot  rather  to  be  deniyd  in  theme  to  charge  the  said  Citie 
forther  with  the  fees  and  curialitie1  accustumed  to  be  yevene  unto 
the  Recordour  of  the  said  Citie,  which  is  bot  a  charge  voluntarye 
to  be  had  or  not  had  at  ther  pleasurs  after  qualitee  of  causez 
occurent  for  the  tyme,  which  if  any  such  shuld  happyn  hastly,  as 
God  defend,  may  be  ordured  by  the  discreccion  of  the  said  Counsaill 
with  assistance  and  good  advise  of  such  ther  Counsellors  as  be 
abiding  in  the  said  Citie  and  other  places  adjoynyng  unto  the 
same,  with  good  deliberacion  determyned  that  thact  of  elleccion 
of  the  said  Recordour  shuld  be  continued  unto  the  next  Assise 
or  other  tyme  of  common  resorte  of  the  lerned  Counsaill  unto  the 
forsaid  Citie. 


fo.  192.  Sheriff’s  Dispute. 

Monday  before  Feast  of  St  Valentine  13  March,  1  Henry  VII 
(1485-6).  Present — Nicholas  Lancaster,  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  2 
Sheriffs,  6  of  the  xxiv. 

After  examinaccon  of  a  mater  of  variance  and  debate  hanging 
betwix  the  shereffs  forsaid  (John  Beverley  and  Roger  Appilby)  and 
ther  officers,  and  othre  ther  servaunts,  and  part  takes  one  the  oone 
partie;  and  Roger  Laton,  Squire,  Thomas  Fissher  and  othre  taking 
his  parte  over  that  othre  partie;  it  was  aggreed  that  all  the  Counsaill 
shuld  be  commaunded  tappere  here  on  Weddynsday  next  com- 
myng  to  take  a  direccion  in  the  said  variance;  and  the  said  Roger 
hath  promised  in  the  meane  tyme  to  kepe  the  Kings  peax  without 
yeveng  of  any  occasion  unto  the  contrary,  in  word,  countenance 
or  deed  and  also  that  he  shall  obbey  and  stand  to  such  direction 
as  the  Maire  Aldermen  and  othre  of  the  Counsaill  shall  sett  in  this 
bihalve,  and  to  the  same  entent  dispose  hyme  tappere  before  the 
said  Counsaill  the  said  Wedynsday  at  ix  of  the  clok. 

1  Curialitie;  something  done  out  of  courtesy;  perhaps  “  presents  ”  here. 
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fo.  96.  Coming  visit  of  the  King  to  York.  Letter  to  the 
Archbishop.  Pinners  ordinances.  Request 
of  the  Countess  of  Northumberland. 

Tuwesday  the  xvjth  day  of  March  in  the  first  yere  of  the 
yere  (sic)  of  Kinge  Herry  the  vijth  (1485-6).  Present — William 
Chimney,  Mayor,  10  Aldermen,  1  “Shereff,”  9  “  Counsellors.’ ’ 

Assembled  in  Counsaille  after  certain  communicacion  had 
concernyng  purviaunce  to  be  made  within  this  Citie  for  the  hon¬ 
ourable  recey vyng  of  the  King,  if  it  shall  fortune  his  grace  after  this 
fest  of  Estre  to  resort  unto  the  same  Citie,  it  was  thoght  that  a 
wise  and  thankfull  letter  shuld  be  directed  from  the  said  Counsaill 
unto  the  moost  Reverend  fader  in  God  my  lord  Archbisshop  of 
York,  declaring  his  diligent  acquitall  and  good  lordship  shewed 
unto  the  said  Citie,  and  to  be  conveyed  unto  the  same  his  lordship 
by  Mastre  John  Haryngton  in  all  hast. 

The  tenour  of  the  letter  direct  unto  the  said  Archbisshop 
folowth  herafter  and  is  such  : — 

To  the  moste  reverende  fader  in  God  and  our  moost  especiall 
and  singler  good  lord  Tharchbisshop  of  York. 

Most  reverend  fader  and  our  moost  especiall  and  singler  good 
lord,  we  in  our  moost  humble  wise  recommend  us  unto  your  good 
lordship,  thanking  the  same  in  as  hertly  wise  as  to  us  is  or  may  be 
possible  for  your  manyfold  benefits  and  merciez  which  ye  have 
shewed  at  large  unto  us  and  this  your  poor  Citie  at  all  tymes 
herbifore,  and  now  of  late  tyme  unto  our  brether,  Ric.  York  and 
Robert  Hancok,  for  the  whiche  we  with  our  bodies  and  goods  shalbe 
redie  at  all  tymes  to  doo  you  pleaser  and  service  to  the  uttermost 
of  our  litill  powers,  with  our  daily  prayer  to  God  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  your  moost  reverend  prosperitie.  Where  amongs  other 
things  of  the  bountiuousnesse  of  your  good  grace  shewed  unto  us 
and  the  same  your  Citie,  we  be  enfourmed  that  it  pleased  your 
said  lordship  to  your  peyne  (fo.  10)  for  our  comforth,  surtie  and 
quietnesse  to  commaunde  that  we  shuld  send  unto  you  at  this 
tyme  some  discrete  personne  to  undrestand  your  good  adviace 
and  pleaser  how  we  shuld  demeane  us  ayenst  this  supposid  com- 
myng  of  the  King,  our  soverain  Lord  unto  this  your  Citie;  we  not 
oonely  willing,  according  to  our  dutie  to  observe  your  said  com- 
maundement,  bot  also  for  our  surtie  to  be  sufficiently  instructed 
how  to  deal  in  the  premissez,  saving  the  Kings  pleaser,  and  our 
dutie  unto  his  grace,  with  such  things  as  hath  be  shewed  unto  his 
highnesse  as  well  by  your  said  lordship  as  by  bille  of  humble 
supplicacion,  declaring  of  truth  the  evident  povertie  of  the  same 
Citie,  have  at  this  tyme  sent  unto  you  your  servaunt,  Master 
John  Haryngton,  our  Commune  clerk,  beseching  you,  not  oonely 
to  be  soo  good  lord  unto  us  as  to  yeve  us  your  good  advertisment 
in  this  partie,  but  as  well  to  yeve  credence  unto  the  said  Mastre 
John  in  such  things  as  he  shall  declare  unto  your  forsaid  lordship 
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on  our  behalve  in  the  same,  wherby  as  by  other  your  moost  singler 
good  lordship  shewed  unto  us  and  this  your  said  poore  citie  ye  shall 
bynde  us  and  all  other  the  poor  Commoners  how  to  be  your  con- 
tinuall  oratours  and  servaunts,  most  reverend  fader  in  God  and 
our  moost  especiall  and  singler  good  lord;  Almighty  God  preserve 
you  in  felicitie,  long  to  endure  to  his  pleasur.  Frome  York  the 
xvjth  day  of  Marche.  Your  mooste  humble  oratours  and  servaunts, 
the  Maier,  Aldermen,  Sheriffs  and  other  of  the  Commune  counsaille 
of  the  Citie  of  York. 

Moreover  it  is  aggried  that  the  auncient  ordinaunce  of  the 
Pynners  shalbe  observed  and  kepid  as  it  was  bifore  the  tyme  that 
Nicholas  Loncastre  was  Maire  of  this  Citie;  notwithstanding  any 
act  made  in  the  tyme  of  hyme  into  the  contrary,  and  that  they 
shalbe  restored  to  such  distressez  as  was  of  late  taken  from  theme 
by  the  craft  of  Girdlers. 

( fo .  10b)  Also  this  day  it  was  commond  by  the  Maior  to  be 
ennact  how  that  my  Ladye  of1  Northumberland  on  Sonday  last 
past,  calling  unto  hur  prescence  the  same  Maior,  Richard  Yorke, 
Thomas  Wrangwisshe,  John  Tong,  John  Fereby,  Thomas  Scotton 
and  John  Harper  in  the  Frere  Austyns  in  this  Citie,  willed  theme 
noo  thinge  shuldbe  further  attempted  in  the  mater  concernyng 
thelleccion  of  a  new  Recordour  unto  the  next  tyme  of  hur  retourne 
unto  the  same  Citie,  notwithstanding  any  writing  to  be  made 
into  theme  in  the  meane  tyme,  shewing  that  she  shuld  be  ther 
warant  and  defence  in  that  partie. 

fo.  11.  The  King  nominates  a  new  Recorder. 

Monday  callid  Blake2  monday  the  xxvij  day  of  March  the 
first  yere  of  the  reigne  of  King  Henry  the  vijth  (1486).  Present — 
William  Chymney,  Mayor,  8  aldermen,  2  sheriffs,  10  “of  the 
Counsaill.” 

Assembled  in  counsaill  in  the  Chapitour  of  the  Cath.  chirch 
of  Sanct  Peter  of  York,  where  the  Kings  lettres,  wherof  the  tenour 
ensuyth  was  opynly  red. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Aldremen  and 
Commone  Counsaill  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

By  the  King 

Trusty  and  wel  beloved  we  grete  you  wele;  and  for  asmoch 
as  we  be  enfourmed  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  calle  late  from  this 
uncertaine  and  transitory  life  unto  his  good  mercy,  Miles  Metcalf, 
by  his  life  your  Recordour,  wherby  ye  stande  now  destitute  of  such 
an  officer,  wee  tendering  the  welle  and  honour  of  our  Citie  there, 

1  In  the  Chamberlains  Roll  for  1  Henry  7  is  the  following  entry  : — Et  in 
denariis  solutis  pro  j  exinnio  dato  Comitissae  Northumbriae,  dominica  in 
ramis  palmarum  xiijs. 

2  Blake  Monday  ;  Easter  Monday.  “Then  it  was  not  for  nothing  that 
my  nose  fell  a  bleeding  on  Black  Monday.”  Launcelot  Gobbo  in  Much  Ado 
About  Nothing.  See  Halliwell,  Dictionary  of  Archaic  and  Provincial  Words. 
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and  having  respect  unto  thabilitee,  sadnesse  and  discretion  of 
oure  trusty  and  welbeloved,  Thomas  Middleton,  with  the  pro- 
founde  experience  and  exercise  that  he  hath  in  our  lawes,  for  the 
which  we  think  hyme  right  convenient  and  mete  for  the  said 
occupacion,  desire  and  hertly  (sic)  you  that  at  the  contemplacion 
of  us  and  thies  our  lettres,  ye  woll  have  hyme  to  the  same  bifore 
all  other  especially  recommended  and  preservid,  and  therupon  to 
make  unto  hyme  your  lettres  patents  undre  your  commune  seal 
in  due  fourme;  and  in  soo  doing  ye  shalnot  oonely  provide  you  of  a 
sad  personne  to  doo  unto  you  good  and  worshipfull  service  in  the 
said  office,  but  cause  us  therfor  to  have  you  in  the  more  tendre 
remembraunce  of  our  good  grace  in  tyme  to  come.  Yeven  undre 
our  signet  at  our  Citie  of  London,  the  xxiiij  day  of  March. 

fo.  12b.  Arrangements  for  the  King’s  Visit. 

No  day  or  month  1st  Henry  VII  (1486).  Present — William 
Chimney  Mayor,  5  of  the  xij,  1  Sheriff,  11  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  determined  that  the  King  shuld  have  at  this  his 
accept  commyng  to  this  Citie,  the  present  ensuyng;  first  in 
maynebrede  casts  cc;  also  in  wyne  of  rosse  colour  a  tone;  in 
grete  fatt  oxen  vj;  in  gret  and  fatt  weders  L.  And  over  this  that 
the  Maier  and  Aldermen  cled  in  colour  of  violet  in  greyns,1  the 
xxiiij  cled  in  clothing,  colour  of  murrey,  the  Commonaltie  in 
gounes  of  rede,  shall  waite  on  the  King  on  horse  at  Bilburghcrosse 
on  this  half,  after  that  at  two  of  the  saide  Aldermen  and  the  two 
Sheriffs  have  mett  with  his  grace  at  Tadcaster  Brige,  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  bounds  of  this  tranches;  and  also  that  in  con- 
sideracion  of  that  at  the  Kings  highnesse  remembering  the  povertie, 
decay  and  ruyn  of  this  Citie  shewed  unto  hyme  by  the  moost 
reverend  Fader  in  God  Tharchbishop  of  York,  Richard  York 
and  Robert  Hancok  late  being  at  his  parliament  and  other,  is 
content  to  have  no  money  of  the  same  Citie,  as  by  meyne  of 
reward  like  as  other  Kings  of  England  haith  be  accustomed  to 
have  here  before  of  the  same  Citie,  at  the  first  and  next  commyng 
to  the  forsaide  Citie,  and  othre  cities  of  his  realme,  wol  that  some 
convenyent  Shew  be  had  ayenst  the  Kings  said  commyng  by  the 
counsell  of  some  which  can  devise  the  same,  wherby  his  highnesse 
may  the  rather  be  movid  to  think  that  the  said  Maior,  Aldremen, 
Sheriffs  and  other  inhabitaunts  heyr  be  gladded  and  joifull  of 
the  same  his  commyng,  as  thei  have  be  in  tymes  past  of  seing 
commyng  of  other  Kings  ther  soverain  lords. 

fo.  13.  John  Vavasour,  chosen  Recorder. 

Not  dated.  Present — William  Chymney,  Mayor,  6  of  the 
xij,  2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  Counsell  first  determined  that  thei  wold  this 
1  Violet  in  greynes  ;  dyed  in  grain — a  fast  colour.  N.E.D. 
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day  procede  to  theffectuall  eleccion  of  a  new  Recorder  place,  and 
ther  upon  incontinently  thei,  proceding  unto  the  saide  eleccion,  of 
one  hole  mynde,  assent  and  consent  have  named  and  elected  John 
Vavasour,  serjiaunt  at  the  law,  to  be  the  Recorder  of  the  same 
Citie,  as  moost  hable  and  convenient  personne  above  othre  in 
thies  parties  to  the  rowme  of  the  said  Recorder.  And  therupon 
the  said  John  Vavasour  called,  presented  hyme  self  unto  the  said 
Counsaill,  were  really  admitted  unto  the  said  office  of  Recorder, 
making  oth  upon  the  holy  evangelist,  that  he  during  the  tyme 
that  he  shuld  truly  and  indifferently  to  yeve  his  counsaile  unto 
the  Maier  and  his  breder  and  othre  of  the  Counsaill  of  this  Citie 
in  all  causes  and  matiers  concernyng  the  same  Citie;  and  com  unto 
Counsaill  when  he  shalbe  desierid  by  the  Maier  or  his  Lieutenaunt, 
leveing  at  all  tymes  of  his  absence  such  a  sufficient  and  wel  lerned 
man  abiding  within  the  said  Citie,  redy  to  yeve  his  Counsaill  at  all 
tymes  of  nede  as  shall  appertigne,  as  the  said  Maier,  his  breder, 
and  the  said  Counsaile  shalbe  content  with  to  be  sworne  in  like 
forme. 


fo.  13b.  A  Show  to  be  devised  for  the  King. 

Dispute  between  two  Aldermen. 

Not  dated.  Present — William  Chimney,  Mayor,  7  Aider- 
men,  2  Sheriffs,  12  “of  the  Counsaile.” 

Assembled  concluded  with  Sir  Henrie  Hudson,  prest,  that  he 
shuld  have  the  conneance  of  the  making  and  directing  of  the 
Shew  to  be  maide  ayenst  the  Kings  next  commyng  heder,  which 
the  said  Henrie  haith  undertake  to  do  to  the  worship  of  the  Citie 
heyre;  and  for  the  same  Shew  he  shall  have  in  rewarde  of  the  said 
Citie  over  thexpenses  to  be  maide  in  that  partie,  and  rewards  to 
be  yeven  to  other  persones  to  be  occupied  about  the  same  to  be 
borne  by  the  forsaid  Citie,  five  marcs  in  money  with  some  con¬ 
venient  thing  to  be  yeven  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Maier  unto 
the  church  of  Spofford,  wher  the  said  Sir  Henrie  is  parish  prest 
haveing  cure  of  the  soules  of  the  pariching  ther. 

Also  it  was  determined  by  the  said  presence  for  the  (blank) 
of  peax  and  quieting  of  thinhabitans,  that  wher  matier  of  vari- 
aunce  is  depending  betwixt  John  Harper,  Alderman  of  this  Citie 
of  the  one  partie,  and  William  Tod,  late  Alderman  of  this  Citie 
on  the  other  partie,  that  duryng  the  tyme  that  the  saide  matier 
shall  hange  accused  betwixt  theme,  nether  of  theyme  shall  goo 
in  procession  in  or  a  bout  the  parich  of  All  Halows  of  the  Payment, 
wher  thei  be  parichings.1 

1  On  Tuesday  in  Easter  week.  Harper  and  Todd  had  been  bound  over 
before  the  Mayor  and  others  to  keep  the  peace  under  a  penalty  of  ^100. 
Cause  of  dispute  was  about  precedence. 
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fo.  14.  Letter  from  Lord  Clifford  ; 

the  Council's  reply. 

No  date.  Present — William  Chimney,  Mayor,  7  of  the  xii, 
2  Sheriffs,  12  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  receveid  a  letter  fro  the  Lord  Clifford  beryng  the 
tenour  ensuyng. 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  my  trusty  f rends  the  Maier  of 
York  with  his  brether  and  thinhabitance  of  the  same  : 

Your  loving  frend,  H.  Lord  Clifford  and  of  Westmerland. 

Right  worshipfull  and  my  trusty  frendez  I  commaund  me 
unto  you;  and  it  is  so  that  the  Kings  grace  haith  commaundid  me 
to  come  to  his  presence  to  Notinghame,  and  afor  his  commyng  to 
Yorke  I  entende  to  be  with  you,  and  there  to  mynistre  as  myn 
ministres  haith  done  here  to  fore  in  all  things  that  accordith  to  my 
dewtie;  wherfore  I  hertely  pray  you  as  my  trust  is  in  you  that 
ye  wol  put  you  in  all  deligence  that  ye  can  deviace  to  content  the 
Kings  grace,  and  the  rather  at  myn  instance  and  desiere  to  prepare 
all  things  ther  according  to  your  old  custome  as  may  be  to  the 
moost  worshipe  of  the  Citie,  and  to  you  and  me  bothe,  for  I 
entende  to  be  of  as  goode  will  and  favour  unto  the  Citie  and  you 
as  any  other  of  myn  aunstytres  haith  bene  before,  like  as  my 
right  trusty  servante  thies  berer  shall  shew  you  my  ferther  mynde 
in  that  behalve,  to  whome  it  like  you  to  giffe  credence,  and 
almighty  God  preseve  you  to  his  pleaser.  Writyn  at  my  Castell 
of  Skipton  the  third  day  of  Aprill. 

Wherupon  the  said  presence  concedering  the  contents  of  the 
said  letter  it  was  shewid  unto  oon  Karlell,  servaunt  unto  the  said 
Lord  Clifford,  berer  of  the  said  letter,  by  the  mouthe  of  John 
Vavasour,  serjiaunt  at  the  law,  Recorder  of  the  Citie,  that  under 
the  King  the  Maier  of  the  said  Citie,  is  lieutenaunt,  having  full 
power  and  auctoritie  under  the  King  and  lawes  to  rul  and  gyde 
the  Citie  haveing  knawlege  by  presidences  (fo.  14b.)  remanyng 
of  record  in  the  Register  of  the  said  Citie,  in  what  maner  and 
forme  thei  shall  recive  the  Kinge  and  how  to  deame  theme  to  his 
highnesse  in  evere  behalve,  trustyng  so  to  be  have  theme  in  that 
behalve  that  his  grace  shalbe  wel  content  and  pleasid;  and  wher 
it  shuld  seme  to  be  thought  unto  the  forsaid  lord  that  his  auncestres 
haith  had  some  maner  of  administracion  and  reul  in  the  said  Citie 
in  the  commyng  of  the  King  unto  the  same,  it  was  shewed  unto 
the  said  Karlell  to  reporte  unto  the  forsaide  Lord  for  his  aunswere 
in  that  matier,  that  by  the  said  presidences  or  otherwise  it  can  be 
knawen  unto  theme  that  ever  eny  of  the  saide  Lord  ancestre 
had  eny  such  administracion  or  reul  within  the  saide  Citie;  if  eny 
such  have  had  of  right  the  Maier  and  his  said  brether  wold  have 
been  as  glad  of  hyme  as  other  ther  predecessours  haith  been  of  his 
auncestres;  and  therupon  hertely  commaunding  theme  unto  the 
forsaid  Lord  desiered  hyme  to  yeve  his  attendance  of  the  Kings 
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grace  according  to  his  deutie,  and  be  unto  theme  and  this  Citie 
good  lord  as  other  his  auncestres  haith  be  herebefore. 

fo.  14b.  Dispute  about  precedence.  Election  of  a  new 

Alderman. 

No  date.  Present — William  Chimney,  Mayor,  Thomas 
Asper,  deputy  Recorder,  8  of  xii,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  counsell  after  comuni  cacion  had  on  the 
matier  of  travax  hanging  betwixt  John  Harper,  Alderman,  on  the 
one  partie,  and  William  Tod,  lait  Alderman,  now  dischargid,  on 
the  other  partie,  for  preeminence  betwixt  theme,  with  good 
deliberacion  determined,  as  well  for  the  honour  of  the  Citie  as  for 
a  president  to  be  put  in  remembrance  for  that  which  may  ensew 
herafter,  that  the  said  John  Harper  in  all  things  shal  have  pre¬ 
eminence  above  the  saide  William  Tod  at  al  tymes;  and  that  the 
same  William  Tod  shalbe  commaunded  so  to  accept  the  said  John 
Harper  in  evere  behalf.  And  also  thene  after  the  said  Maire  and 
Aldermen  proceding  to  thelleccion  of  a  new  alderman  to  be  in  the 
rowmbe  of  Robert  Ameas,  late  Alderman,  deceassid,  named, 
electid  and  chose  William  Whit  to  be  Alderman  in  the  same 
rowme. 

fo.  15b.  The  Reception  of  Henry  VII. 

It  is  concludit  by  the  Maior,  his  breder  Aldermen,  and  other 
of  the  Common  Counesell  of  the  Citie,  that  thei  being  in  gude  hope 
to  fynd  the  King  more  gracious  soveraine  lord  unto  the  forsaide 
Citie,  by  the  mediacion  of  the  most  reverend  fader  in  God,  tharch- 
bisshop  of  York,  and  other  lords  spirituall  and  temporall  of  his 
moste  noble  Counesaill,  shewing  theime  and  all  thinbitants  therof 
gretely  gladdit  and  joyed  of  the  commyng  of  his  moost  riall  per- 
sone,  with  other  his  nobles,  unto  the  said  Citie,  have  ordeigned  and 
prepared  to  receyve  the  Kings  grace  in  forme  folowing,  that  is 
to  saie. 

First;  wher  the  two  Sheriffs  of  the  said  Citie,  for  the  tyme 
being,  with  xx  horses,  haith  be  accustumed  to  yeve  attendance 
of  Kings  herbefor  resorting  unto  the  Citie  at  Tadcastre  brige,  being 
thextremitie  of  ther  fraunches,  it  is  now  concludid  that,  not  oonly 
the  saide  two  Sheriffs,  bot  as  well  two  of  the  Aldermen,  accom- 
paned  with  xl  horsses,  shall  ther  wait  on  his  grace. 

Secundly;  where  the  Maire  and  Aldermen  cled  in  long 
gownys  of  skarlet,  and  other  of  the  Couneseil,  accompan}^d  with 
thinhabitants  of  the  Citie,  have  be  accustumid  to  wait  of  Kings 
in  lykwise  commyng  to  the  Citie  on  horse  bak,  aboute  two  miles 
fro  the  Citie,  thei  be  determined  that  the  saide  Maier  and  Aider- 
men  in  like  clothing  of  skarlet,  the  Common  Couneseill  and  Clerc 
in  violet,  Chambrelayns  in  murray,  and  maney  of  thinhabitants 
in  rede,  on  horse  bak,  shall  wait  on  the  King  at  Bilburgh  crose, 
about  v  miles  fro  the  Citie,  and  other  thinhabitaunts,  which  may 
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not  ride,  or  be  of  power  to  have  rede  gownes,  to  yeve  ther  attend¬ 
ance  on  foote  betwix  Dringhowsis  and  the  Citie,  beside  a  certaine 
nowmbre  of  childrine  as  shalbe  gaddard  togiddre  aboute  Sanct 
James  Chappell,  calling  joyfully  “King  Henrie”  after  the  maner 
of  children  (/<?.  16). 

Thirdly;  at  the  entrie  of  the  Citie  and  first  Bar  of  the  same, 
shalbe  craftely  conceyved  a  place  in  maner  of  a  heven,  of  grete 
joy  and  anglicall  armony;  under  the  heven  shalbe  a  world  desolate, 
full  of  treys  and  floures,  in  the  which  shall  spryng  up  a  rioall  rich 
rede  rose  convaide  by  viace,1  unto  the  which  rose  shall  appeyre 
another  rich  white  rose,  unto  whome  so  being  togedre  all  other 
floures  shall  lowte  and  evidently  yeve  suffrantie,  shewing  the 
rose  to  be  principall  of  all  floures,  as  witnesh  Barthilmow;2  and 
therupon  shall  come  fro  a  cloude  a  crowne  covering  the  roses  after 
the  which  shall  appeir  a  Citie  with  citisyns,  with  the  begynner 
of  the  same  callid  Ebrauk,  which  shall  salute  the  King  with 
words  folowing  in  prose,  and  therupon  present  unto  the  King  the 
keys  of  the  Citie,  being  thenheritaunce  of  the  saide  Ebrauk,  yelding 
his  title  and  his  crowne  unto  the  King  as  moost  glad  of  hym  above 
al  other. 


Ebrauke. 

Most  reverend  rightiuose  regent  of  this  rigalitie, 

Whos  primative  patrone  I  peyre  to  your  presence, 

Ebrauk  of  Britane,  I  sitt  nat  this  Citie 

For  a  place  to  my  pleasour  of  moost  prehemynence; 

Herunto  I  recoursid  for  most  convenience 

In  comforthing  that  by  cource  of  liniall  succession, 

Myne  heires  this  my  Citie  shuld  have  in  possession. 

Of  right,  I  was  regent  and  rewlid  this  rigion, 

I  subdewid  Fraunce,  and  led  in  my  legence; 

To  you,  Henrie,  I  submitt  my  Citie,  key  and  crowne, 

To  reuyll  and  redresse,  your  dew  to  defence; 

Never  to  this  Citie  to  presume  ne  pretence, 

Bot  holy  I  graunt  it  to  your  governaunce, 

As  a  princepall  parcell  of  your  inheritaunce. 

Please  it,  I  besuch  you,  for  my  remembrance, 

Seth  that  I  am  premative  of  your  progenie  (fo.  16b), 

Shew  your  grace  to  this  Citie  with  such  abounedance, 

As  the  reame  may  recover  in  to  prosperitie, 

And  also  of  your  grace  gyve  not  your  ee 
Oonely  to  this  Citie  of  insufficience, 

Bot  graciously  consider  therwith  and  diligence. 

1  Viace  =  Device. 

a  Bartholomew.  “De  Proprietatibus  Rerum a  mediaeval  encyclopedia. 
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It  is  knawne  in  trueth  of  grete  experience 
For  your  blod  this  Citie  made  never  degression, 

As  recordith  by  the  grete  hurt  for  blode  of  your  excellence; 
Wherfore  the  rather  I  pray  for  compassion; 

And  to  mynd  how  this  Citie  of  old  and  pure  affeccion 
Gladdith  and  injoith  your  high  grace  and  commyng, 

With  oon  concent,  knowing  you  ther  Sufferaine  and  King. 

Fourthly;  the  King,  commyng  up  the  strets,  shall  se  the  same 
furnished  with  clothis  of  the  best  which  may  be  gottyn  within 
the  Citie  for  the  honourment  of  the  same,  and  at  his  entrie  unto 
Use  brigge  in  the  end  of  the  streets  of  Skeldergate  and  Northstrete, 
becauce  no  gapps  shall  appeir,  shall  ther  be  clothes  hangid,  and  a 
convenient  thing  divisid  wherby,  if  the  weder  be  fair,  of  the  lords 
before  and  other  ne  before  the  King  schall  rayne  rose  water. 

Fifthly;  shalbe  on  the  hight  of  Ousebrigge  a  roall  troyne  and 
therin,  sodanely  appering,  set  togidder  in  counsail,  sex  kings 
crounned,  betokining  the  sex  Henries,  which,  after  the  sight  had 
of  the  King,  with  certaine  convenient  laisour  avisidly  shall  com- 
myt  a  septour  unto  Salamon,  cledd  as  King,  which  Saloman  shall 
therupon,  taking  that  septour,  and  saying  the  words  folowing 
unto  the  King  in  prose,  yelde  unto  him  the  saide  septour  in 
tokining  that  in  hym  is  wisdome  and  justice. 

Salomon 

Most  prudent  prince  of  pruved  prevision, 

Theiz  primordiall  princes  of  this  principalitie 

Haith  preparate  your  reame,  the  vijth  by  succession  (fo.  17) 

Remitting  reame  als  right  to  your  rialtie. 

Theiz  ar  Kings  condigne  of  your  consanguinitie, 

Ful  riall  and  rightiuose  in  rewle  of  ther  regence, 

And  ful  lordly  thai  execute  the  lawes  of  ther  legence. 

Seth  that  God  moost  glorius,  eternall  sapience, 

Did  insence  me,  Salomon,  of  his  effluent  grace, 

Wherfore  I  an  takin,  as  patrone  of  prudence, 

To  discuss  up  in  conscience  ich  judiciall  cace, 

Revolving  how  with  sapience  ye  have  spent  your  space, 

To  the  tyme  of  this  your  misteriusly 
Obteyning  as  moost  worthi  your  right  not  regosly. 

Now  reane  ye,  reule  ye  your  reame  rightiuosly, 

By  politike  providence,  as  God  haith  indewid, 

To  you  sufferaunce  in  sapience  submitting  me  umbly 
Your  sage  favour  sothfastnesse  haith  so  be  shewid 
In  ich  judiciall  right  this  reame  to  be  renewid, 

Ye  be  avisid  most  worthi  by  graciouse  affluence 
Submitting  to  your  sufferaunt  my  septour  of  sapience. 
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Sextly;  shal  appere  in  thend  of  a  strete  joining  on  the  syde 
of  Ousegate  passing  into  Conyngstrete,  shalbe  a  shewe,  and  fro  the 
same  shall  come  hailestones  to  be  maid  by  viace  falling  on  the 
lords  and  other  commyng  ne  before  the  Kyng,  hailestones  to  be 
made  by  crafts  of  cumfetts. 

Sevently,  shalbe  at  the  Common  Hall  a  castell  appering  of 
grete  force,  wherin  David,  as  the  most  principall,  shall  appeir,  and 
he  shall  with  words  felowing  yeld  unto  the  King  a  swerd  of  his 
victorie;  ther  shal  be  in  that  castell  citisyns,  which,  after  a  sight 
of  the  King  and  remembraunce  of  hyme,  with  gude  countenaunce 
shall  appeir  in  clothing  of  white  and  greyne,  shewing  ther  trueth 
and  hertly  affeccion  unto  the  Kinge. 

David 

Most  prepotent  prince  of  power  imperiall, 

Redowtid  in  ich  region  of  Crists  affiance, 

Your  acts  victorious  be  notid  principall, 

In  maner  more  noble  then  Charlis  of  Fraunce, 

Seth  God  so  disposith  of  his  preordinaunce, 

And  right  so  yeve  me  might  to  devyne  goodly, 

I,  David,  submitt  to  you  my  swerd  of  victorie. 

When  I  reynid  in  Judie,  I  know  and  testify 
That  Ebraunce  the  noble  which  subdewid  Fraunce, 

In  memorie  of  his  triumph  this  citie  did  edify, 

That  the  name  of  his  noble  shuld  have  continuance; 

I  witnesh  that  this  Citie,  without  variaunce, 

Was  never  deflorid  be  force  ne  violence. 

Wherfore  I  have  chosyn  it  for  my  place  to  your  presence. 

Submitting  it  with  thafforce  and  trueth  to  your  excellence, 
Beseching  your  highnesse  the  more  for  myne  instance 
To  this  your  inheritance  tak  gracious  complacence 
Seth  that  it  is  your  Citie  not  filid  with  dissavaunce 
Treu  and  bold  to  your  blode,  not  dreding  perturbance, 
Which  causid  most  this  Citie  to  be  desolate, 

Now  reuwing  in  comforth  to  attaine  your  asstate. 

Eghtly;  shalbe  at  thend  of  Swy  negate  joining  of  Stay  negate, 
our  lady,  commyng  frome  hevin,  and  welcome  the  King  in  words 
felowing,  and  therupon  ascend  a  yene  into  heven  wit  angell  sang, 
and  ther  schall  it  snaw  by  craft  to  be  made  of  waffrons  in  maner 
of  snaw. 

Oure  lady 

Henrie,  seth  my  sone,  as  the  sufferayne  haith  the  sembly  assynyd 
Of  his  grace  to  be  governer  for  his  people  protection, 

Full  specially  that  thine  heies  of  petie  be  declined,  ( fo .  18) 

I  pray  the  seth  the  people  haith  me  mich  in  affeccion. 
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My  Son  and  my  soveraine  in  whome  is  eleccion, 

Singulerly  his  Citie  haith  honourde  humbely 
And  made  me  ther  meane  without  in  objeccion. 

In  hope  of  your  help  to  have  it  holy 

What  I  axk  of  his  grete  grace  he  grauntith  it  gudely 

As  a  beame  of  all  beutes  benyngne, 

The  his  Knyght  he  haith  callid  victoriously 
To  convoce  and  concord  this  his  contrie  condigne. 

I  pray  in  this  space. 

For  this  citie  a  place  of  my  pleasing, 

And  have  you  no  drede  nor  no  dowting, 

Coritinuall  heir  in  this  reynyng. 

I  shall  sew  to  my  sone, 

To  send  you  his  grace.1 

fo.  22b.  The  King  wishes  to  nominate  the  new  Sword-bearer. 

Friday  the  x  day  of  Juyne.  Present- — William  Chymney, 
Maior,  Thomas  Asher,  depute  Recorder,  9  Aldermen,  9  of  the 
Counsel. 

Assembled  in  counsell  commaundid  the  Kings  lettres  to 
theyme  directed  to  be  discloused  and  rede  after  the  tenour  en- 
suyng. 

By  the  King. 

To  our  trusty  and  right  welbelovid  the  Maier,  Sheriffs,  Aider- 
men  and  Common  Counsell  of  oure  Citie  of  York. 

Trusty  and  right  welbelovid  we  gret  you  wele,  and  for 
somoche  as  we  be  enfourmed  that  he  which  occupieth  thoffice  of 
Swordeberer  within  our  Citie  of  York,  by  cause  of  his  great  age  and 
such  diseases  and  infirmities  as  resten  in  hyme,  of  liklyhode  may  not 
long  occupie  and  exercise  the  saide  office  as  it  is  said;  we  havyng 
consideracion  unto  the  trewe  and  feithfull  hert  that  oure  well 
belovid  Robert  Langston  oweth  and  berith  unto  us,  with  thabilitie 
and  honour  that  he  is  of,  metely  for  thoccupacion  of  that  said 
office,  desier  therfor  and  in  our  herty  wise  pray  you  that  at  such 
tyme  as  the  said  office  shall  happyn  to  be  voide,  be  it  by  deth,  cession, 
or  left  by  thoccupier  therof,  ye  than  wol  have  the  said  Robert  at 
the  contemplacion  of  our  lettres  therunto  before  any  othre  persone 
recommendid  and  preferred,  as  we  trust  you,  wherin  as  in  our 
opynion  ye  shall  not  onely  purvey  you  of  an  hable  persone  to  do 
you  good  and  worshipfull  service  bot  also  for  the  same  greatly 
please  us  and  deserve  our  herty  thanks.  Yeven  undre  our  Signet 
at  oure  manoure  of  Shene  the  iiijth  of  Juyne. 

1  The  Chamberlain’s  Rolls  give  details  of  money  spent  on  the  King's 
visit.  6s.  8d.  was  given  to  the  King’s  servants,  called  House  men;  30s.  to  the 
City  Recorder  for  his  speech  when  the  King  entered  on  the  City’s  liberty; 
12d.  for  a  pair  of  organs;  13s.  4d.  for  two  trees  made  of  paper;  43s.  9d.  for 
painting  banners;  5s.  for  repairing  platforms;  4s.  for  the  payment  of  the 
Weavers'  pageant;  10s.  for  songmen;  66s.  8d.  the  payment  made  to  Henry 
Hudson  and  other  clerks  appearing  in  the  show. 
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Wherupon  the  said  Maier,  Aldermen  and  ( fo .  23)  Counsell- 
ours  calling  to  remembraunce  how  hertofore  it  pleased  the  King 
to  shew  unto  theyme  how  his  mynde,  wol  and  pleasur  was  and 
shuld  be  that  thei  shuld  enjoy  the  auncheant  liberties  and  costomes 
with  free  eleccion  of  all  maner  ther  officers  for  the  tyme,  not¬ 
withstanding  any  writing  to  be  maide  fro  his  grace  in  favour  of  eny 
persone  herafter;  and  also  how  of  old  tyme  it  haith  be  accustomed 
and  ordigned  for  diverse  gret  and  urgent  causes  that  such  as  served 
unto  the  Kinge  or  othre  lord  for  writing  to  obtigned  any  office 
apperteignyng  unto  the  disposicion  of  the  saide  Maior,  Aldermen 
and  Counsellours  shal  never  have  ne  enjoy  the  said  office  or  rowm, 
or  othre  within  the  said  Citie,  therfor  and  for  othre  causes  and 
consideracions  theyme  moveing  have  determined  that  Robert 
Langston,  named  in  the  said  lettres,  shuld  never  enjoy  thoffice  of 
Swerdberer  or  othre  office  within  the  said  citie.  Forthermore  it 
is  ordigned  that  frome  hensford  during  the  tyme  that  the  said 
Citie  shalbe  indebtid,  noo  lernyd  man  shall  have  eny  yerely  fee 
of  the  said  Citie,  except  the  Recorder,  Comon  clerc,  and  Attorney 
in  the  Common  place;  provided  allwey  that  these  ordinaunce  shall 
not  be  extendid  to  such  as  be  now  in  possession  of  fees  yeven  by 
the  said  Citie.  Also  it  is  ordigned  that  the  testament  of  Girlyngton 
shalbe  really  executed  in  evere  point  therof  as  shall  appertigne 
before  Middesomer  next  commyng  and  so  fro  tyme  to  tyme 
herafter  according  to  the  true  mynde  and  entend  of  the  same. 

fo.  27b.  The  Case  of  John  Norman. 

xxi  day  of  Julie  (1486).  Present — William  Chymney,  Maier, 
Thomas  Asher  Recorder  deputie,  9  Aldermen,  1  Sheriff,  10  of  the 
Counsel. 

Assembled  in  counsaell  weir  desired  by  oon  calling  him  self, 
John  Pigg,  servaunt  unto  the  Kings  highnes,  to  see  hyme  dis- 
clouse  the  Kings  lettres  directid  unto  John  Norman  of  York  in  the 
words  folowing 

By  the  King 

Welbelovid  we  grete  you  weile  and  where  as  it  is  shewid  unto 
us  for  veray  truth  that  John  Nesfeld  delivered  hertofore  unto  your 
keping  certaine  goods  to  the  valeue  of  foure  or  fy ve  hundreth  marcas 
or  above,  which  remayne  in  your  hands,  as  it  is  said;  we  for  certain 
causes  us  moving,  woll  and  charge  you  that  forthwith  upon  the 
sight  of  thies  our  lettres,  ye  deliver  al  the  same  goods  unto  our 
servaunt,  the  bringer  herof,  or  ells  that  ye  immediately  come  with 
hym  unto  us  to  show  matier  and  cause  resonable,  if  ye  eny  can 
allege,  why  ye  aught  not  thus  to  doo,  not  failing  herof  in  eny 
wise,  as  ye  woll  aunswere  in  that  behalve  at  your  perill.  Yeven 
undre  our  signet  at  our  paleis  of  Westminster.  The  xxij  daie  of 
Juyn. 

To  our  welbelovid  John  Norman  of  our  Citie  of  York. 
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And  theropon  after  lectoure  of  the  said  lettres,  the  said  John 
Pigg,  considering  how  the  saide  Maier  and  counsael  at  his  desire 
wolling  therby  to  doo  singuler  pleasour  unto  the  King  direct  their 
writing  unto  the  said  John  Norman;  ( fo .  28)  and  the  same  sent  with 
their  officer,  John  Nicholson,  serjaunt  at  the  mase,  unto  Hull,  wheir 
it  was  shewed  that  the  saide  John  Norman  then  was,  willing  hym 
incontinent  upon  the  sight  of  the  saide  writing  to  have  beyn  with 
the  said  Maier  and  Counsaell  to  have  understand  what  shuld  have 
be  shewid  unto  him  in  that  partie,  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
saide  John  Norman  apperid  not,  desired  the  said  Maier  and  Coun¬ 
saell  to  se  the  goods  of  the  saide  John  Norman  put  in  savegard 
unto  such  tyme  the  Kings  mynd  be  farthre  understand  in  that 
partie,  wher  upon  Angnes,  wif  unto  the  saide  John  Norman, 
appering  before  the  saide  Maire  and  counsell,  shewid  the  Kings 
savegard  under  the  Kings  signet,  bering  the  tenour  ensuying 

By  the  King 

Henry  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Yngland  and  of  Fraunce 
and  lord  of  Ireland  to  almanner  our  officers,  true  liegemen  and 
subgietts  hering  or  seing  thies  our  lettres,  and  to  every  of  theme 
greting.  We  lat  you  weit  that  we  of  our  speciall  grace  have  taken 
in  to  our  savegard,  proteccion,  tuicion  and  defense,  John  Norman 
of  York,  late  Attourney  unto  John  Nesfeld,  squier,  al  his  lands, 
goods  and  catalles.  We  therfore  woll  and  charge  you  that  ye  ne 
vex  ne  trowble  him  in  eny  behalf  for  the  said  Nesfeld  or  othre  wise, 
bot  that  ye  suffur  the  saide  John  Norman  quietly  and  peasibly 
to  enjoy  his  saide  lands,  goods  and  catalles  without  disturbance, 
let  or  impediment  of  you  or  any  of  you,  as  ye  wol  avoide  our 
grevous  displeasour  and  awnswer  unto  us  at  your  perills.  Yeven 
undre  our  signet  at  our  Citie  of  London  the  viijth  day  of  Septembre 
the  first  yere  of  our  Reigne. 

After  the  sight  of  the  which  savegard  the  saide  Maier  and 
Counsaell  denying  to  accomplishe  the  desire  of  the  saide  John 
Pigg,  determined,  wrote  unto  the  Kings  grace  a  letter  after  the 
tenour  ensuying.  To  the  most  high  and  mighti  cristen  prince  and 
our  moost  redoubtid  soverain  lord  the  King.  (fo.  28b)  We  in  the 
moost  humble  wise  recommend  us  unto  your  grace  with  al  sub¬ 
mission  deu  unto  your  magestie.  Pleas  it  the  same  to  have  knaw- 
lege  that  the  xvijth  day  of  this  present  moneth  of  July,  your 
servaunt  John  Pigge,  shewing  by  mouth  that  he  had  your  moost 
noble  lettres  dirett  unto  our  concitisyne,  John  Norman,  affirmed 
to  be  your  pleasour  that  the  same  lettres  shuld  be  delivered  unto 
hym  before  us,  your  moost  humble  subgietts,  we  wolling  according 
to  our  dewtie  to  put  us  in  our  ful  devours  to  thaccomplishement 
of  your  pleasour  in  every  behalve,  yeveing  credence  unto  your 
said  servaunt,  sent  oon  of  our  servaunts  unto  the  saide  John 
Norman,  than  being  at  your  towne  of  Hull,  as  it  was  said,  with 
our  writing  to  him  directed,  by  the  which  we  commaundid  him 
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incontinent  upon  the  sight  of  the  same  writing  to  be  with  us  to 
understand  such  things  as  shuldbe  declared  unto  him,  at  the  same 
his  commyng;  which  John  Norman  by  our  saide  servaunt  culd  not 
be  founden  in  eny  wise.  Wherupon  your  forsaid  servaunt  presenting 
him  before  us  the  xxj  day  of  the  same  moneth  seing  that  the  saide 
John  Norman  apperid  not  toke  on  hym  to  disclose  your  saide  moost 
noble  lettres  directed  to  the  forsaid  John  Norman,  leveing  with  us 
a  copy  of  the  same,  by  the  which  we  undrestode  that  your  saide 
grace  commaundid  hym  to  deliver  unto  your  said  servaunt  such 
goods  as  he  haith  of  John  Nesfeld,  or  els  tappeyr  before  your 
highnese  incontinent  upon  the  recept  of  the  same  your  lettres. 
And  theropon  your  saide  servaunt  on  your  behalve  commaundid 
us  to  put  in  surtie  to  your  behove  such  goods  as  the  said  John 
Norman  had  within  this  your  Citie,  which  moost  gracious  soverain 
Lord  we  ne  durst  take  on  hus  to  doo  without  your  especial  com- 
maundment  unto  us  in  that  partie  in  writing  direct,  in  considera- 
cion  of  that  at  Agnes,  wif  of  the  said  John  Norman,  appering  before 
us  the  said  xxj  daie  of  July,  in  presence  of  your  saide  servaunt, 
shewid  unto  us  your  moost  noble  lettres  of  savegard  gr  aunt  id  unto 
the  said  John  Norman,  bering  the  tennour  herin  closid,  declaring 
ferther  unto  us  that  her  forsaide  husband  seith  the  tyme  of  your 
moost  fortunate  reigne  was  taken  in  examinacion  by  diverse  of 
( fo .  29)  your  moost  noble  Counsael  in  things  concerning  the  saide 
goods,  and  theropon  after  enpresonment  of  his  persone  by  diverse 
daies  paied  for  his  savegard  in  that  behalve  C  marcs.  xvs,  as  your 
saide  servaunt,  which  diligently  haith  acquit ed  hym  in  the  premisses, 
can  more  largely  shew  unto  your  highnese,  of  whome  we  besuch 
to  have  knawlege  what  shalbe  your  pleasour  how  we  farthre  shall 
deal  with  the  saide  John  Norman,  if  it  fortune  hym  at  eny  tyme 
herafter  to  resorte  unto  the  same  your  citie,  which  according  to  our 
naturall  dueties  we  shall  endevour  as  to  accomplesh  to  the  utter¬ 
most  of  our  litil  powers,  by  godds  grace,  who  ever  preserve  you 
most  high  and  mightie  cristen  Prince  and  our  moost  redoubtid 
soverigne  lord  in  felicite  long  to  endure:  Fro  York  the  xxij  day  of 
Julie 

Your  most  humble  subgietts  the  Maier  Aldermen  and 
Common  Counsael  of  your  Citie  of  York. 

fo.  30b.  An  imprisonned  Priest  set  at  liberty  by  the 

King’s  order. 

Copie  of  a  letter  delivered  fro  the  King's  grace  unto  the  Maire, 
the  last  day  of  July,  ensuyng  herafter. 

By  the  King 

To  our  trusty  and  webeloved  the  Maier  and  Sheriffs  of  our 
Citie  of  York,  Trusty  and  welbelovedd  we  grete  you  wele,  and 
where  as  oon,  Sir  Thomas  Metcalf,  preest,  for  certain  misbehavyngs 
surmised  to  be  doon  by  hym  ayenst  us,  contrarie  to  his  dutie  and 
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liegeaunce,  was  at  our  late  being  at  our  Citie  there  by  our  com- 
maundment  committed  unto  prisonne,  where  as  yit  he  remaneth. 
We  for  the  tendre  love  which  we  beer  unto  thordore  of  preesthode 
be  content  that  he  be  dischargied  of  his  said  emprisonement;  and 
therfore  we  woll  and  charge  you  that  upon  sufficient  suertie  by 
the  said  Sir  Thomas  founeden,  of  credible  personnes,  inhabitaunts 
of  our  said  Citie,  in  the  some  of  thre  hundred  pounds,  that  he  at  all 
tymes  shalbe  furth  commyng  tanswere  unto  us  for  such  things  as 
been  surmised  ayenst  him  and  that  from  hensfurth  he  shalbe 
to  us  and  al  our  liege  people  of  good  abering,  ye  incontinently 
therupon  doo  him  to  be  sette  at  his  large  and  libertie  without  dilay 
or  contradiccion,  as  our  trust  is  in  you,  and  thies  our  lettres  shalbe 
your  warraunt  and  sufficient  discharge  in  that  behalve.  Yeven 
undre  our  signent  at  our  palois  of  Westminster  the  xx  day  of 
Juyn.  Which  letter  openyd  red  and  understand  by  the  said  Maier 
and  Sheriffs,  Sir  Thomas  Metcalf,  preest  named  in  the  said  letter, 
Richard  Clerc  and  Thomas  Fynch,  late  sheriffs  of  the  Citie  of  York, 
were  bounden  after  the  forme  ensuyng  and  therupon  the  said  Sir 
Thomas  was  dischargied  and  put  to  his  libertie. 

fo.  34.  Letters  testimonial  for  an  Apprentice  ;  trading 

on  his  own  behalf. 

Thomas  Catlynson,  late  apprentice  to  William  Hancock 
exhibits  before  the  Mayor  letters  bearing  the  seal  of  the  Com- 
missiary  of  the  Court  of  York — Thomas  Pereson,  doctor  of  laws, 
containing  his  sworn  statement  as  follows — 

Be  it  had  in  mynde  that  I  Thomas  Catlynson,  laite  apprentice 
to  William  Hancok  of  the  Citie  of  York,  deceasid,  aboute  a  fortinet 
sieth  was  sent  by  Robert  Hancok,  alderman,  and  John  Elwald, 
oon  of  the  Chambreleyns  of  the  said  Citie,  unto  Hull  with  certaine 
lyen  to  be  delyverid  unto  oon  John  Pall,  Esterlyng,  thene  being 
at  Hull,  to  thentent  to  receyve  of  the  said  John  Pall  othre  lyen  of 
like  quantite  unto  the  behove  of  the  saide  Robert  Hancok  and 
John  Elwald,  which  I  did;  and  over  that  bestowid  tene  pownds  of 
lauful  english  money  of  certaine  marchandises  boght  to  the  behove 
of  the  said  Robert,  of  the  said  John  Pall  and  othre  Esterlyngs  by 
the  speciall  desire  of  the  forsaid  Robert;  and  therupon  after  when 
I  hard  say  that  ther  was  one  callid  Ventre,  having  as  it  was  said 
the  kings  chartar,  and  so  being  undre  his  proteccion,  lying  in  the 
Roide  of  Grymesby  with  certaine  marchandises  to  sell,  borowde 
on  myne  owne  trust  and  to  myne  owne  behove  and  use  tene  marcs 
of  one,  Sir  John  Atkynson,  othre  wise  called  Danby,  prest  of  Hull 
forsaide,  with  the  which  tene  marcs  I  bought  of  the  saide  Ventre 
two  kists  of  sogar,  price  thre  pownds  and  tene  shelings,  a  pipe  of 
white  wyne,  price  fyfty  shelings,  and  thre  cwellis  of  assh,  price  sex 
shelings  and  eghtpenys;  which  parcells  I  brought  unto  the  saide 
Citie  and  the  same  laide  in  a  place  sett  in  Skeldergate,  belonging 
to  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Selby;  and  than  aftre  sold  part  of  the 
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same,  soo  that  the  saide  marchandises  boght  by  me  of  the  saide 
Ventre  I  bought  of  myne  owne  auctoritie  without  consent,  ( fo . 
34b)  knawlege  or  ratificacion  of  the  saide  Robert  Hancoke,  and 
the  same  to  myne  use  and  profite  so  haith  occupied,  manerid  and 
disposid  as  I  may  awnswere  unto  God  at  the  drede  full  day  of 
Jugement,  and  so  helpe  me  God  and  theiz  holy  evangelists  (17 
July  1486). 

The  Mayor,  William  Chymney,  on  4  August,  issues  letters 
testimonial  under  the  seal  of  the  mayoraltie  stating  that  Catlynson 
had  appeared  before  him,  and  acknowledge  the  foregoing  to  be 
his  sworn  statement. 

fo.  35.  Delivery  of  Documents. 

5  August. 

Thomas  Wandisford,  in  his  propre  persone  appering  before 
William  Chimney,  Maier  of  the  Citie  of  York,  in  the  counseil  chamer 
on  Ouse  brige. . .  .delivered  unto  Sir  William  Yngilby,  knight,  and 
Thomas  Stillington,  squire,  threskore  and  seventene  peassiz  of 
evidencs,  skroulliz  and  muniments  in  parchment  and  paupir,  part 
of  the  same,  as  wele  concernyng  the  saide  Thomas  Stillington  and 
his  right,  as  othre  part  concernyng  the  reverend  fadir  in  God, 
Robert  Stillington,  the  Bisshop  of  Bathe,  and  othre  delivered  unto 
the  saide  Thomas  Wandisford  hertofore  by  the  saide  Sir  William 
Yngylby,  to  kepe  unto  such  tyme  he  shuld  demand  of  the  saide 
Thomas  Wandisford  the  delivere  of  the  saide  evidencs,  skroullis 
and  muniments. 

Added  later.  And  the  vijth  day  of  march  the  iiijth  yere  of 
the  reign  of  king  H.  the  vijth  the  said  Thomas  appering  tofore 
John  Harpar,  than  being  Maior,  confessed  and  maid  knowlige  that 
he  resavyd  the  said  evidencs,  skrouls  and  muniments  of  the  said 
Sir  William,  the  which  was  unto  hym  delyvered. 

fo.  36.  Letter  to  the  King. 

The  xxvijth  day  of  August  passid  undre  seal  a  letter  wherof 
the  tenour  ensuyth.  To  the  moost  high  and  mightie  cristine  prince 
and  our  moost  redoubtid  soweraine  Lord  the  King. 

Moost  high  and  mightie  cristened  prince  and  our  moost 
redoubtid  soverein  Lord,  we  in  the  moost  humble  and  obedient 
wise  recommend  us  unto  your  highnesse  with  as  hertly  mynds  and 
willis  to  doo  your  grace  condigne  pleaser  and  service  with  our 
bodies  and  goods  according  to  our  duties  as  any  subgietts  can  ber 
toward  ther  naturall  soverain  Lord,  besuching  your  saide  high¬ 
nesse  to  have  knawleige  that  we  being  the  moost  hevie1  creatours 
abiding  togader  in  such  a  Citie  have  sent  unto  your  moost  noble 
and  rioall  person  the  Clerc  of  our  poore  Counsail,  the  berer  herof, 
whome  we  moost  humble  besuch  your  highnesse  forsaide  to  yeve 
licence  to  shewe  to  the  same  the  cause  of  our  hevinesse,  and  in  that 
1  Hevie;  sad,  gloomy,  serious. 
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behalve  to  be  unto  us  moost  benign  and  gracious  soverain  Lord; 
and  we  shall  daily  pray  to  God  to  preserve  you,  moost  high  and 
mightie  cristened  prince  and  our  moost  redoubtid  soverain  Lord, 
( fo .  36b)  in  felicitie  long  to  endure  to  his  pleaser.  Fro  your  Citie  of 
York  the  xxviij  day  of  August. 

Your  moost  humble  subgetts  the  Maire,  Aldermen,  Comon 
Counseil  and  the  Commonaltie  of  your  Citie  of  York. 

fo.  36b.  Letter  from  John  Harrington,  with  copies  of  letters, 

asking  for  remission  of  Fee-farm. 

To  my  moost  especiall  gode  lord  and  maisters,  the  Maier, 
Aldermen,  sheriffs,  and  other  of  the  Counsail  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

After  moost  humble  and  dew  recommendacion  unto  you,  my 
lord  and  maisteris,  pleas  it  you  to  knawe  that  this  fryday  after  my 
lords  sekenesse,  his  grete  labour  and  disports1  takyn  with  Sir  John 
Savil,  Sir  Thomas  Fetzwilliam,  Maister  Sapcotts,  Robert  Gren  and 
other  many  grete  gentilmen  toward  my  lord  of  Shrowesbury, 
being  with  hym  at  my  commyng  and  departing,  my  saide  lord 
with  deligent  remembraunce  of  the  cause  of  my  commyng,  first 
stodid  how  to  write  and  to  whome,  and  finally  addressid  two  lettres, 
one  to  my  lord  Chaunceler,  and  the  othre  to  Maister  Secretarie. 
Maister  Carnebull  sparid  not  hym  self  in  this  matier,  and  after  his 
deligent  labour  maide  unto  my  lord  for  my  delivere,  he  at  my  desier 
haith  with  his  owne  pen  commendid  me  and  the  cause  of  my  riding 
unto  Maister  Secretarie,  with  whom  he  may  do  asmuch  as  eny  of 
his  degre,  and  many  above  the  same  liffing;  the  copies  of  all  thies 
lettres  ensueth  herafter.  It  is  wele  doone  that  a  letter  furthwith 
be  maide  unto  the  saide  maister  Carnebull,  after  the  effect  of  a 
paupir  herin  closed,  and  the  same  to  be  conveide  to  him  by  a 
sure  messinger  within  vij  daies  of  the  receipt  herof,  if  eny  such 
be  knawne;  and  ells  with  Maister  John  Sponer;  it  is  loked  after  soo 
soone  for  diverse  causes  (fo.  37)  which  I  shall  shew  unto  you  at 
my  commyng  home,  by  Gods  grace,  which  I  trust  to  God  shalbe 
sone  and  wele  to  your  pleasers;  wher  unto  I  shall  endevour  me  with 
all  deligence.  My  Lord  Chaunceler  is  at  Eeley  and  the  King  at 
Wynchester.  And  our  lord  God  preserve  you  right  honourable  and 
my  speciall  good  lord  and  maisters  in  felicitie  long  tendure  to  his 
pleaser,  fro 

Your  moost  humble  servant 

John  Harington 

Copie  of  the  letter  sent  to  my  lord  Chaunceler. 

My  lord,  I  commend  me  unto  you  in  myn  hertlyest  maner; 
and  where  ye  rathre  at  your  instance,  for  the  which  I  hertily  thank 
you  and  all  thei  of  the  Citie  of  York  entend  you  service,  the  Kings 
grace,  knawing  the  grete  ruyne  and  decay  of  his  saide  Citie,  by  his 
1  Disports;  diversion,  relaxation. 
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lettres  patents  graunted  to  the  same  all  fee  ferm  therof  to  hold  at 
his  pleaser,  yelding  yerly  unto  his  highnesse  xviij11  vs,  the  which 
grace  of  the  King  bounde  them  of  the  same  Citie  to  be  his  bedemen 
and  fastened  them  faithfully  to  his  highnesse;  now  is  assigned 
for  the  Kings  household  cxx11,  parcell  of  the  saide  fee  ferme  contrari 
the  saide  graunt  laborid  by  you.  This  thing  passing  the  prince  and 
his  counceill  so  soone  chaunged,  hevieth  soore  and  troubeleth  the 
Maior  and  his  brether  with  othre  rulers  of  the  saide  Citie,  by  the 
which  and  by  othre  means  thei  be  gretely  encombrede,  as  Maister 
John  Harington,  this  berer,  Clerc  of  the  Counseile  of  the  saide  Citie, 
can  shew  you,  to  whome  I  pray  you  yefe  credence,  and  as  ye  have 
begone  with  theme  for  there  wele,  soo  continue  and  the  rathre 
for  my  sake,  wherof  I  eftsones  pray  you  as  hertely  as  I  canne, 
and  Almightie  Jeshu  have  you  ever  in  his  moost  mercifull  keping. 
At  my  maner  of  Southewell,  the  first  day  of  Septembre 

Yours,  during  my  life,  Thomas  Ebor. 

( fo .  37b)  Copie  of  the  letter  direct  to  Maister  Secretarie  fro  my 
lord  Archebisshop. 

Maister  Secretarie,  I  commaund  me  unto  you  in  myne  hertiest 
maner;  and  where  the  King’s  grace,  knawing  the  grete  ruyne  and 
decay  of  his  Citie  of  York,  by  his  lettres  patents  grauntid  to  the 
saide  Citie  all  the  fee  ferme  of  the  same,  to  hold  at  his  pleasour, 
yelding  yerely  xviij11  vs,  the  which  grace  of  the  King  bounde  theme 
of  the  saide  Citie  to  be  his  bedemen,  and  fastened  theme  faithfully 
to  his  highnesse,  now  is  assigned  out  of  the  Kings  eschequire  for 
the  household  by  tale  made  unto  Richard  Junour  of  Westminster 
cxx11.  parcell  of  the  saide  fee  ferme,  contrarie  to  the  saide  graunt. 
This  thing  passing  the  Kings  highnesse  and  his  counceill  so  soone 
chaungede,  heveth  soore  and  troubleth  the  Maior  and  his  brethre, 
and  rulers  of  the  saide  Citie,  by  the  which  and  by  othre  means 
thei  be  gretely  oncumbred,  as  Maister  John  Harington,  Clerc  of  the 
Counseill  of  the  saide  Citie  can  show  you,  to  whome  I  pray  you 
yeve  credence,  and  be  such  meane  unto  the  Kings  grace  at  this 
tyme  that  rathre  by  your  labour  the  saide  taile  may  be  called  in 
againe,  and  the  said  Maior  and  his  brethre  before  the  day  of 
eleccion  of  new  Sheriffs  of  the  saide  Citie;  which  he  can  name 
unto  you,  may  bring  theme  in  writing  some  thing  frome  the  Kings 
grace  to  ther  comford,  now  set  in  grete  hevinesse.  Where  of  I 
eftsones  pray  you  as  hartly  as  I  can;  and  Allmightie  Jesu  preserve 
you  to  his  pleaser.  At  my  maner  of  Southwell,  the  first  day  of 
Septembre. 

Your  lover  Thomas  Ebor. 

(fo.  38)  Copie  of  Maister  Carnebull  letter,  direct  to  Maister 
Secretarie. 

After  my  deutie  with  recommendacion  unto  your  good 
maistership;  pleasid  the  same  to  wite  that  my  speciall  loveing 
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frende,  Maister  John  Harington,  this  berer,  haith  required  me  to 
recommend  him  with  the  cause  of  his  commyng  unto  you,  and  soo 
I  doo  in  myne  hertiest  maner;  besuching  you  for  him  for  thex- 
pedicion  of  the  saide  cause,  and  for  the  soone  sending  him  hoome. 
But  for  the  grete  trust  he  haith  in  your  maistership,  it  had  bee 
hard  to  have  conjured  hym  to  have  commen  to  the  court  as  a 
sewtour.  The  next  tyme  I  shall  write  to  you  to  chaunge  your 
style,  I  trust  in  God,  who  have  you  ever,  myne  especiall  good 
maister,  in  his  moost  mercifull  keping.  At  Southwell  the  first  day 
of  September. 

Your  ever  loving  Carnbull. 

fo.  39b.  Safeguard  for  the  Sheriffs.  Letters  from  the  King 
about  the  Fee-Farm  and  about  unrest  in  York. 

Present — William  Chimney,  Maier,  John  Vavasour,  Recorder, 
5  Aldermen,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  Counsail. 

Assembled  in  counsail,  received  and  hard  redd  the  Kings 
severall  lettres,  bering  the  tenour  herafter  writtin;  and  therupon 
the  same  redd  and  understandit,  it  was  determined  that  the 
Sheriffs  now  being  and  thexsecutours  of  John  Beverley,  late  Sherif, 
shuld  pay  furthwith  unto  the  hands  of  the  Chamerleyns  threskor 
pounds  to  the  behove  of  this  Citie  by  force  of  the  Kings  lettres 
patentes  made  in  that  behalve;  and  that  the  Maier  and  Aldermen 
and  Counsaile  forsaide  shuld  see  that  the  saide  Sheriffs  and  ex- 
ecutours  shuldbe  kepid  harmeles  in  that  behalve,  in  case  that  thei 
never  have  allowaunce  of  the  same  in  the  Kings  exchequier  at  ther 
accompts  to  be  yeldid  in  that  partie,  and  that  the  said  Sheriffs 
and  executours  shuld  pay  unto  the  Maier  nene  pownds,  two 
shilings  and  sex  penys  to  his  use  as  dew  unto  him  at  Estre  last 
past,  as  ser jaunt  at  armes  so  named  by  the  lettres  patentes  made 
by  King  Richard,  and  that  the  saide  Maier  shalbe  boundon  to  kepe 
theme  harmeles  in  that  bihalve;  in  witnesh  wherof  the  Maier, 
Aldermen,  Sheriffs  and  Counsailours  herafter  haith  writtin  ther 
names.1 

fo.  40  By  the  King 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maier,  Aldermen,  Shiriffs 
and  Common  Counsail  of  our  Citie  of  York. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele;  and  where  as  we 
at  our  last  being  at  our  Citie  there,  seing  the  great  ruyne  and 
extreme  decay  that  the  same  is  fallen  in,  perdoned  you  in  relief 
thereof  all  such  fee  ferme,  sauf  oonly  the  some  of  xviij11  v8,  the  same 
to  contynue  during  our  pleaser;  it  is  shewid  unto  us  by  our  wel- 
belovid  Maister  John  Haryngton,  Clerc  of  your  Counsaill,  how 
that  ye  stand  in  dought  and  feer,  whether  our  saide  graunt  shalbe 
unto  you  valeable  or  effectuell  by  cause  of  ane  assignament  made 

1  This  document  is  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  all  others  present. 
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upon  the  saide  fee  ferme  of  the  some  of  cxx11  for  thexpenses  of  our 
household,  we  assure  you,  how  be  it,  that  the  saide  assignement 
precedid  our  saide  graunte  maide  unto  you,  yet  our  ful  entent  and 
mynd  is  that  ye  shall  fully  enjoy  theffect  of  the  same,  and  woll 
that  according  to  our  saide  perdon  ye  receyve  stil  in  your  hands 
your  saide  fee  ferme  for  this  yere,  and  so  forth  during  our  pleaser; 
and  we  shall  othre  wise  provide  for  thassignement  of  our  saide 
household,  willing  therfore  that  noon  of  you  dought  or  feer  to 
take  upon  him  thoffice  of  Sheriffs  or  other  office  of  our  saide  Citie, 
for  we  shall  see  our  saide  graunt  to  stand  ferme  and  stable,  wher- 
unto  ye  may  verely  trust.  And  where  we  assigned  certain  money 
of  the  saide  fee  ferme  to  be  emploed  upon  the  reparacion  of  the 
wallis  and  othre  things  of  our  saide  Citie,  we  woll  and  charge  you, 
the  Sheriffs  there,  that  money  remanyng  in  your  hands  for  the 
saide  causes  ye  doo  deliver  unto  the  Chamerleins  there,  by  theme 
to  be  bestowed  according  to  our  saide  assignement,  not  leving  this 
undoone  as  ye  entend  to  please  us.  Yeven  under  our  Signet  at 
our  monasterie  of  Shaftesbury  the  xij  day  of  Septembre. 

fo.  40b.  By  the  King 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maier,  Aldermen  and 
Sheriffs  of  our  Citie  of  York. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  wele,  lating  you  weit 
that  it  haith  be  shewid  unto  us  how  that  matiers  by  means  of 
unjust  mayntennaunce  and  otherwise  have  be  late  attained  within 
our  Citie  there  by  certaine  persones,  whos  names  our  welbeloved 
Maister  John  Harington,  Clerc  of  your  Counsaill,  by  our  com- 
maundement  shal  shew  unto  you  at  large,  not  oonly  to  the  sub¬ 
version  of  our  peax  and  lawes,  and  perturbance  of  our  true  sub- 
getts,  bot  also  by  the  same  diverse  of  theme  have  be  put  to  thex- 
treme  daungier  and  perill  of  their  lives,  wherof  we  be  not  content 
nor  pleased;  wherfore  we  entending  rest  and  unite  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  amongs  our  subgietts,  especially  amongs  thincorporats  and 
inhabitaunts  of  our  Citie  there,  which  we  have  in  favour  and  tender- 
nesse  of  our  good  grace,  wol  and  desire  you  that  calling  the  persones 
before  you  betwix  whom  the  saide  controversies  rest,  ye  woll 
deligently  examine  the  grounde  and  occasion  of  the  same,  and 
thereupon  by  thadvise  of  your  lerned  and  sad  Counsaill,  and  by 
such  wise  and  discrete  ways  as  ye  can  use  ye  woll  indevour  you 
to  the  finiall  appesing  of  the  same,  and  establisshement  of  rest  and 
unite  to  be  had  amongs  our  subgetts  there,  to  the  good  publike  and 
sad  governaunce  of  our  saide  Citie.  And  if  ye  fynde  any  persone 
obstenate  and  not  confourmable  herunto,  that  then  ye  certifie 
us  of  his  name,  and  we  shall  provide  such  sharp  remidy  herin 
according  to  his  demerits  as  shalbe  to  the  ferefull  exemple  of  all 
othre;  doing  your  true  and  effectuall  deligence  herin  as  we  may 
evidently  perceive  and  understand  the  good  disposicions  that 
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ye  have  tobey  and  please  us.  Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our 
monasterie  of  Shaftesburie  the  xij  day  of  Septembre. 

fo.  41.  John  Harrington  accused  of  being  a  Scot. 

Present — William  Chimney,  Maior,  John  Vavasour,  Recorder, 
2  Aldermen,  1  Sheriff,  5  of  the  Counsel. 

Assembled  in  Counseil  received  a  letter  bering  the  tenour 
ensuyng — 

To  the  right  honorable  Sirs,  the  Maire,  Aldermen  and  Comon 
Counseil  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

Your  owne,  Sir  John  Aske. 

Right  honorable  Sirs,  I  commaund  me  unto  you,  and  thank 
you  for  the  tender  favour  that  ye  have  unto  my  kynsman,  Maister 
John  Harington,  the  Clerc  of  your  Couneseil;  and  wher  I  am  in¬ 
formed  that  he  at  his  late  being  with  the  Kings  grace  understode 
by  his  good  lords  and  maisters  ther  that  he  was  reputid  to  be  a 
Scot,  which  grew  on  the  report  of  one,  Thomas  Wharf  of  Citie 
(sic)  whome  ye  have  examyned,  and  forder  entendith  to  examyn 
in  that  behalve,  I  desire  you  to  have  knawlege  for  truith  that  the 
saide  Maister  John  was  borne  in  Estryngton,  besids  Hoveden,  of 
his  moder,  a  poore  gentilman  whos  fader  was  to  my  fadir,  whome 
God  assoile,  att  the  third  degre  of  consanguinitie,  which  I 
wold  have  comen  and  shewed  unto  you  in  propre  person,  if  it 
had  semed  to  my  saide  kynsman  that  I  shuld  soo  have  done. 
And  soo  I  wol  at  his  pleaser  hast.  If  this  slaunderous  report  come 
to  the  eers  of  some  young  men  of  the  blode,  that  he  is  of,  it  woll 
greve  theyme,  I  doubt  not,  which  I  pray  you  desire  the  saide 
Thomas  Wharfe  to  remembre.  As  for  his  fader  I  trust  he  woll 
declare  hyme  unto  you  to  be  an  Englishman,  and  a  poore  gentil¬ 
man  borne  thof  he  never  werr  taken  heir  bot  for  a  yoman  which 
he  haith  been  right  wele  at  ease  before  this,  and  yet  may  lif  to  his 
honestie,  blissid  be  God,  the  better  if  my  saide  kynseman,  his  sone, 
faire  wel,  to  whome  I  pray  you  for  my  sakes  to  be  more  singuler 
good  lord  and  maisters,  if  ye  can  soo  be  in  enywise;  and  our  Lord 
God  preserve  you  to  his  pleasour.  From  Aughton,  the  xxij  day  of 
Septembre. 

fo.  42.  Penalty  for  striking  Officials  of  the  City. 

Affray  between  Aldermen.  The  Crane. 

Feast  of  St  Hillary1  2  Hen.  VII  (1486).  Present — William 
Chimney,  Maior;  John  Vavasour,  Recorder;  Thomas  Asher,  deputy 
Recorder,  8  Aldermen,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  Counsel. 

Assembled,  determined  that  who  soo  ever  being  eny  of  the 
incorporats  of  this  Citie  that  violently  in  his  awne  defalt  drawith 
herafter  eny  blode  of  the  Maire,  Aldermen  or  other  of  the  Counseill, 

1  The  Feast  of  St.  Hilary  falls  on  31  Jan.  so  this  document  would  appear 
to  be  misplaced. 
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as  the  xxiiij,  Recorder,  Recorder  deputie,  Common  Clerc  and 
other  of  the  saide  Counseill,  resiant  and  abiding  within  the  saide 
Citie,  besids  amends  don  unto  the  partie  shal  pay  unto  the  behove 
of  the  Citie  at  every  tyme  ten  pownds  without  perdon  therof. 

And  also  thei  thought  that  John  Vavasour,  Recorder,  nuper 
electid  betwixt  John  Harper,  Alderman  on  the  one  partie,  and 
William  Todd,  late  Alderman  on  the  other  partie,  of  almaner  of 
actions,  debats,  trespasses,  controverses  and  demaunds  hanging 
betwixt  the  saide  parties,  shuld  yeve  award;  which  therupon 
awardid,  ordenyd  and  jugied  the  saide  John  Harper  and  William 
Todd  shuld  forbere  going  procession  and  making  of  offering  in 
propre  persones  unto  the  Monday  in  the  third  weke  of  Lent  in  ther 
parich  church,  as  in  likewise  John  Feriby  haith  promised  to  doo; 
after  the  which  Monday  the  above  writtin,  John  Harper  con- 
tinewyng  Alderman,  shal  have  in  the  saide  church  and  all  other 
placs  within  the  liberties  of  this  Citie,  and  at  all  tymes  preem- 
minence  afore  the  saide  William  Tod,  remaneing  bot  a  communer; 
and  also  that  the  saide  William  Todd  shuld  pay  unto  the  forsaide 
John  Harper  in  recompence  and  amends  for  his  hurt  ten  pownds 
with  payment  of  such  money  as  the  Surgions  shal  have  for  ther 
labour  in  curing  of  the  saide  John  Harper,  which  the  saide  William 
( fo .  42b)  paide  without  delay  unto  the  forsaide  John  Harper;  and 
also  that  the  same  John  Harper  in  presence  of  the  Maior,  Aldre- 
men  and  the  Common  Counsell  shuld  say,  and  soo  he  saide  unto 
the  saide  William  Tod  the  words  folowing,  that  is  to  say;  Maister 
Maior  and  ye  Maisteris,  bredren  and  Aldermen,  it  is  so  that  before 
this  tyme  I  called  William  Tod  a  coyner  and  a  money  maker,  by 
hardsaw1  or  saying  of  othre  men  and  none  othre  wise,  notwith¬ 
standing  I  say  for  certeine  that  I  never  knew  hym  for  none  nor 
never  understude  hym  as  oone.  And  finally,  that  eithre  of  theime 
shuld  be  fully  frendid  with  the  othre  and  tak  hands,  which  thei 
did 

The  Common  Crane  is  leased  to  William  Jackson  for  a  term 
of  ten  years  for  ten  marks  annually.  ( fo .  43)  Jackson  “to  stand 
and  beir  at  his  propre  chargies  all  maner  casualties  and  infortune 

of  eny  thing  commyng  or  happinnyng  to  the  saide  Craen . 

and  also  susteigin  and  bere  at  his  propre  costs  and  expenses  al¬ 
maner  slings,  cabills,  hooks." 

fo.  44.  Admission  of  a  Wait.  Letter  to  the  Recorder. 

Present — William  Chimney,  Maior,  7  Aldermen,  4  of  the 
Counsel. 

Assembled,  acceptid  and  admittid  Robert  Conngilton,  one 
of  the  Waits  of  this  Citie,  to  be  in  the  roume  of  Robert  Sheyne, 
being  in  so  grete  age  and  soo  decrepid  that  he  ne  may  forther 
attend  thoccupaccion  of  Waite  forsaide.  In  consideracion  wherof 
and  of  the  long  continued  since  that  he  haith  done  in  the  saide 

1  Hardsaw  ;  hearsay. 
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roume,  by  the  space  of  xl  yeres  and  more,  it  is  determined  that  the 

saide  Robert  Sheyne  yerely  during  his  life . shall  have . 

thirtene  shelings . and  a  house  of  the  commons,  with  charge 

of  reparacion,  without  eny  other  ferm. 

To  the  right  worshipfull  Sir  and  our  right  trusty  and  hertley 
welbeloved  John  Vavasour,  ser jaunt  at  law,  Recorder  of  the  Citie 
of  York. 

Right  worshipful  Sir  etc . in  consideracion  of  that  at 

ye  knaw  the  grete  nede  which  our  Chamerleins  haith  of  money  to 
be  emploed  aboute  the  reparacion  of  our  walls  and  othre  charge 
of  the  saide  Citie,  ye  wol  take  such  peyne  as  you  at  this  the  com- 
myng  of  our  brother,  Richard  York,  unto  the  Kings  grace  as  by 
the  same,  and  help  of  our  saide  brother,  we  may  have  hastely 
word  from  you  againe  to  our  comford  and  profit  of  the  same  Citie, 
as  our  veray  trust  is  in  you,  that  knowith  our  lord  God,  who  ever 
preserve  you,  right  worshipful  Sir  etc. 

Fro  York,  the  fourt  day  of  Octobre 

Your  awne,  the  Maior  and  Aldermen  of  the  Citie  of  York 

fo.  44b.  Letter  from  Alice,  Lady  Fitzhugh. 

The  thirtie  day  of  Octobre.  Present — William  Chimney, 
Maior,  Thomas  Asher,  Recorder  deputie,  7  Aldermen,  6  of  the 
counsel. 

Assembled,  received  a  letter  bering  the  tenour  herafter 
ensuyng 

To  the  right  worshipfull  Sirs,  the  Maior,  Aldermen  and 
Common  Counseil  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

Alys  lady  Fetzhugh. 

Right  worshipfull  Sirs,  I  commaund  me  unto  you;  and  for 
somuch  as  Maister  John  Haryngton  after  your  departour  fro  me 
and  my  lord,  my  sone,  in  the  church  of  York,  resorting  unto  me 
and  my  saide  sone  in  the  Freers  Austin,  soo  demeanyd  hyme  that 
I  and  my  saide  sone,  and  all  othre  my  sones  was  very  wele  content 
with  hyme;  I  wolling  you  to  knaw  the  same,  desire  you,  if  eny 
person  enything  attempt  in  that  behalve  to  the  hurt  of  eny  person 
that  ye  wol  indeferently  and  wisely  direct  the  same,  shewing  for 
undoubtid  that  I  am  as  good  lady  unto  the  saide  Maister  John 
as  ever  I  was,  and  all  my  sonnes  as  good  lords  and  maisteris  unto 
hyme,  as  thei  have  bene  unto  hyme  in  eny  tyme  past,  nought 
doubting,  bot  he  shall  soo  demean  hyme  toward  us  that  he  shalbe 
in  more  singuler  favour  with  us  then  ever  he  was  before  this  by 
Gods  grace,  Who  ever  preserve  you  to  his  pleaser.  Fro  my  maner 
of  Tanfeld  the  xxij  day  of  Octobre. 

fo.  45.  Tang  Hall  Common  land. 

The  xxxj  day  Octobre.  Present — William  Chimney,  Maior, 
Thos  Asper,  deputy  Recorder,  9  Aldermen,  13  of  the  Counsel. 
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Assembled  in  Counseil  concludid  that  an  abstinence  shuldbe 
had  of  entre  unto  the  Common,  which  is  pretendid  to  be  had  in 
Tang  Hall  unto  the  end  of  the  next  moneth,  and  all  othre  grounds 
wherin  eny  Common  is  pretendid,  and  that  the  serchours  shuld  be 
movid  to  be  content  with  the  same,  shewing  that  John  Sponer 
upon  Friday  or  Saturday  next  commyng  shall  for  the  good  directing 
of  the  premisses  be  send  to  London  to  the  Recorder,  with  a  letter 
to  the  Recorder,  and  instrument  to  be  made  unto  hyme  after  the 
tenour  ensuying  herafter;  and  that  in  the  mean  tyme  communica- 
cion  shalbe  had  with  the  Commoners  dwelling  next  unto  such 
grounds  as  was  in  travax,  to  understand  ther  mynds  in  that  partie. 
Wherupon  the  saide  Commoners  movid  by  Thomas  Scotton, 
Roger  Appilby  and  othre  therunto  assigned,  consentid  that  like 
abstinence  shuld  be  had  unto  the  Fest  of  Saint  Andrew  next 
commyng. 

To  the  right  honorable  Sir  John  Vavasour,  Serjaunt  at 
law,  Recorder  of  the  Citie  of  York. 

Right  honourable  Sir . the  Commoners  heir  callith  soo 

to  have  entrie  of  ther  Comon  we  have  with  great  labours  entreatid 
thame  to  be  content  to  forbere  unto  the  Fest  of  Saint  Andrew, 
shewing  unto  thame  that  in  the  meane  tyme  we  shal  have  your 
presence  heir  or  at  the  leist  your  hole  counseil  and  mynd  in  writing 
under  what  forme  we  shall  take  entrie.  Wherfore  we  hertely 
besuch  you  to  see  and  ripely  examen  such  instruments  as  we  have 
yeven  in  writing  to  the  berer  herof  to  be  shewed  unto  you,  and 
therupon  if  ye  may  in  eny  wise,  yof  it  be  to  your  peyn  and  losse, 
dispose  you  to  be  heir  before  the  saide  Fest  of  Saint  Andrew  ye 
shall  never  doo  thing  of  greter  pleaser  to  us  ( fo .  45b)  and  the  hole 
Commonaltie.  And  if  yt  may  not,  in  all  goodly  haist  to  certifie  us 
by  writing  soo  clerely,  that  this  berer  nede  have  no  credence  unto 
us,  as  wele  tuching  the  good  spede  of  the  pardon  of  our  fee  ferme 
as  of  the  entre  unto  our  saide  Common,  which  we  cannot  entrete 
the  Commons  to  forbere  longer  than  to  the  saide  Fest  of  Saint 
Andrew;  all  be  it  we  and  all  thei  as  ye  knaw  wole  be  disposed  to  doo 
what  we  goodly  may  in  favour  of  Maister  Carnbull  specially  and 
othre  also  in  whos  grounds  we  claim  Common.  If  our  brother, 
Maister  York  be  with  you  we  besuch  you  to  commaund  us  hertly 
unto  hyme,  and  pray  hyme  of  his  help  and  good  aviace  in  this 
behalve . From  York  the  fourt  day  of  Novembre. 

Your  awne,  the  Maior,  Aldermen  and  Common  Counseil  of 
the  Citie  of  York. 

Instruccions  yeven  to  the  messager  which  shall  resort  frome 
the  Citie  of  York  to  Maister  Recorder  of  the  same. 

First  desire  to  knaw  of  hyme  how  he  haith  spedid  in  the 
Citie  matier  touching  the  Kings  graunt  made  to  the  Citie,  and  if 
it  be  sped  to  send  word  certaine  of  the  same  furthwith,  if  eny  come 
heder  before  the  commyng  home  of  the  saide  messager. 
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If  it  be  not  finally  sped  sollicit  diligently  frome  tyme  to  tyme 
the  saide  Maister  Recorder  and  Maister  York  for  the  hasty  speid 
of  the  same  if  the  King  be  at  London,  or  if  the  speide  therof  may 
be  had  ther  in  his  absence,  and  ells  by  ther  good  aviace  and  writing 
to  be  sent  unto  the  Court  to  the  King’s  Secretarie  or  othre  after 
their  wise  discreccions  to  labour  for  a  final  conclusion  in  that 
behalve.  Maister  Ashby  of  the  Signet  haith  the  registour  conteign- 
yng  the  last  letter  sent  frome  the  King  to  this  Citie  in  that  matier; 

( fo .  46)  he  is  wise  and  luffeing;  and  Maister  Secretarie  may  doo 
moost  in  that  behalve,  unto  whome  Maister  Harington  haith 
writin  a  letter  tuching  the  premisses,  to  thentent  if  the  case  require, 
that  the  saide  messager  may  have  a  cause  to  present  hyme  self  to 
the  saide  Maister  Asshby  of  the  saide  Maister  Recorder  and  Maister 
York  seyme  he  shall  soo  doo  besids  ther  writing  to  be  made  in  that 
behalve. 

Secondly  shew  unto  the  saide  Maister  Recorder  and  Maister 
York  how  that  the  Comoners  of  this  Citie,  calling  to  remem¬ 
brance  the  good  and  luffeing  words  spokyn  unto  theyme  in  the 
name  of  the  hole  Counseil  by  the  mouth  of  Maister  Recorder, 
desiring  an  abstinence  of  entre  of  eny  ther  Common  kept  in 
severaltie  unto  the  Fest  of  Alhalows,  shewing  that  then  thei  shuld 
undoubtidly,  by  his  good  aviace  and  help  have  paixable  entrie; 
without  in  the  meane  tyme  things  might  be  founden  and  shewid 
by  the  contrarie  parties  why  thei  might  not  to  have  such  Comon; 
now  the  saide  Comoners  haith  desirid  of  the  saide  Counseil  that 
thei  may  have  the  saide  Comon.  It  is  knawne  that  such  letters  as 
was  directid  frome  this  Citie  to  Maister  Carnebul  in  that  behalve 
remanith  yit  in  Suthwell  by  cause  of  his  absence  to  hyme  not 
shewid;  considering  therfore  how  the  said  abstinence  of  entre 
unto  this  Fest  of  Alhallows  was  taken  moost  specially  for  favour 
of  the  saide  Maister  Carnbull,  in  consideracion  of  the  good  maister- 
ship  and  singuler  favour  that  he  haith  often  tymes  shewid  to  this 
Citie,  the  saide  Counseil  with  the  consent  of  the  Comoners  wolling 
to  doo  forther  pleaser  unto  the  saide  Maister  Carnbull  specialty 
and  othre  in  whos  grounds  thei  have  Comon,  and  also  being 
desierous  restfully  to  have  ther  right  haith  consent  that  a  like 
abstinence  of  entre  shalbe  had  unto  the  Fest  of  Saint  Andrew; 
Wherfore  desire  you  the  saide  Maister  Recorder  and  Maister  York 
to  speke  with  the  saide  Maister  Carnbull  if  he  be  ther  and  other  as 
it  shall  seyme  unto  theme  in  preventing  of  such  compleints  as 
paraventour  herafter  may  be  made  contrarie  the  truth  to  the  hurt 
of  some  of  the  saide  Counseil  or  other  of  the  Citie  to  the  Kings 
Highnesse,  the  Lords  or  other  of  his  noble  Counseil  or  to  the  saide 
Maister  Carnbul  to  provoke  hyme  to  displeaser  without  cause. 

(fo.  46b).  Thirdly  bring  certaine  word  in  writing  frome  the 
saide  Maister  Recorder  if  he  come  not  in  proper  person  hider  before 
the  saide  Fest  of  Saint  Andrew,  whos  presence  the  saide  Counseil 
and  Comoners  desierith  to  have  before  the  saide  Fest,  how,  when, 
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and  in  what  maner  thei  shall  entre  with  all  other  avviscance 
required  in  that  behalve  to  thentent  that  no  thing  shalbe  attemptid 
contrarie  the  Kings  peax  and  his  lawes  to  the  growge  or  dis- 
pleasour  of  eny  person. 

This  premisses  shewid  by  the  sight  of  this  pauper  unto  the 
saide  Maister  Recorder  and  Maister  York  doo  after  ther  com- 
maundement,  shewing  unto  they  me  as  ye  wisely  can  by  mouth 
what  ye  knaws  to  be  shewid  forther  for  the  haisty  accomplisshe- 
ment  of  the  same;  and  therupon  dispose  you  homeward  in  all 
goodly  haist. 

fo.  47.  The  Fee-farm. 

12  November,  a  reply  is  received  from  Vavasour,  dated 
London  on  friday  after  the  Feast  of  All  Hallows,  with  regard  to 
the  fee-farm  of  the  City. 

We  caused  the  Tresorer  of  the  Kings  howsehold  that  callid 
uppone  you  before  Barons  of  the  King’s  Eschequir  for  the  same  to 
move  the  King  in  the  said  matiere,  and  the  King  haith  answerd 
hyme  as  he  saith  hyme  self  to  us  that  such  graunt  and  writing 
as  he  haith  made  to  the  Citie  of  York  shall  stand  in  strengh  and 
vertue.  Wherfore  he  purposith  to  call  no  more  of  the  saide  matier 
bot  he  haith  desired  us  to  see  the  Kings  writing,  his  patent  that  is 
now  gittyn  furth,  and  his  prevey  seale  that  was  gittin  in  Trinitie 
terme  last  past  ;  and  asmuch  as  is  conteyned  in  the  same  we  under¬ 
stand  shalbe  allowed  both  by  hyme  and  by  the  Barons  of  thes- 
chequour.  Also  we  trow  the  King  will  have  xviij11  vs  for  the 
office  of  Sergeaunt  of  Armes  for  this  yere  last  past  by  the  seying 
of  the  Barons  of  Theschequour  bot  as  yit  we  be  not  certaine  of 
the  same  for  thei  may  yit  chaunge  ther  opynyon  for  the  halfendell1 
bycause  of  the  Prevey  Seal. 

(fo.  47b)  On  the  same  day — November  12.  The  Mayor  and  his 
brethren  sent  a  letter  to  Vavasour  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
his  letter  about  the  fee-farm,  and  asking  for  his  opinion  about 
entering  upon  the  Common  of  Tang  Hall,  as  the  matter  is  urgent 
and  entry  cannot  be  longer  delayed. 


Letter  from  the  Archbishop  of  York. 

You  lover  Thomas  Ebor 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  may  wellbeloved  the  Maier  and 
Aldermen  of  York. 

. where  as  of  late  ye  directid  your  lettres  under  your 

Common  Seal  to  my  right  trusty  and  wellbeloved  servaunt  Herry 
Carnebull  with  thanks  to  me  for  the  good  spede  anenst  the  Kings 
Grace  of  (fo.  48)  your  matieres  concernyng  the  wele  of  your 
Citie,  I  am  right  jowus  therof,  and  if  I  forther  coude  have  done 
1  Halfendell  ;  halfendeal,  the  half-part. 
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for  you  or  may  herafter  I  wald  have  bene  and  wold  be  redy  ;  also 
where  ye  desire  my  saide  servaunt  to  send  to  you  his  factour  with 
his  evidencs  of  Tang  hall  cloose  by  Alhalowtide,  and  in  the  mean 
season  ye  wold  for  his  sake  forbere  commyng  there;  he  haith  been 
sieth  Michaelmesse  and  is  yit  with  the  King  in  myn  errands. 
Wherfor  I  desire  and  pray  you  hertly  to  doo  no  ferthir  in  that 
matier  til  my  saide  servaunt  speke  with  you  therin.  Also  that  ye 
woll  forbeyre  in  that  behalve  the  lifelode  of  my  church,  and  if  ye 
have  right  therin  ye  shall  have  it,  by  the  sight  and  avice  of  both 
our  Counesels,  which  we  think  is  moost  easy  and  lovyng  way.  I 
wald  ye  had  your  right  but  rather  my  church,  to  the  which  I  am 
bounden.  God  kepe  you.  At  my  maner  of  Scrowby,  the  second 
day  of  Novembre.  Right  seyne  indeferently  and  soo  determined 
shall  longest  abide  and  best  pleas  God. 

jo.  48b.  The  false  reports  about  John  Harrington. 

Letter  from  Sir  Robert  Harrington. 

Right  worshipful  Sirs  I  commaund  me  unto  you  ;  and  for 
somuch  as  I  undrestand  that  Maister  John  Harington  hath  been 
lately  unquietid  by  untrue  report  made  of  hyme  above  in  the 
Court  and  emongs  you  also  by  one  of  his  neghbours,  which  haith 
been  called  afore  you  and  dar  not  avowe  the  same,  bot  that  which 
he  said  he  denyed  ayene;  in  the  which  behalve  and  oderwise  ye 
have  shewid  your  self  luffing  and  kynd  unto  the  saide  Maister 
John,  as  I  am  enfourmed,  I  hertly  thank  you;  latting  you  wite 
that  the  saide  Maister  John  is  my  kynsman,  and  soo  I  have  taken 
hyme  and  yit  doith,  as  he  can  and  woll  more  largely  show  unto 
you  petie  grew.1  This  I  pray  you  to  report  if  the  case  require,  and 
for  my  sake  and  othre  unto  whome  he  is  of  kyn;  and  I  shalbe  glad 
to  doo  what  I  can  for  you  by  Gods  grace,  who  preserve  you;  from 
Cartemell  the  iijde  day  of  Novembre 

Your  good  lover  Sir  Robert  Harington,  knight. 

(jo.  49)  Your  loveing  freynd,  Jhon  Conyers,  Knight. 

Right  worshipful  Sirs  I  commaund  me  unto  you;  and  where 
I  am  enfourmed  that  my  trusty  and  right  hertly  welbeloved 
maister  John  Harington  haith  be  put  to  grete  trouble  and  notid  a 
fals  scot,  in  the  which  behalve  as  I  understand  he  haith  not  onely 
declared  hyme  self  before  you  one  English  man,  bot  as  wele  as 
gentilman  borne  in  the  parisshing  of  Estrington  within  xiiij  miles 
of  the  Citie  of  York;  and  also  a  graduate  of  the  Universitie  of 
Cambrige,  with  record  under  the  Seal  of  the  same  Universitie 
testifying  his  demenaunce  there;  and  for  somuch  as  the  saide 
Maister  John  at  his  commyng  from  the  saide  Universitie  come 

into  this  countre  to  my  service,  I . you  that  he  was  in  my 

service  by  divers  yeres  my  Clerc  and  Secretarie  in  the  rowme  of 
a  gentilman,  and  soo  taken  unto  the  tyme  of  his  commyng  to 
1  petie  grew  ;  qu.  pedigree  ? 
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York  to  offic,  soo  demeaning  hyme  to  me  that  I  had  hyme  in  my 
singuler  favour,  and  for  his  trueth,  wisedome  and  lernyng  accept 
hyme  to  be  of  my  fee  and  Counesell,  as  yit  he  is.  Which  I  desire 
and  hertly  pray  you  to  recorde  as  the  case  shall  require  ;  and  if 
ther  be  thing  that  I  may  doo  for  your  pleaser  I  shalbe  more  glad 
for  his  sake  to  accomplish  the  same  by  God’s  grace,  who  preserve 
you.  From  Horneby,  the  xxiiij  day  of  Octobre. 

fo.  50.  The  King  and  law-breakers  in  York. 

To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  the  Maire,  Aldermen,  Shiriffs 
and  Comon  Counsaill  of  our  Citie  of  York. 

By  the  King. 

Trusty  and  welbeloved  we  grete  you  well ;  and  understand 
to  our  grevouse  displeasour  that  sieth  our  being  in  that  our  Citie 
of  York  divers  and  many  of  thinhabitaunts  of  the  same  have 
dissobeissauntly  taken  upon  theme  to  be  reteigned  by  oth  and .... 
with  certain  lords  and  gentles  of  our  counetie  of  York,  not  oonly 
to  the  violacion  and  broch  of  our  laws,  provided  and  established 
in  that  behalve  and  of  ther  othes  made  unto  us  at  our  saide  being 
ther,  bot  also  to  the  subversion  of  the  laudable  ordinances,  rest  and 
common  wele  of  our  saide  Citie  in  right  evil  and  pernicious  exemple 
of  all  our  subgietts  in  thoos  parties  :  wherupon  we  entending 
the  spedy  reformacion  herof  woll  and  straitly  charge  you  to  se  that 

the  said . be  from  henssfurth  utterly  set  apart  by  the  saide 

inhabitants,  and  if  thei  woll  not  leve  the  same  nor  be  confourmable 
to  obeye  and  ensue  at  all  seasons  herafter  the  laudable  ordinaunes 
and  customes  of  our  saide  Citie  that  then  ye  from  tyme  to  tyme 
commit  the  repugnatours1  and  brochers  therof  to  duresse  of 
emprisonment  within  our  saide  Citie  ther  to  remaigne  without 
bade  or  mainprisse  til  ye  have  frome  us  othrewise  in  commaunde- 
ment;  and  if  ye  shew  your  self  remise  or  negligent  in  thexecucion 
of  this  our  commaundement  we  shall  soo  corect  and  ley  the  default 
therof  to  your  discharge  that  it  shalbe  to  hevy  for  you  to  bere  the 
same  ye  may  be  assured.  Yeven  under  our  signet  at  our  Manoir 
of  Grenewich  the  xix  day  of  Novembre 

fo.  50 b.  Letter  from  the  Recorder. 

. latting  you  have  knawlage  that  I  am  likely  to  tary 

for  your  matiers  after  the  terme  endid,  that  thei  in  the  chequour 
make  noo  prosses  ayens  you,  bot  that  I  may  soo  your  fee  ferme  to 
be  allowed  you  as  the  King  haitii  grauntia;  and  I  pray  you  that  ye 
instantly  shew  to  your  Commons  that  if  thei  take  upon  theyme 
eny  ferther  intrest  to  have  and  occupie  ther  Comon  othre  then 
thei  hadd  and  occupied  at  Michaelmesse  last  past,  then  I  know 
wele  thei  shall  fall  to  the  Kings  displeasour,  bot  if  thei  doo  it  by 
avice  of  the  lerned  Counesell  perteignyng  to  the  Citie,  I  wald  ther- 
1  Repugnatours,  i.e.,  opposers.  The  word  is  not  found  in  the  N.E.D. 
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fore  avice  you  to  tary  for  your  claymes  and  spayre  your  occupa- 
cions  such  as  ye  wold  now  take  upon  you  to  doo,  to  my  commyng 
home  in  Lent,  that  I  with  othre  of  your  lerned  Counesell  may  take 
a  direccion  in  the  same  by  the  oversight  of  my  Lord  your  Maior, 
and  my  maisters  his  brether.  And  where  I  suld  at  this  tyme  have 
commoned  with  Henry  Carnebull  as  tuching  this  saide  matiers  and 
he  cometh  not  to  London,  and  therfore  I  can  not  procede  therin. 
I  wald  therfore  avice  you,  my  lord  the  Maior,  to  send  after  Crist- 
enmesse  to  warne  the  fermour  of  Henrie  Carnebull  and  all  othre 
that  wrangeth  the  Commons  to  have  ther  lerned  Counesell  redy 
to  yeve  ther  attendaunce  upon  the  lerned  Counesell  of  the  Citie 
at  my  commyng  home.  I  wald  avice  you  to  be  remembred  of  the 
grete  cost,  charge  and  burden  that  your  aunecetours  haith  had 
before  tyme  for  makyng  of  your  wallis  of  the  Citie  to  defend 
theyme,  theyre  wifes,  childre  and  goods.  It  is  soo  the  chambre  of 
the  Citie  is  ronne  in  grete  charge  and  arrerage  in  spense  of  goods; 
I  wald  therfore  avice  you  some  what  to  help  your  wallis  with  a 
litil  good  to  be  gadered  amongs  your  self  or  els  I  am  aferd  ye  shal 
have  litil  power  to  have  the  governaunce  of  your  Citie,  when  ye 
have  neid.  The  blessed  Trinitie  kepe  you.  Writtin  at  London 
the  xx  day  of  Novembre. 

fo.  51.  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

To  the  right  worshipfull  and  my  right  hertly  beloved  frende 
and  right  trusty  and  welbeloved  frends  the  Maior  of  the  Citie  of 
York,  his  brederne  and  Commons  of  the  same  and  evere  of  theme. 

Your  hertly  lover  H.  Northumberland. 

. Where  as  I  am  enfourmed  that  there  is  matier  depend¬ 
ing  in  travax  for  the  Common  in  opyn  season  of  the  yere  in  certain 
douses  nere  adjonyng  unto  your  Citie  of  York  betwix  you  on  the 
one  partie  and  Sir  James  Danby,  Knight,  and  othre  awners  of 
the  same  closes  on  the  othre  partie,  I  tendering  your  wels  and 
also  for  the  faithfull  love  that  I  here  unto  you  and  your  saide  Citie, 
utterly  entending  in  that  in  me  is  to  se  that  ye  opteigne  your  right 
in  that  ye  aught  to  have,  not  oonley  in  this  bot  in  all  othre  rightu- 
ouse  matiers  concernyng  the  wele  of  the  same,  desire  and  hertili 
pray  you,  in  esshewing  of  such  enconvienences,  that  might  ther- 
upon  ensue  to  respect  and  continue  the  saide  matier  unto  the  next 
assise  to  be  holden  in  your  saide  Citie;  and  in  the  mean  tyme  I 
trust  by  the  advice  of  my  Couneseil  with  your  toward  disposicions 
and  aggreements,  to  take  such  ordour  and  direccion  therin  as  shall 
aggre  with  right  and  conscience,  and  also  to  your  pleasours,  as 
more  at  large  my  right  trusty  servaunt  and  counnesellour,  Edward 
Redeman,  Squire,  can  shew  unto  you  in  my  behalf,  to  whome  I 
hartly  pray  you  to  yeve  credence.  And  I  besuch  the  blessid 
Trinitie  to  have  you  in  his  everlasting  conservacion.  Writin  in  my 
manour  of  Lekingfeld  the  xxvij  day  of  Novembre. 
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fo.  53.  Letter  from  the  Recorder. 

Present — William  Chimney,  mayor,  7  Aldermen,  9  of  the 
Council. 

As  for  our  writing  out  of  the  exchequour  in  dischargeing  of 
the  Sheriffs  in  ther  accompt  noon  can  be  gottin  betwix  this  and 
Candilmesse;  and  as  for  the  Privey  Seal  now  in  laboryng  for 
dischargeing  of  the  saide  Sheriffs  it  is  maid  by  avice  of  the  officials 
in  the  eschequor,  which  er  not  very  certaine  nor  stable  of  ther 
opinion,  for  thei  wol  this  day  say  oon  thing  and  tomorow  vary 
from  the  same,  and  I  know  for  certain  the  git  ting  of  this  Privey 
Seal  wil  cost  you  v  marks  by  the  leest;  in  this  matier  I  can  noon 
othrewise  doo  bot  folow  ther  opinions  of  the  Kings  eschequour  and 
it  were  our  owne  matier  and  spendid  therof  c11;  we  can  doo  no  more 
thertoo  than  is  doon,  nor  make  noo  forthre  labour,  bot  no  man 
wol  no  thing  doo  now  of  days  without  rewards;  and  as  for  the 
entre  done  by  your  commoners,  we  rather  deme  that  divers  folk 
of  worship  will  take  accions  ayenst  theme  than  ought  ells;  wher- 
fore  we  wol  avice  you  to  send  to  my  Lord  of  Northumbreland  to 
pray  his  lordship  to  help  theme  in  ther  right  and  to  be  ther  good 
Lord,  for  better  may  we  than  take  upon  us  to  dele  in  the  same, 
and  it  shalbe  to  us  grete  strength  and  suretie  with  the  grace  of 
Jesu,  who  have  you  in  his  blissed  keping.  Writtin  at  London,  the 
xij  day  of  Novembre. 

And  after  the  understanding  of  the  same  it  was  determined 
that  such  douses  as  late  was  entered  to  by  the  Comoners  will 
and  sieth  occupied  by  the  awners  shalbe  commaundid  to  opyn 
ayaine  the  same;  and  els  the  Maire  to  assigne  viij  honest  Commoners 
with  two  sir  jaunts  to  se  the  same  douses  laide  open  and  soo  kepid 
unto  the  next  Assise  to  be  kepid  here 

fo.  54b.  Variance  between  the  City  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter. 

Letters  from  the  Earl  of  Northumberland. 

Satterday,  xiijth  day  of  January.  Present — William  Chimney, 
Mayor,  Edward  Redeman,  Thomas  Asper,  Edward  Twaytts, 
learned  in  the  law,  7  Aldermen,  2  Sheriffs,  9  of  the  xxiv. 

Assembled  in  counsaill  in  the  chambre  of  Ouse  Brigge;  where 
ther  was  opynd  and  red  ij  severall  lettres  direct  frome  Therle  of 
Northumberland  as  herafter  foloweth. 

Right  worshipfull  etc.  Where  as  I  conceyve  variaunce  is 
of  late  fallen  betwix  you,  your  brederne  and  certaine  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  the  Citie  of  Yorke  on  the  one  partie,  and  the  right  wor¬ 
shipfull  the  Dean  of  the  Church  of  York,  Maister  Poteman,  on  the 
othre  partie,  wherof  I  am  right  sory;  and  for  that  I  wold  right 
gladly  the  breve  reformacion  therof  so  that  amitie,  rest,  unitie 
and  concorde  might  be  had,  I  have  by  my  lettres  nowe  directed 
by  this  berer  unto  the  right  worshipfull  fader  in  God,  thabbot  of 
Saint  Mary  abbey,  instancyng  his  faderhod  for  the  said  entent  to 
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tak  that  matier  in  treaty,  and  by  his  great  wisdome  taking  othre 
unto  hyme  suche  wise  persones  as  hyme  shall  seme  requisite,  and 
my  counesaillour  and  right  trusty  servaunt  Edward  Redeman, 
Squier,  to  shew  his  good  will  to  take  a  partite  ordour  and  direccion 
in  this  behalve;  wherfore  I  hertly  pray  you,  not  oonly  of  your 
awne  good  and  vertuous  mynde  to  be  confourmable  in  lyke  wise. 

This  failing  I  must  take  upon  me  to  com  emongs  you . 

herunto  bot  also  to  exorte  and  stirr  all  othre  persones  under  you 
of  the  saide  Citie  to  be  confourmable  in  like  wise.  This  failing 
I  will  take  upon  me  to  com  emongs  you  my  self  to  see  a  wey  in  the 
premisses,  bot  I  trust  verily  that  ye  woll  enclyne  your  goode 
willes  and  disposicion  to  this  myne  instaunce  and  contemplacion. 
Wherin  ye  shall  not  oonly  right  a  thankfull  pleasour,  but  also  ye 
shall  deserve  meryte  and  thank  of  God,  whome  I  besuch  to  send 
you  all  good  fortunes.  Writtin  in  myne  manour  of  Lekingfeld  the 
thirtene  day  of  January. 

Your  hertly  love  H.  Northumbreland 

Right  worshipfull  etc . and  am  right  sory  that  occasion 

shuld  thus  unffortune  of  displeasour  or  variaunce  to  be  betwix  you 
and  Maister  ( fo .  55)  Poteman  or  eny  of  the  church  of  York  how  be  it 

I  hertly  pray  you  that  this . may  be  continued  and  the  peax 

kept,  and  my  cousins  Sir  Hugh  Hastings  and  Sir  William  Eure 

shalbe  at  York  with  you  tomorow  by  iij  aftre . that  the  right 

worshipful  fader  in  God  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary  Abbey . and 

they  may  endever  theyme  to  pacify  yaggrugement  in  this  behalve 

. to  be  conformable  to  such  ordour  and  direccion  as  thei  shall 

take.  And . shall  inforce  me  to  come  myself  and  soo  I  woll 

doo  if  it  require,  bot . for  myne  instance  wolbe  inclynable 

herunto  which  I  shall  remember . that  I  may  doo  for  the  wele 

of  you  to  whome  I  pray  God  to  send . 

Written  at  my  Manour  of  Lekingfeld  the  xiij  day  of  Januare. 

Your  hertly  lover  H.  Northumberland. 

The  Councill  decide  that  with  the  consent  of  both  parties 
Thomas  Wrangwish  and  John  Tong,  Aldermen,  Edmund  Thwayts 
and  Edward  Redman,  learned  in  the  law,  are  chosen  to  arbitrate  in 
the  differences  between  the  Dean  &  Chapter  and  the  Mayor  & 
C ouncil  of  York.  The  award  is  to  be  given  on  the  Sunday  after  the 
Purification  of  our  Lady  next  coming. 


fo.  55b  and  56.  Award  in  the  Controversey  between  the 

City  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter. 

13  January  2  Henry  VII  (1486-7)  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
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William  Chimney,  the  Mayor,  Sir  William  Eure,  Sir  Hugh  Hastings, 
knights,  with  the  Sheriffes,  some  ol  the  Aldermen,  and  2  of  the  xxiv, 
commissioners  of  the  City  of  York,  “after  long  and  mature  com- 
municacion  had  in  an  upon  certain  matier  of  variaunce”  between 
the  Dean  &  Chapter  and  the  City,  both  parties  agree  to  obey  the 
award  to  be  made  by  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  the  Sunday  next 
after  the  Purification  of  the  Virgin. 
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Doncaster,  66,  101 
Drake,  Francis,  118-123 
Draxe,  Prior  of,  99 
Drynghouse,  30,  81,  156 
Dudman,  John,  18,  99 
Dunffreys,  82 
Duresme,  Priour  of,  99 
Durham,  35,  41;  Bishop  of,  99,  144; 
letter  to,  about  Fishgarths,  3 

Ebrauke,  156 

Edward  IV,  51,  137;  letter  to,  9, 
23,  51;  letter  from  12,  13,  14,  15, 
19,  31,  36,  42,  43,  48,  49,  51,  61, 
71;  Visit  to  York,  27 
Edward,  Prince,  son  of  Henry  VI, 
135 

Edynburgh,  82 

Eglesfield,  John,  swordbearer,  5, 
30,  36,  48,  49,  53,  128,  138,  140 
Ellerton,  Grant  to  Prior  and  Convent 
of,  11 

Estaples,  13 
Elvington,  140 
Elwald,  John,  163 
Estryngton,  169 
Eton,  143 

Fairfax,  Guy,  recorder,  12,  15,  19, 
29,  32,  33,  39,  62,  100;  Maister,  71; 
Thos.,  39 

Faucet,  Henry,  114 
Fereby,  John,  mayor,  M.P.,  16,  28, 
29,  32,  43,  54,  63,  71,  76,  79,  92, 
127,  132,  151,  170 
Ferez,  Lord  de,  118,  121 
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Feyre,  Wm.,  144 

Fisher,  Thos.,  tailor,  37;  Thos.,  149 
Fitzhugh,  Alice,  Lady,  171;  George, 
clerk,  20;  Lord,  125,  127 
Fitzwilliam,  Sir  Thos.,  165 
Flamborough,  13 
Fodringhay,  48 
Folefayt,  Thos.,  99 
Foulneby,  Thos.,  89,  90 
Foxe,  Wm.,  98 
Frankelyn,  Guy,  39,  43,  44 
Fraunce,  156 
Freman  of  Wistow,  98 
Friston,  Wm.,  110 
Fulford,  32,  70,  100 
Fulford,  John,  31 

Fynch,  Thos.,  sheriff,  11,  110,  126, 
163 

Fysshe,  Thos.,  57 

Garland,  John,  27 
Garyas,  John,  goldsmith,  5 
Gascoigne,  Ralph,  18 
Gascoigne,  Gascougn,  Sir  Wm.,  44 
Gascoyn,  Richerd,  37 
Gaskwyn,  Richard,  v.s.  Wedyrby 
Gaunt,  John,  72 
Gaytefeld,  Robert,  39 
Genyson,  Wm.,  99 
Gillmyn,  John,  60,  62 
Gillow,  Sir  Robt.,  vicar-choral,  61 
Gilyot,  Gylliat,  John,  sheriff,  7, 
28,  54,  80,  91,  126 
Girlyngton,  160 
Glasen,  Glasyn,  John,  8,  28 
Gloucester,  Richard,  Duke  of,  66, 
67,  74,  136;  letter  from,  10,  24,  29, 

33,  34,  55,  72;  letter  to,  18,  26,  33, 

34,  42,  51,  55;  gift  to,  15,  41,  51, 
52,  53,  56,  70;  visits  York  and 
makes  a  Proclamation,  2;  orders 
removal  of  fishgarths,  4;  letter  to, 
about  Holy  Trinity  Priory,  26; 
on  divers  matters,  33;  King’s 
instructions  to,  40;  credence  from, 
43;  the  ringing  of  the  Common 
Bell,  53;  to  invade  Scotland,  54, 
59;  alleged  words  against,  56; 
visits  York  with  Earl  of  Albany, 
56;  letter  to,  thanking  him  for 
reducing  the  number  of  soldiers 
required  from  York,  59;  tavern 
gossip  in  York,  68;  petition  from 
Council  after  death  of  Edward  IV, 
71;  asks  York  citizens  to  assist 
him  against  the  Queen,  73;  com¬ 
mand  to  Northerners  to  aid  him 
against  the  Queen,  75 

Gloucester,  Richard,  Duke  of,  see 
also  under  Richard  III 


Glover,  Hugh,  114;  Richd.,  98;  Wm., 
100 

Goldsmyth,  Herman,  4 
Goot,  Wm.,  99 
Gowdall,  Goldall  Garth,  19,  93 
Grantham,  129 
Gravyn,  John,  72 
Gray,  Thos.,  50,  90 
Green,  Richard,  124,  131,  132,  133, 
137,  141,  142,  143,  148 
Gregson,  Sir  John,  Priest,  18 
Gren,  Robert,  165 
Grenewich,  176 
Gretham,  Wm.,  99 
Greynbank,  Miles,  Sheriff,  79,  80, 
90,  91 

Grice,  Andrewe,  99;  Wm.,  99 
Grindrord,  Joh.,  86 
Grymesby,  163 
Guyldeford,  31 

Gyll,  Robert,  sheriff,  28,  32,  54,  80 
Gylling,  71 
Gylmyn,  Wm.,  77 
Gyrlyngton,  Maister,  66 


Hag,  John,  sheriff,  M.P.,  16,  32, 
39,  54,  61,  71,  72,  74,  80,  106, 
120,  123 

Haldynby,  Garerd,  63 
Halewell,  Sir  John,  Knt.,  123 
Hallo wes,  Dom.  Robert,  26 
Hambald,  Sir  Thos.,  90 
Hancock,  Hancok,  Robert,  sheriff, 
M.P.,  27,  32,  64,  71,  72,  74,  80, 
120,  127,  131,  132,  143,  145,  148, 
149,  150,  152,  163;  Wm.,  89,  163 
Handcok,  Wm.,  89 
Hardewyk,  John,  43,  47,  50 
Hardsing,  Richd.,  98 
Harper,  John,  sheriff,  54,  58, 

71,  76,  80,  93,  98,  106,  137,  151, 
153,  155,  170;  Wm.,  98 
Harryngton,  Sir  John,  common 
clerk,  93,  109,  111,  133,  134,  139, 
142,  150,  165,  166-8,  169, 

171,  175;  clerk  of  the  King’s 
Council,  93 

Haryngton,  Sir  James,  126;  Sir 
Robert,  126,  175 
Hart,  Sir  John,  71 
Harvy,  Wm.,  99 

Hastings,  Sir  Edmond,  49;  Sir 
Hugh,  Knt.,  125,  179,  180;  John, 
swordbearer,  112,  113,  117,  118; 
Lord,  letter  to,  10;  Sir  Wm.,  98 
Hastyngs,  John,  103 
Haward,  Lord,  41 
Hay,  Nicholas,  24;  Parson,  124 
Henry  VI,  135,  136,  143 
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Henry,  VII,  119,  120;  members  of 
City  Council  visit  the  new  king, 
120;  letter  from,  to  the  Council 
commending  Sir  John  Halewell, 
Knt.,  123;  nominates  Richard 
Green  as  recorder,  124,  137;  City 
Council  given  authority  to  receive 
oath  of  allegiance  to,  129;  Dean  of 
York  to  receive  from  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  oath  of  allegiance  to, 
130;  letter  from,  recommending 
Richard  Green,  131;  letter  from, 
about  John  Eglesfield,  138;  letter 
from,  ordering  search  to  be  made 
for  suspected  persons,  139;  letter 
from  to  Mayor  and  Council  about 
St.  Nicholas  Hospital,  143,  144; 
letter  from,  announcing  visit  to 
York  of  the  Pope's  Legate,  146; 
letter  from,  nominating  a  new 
recorder,  151;  Reception  at  York, 
155-9;  writes  to  the  Council  nom¬ 
inating  a  new  swordbearer,  159; 
letter  from,  about  the  goods  of 
John  Norman,  161;  letter  from, 
ordering  release  from  prison  of 
Sir  Thos.  Metcalf,  priest,  162; 
letter  to,  from  the  Council, 
taken  by  the  Common  Clerk,  164; 
letter  from,  about  law  breakers  in 
York,  176 
Henryson,  Wm„  99 
Herryson,  John,  dyer,  20 
Heryson,  Richd.,  3 6m;  Wm,  99 
Hewet,  Wm.,  77 
Heworth,  Robert,  shoemaker,  117 
Hodlow,  John,  60 

Hoghson,  Stephanus,  86;  Stevyn,  68 

Hoghton,  Sir  Wm.,  Knt.,  106 

Holbek,  Wm.,  mayor,  11,  27m 

Holme,  John,  68 

Horneby,  176 

Horseley,  Herry,  24 

Horseman,  Henry,  Priest,  98 

Hostiller,  Wm.,  28 

Hothem,  Ralph,  40 

Hoton,  Thos.,  106 

Houke,  Lordship  of,  4 

Hoveden,  169 

Howler,  Hugh,  1 

Huby,  Robt.,  Prior  of  Holy  Trinity, 
York,  27 

Huchonson,  John,  22 
Hudson,  Adam,  81;  Sir  Henry, 
Priest,  77,  86,  153 
Huet,  Wm.,  103 
Hull,  28,  161,  163 
Humber,  river,  3 
Hurwod,  Richd.,  99 
Hyrde,  John,  98 


Inola,  Bishop  of.  Pope’s  Legate,  146 
Ingilby,  Maister,  43;  Wm.,  44 

Jackson,  Robt.,  girdler,  68;  Wm., 
170 

Jarton,  Robert,  111 
Jinse,  John,  merchant,  18 
Joalden,  Richd.,  98 
Johnson,  Robt.,  89;  Th.,  50;  a  ser¬ 
vant,  125 

Junour,  Richd.,  166 

Karlell,  servant  to  Lord  Clifford, 
154 

Kay,  Robert,  17 
Kendal,  John,  78,  81,  93,  103 
Key,  John,  cordwainer,  86 
Kingston-upon-Hull,  2,  39 
Kirkby,  near  Lowestoft,  13 
Knaresborough,  Knaresburgh,  For¬ 
est  of,  17m;  soke  of,  17 
Knayton,  Thos.,  butcher,  32 
Knowls,  Thos.,  83 
Kyghley,  Wm.,  47 
Kyng,  John,  girdler,  68 
Kyrkby,  Wm.,  99 

Lam,  John,  67;  Maister,  79;  Wm.,  54 
Lambe,  Will.,  80 
Lamp  wort,  Joh.,  89 
Lancaster,  Maister,  78,  79 
Lancastre,  Doctour,  106;  Nicholas, 
mayor,  80,  112,  117,  146,  150 
Langston,  Robert,  159,  160 
Lare thorp,  44 
Lassels,  Margaret,  44 
Latomer,  Richd.,  chapter  clerk.  111, 
112 

Laton,  Roger,  103,  105,  142,  144,  149 
Laystok,  Robert,  99 
Lee,  Maister,  King’s  chaplain,  61 
Leicester,  Leicestre,  Leycestre,  118, 
123 

Lelegrave,  Laurence,  yeoman,  24 
Lekingfeld,  177,  179 
Lekyngfeld,  104 
Lent,  Wm.,  60,  62 
Letwyn,  Wm.,  chamberlain,  16,  24, 
27,  62 

Lewes,  John,  sergeant-at-arms  to  the 
King,  114 
Lewlyn,  Thos.,  103 
Lightfoot,  John,  123 
Lincoln,  47m,  85 

Lincoln,  Earl  of,  103,  106,  107,  108, 
109,  111,  116,  118,  121;  Hugo,  103 
Loncastre,  Doctor,  103 
London,  24,  30,  49,  71,  73,  74,  76, 
87,  90,  134,  152,  161,  173,  177,  178; 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of,  115 


INDEX  OF  PERSONS  AND  PLACES 


185 


Long,  John,  miller,  58;  Robert,  99 
Lovell,  George,  77;  Lord,  30,  44,  81, 
118,  121 
Ludlow,  57 

Lumley,  Thomas,  warden  of  Ouse 
Bridge,  16 
Lyghtlop,  John,  80 
Lynom,  Thos.,  40 

Makblyth,  Richd.,  106 
Malton,  66 

Marshall,  John,  mayor,  27,  28,  32, 
39,  54,  80,  91;  Robt.,  27;  W.,  17 
Marston,  Richd.,  sheriff,  33,  43,  50, 
54,  67,  68,  80,  84,  86 
Medilton,  Sir  Robert,  126 
Melrig,  Wm„  56 
Merison,  Wm„  68 
Messingham,  Thos.,  39 
Metcalfe,  Miles,  Recorder  and  M.P., 
19,  27,  30,  32,  46,  49,  67,  79,  80, 
87,  89,  100,  102,  110,  116,  124, 
126,  127,  133,  142,  145,  147,  151; 
Thos.,  126 

Metham,  Maister,  28 
Michell,  John,  dyer,  20 
Middleham,  76,  77;  letter  written  at, 

11 

Middleton,  Brian,  39,  43,  44;  Thos., 
152 

Middlewich,  108 
Milner,  Thos.,  saddler,  25 
Mogan,  John,  ducheman,  100 
Monkton,  Henry,  bower,  19 
Montherry,  Petit  John  du,  13 

Neilson,  Thos.,  mayor,  52,  54,  80 
Nelson,  Thos.,  smith,  68;  Thos., 
smyth,  86 
Nesfield,  John,  160 
Nevill,  Lord,  75 
Newcastle,  40,  41,  47,  61 
Newton,  John,  39;  John,  dyer,  20; 
John,  mayor,  74,  80,  87,  90;  John, 
merchant,  13;  John,  Secretary  to 
Henry,  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
34 

Nicholson,  John,  107,  118,  119,  120, 
126,  161 

Nidd,  river,  3,  23 
Norman,  Angnes,  161;  John,  14 
North,  Hugo,  86 
Northallerton,  35 
Northampton,  127 
Northfolk,  John,  Duke  of,  118,  119, 
121 

Northumberland,  24 
Northumberland,  Countess  of,  151 
Northumberland,  Earl  of,  letter 
from,  about  the  Recordership,  28, 


44,  46,  57,  72,  74,  75,  103,  120, 
121,  133,  137,  141,  147,  148,  180; 
visits  York,  2,  8;  letter  from,  145; 
Letter  to,  asking  for  help  on  the 
death  of  Richard  III,  119;  gives  5 
bucks  to  the  City,  79;  gift  to,  72, 
78;  Mayor  and  Council  visit  him, 
139;  letter  from,  30,  34,  35,  36,  58, 
103,  131,  140,  177,  179 
Norton,  John,  39,  44 
Nottingham,  11,  31,  36,  78,  102,  117, 
154 

Nyghtyngale,  Robt.,  86 

Odlowe,  John,  chamberlain,  29 
Osbaldson,  Thos.,  goldsmith,  5 
Otyr,  John,  83,  84 
Ouse,  river,  3,  19,  23,  28,  94 
Owmfray,  Robert,  99 

Palden,  Wm„  98 
Pall,  John,  163 
Palmeson  feld,  135 
Parke,  . . . . ,  99 
Parr,  Wm.,  carpenter,  18 
Pattenson,  Edward,  bower,  19 
Peirson,  Thos.,  sheriff,  79,  80,  90; 
Wm.,  20 

Percy,  Sir  Henry,  119,  120;  Robert, 
103,  104 

Pereson,  Nicholas,  sheriff,  4,  14,  27, 
28;  Thos.,  163 
Picardie,  13 

Pierson,  Nicholas,  dyer,  20 
Pigg,  John,  160,  161 
Pilkyngton,  Sir  Thos.,  126 
Plump  ton.  Sir  William,  3  n 
Pollow,  Thos.,  68 

Poteman,  Maister,  Dean  of  York,  178 

Powmfret,  74,  75,  83 

Preston,  Ambrose,  7 

Prince  of  Wales,  57,  87 

Puesey,  Richd.,  54 

Pygot,  Richard,  12,  15,  32,  62 

Pykard,  Wm.,  68 

Queen  of  England,  73,  74,  75 
Queen,  the,  wife  of  Henry  VI,  135 

Raby,  29 

Raby,  a  sheriff's  servant,  1 10 
Ratclyff,  Sir  Richd.,  73,  118,  122,  126 
Rawdon,  Richd.,  99;  Robt.,  Ser¬ 
geant  to  the  King,  122 
Rawlyn,  Richd.,  89,  103 
Raynespurne,  136 
Rede,  Robt.,  girdler,  68 
Redeheid,  Thos.,  54 
Redeman,  Edward,  177,  179 
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Redemore,  119 

Reed,  Hugo,  98;  Richd.,  99 

Riccal,  Rical,  18 

Richard  III,  126,  149;  letter  from, 
94,  95;  son  of,  76,  77,  87;  pre¬ 
parations  for  his  visit  to  York,  77, 
78;  Queen  of,  78,  79;  gives  toll 
charges  to  relieve  the  poverty  of 
York,  82;  asks  for  help  against  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  83;  soldiers 
of  York  sent  to,  83,  118;  asks  for 
common  land  near  York,  89;  his 
fishgarth  at  Gowdall,  92;  his 
displeasure  at  riotous  assembly 
in  York,  104;  letter  to  Council 
excusing  the  absence  of  John 
Harryngton,  109;  letter  from, 
asking  that  the  Chapter  Clerk  be 
exempt  from  office  in  the  City, 
111;  letter  from,  against  seditious 
words,  115;  message  from  the 
City  Council  about  help  against 
Henry  Earl  of  Richmond,  117; 
his  death,  118,  119,  121 
Richerdson,  John,  44 
Richmond,  Henry,  Earl  of,  118;  see 
Henry  VII 
Rider,  Wm„  99 
Rither,  Sir  Robert,  Knt.,  125 
Robinson,  Robert,  140;  Wm.,  106 
Robynson,  John,  17;  Nicholas,  98; 

Wm.,  100;  Wm.,  Innholder,  92 
Roiston,  28 

Roos,  Thomas,  Lord,  13 
Rotherham,  Thos.,  Archbishop  of 
York,  35,  47 
Roucliff,  Maister,  106 
Ruddok,  John,  fisher,  124 
Russel,  Richard,  18  m;  Petronilla, 
18m 

St.  Albones,  135 
Saloman,  157 
Sandall,  106,  108 

Sandeforth,  Sandeford,  juxta  Leices- 
tre,  118,  121 
Sapcotts,  Maister,  165 
Saunderson,  Alyson,  24;  Elyn,  24; 

John,  24;  Robert,  24;  William,  24 
Savil,  Sir  John,  165 
Saylsbery,  86 
Scawesby,  Wm.,  106 
Scolemaister,  Wm.,  28 
Scotland,  34,  39,  46,  47,  50,  54,  55, 
57,  58,  60,  62,  63,  64,  66,  146 
Scotton,  Thos.,  80,  93,  137,  151,  172 
Scotts,  the,  35,  36,  42,  47,  55,  57,  58, 
59,  73,  136;  King  of,  31,  45,  54 
Scrowby,  175 
Selby,  163;  Abbot  of,  99 


Selenger,  John,  dyer,  20 
Sergeant,  Thos.,  98 
Shaftsbury,  168 
Shaw,  John,  89,  90 
Shene,  159 
Sheyn,  John,  64 
Sheyne,  Robert,  171 
Sheriff  Hutton,  36,  116 
Shirley,  Robert,  103;  Robt.,  glasier, 
92 

Shyrley,  Robt.,  68 
Siggeswick,  Adam,  barbour,  92 
Skotton,  Thos.,  64 
Smart,  W.,  17 

Smith,  Bukhill,  124;  L.  Toulmin, 
5m,  6m,  92m 

Smyth,  John,  100;  Robert,  shipman, 
36m 

Snaith,  23,  64 
Snawball,  — ,  59 
Snawsell,  Seth,  39,  43,  44 
Snawshill,  Snawsell,  Wm.,  8,  28, 
39,  54,  76,  80 
Southill,  John,  99 
Southwell,  166 
Sowerdocarr,  71 
Spacy,  Wm.,  24 
Spence,  Wm.,  54,  57,  80 
Spofford,  77,  153 

Sponer,  John,  21,  41,  43,  50,  107, 
117,  119,  127,  165 

Stafford,  John,  107,  108,  109; 

Richard,  107 
Stamford,  128,  129 
Standish,  Richd.,  77 
Stanehouse,  Wm.,  7 
Stanesby,  Wm.,  merchant,  18 
Stanley,  Lord,  10,  120 
Stapleton,  Sir  William,  3m,  39,  43,  44 
Stapilton,  Sir  Brian,  44 
Stillington,  Robert,  Bishop  of  Bath, 
122,  164;  Thos.,  164 
Stokes,  Robt.,  39,  44;  Wm.,  43 
Stokesly,  John,  1,  62 
Strangeways,  John,  63 
Strangwisshe,  John,  sword  bearer, 
113,  117 

Strenger,  John  99;  Thos.,  99 
Strynger,  Robt.,  98 
Suffolk,  Duke  of,  100 
Surrey,  Thomas,  Earl  of,  118,  121 
Swale,  river,  3 
Symme,  Robert,  25 
Symmes,  Wm.,  98 
Symson,  Robert,  103;  Robt.,  Dean  of 
Darlington,  17 
Syngleton,  John,  99 

Tadcaster,  77m,  79,  87,  88,  155; 
Brige,  152 
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Talbot,  John,  81;  Wm.,  13 
Taillour,  Wm.,  tailor,  68 
Tanfield,  171 
Tang  Hall,  172 

Tankard,  Wm.,  Seneschall  of  Bor- 
oughbridge,  16,  17 
Tayte,  Wm.,  sheriff,  28,  46,  80,  120, 
123,  137 

Thirsk,  Thrisk,  Thriske,  Alice,  18m, 
Agnes,  18,  18m,  Ellen,  18m,  John, 
18 

Thomson,  Wm.,  dyer,  20 
Thurkilby,  Robert,  D.D.,  100 
Thwats,  Edmund,  178 
Thwayte,  Th.,  44 
Thorneholme,  co.  Line.,  26 
Todd,  Wm.,  sheriff,  14,  18,  28,  32, 
37,  38,  39,  43,  46,  54,  79,  80,  153, 
155,170 
Tolton,  135 

Tonge,  John,  mayor,  16,  18,  22,  25, 
27,  28,  32,  39,  43,  50,  54,  61,  63, 
64,  66,  67,  71,  76,  79,  80,  83,  92, 
151,  179 

Towthorp,  John,  28 
Treasurer,  The  Lord,  102 
Trent,  River,  40 
Tullan,  John,  5 
Tumour,  Sir  John,  Priest,  18 
Turpan,  John,  walker,  37 
Tynley,  John,  mason,  105 

Ughtred,  Sir  Robt.,  44 

Vasconia,  2 

Vavasour,  John,  Recorder,  29,  32, 
33,62,  100,  106,  153,  154,  170,  171, 
174,  178 
Ventre,  163 
Vesse,  John,  68 

Wakefield,  135 

Walker,  Sir  Henry,  47;  Thos., 
bailiff  of  Bolton  Percy,  43 
Walley,  117 

Wandesford,  Thos.,  11,  19,  28,  31, 
103,  164 

Ward,  John,  Prior  of  St.  Mary’s 
Abbey,  York,  100;  Sir  John, 
priest,  101 

Warde,  Wm.,  draper,  12 
Warwick,  Lord,  116 
Watson,  Robert,  tailor,  123;  Thos., 
69;  Thos.,  elder,  20;  Thos.,  younger, 
20 

Welburn,  44 
Wederall,  Prior  of,  64 
Wedyrby,  Richd.,  alias  Richard 
Gaskwyn,  87 


Wells,  Thos.,  goldsmith,  4;  Wm.,  29, 
50,  54;  Wm.,  cowper,  68;  Wm., 
mayor,  M.P.,  27,  31,  72,  74,  76, 
80,  106,  120,  123 

Westminster,  13,  19,  20,  49,  109,  129, 
138,  140,  144,  160,  163,  166 
Westmoreland,  11,  24 
Wetewod,  John,  20 
Wharf,  Thos.,  Ill,  112,  169 
Wharfe,  Wherff,  river,  3,  23,  28 
Whit,  Wm.,  155 

White,  Michael,  dyer,  20;  Michael, 
sheriff,  16,  39,  54,  61,  80;  Wm., 
sheriff,  M.P.,  50,  54,  74,  79,  80, 
84,  86,  106;  William,  dyer,  20 
Wilberfosse,  Alleyn,  27,  28,  32,  33, 
80 

Willesthorp,  Miles,  39,  44 
Williamson,  Henry,  28,  50,  80 
Windsor,  49,  143 
Windsor  Herald,  The,  120,  122 
Wistowe,  98 

Witherman,  Wm.,  tailor,  31 
Wivell,  Robt.,  24 
Wodburn,  Ric.,  86 
Wood,  Wode,  Robert,  28,  30 
Worcetre,  Thos.,  litster,  104,  114 
Wortley,  Sir  Thomas,  99 
Wrangwish,  Thomas,  mayor,  M.P., 
1,  22,  24,  26,  27,  32,  33,  42,  45,  48, 
49.  54,  55,  61,  64,  69,  71,  72,  74, 
76,  80,  83,  84,  85,  86,  87,  89,  105, 
123,  137,  142,  151,  179 
Wressill,  Wressel,  31,  35,  36,  58, 
119,  120 

Wright,  John,  fisherman,  11,  14; 

John,  143;  Thos.,  fishmonger,  124 
Wryght,  Thos.,  butcher,  68;  Thos., 
62 

Wyn  Chester,  165 
Wyndrys,  John,  36m 
Wynfield,  108 

Yngilby,  Sir  Wm.,  Knt.,  164 
Yore,  river,  3 

York,  All  Hallows  or  All  Saints 
Church,  North  Street,  77;  All 
Hallows  or  All  Saints  Church, 
Pavement,  21,  57,  153;  Austin 

Friary,  52,  151;  Bootham  Bar,  2; 
Bowthame,  116;  Castle,  37;  Castle 
Hill,  58;  Christ  Church,  Kryskyrk, 
77;  Common  Hall,  9,  11,  15,  16, 
69,  88,  89,  91,  98,  104,  105,  158; 
Conyngstrete,  158;  Deanery,  146; 
Dominican  Friary,  Tofts,  11,  74; 
Eden  Berys  in  Gothyrngate,  68; 
Foss  Bridge,  wardens  of,  16; 
Franciscan  Friary,  Tower,  53; 
Guthyrngate,  67;  Gildhall,  Guih- 
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Y  ork — contin  ued. 

aid,  Guyhald,  Yeldhall,  9,  30,  50, 
90,  117,  118,  123,  130,  139,  141; 
Holy  Trinity  Priory,  26,  143,  144; 
Hull  Road,  89m;  Hungate,  18,  44; 
Kingsdyke,  7;  Knavesmire,  30, 
81;  Lendal,  52;  Lop  Lane,  105; 
Maudland  Chapel,  59;  Miklyth, 
Mikellyth,  Bar,  56,  77,  146; 

Minster  Gates,  67m;  Monk-barr, 
wardenry  of,  58;  North  Street, 
Northstrete,  114,  157;  North 

Street  Postern,  53m;  Ouse  Bridge, 
77,  157;  Ouse  Bridge,  wardens  of, 
16;  Ouse  Bridge,  Quene  Bowe,  11; 
Payment,  The,  124;  Petergate,  7; 
St.  Crux  Church,  30m,  77;  St. 
Denise  Church,  101;  St.  James’ 
Chapel,  77,  156;  St.  John’s  Church, 
Ouse  Bridge,  36m;  St.  Leonard’s 
Hospital,  20,  100;  St.  Leonard’s 
Tower,  53;  St.  Mary’s  Abbey, 
abbot  of,  178-9;  St.  Mary’s  Abbey, 
32,  44,  47,  62,  64,  71,  77,  100; 
St.  Michael-le-Belfrey  Church,  77; 
St.  Nicholas  Church,  144;  St. 
Nicholas  Hospital,  89,  143;  St. 
Peter’s  Cathedral,  Chapitour,  151; 


St.  Peter’s  Cathedral  or  Minster, 
2,  47,  61,  70,  71,  82;  St.  Peter  the 
Little  Church,  32;  St.  Sampson’s 
Square,  38;  St.  Saviour's  Church, 
76;  St.  William’s  Chapel,  101; 
Salthole,  89;  Sign  of  the  Boore, 
120;  Skeldergate,  157;  Skeldergate 
Bridge,  53m,  163;  Stonegate, 

Stayngate,  67m,  77,  158;  Swyne- 
gate,  158;  Walmegate,  25;  Walm- 
gate  Bar,  119;  Waterworks  Office, 
53m 

York,  Archbishop  of,  98,  127,  133, 
134,  150,  155,  166,  174;  Arch¬ 
bishop  of,  George  Neville,  137, 
152;  Dean  of,  61,  71,  92,  178-80 

York,  Sir  Richard,  mayor,  M.P.,  18, 
31,  39,  41,  43,  46,  49,  50,  51,  66, 
71,  79,  80,  85,  87,  131,  132,  142, 
143,  145,  148,  149,  150,  151,  152, 
171,  172 

Yorke,  Robert,  99 

Yorkshire,  1 1 

Yotten,  Thomas,  common  clerk,  8; 
charges  against  him,  9 
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Action  of  Fugitive,  124 
Affray  by  one  of  the  Forest,  116 
Ainsty  pays  for  60  Archers,  45 
Alderman,  Dismissal  of,  12;  refusal 
to  be  one,  37;  to  be  captain  of 
soldiers  of  the  city,  43;  arrested, 
106;  dispute  about  precedence, 
155;  election  of,  155;  Aldermen 
meet  Henry  VII  at  Bilborough 
Cross,  155;  affray  between,  169 
Ale,  price  of,  50,  69,  93 
Aliens,  examination  of,  37;  regula¬ 
tions,  38 

Alleged  Robbery,  105 
Almyfluent,  23 
Archers,  42 

Attendance,  at  the  Cathedral,  2; 
at  Corpus  Christi  procession,  5;  at 
Council  Meetings,  8 
Averer  Time,  63 
Assize  of  Wine,  2 

Bakers  fined,  124 
Barrel -ferrer,  76 
Barrell  sturgeon,  52 
Bars  and  Posterns,  time  of  closing 
and  opening  the,  65 
Beating  the  bounds  of  the  forest  of 
Galtres,  63 
Blake  Monday,  151 
Blaunders,  53 

Bodily  harm,  charge  of  doing,  42 
Bottells  of  hay,  21 
Boundaries  of  the  City,  113 
Bream,  41,  52,  56,  70 
Bribery,  18 

Bridge-wardens  or  Bridge  Masters, 
16,  67,  77,  102 
Bucherpenys,  82 
Bumbylls,  63 

Butchers,  their  pasturage,  33 
Butchers  to  be  free  from  toll  and 
other  charges,  53 

Call  to  Arms,  117 
Canvas  for  the  Guildhall,  90 
Cappers,  ordinances  to  be  enrolled, 
66 

Captain  of  the  City’s  soldiers,  42, 
47,  63,  66,  112 
Carrying  weapons,  113 
Case  of  coining,  107 
Certificate  from  Mayor  and  Council, 
100 


Chamberlains,  21,  25,  48,  51,  52,  66, 
72,  78,  79,  87,  91,  102;  election  of, 
16;  their  accounts,  89;  roll, 
36w,  146m,  151m,  159 
Chapes,  115 
City  Barge,  27 

City  Servants,  Mayor’s  Mace  Bearer, 
37,  52,  53,  55;  Esquire  to  the 
Mace,  113,  117;  Mayors’  Sergeant 
at  the  Mace,  25,  117;  the  mayor 
has  six  servants  at  the  Mace,  1 10; 
Mace  Bearer  and  sword  bearer  to 
be  captains  of  the  city  soldiers, 
112;  Common  Sergeants,  43;  Sher¬ 
iff’s  Sergeant  at  Mace,  25;  Sheriff's 
Sergeant,  39;  gentleman  to  the 
Sword,  37;  Sword  Bearer,  Esquire 
to  the  Sword,  5,  37,  48,  49,  63, 
112,  113,  138;  Yeoman  Sergeant  at 
the  Mace,  47,  55 

Cognisaunce  of  the  Duke  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  75 

Coin  called  Saint  Andrew,  "a  Duch 
coigne,”  108 

Coin  of  the  French  King  called  the 
Crown,  108 

Commendatory  Letters,  101 
Common  chiders  and  people  of  mis¬ 
rule,  142 

Common  Clerk,  Common  Secretary, 
Common  Servant  and  Clerk,  1, 
6,  9,  10,  15,  93,  146,  147,  164 
Common  Clerk  chosen,  15,  93,  133 
Common  Council,  155 
Common  Crane,  52,  170 
Common  Land,  32,  47,  62,  71,  89, 
100,  172-8 

Common  Mason  for  the  City,  112 
Common  Seal  of  the  City  only  to  be 
used  with  consent  of  the  Council, 
112 

Common  Sergeants,  22;  to  the  Mace, 
21 

Commons,  The,  89,  92,  102,  103,  104, 
110,  112,  113,  121,  124,  130,  139, 
172-178 

Commons  present  a  Bill,  112 
Constables,  102 
Coronation  for  Edward  V,  72 
Corpus  Christi  Gild  account  Roll,  77 
Corpus  Christi,  pageant  of,  5; 

tapiters,  6;  weavers,  7 
Cote  Armor  of  the  armes  of  England 
and  Fraunce,  120 
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Council,  penalty  for  striking  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the,  170;  rejects  the  King’s 
nominee  as  sword  bearer,  160; 
at  Sheriff  Hutton,  116;  Members 
paid,  90 

Council  Meetings,  Fines  for  being 
late,  and  for  non-attendance,  142; 
revealing  the  secrets  of,  91;  two 
members  leave  without  permission, 
93;  non-attendance  at,  11,  88 
Council,  The  King’s,  33 
Couriour,  44 
Crane  of  the  City,  111 
Cranes,  present  of,  47 
Creyd  Play,  81 
Cross  of  St.  George,  40 

Decree  about  carrying  torches,  55 
Defence  of  the  City,  118 
Delivery  of  Documents,  164 
Delivery  of  Fish,  88 
Detention  of  goods,  57 
Discharge  from  taking  office,  12, 
27,  60,  64 

Dyers,  ordinances,  20 

• 

Easterlings,  66,  163 
Eels,  52,  78 

Examination  of  Players,  5 
Exemption  from  Tolls,  12,  19,  80, 

111 

False  Measure,  124 
False  Statement,  31 
Feast  of  Philip  and  Jacob,  43 
Fee  farm  of  the  City,  71,  101,  110, 
116,  165-167 
Felony,  30 
Fergus,  6,  114,  115 
Fishgarths,  3,  19,  23,  29,  35,  64,  92, 
93,  98,  99;  Destruction  of,  93 
Fishing  ordinances,  53 
Foreign  markets,  20 
Forstalling  forbidden,  113 
Franchise,  loss  of,  16,  87 
Fresh  tolls  or  lessening  of  the  fee 
farm  to  be  asked  for  from  the 
King,  65 

Gait,  a,  30 

Gild  ordinance,  breach  of,  15 
Girdlers,  craft  of,  151 
Glovers’  ordinances  to  be  enrolled, 
67 

Godparents,  24 
Grain,  tolls  on,  9 

Grant  of  Money  to  the  Mayor  to  help 
to  pay  for  two  dinners,  83 
Guarding  the  City  Gates,  122 
Gunpowder,  72 


Gutter,  Award,  7 
Gyrsys,  97 

Hallyngs,  90 
Havermarket,  21 
Havermeal  Market,  79 
Herons,  76 

Horsebread,  21,  65,  86 
Hostelries,  signs  over  door,  21 
House  men.  King’s  servants,  so 
called,  159 

Inspection  of  bounds,  71 
Installation  of  Archbishop,  47 
Insufficient  pledge,  66 

Jackets  for  Ainsty  soldiers,  46 
Jackets  of  soldiers,  75 
Justices  on  Eyre,  24 

Keeper  of  the  York  ordnance,  92 
King  to  be  informed  of  rightful 
election  of  mayor,  50 
King’s  charter  for  election  of  mayor, 
50;  commission  on  Fishgarths,  3, 
23,  29,  64;  constable  called  a 
knave,  123;  pardon,  125;  writ 
de  non  molestando,  133 
Kytton,  61 

Lampreys,  70 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of,  12,  17,  19,  23 
Lead,  94 

Lease  of  ground  on  Castle  Hill,  58  • 
Letters  testimonial  for  an  appren¬ 
tice,  163 

Liberties  of  Appleby,  19 
Lieutenant  for  the  mayor,  45,  67. 
68,  76 

Loan  to  pay  soldiers,  46 

Mace  Bearers,  maces,  25,  37 
Mawmecye  wine,  146 
Maynbread,  53,  57,  70,  72,  76,  78, 
152 

Mayor,  election  of,  16,  111,  112; 
unfitting  words  to,  22;  controversy 
about  election  of,  48;  receives  Is.  a 
day  out  of  the  feefarm  of  the  City 
towards  his  expenses  as  mayor, 
136;  his  authority  to  rule  the  City, 
154;  meets  Henry  VII  at  Bil- 
borough  Cross,  155;  and  Council 
at  the  Minster,  2,  71,  133 
Meeting  in  Bilton  Church,  43 
Members  of  Parliament  chosen,  66, 
72,  85,  127 

Memorandum  Book,  Ed.  M.  Sellers, 
5n,  16m,  17m,  19m,  27m,  66m,  67m, 
86m 
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Merchants  from  London,  138 
Minstrels,  Payment  of,  102 
Misgoverned  women,  58 
Money  unaccounted  for,  22 
Money  for  Scottish  expedition,  45 
Money  for  equipment  not  to  be  as¬ 
sessed  on  York  Citizens,  46 
Murage,  19,  64,  82 

News  of  Battle  of  Bosworth  reaches 
York,  118 

Oath  of  Allegiance  to  Henry  VII, 
129 

Oath,  taken  on  Gospels,  15,  31,  117, 
153 

Oatmeal,  79 

Occupations— Baker,  124;  Baxter, 
65,  86;  Bower,  19;  Brewster,  58; 
Butcher,  38,  53,  68;  Capper,  66; 
Carder,  or  Cardmaker,  95,  115; 
Carpenter,  18;  Carver,  77;  Caterer, 
113;  Chandler,  7;  Cooper,  71; 
Draper,  12;  Dyer,  20;  Fisher,  24; 
Fishmonger,  124;  Girdler,  68,  115; 
Glasier  and  Innholder,  92;  Glover, 

67,  114;  Goldsmith,  5;  Hosteller, 
21,  59;  Huckster,  113;  Innholder, 
92;  Journeyman,  7;  Kemster,  95; 
Labourer,  44,  88;  Linen  weaver,  6, 
1 15;  Mason,  1 12;  Miller,  91;  Pinner, 

68,  151;  Poulterer,  113;  Saddler, 

56;  Shearman,  96;  Shoemaker,  117; 
Smith,  68,  86;  Spinner,  95;  Sur¬ 
geons,  170:  Tailor,  56;  Tanner,  16; 
Tapiter,  6,  115;  Tapster,  106; 

Tiler,  7;  Tipler,  93;  Victualler,  41; 
Vintner,  76;  Walker,  95;  Vest¬ 
ment  maker,  16;  Weaver,  92,  94; 
Wright,  7,  65 

Outlaws,  38 

Pageant  of  the  cardmakers,  115;  of 
the  Coronation  of  Our  Lady,  92; 
of  the  Dyers,  20;  of  the  Girdlers, 
115;  of  Linen  Weavers,  6,  115;  of 
the  Sawers,  114;  of  the  Tapiters, 
115;  of  the  Vinters,  76;  of  the 
Wrights,  114 

Parliament,  66,  72,  75,  87,  127,  131 

Partridges,  53 

Pasque  Even,  44 

Pasturage  on  Knavesmire,  30 

Pay  for  a  Horse,  50,  87 

Pestilence,  117,  118 

Pheasants,  53 

Picage,  13 

Pike  (fish),  16,  41,  47,  52,  56,  70,  72 
Piracy,  13 

Players,  rules  for,  5 


Povertv  of  the  City,  55,  65,  71,  76, 
82,  121,  135-6,  165,  167 
Privileges  of  the  City  confirmed  by 
Henry  VII,  123 

Proclamation,  against  carrying 
weapons,  2;  by  Richard  III 
against  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
84;  by  Henry  VII,  119,  121,  125; 
by  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  about 
the  drapering  of  cloth,  97 
Property  of  Lord  Roos  in  York,  13 
Punishment  for  a  Riotous  Assembly, 
102 

Quarrel  between  ex-sheriffs  and  a 
Vicar  choral 

Quarrel  between  York  Citizens,  69 
Rabbits,  53,  76 

Reception  of  Mayor  on  return  from 
Parliament,  87 

Recorder,  election  of,  19,  153 
Recordership,  124,  131,  132,  133, 
134,  137,  141,  145,  147,  148,  149, 
151,  173,  174 

Records  of  the  City,  The  Register 
of  the  City,  154;  The  Lesse 
Registre,  16,  142 
Rightings,  44 

Ringers  of  the  Common  Bell,  52,  53 
Riot  at  Snaith  over  Fishgarths,  64 
River  Tolls,  16 

St.  Christopher  Guyld,  90 
Salt,  tolls  on,  9 
Salt  hides,  13 
Scabell,  38 

Scot,  being  called  a,  17,  18m,  113, 
169 

Scotland,  campaigns  against,  34, 
35,  36,  42 

Search  in  City  Records,  1 
Search  to  be  made  for  suspected 
persons,  139 

Sheriff,  too  poor  to  be,  25;  sent  to 
Prison,  38,  110;  election,  11,  15; 
given  a  bond  of  security,  126; 
dispute  with,  144;  dispute,  149; 
safeguard  for,  167 
Sheriffs,  75 
Shortweight,  59 
Show  for  the  King,  153 
Skaitgyld,  82 
Slander,  alleged,  4 
Sogar,  163 

Soldiers  of  York,  38,  42,  54,  57,  118, 
120 

Soldiers  sent  to  the  Duke  of  Glouces¬ 
ter,  74,  84 
Spies,  40 
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Staith,  9 

Stallage,  13 

Standard  bearer,  76,  84 

Stethy,  101 

Street  cleaning,  142 

Streets  to  be  swept  weekly,  113 

Suspected  felony,  28 

Swans,  16,  47,  76 

Swine  in  the  City,  38 

Sword  given  by  Richard  II,  31 

Tanners,  new  ordinances,  6,  15 
Tenants  in  the  Ainsty,  43 
Tench,  41,  52,  56,  70 
Testimony  to  character,  31 
Theft  of  jewels,  44 
Thursday  market,  38,  83,  113 
Tyer  wine,  146 
> 

Unseemly  language;  against  Mayor 
and  Council,  37,  90,  91,  97 

Venison  Feast,  79 
Victuallers  for  the  Army,  40 


Visits  to  York— Edward  IV,  27; 
proposed  visit  of  the  King  of 
Scotland’s  sister,  31;  Richard  III, 
78-81;  Pope’s  Legate,  146;  Henry 
VII,  150-159 

Wages  of  soldiers,  58,  59,  60,  62,  63, 
64,  65,  74,  76,  83,  85 
Waits  of  the  City,  170 
Walls  of  the  City,  25 
Wap,  96 

Wardens,  45,  74 

Wardens  to  see  that  city  ramparts 
be  weeded,  63 
Wardens  of  the  City,  38 
Warrant  to  arrest  the  Bishop  of 
Bath,  122 

Weavers,  Ordinances,  94-96 
Weights  and  Measures,  8 
Wharfage,  13 

Wine,  2,  41,  47,  52,  53,  56,  57,  70, 
72,  76,  78,  119,  146,  152,  163 
Wrights,  Ordinances  to  be  enrolled, 
65 

Wyndesore  Herold,  120 


